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“Wnless the weather clerk turns off his

water sprinkler prayers for a dry spell
will be in order.

This has been a bad season on the
sprinkling cart man, but he will make
up for it before the snow files.

The daring cournage of that reckless
Oregon conviet enlisted In a worthy
cause would have mnde a hero.

Omaba has grown about as lusty a
of base ball rooters this year as Is
‘be found in any town In the country.

N

Rallroads that run harvest excursions
to Nebraska this year will not have to
make any explanations to thelr passen-
gers. - ’

Fortunately for the strlkers they can
prove an alibl from the cave-ln that
destroyed the trackage leading to the
Dunlon Pacific bridge.

The Sons of Benjamin have held an
sonuil convention. The sons of Adam
meet with each other all the year around
without password, grip or ceremony.

Agitation for a curfew ordinance has
reached BSonth Omaha, When BSouth
Omaha tucks all its boys In bed by 9
o'clock p. m. the millennium will be at
band.

If anyone entertalns doubts that the
bliean capdidate for governor s a
er who farms the soll, the photo-

graphic pictures in The Bee will dispel
them.

—_—

Parllament will hold an extra session
jn the fall. The late S8outh African war
bas left a legacy that will keep the
British lawmakers busy for some time
to come.

And the World-Herald hasn't even
peeped about the interest money pald
. deposits of state school funds which
that great reform treasurer, Meserve,
put into his own pockets.

. — — - - —

It seems to be hard for Aguinaldo to
persuade himself that be s now nothing
but & common, every«lay Filipino, en.
titled to no more privileges or attentions
than the other pardoned insurrection-
lsts.

% | EEgE——

Down In Oklahoma federal officers
bad ‘to intervene to:stop the Indlans
trom continuing a sun dance. Up this
way, the ralu god wotld have shut off
the .snn and saved the officers the
trouble of coming to the front.

. ————

If the Ohicago newspapers are al-
lowed to have their way, there will be
po stopplug polnt until that oft-prom-
lsod meat packers’ trust is a reality, ab-
sorbing every patkipg. house at every
important center in the country. As to
& beef trust, these prophets will not be
bappy till they get i

e

As a royal patlent, King Edward can-
pot be beat. When the surgeons sald
wn operstion wus necessary he sub-
mitted &t once to thelr demand and
when they prescribed he took the medi-
gine .without & whimper. Physicians
like patients who obey orders as much
 moparchs ke subjects who yleld un:
questionlug obedicoce,

r————

Oampalgn committees, organized by
both republican and democratic con-
pressmen down at Washington, promise
rigorouns work for the coming elections.
out tons of dry speeches at
congressional franks
h the people must pay, bhow-
Ils the exclamation of a fa-
h conqueror, * “Tis maguif-
it 1s pot war!” The real en-
t'will have to be fought out on
grounds in each stete and

i
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RAILROAD ASSREAMENTS
DOLBLED.
Are the mllronds paying more than
thalr just proportion of the taxes levied
in this state? Or have they alifted n
large share of the burden they should
by rights have carried upon the shoul-
ders of other taxpayers? That !s the
only question with which the people of
Nebraska are just now concerned.
What the rallroada pay in other siates,
how much per mile they pay In Pennsyl-
vanin, Indlana or Massachusetts, or
what proportion thelr taxes bear to the
volume of property In those states 18
lmmaterial. The cold fact that the prop-
erty of the rallronda In Nebraska coun-
stitutes one-fourth of all of the property
values In the state cannot be galosald.
A conservative estimate of property
values In Nebraska, based upon the cen-
sus returns of 1900 and recent market
values of rallroad stocks and bonds, jus-
tifies the following figures:
Vilue of farms and farm
PIODBPLY. scsssvccsisanrnne o |

City and town property........
Rallrond property.....cceeevaess

SHuvLD BE

625,000,000
260,000,000
315,000,000

++++91,200,000,000
A moderate estimate of the actual
value of Nebraska rallroads is $814,-
870,220. The Unlon Pacific system of
1,020 mliles, which is capitalized at over
$120,000 per mils, but computed at only
£100,000 per mile or $10,200,000, and
equalized on the basis of one-sixth
of Its wvaluation, or §10,886 per
mile, would aggregate for assessment
£16.000320. The Burlington system,
with 2,074 miles, capitalized at §50,-
000 upon a computation of the double
value of Its stocks equalized at
one-sixth, or $8333 per mile, would
make $21,449342. The Fremont &
Elkhorn system, with B85 miles, capital-
ized at $40,000 per mile and equalized
at oune sixth of its value, $6,608 per
mile, Is worth for assessment $6,502,-
78. The 1,125 miles of all other Ne-
braska rallroads computed at $40,000
per mile and equalized at one-sixth of
thelr value, or $6,8680 per mile, should
be assessed for $7,477,030. This would
glve a total valuation for assessment of
£52,478,370. On a total rallway mileage
of 5,703 miles and the average assessed
valuation per mlle should be $8,4875, in-
stead of $4,681 per mile.

As the owners of more than 25 per
cent of all property values In the state
the rallronds have for years been pay-
jug less than 15 per cent of the taxes.
How they have managed to evade their
just proportion of the burdens of tax-
atlon may be seen at a glance at the
following table:

Ansessnd

Rajlway Orand assess-
Year. No. Miles. valuation. ment roll.
1880 ... 6,800.686 $20,864,221 B184, 770,804
1801 ... 5.418.15 20,265 017 143,138,386
1602 ... 5.465.7T4 29,339,631 156,432,376
1868 ... 6.636 28,674,138 104,738,124
1854 .., 5,642 217,989,178 183,717,468
1805 ... 5,542.50 25,436,308 171,488,207
1506 ... 6,542 46,424,708 167,078,270
1807 ... 6,641.95 46,581,720 165,193,736
1868 .. B.543.4T 26,108,638 167,810,764
1899 ... 5,542.37 26,108,450 166,105,905
1900 ... 5,689.53 26,348,735 171,747,683
1901 ... 6,682 26,422,732 174,439,005
1902 ... 5,703.32 26,580,682  *180,000,000

*Esxtimated.

An exact comparison between the
assesgment of rallroad property and all
other prwn:n'mrl::,vl within the past twelve
years affords conclusive proof not only
that the rallronds have never borne
their falr share of the burden of tax-
atlon, but that It has been gradually
shifted by them upon the shonlders of
the other property owners In the state:

Asseseed

Asseasment exclu- Rallway

Year. sive of Rallroads. Valuation.
1800 .oowssssses.§164,916,083 $20 854,211
1 153,872,319 20,265,917
b7 . [ ++ 157,002,749 29,339,631
1898 LR 188,168 988 28,674,138
IB04 evvrrenenass JRE.TTHE80 27,539,174
1888 . .eevveonvass 146,042,800 26,425,308
108 Liecsissens ++ 141,053,662 26,424,708
T eiannns wesss 180,632,016 26,661,720
I8 .ieaee YT 141,701 828 26,108,830
IR0 ccavevvess voe 142,980 4556 26,106,460
1900 siveveeiinass 146,400,868 26,346,735
1001 . . .« 148,018,263 26,422,732
1908 ,.evans Jewnso®163,410,408 26,660,602

*Estimated.

It will be noted that the assessed val-
uation of property exclusive of rallroads
for 1002 Is approximately the same as
was the valuation for 1801, but the rail-
road assessment for 1002 1s $3,264,020
less than It was In 1800, while Its mile-
age is 400 mlles greater, Assessed at £5,-
000 per mile the increased mileage would
have added $2.000,000 to the aAssessment
of the rallroads as fixed in 1800, and
made thelr assessment $31,854.221 In-
stead of $26,580.502. But even railroad
managers and tax commissloners must
concede that the Nebraska rallroads as a
whole have doubled In value since 1880
and 1801,

As compared with the assessments of
1800 and 1801 the depréclation of all
property exclusive of rallroads will not
exceed $2000,000 in 1002, or 13§ per
cent, while during the same period the
rallrond assessments have been reduced
14 per cent, notwithstanding their in-
creased mileage. All the Agures of speech
of the ral'road attorneys and all the
figures projected by the rallroad tax
bureau charts cannot refute these stub-

born facts,
- —— — . ]

UNABLE TO STUP COMPETITION.

That the Industrial combinations have
falled in thelr efforts to suppress com-
petition is & reassuring fact, That they
are gradually succumbing to the eco-
nomic penalties of over-capltalization
gives promise of a reform In this direc-
tion that will remove one of the most
gerlous objections to the combinations.
Mr. Henry Clews, & conservative ob-
server of finencial aud busivess condl-
tione, is of the opinlan that many of
the evils of the trust system cen be
sufely left to correct themselves, but he
suggests that the public will not rest
gatisfled until some restralnt is placed
upon the power of these corporations
and he thinks that ameng the propos!-
tions thus far advanced those fuvoring
reasonable publicity and a natonal cor
poration law must be the most accepta-
ble, In his judgment a patiopal cor
poration law would avold the radical
measures of some staies and at the
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break the laws of every stnte exoopt
its own, which very likely ha= granted
it powers not permissible within its own
territory.

Legisiatlon of this kind bms been
urged by one of the leading corporation
Inwyers of the country, Mr, James B,
DIl who argued that the business of
the country demands uniform corpornte
legislation and not sectional legisiantion,
state ngainst state, He would bhave a
law applying to corporations along the
lines of the npational banking act, not
abridgiog the powers of the state to
erente loonl corporations, but affording
an opportunity to organize corporations,
national In extent, whose business re-
Intes to trade with foreign countries or
between states, with the protection of
the national government agalnst con-
fileting state legislation and local pollti-
cal ennctments, He belleved that cor-
porntions now and hereafter organlzed
would avall themselves of a natlonal
act for reasons of self-protection, finan-
clal security and because no corporation
engaged In interstate commerce and de-
siring to do Dbusiness throughout the
length and breadth of the country could
afford to be other than a national or-
ganization. That there I8 soundness in
this vlew we think will be generally
admitted.

The fallure of the combinations thus
far to suppress competition gives very
strong assurance that they will be un-
able to stop It {o the future, for It Is
not likely that the trusts will hereafter
find conditlons more favorable to the
suppression of competition than- they
have been. It s perhaps true that
some of the evils of the trust system
can safely be left to correct themselves,
but in the meantime the question of
trust regulation and supervision, by
practicable methods that would not be
revolutionary In their operation, must
not be dismissed from consideration.
President Ropsevelt in bhls Pittsburg ad-
dress earpestly urged the necessity for
nationnl legislation for the supervision
and regulation of the corporations eu-
gaged o Interstote commerce, and this
subject should command, ns It probably
will, the serlous attention of congress
at the next sesslon. The president has
polnted out the duty and the majority
in congress should find the way to its
performance,

—_———
TRIBUTE TU THE 4 RMYT.

Every Amerlcan citizen should have
read the tribute pald by the president,
through the secretary of war, to the
army. As a reply to those who have
assalled our soldiers in the FPhilippines
it commends itself to every falrminded
person.  As officlal  testimony to theé
courage, fortitude and devotion of the
army it 1s Just and will be approved
by all whose minds are not warped by
prejudice or partisanship. Few can
realize how difflcult and trying was the
task of the army In the Phillppines,
As sald In the order of Becretary
Root, our soldlers, themselves bound
by the laws of war, “were called
upon to meet every device of un-
gerupulous treachery and to con-
template without reprisal the infliction
of Larbarous cruelties upon their com-
rades' and friendly npatives.” They en-
gaged in more than 2,000 combats, great
and small, and while none of them Is to
be classified as great batties they re-
quired military skill and individual
bravery, as well as fortitude and devo-
tion. Hunting down guerrilla bands In
mountains and jungles, through an un-
known country and menaced on every
hand by treacherous foes, demanded sol-
dierly qualities of a superior order and
the exhibition of these by the army in
the Philippines has commanded uglver-
sal admiration.

Those who have traduced our soldlers
took lttle account of the difficulties of
the tasks they had to perform., With
political capital in view they exagger-
ated the few mistakes and fauits com-
mitted and held the entire Philippine
army responsible for these. Charges
some of which have been shown to have
had no foundation were proclaimed be-
fore the world as evidence that our sol-
dlers were cruel and brutal. Men in
congress made the most sweeping de-
punciations of the army, seeking
thereby to fortify thelr opposition to
the Philippine pollcy of the government
and to strengthen themselves politically.
This most unjust and unwarranted
course is rebuked by the tribute of the
president and secreétary of war to the
army—a tribute ln which the very great
majority of our peqple, there can be no
doubt, are in hearty accord. They feel
that the soldlers in the Philippines have
shown a loyalty and patriotism and per-
formed & service that eutitles them to
the highest commendation that can be
bestowed and they may be expected to
record thelr resentment against those
who for partisan purposes Lave lundis-
criminately assalled the army and
sought to bring upon it the contempt
and reproach of the world. On the oc-
caslon of the West Point centennlal
Lord Wolseley, formerly the commander-
in-chief of the British army, sald that in
his opinion the American army was the
best In the world. There is certalnly
nope supevior in bravery, in patriotism,
in devotion to duty, in intelligence and
in all the qualities and attributes of
manply character.

e

Who owns the plans of Omaba public
school bulldings? Do they belong to the
school district or to the architect? Mem-
bers of the school Doard yery properly
claim that the plans belong to the school
district, just as they belong to the owner
of any other bullding after he has pald
for them, but the architect Insists that
he has their perpetual ownership. The
question is, Wby sbould there be any
difference in this respect between Lhe
owners of school houses and the owners
of any other publie er private building?
The plans of the city hall and public
lbrary -bullding belong to the city of
Omahn, Why shouldn't the plans of the
High school bullding, or any other public
school bullding erected with money
taken from the school fund belong to

mﬂmmrmmm-rmﬂmmmm Why sbould the

permita the corporation of one state to 'nr‘!w'l board be compelled to pay A sec-

ond time for plans for school bulldings
It desires to duplicate?

_——

in Douglas county for the year 1801 was
$22 881,792, In this grand total the
property of the raliroads Is represented
by 8% per cent. For the year 1002 the
total assesement for Douglas county will
reach £25 500,000, or an Increase of more
than £3,000,000, which equals an Increase
of 15 per cent over Inst year. But while
the valuation of all classes of property
has been ralsed by 15 per cent the as-
sessment on the property of the rall-
roads in Douglas county has been low-
ered by over $2,000 by the state board,
and the ratlo of the rallroad assessment
to all other property will be 8 per cent
instead of 15 per cent, as bhas been the
clulm by the rallroad tax bupeau.

Popocratic papers have made the
wonderful discoyery that President
Roosevelt has been dolng nothing since
he entered the White House except to
ghape up for a renomination., That
President Roosevelt has been giving the
country the best administration of na-
tlonal affalrs he knows how to give is
readlly admitted and that his purpose
1s to earn a full term as president Ia
not concealed. The president cannot
please the democrats no matter what he
does, but he ean perform the dulln.ot
his office in a manner satisfactory to
the people who will express thelr appre-
’Um'.i in the proper way when occasion
presents,

According to the census returns, only
60 per cent of the total area of Ne-
braska is included In the classification
of farms. Thers 18 unoccupled land
enough In Nebraska to supply farms
yet to many thousunds of Industrious
people, who will find the royal route
pehind the plow that leads to a home
and Independence.

Rumor has it that the democratic
legislative ticket In the fleld In this
county will have to be reorganized and
reconstructed Dbefore active operations
are undertaken. The populists may also
want to bave a say before they get
through instead of letting the democrats
plck populist candidates for them,

Not as Had as Painted,

Indianapolis Newn.
Who says thirteen is an unlucky number?
The public debt statement shows & decrease
of $13,000,000 during the month of Jume,

Auntomobiling on Ensy Street.
8t. Louls Globe-Democrat,

With $600,000,000 of gold In the strong
box, as much more in circulation, and $85,-
000,000 a year coming out of American
mines. Uncle S8am feels easy as to the gold
sltuation.

All Loot Looks Allke.

Boston Transeript.

Admiral Dewsy says Agulnaldo was after
money and loot in-his Fillpino campalign.
In this respect he ls not uniike the “'heroes’
who marched Into Pekin a short while
But thea, of course, they were edu-

REO.
cnted soldlery apd not savages. What a
differonce there s, to be sure, “‘twixt

tweedledee and tweedledum.'

Pryan's Hoot at Hooslers,

Indianapolls Journal,

Willlam J. Bryan seems to be getting
madder every day. His double-barreled
dlgcharge at the Bentinel and ex-Mayor
Taggert s the most viclous utterance he
has made yet, though it is weakened by
personnlities. His expression of gratitude
to “"the uncorrupted and unterrified democ-
racy of Indiana” is probably intended to
call that element to the front.

Speaking of Real Estate Denls.

Baturday Evening Post,

John W. Gates predicta that the United
Eiates will be able to buy the reat of the
world within twenty-five years and not
miss the mopey. But Mr. Gates was talk-
ing on the flood-tide. There is a lot of wvalu-
able real estate which Uncle S8am does not
own, and judging from the expense bills
that have come from Cuba and the Philip-
plnes he will not want much more of it

News from the Firing Line.

Chicago News.

The slege 15 over, The bombardment
which opened early Thursday evenlng and
continued until late Saturday morning has
ceased mnd the forcea have withdrawn to
their homes or to the hospitals. In Chi-
eago the casualty list shows three killed
in actlon and 111 wounded. The casualties
during the general engagement throughout
the country, as reported by speclal war
correspondents at the front, are as follows:

Killed In actlon....coeesssses ssagesnsas! IR
Wounded .. hravhatne il
As many centers where the firing 1%

known to have been severs have not yet
been heard from these flgures are neces-
sarily incompleta and the number of the
missing capnot be accurately estimated.

NEW ASSETS FOR OUR CITIES,

Valuable Pablie Privileges as Revenne
Producers,
Baturday Evening Post

It can ba sot down as & safe rule that
every popular agitation of a publle ques-
tion produces good results. A valusbie 1i-
lusiration of the fact is found in important
cases .of late. Readers of this magazine
recall numercus papers by mayors of cilles
and other men closely identified with mu-
nicipal affairs, In which many references
waere made to public franchises freely given
to corporations through the operation of
diatressing and apparently irremediable in-
fiuences. Hundreds of milliona of dollars’
worth of city streets, for instance, have
heen voted from the people into private
use, 50 far as rallways are concernsd.

PBut the constant references to these
facts, despite the seeming hopelessnens of
good, have already brought forth wondarful
results. As = single lostance of the new
dispensation, take the tunnel franchise,
which the Penmsylvania rallroad has »se-
cured from New York City. This will not
interfere with any traffle, inconvenience a
single Individual or disfigure any thorough-
fare. But it s a privilege that is In-
trinsically valuable and we find fthe city
apd sorporations dealing frankly with it as
w business proposition. The result? Well,
the corporation will pay the oity 33,560,000
in twenty-five years snd agrees at the end
of that time to & revaluation. No wonder
the papers declare It too good to be true,

The great, the ioealeulable blessing s
that, however much has been loat in the
past through negligence and boodle poli-
tice, we are coming to the tims when no
tmportant public franchise can be granted
io any American city unless lberal com-
pensstion be made to the public. This Is
one of the most valuable galos ever known
in municipal government and it bas been
brought about by ihe constant work of
public-spirited mesn, alded and encouraged
by publications that are devoted to the best

loterests of the times,
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BITS OF WAAHINGTON LIFE,

Minor Scenes and Incldents Sketehed
on the Spot.

If present plana of the congressional
committers of the republican and demo-
cratic partiea are carried out congres-
slonal speechea will ba spread over the
country next fall as thick as lesves [n the
famed forest of Villambrosa. “Nearly
every member of congress,'” reporia the
Washington BStar, “has ons or mofre
speeches delivered by him In the house and
senats, which he Adesirea to distribute
among his constituents. They may be re-
marks upon the great questions of the day
or merely a spread upon some looal sub-
Jeet, but the congressman docs not think
ha has done his duty unless he plasters
his distriot or state with speeches. 14
ho did not his constituents probably would
ask him apon his return what he had been
dolng down In Washington.

‘86 in every commlittes room at the capl-
tol the clerks are busy lncloaing and mall-
ing tha speechea of congressmen. Every
senator aod represeniative keeps a list of
the people of his conetituency whom he de-
sires to reach and the envelopes are ad-
dresed from these lste. The apeeches go
through the maile, free, of course, but 1t
is quite a taek to got them ready for ship-
ment. They are taken from the caplitol by
wagonionds at a time and for the pext
two weeks the mall trains leaving Waah-
Ington will carry extra cars to AccoOmmo-
date the Increased (rafMe.

"In additlon to the large volume of politi-
eal Htorature sent out by Individual sena-
tors and representatives, the two campalgn
committees will distribute this year mil-
llona of documentis. In the preaidential
eampalgn of 1896 the republican committas
sent ‘out 24,000,000 dooumenta. No such
number will be Atstributed thia year, but
the total will probably reach several mil-
llona and the demoerats will do as well.”

—_——

A long chapter of wrathful differences be-
tween United States senators since Inst
January had (ts ending In the row between
Bailey and Beveridge. In the month named
Benators Lodge, Tillman and Spooner met
in animated debate, during which Senator
THlman gave way to some characteristic
explelives. A month later Senators Till-
man and MclLaurin had a personal sucoun-
ter In the senate. Early in May there was
n sensationn]l moment when Benators Dolli«
ver and Carmack exchanged angry wotds
over the Phillppine war. On May 21 Senn-
tors Patterson and Dietrich exchanged
warm words durlng a sesslon of the Phil-
ippine inveatigation commitiee and a week
later It looked for a moment as If Senators
Rawlins and Dietrich would come to blows
In the same committes. Senator Money's
experience with a street car conductor oc¢-
curred on April 24,

To set at rest many Inquiries, the Wash-
ington correspondent of the New York Ev-
ening Post says that the plans for the
changes in the exterlor appearance of the
White House are noteworthy, but In no-
wise radioal. The vonservatories and
greenhouses, which now streteh out from
the side of the main bullding to the west
but constitute no part of It, will give way
to a marble terrace leading to the office
bullding at the further end. This will
be a restoration, to all Intents, of some-
thing of which rudimentary rellcs and
traces are found ino the stratum of an
earlter presidential era—the office building
itself for instance, belng as nearly as pos-
sible where Jofferson had his. The terrace,
which will probably be decorated with
palms and flowering plants, and to that
extent continue the idea of A conservatory,
will be upheld by pillars on ths lower
side, forming a covered way for reaching
the basement of the office bullding from
the basément of the White House. From
the east slde, to symmetrize this struc-
ture, will run another marble terrace lead-
Ing to a portsoochere, where guesis may
alight from their earriages and proceed to
the assembly roomé on social occasions.
A considerable sum Included in the gen-
eral appropriation for, the White House
was added for the two terraces, which
were, sirictly speaking, an afterthought.

Many a citizen from tha Interior has
fallen a victim to the indigestible smoft-
shelled crab on going to live In Washing-
ton. Pension Commissioner Ware early
contracted the sofi-shelled orab habit and
indulged his appetite for the dainty until
a phynician ordered him (o desisat, A
friend in Kansas heard that the commia-
sloner was worn out by close attention
to his duties and wrote him a msolleltous

letter. He received ths following reply
by wire: “It's not work that's breaking
down my coostitution—it's soft-shelled
craba."’

The McCall bill, which was used as a
means of gettlng through the amendment
remitting the stock taxes, provides for the
refunding of more than 3$500,000 that have
been collected on legaclies and bequests
to wvarious charitable institutions. When
the tax om such bequests was originally
drafted congress btnd no jdea that its en-
forcement would take so much money from
religious, lterary, charitable and educa-
tional socletles and assoclations, The
taxes, however, weore lovied according to
the highest rate Imposed under the law,
and In some Instances It was as high as
15 per cent of the entire legacy. The total
amount collected under the act was $643,-
189, and It is now proposed to refund the
entire sum.

One of the fineat bulldings that have ever
graced Washington, aside from the govern-
ment structures, will be the new apart-
ment house about to be erected by Becre-
tary of Btate John Hay. A row of wvery
good houses belonging te Mr. Hay on fash-
lonable Connecticut avenue are being torn
down to make room for it, amd & much-
used alley 1o the square will be closed, as
he ia the owner of all the abutting prop-
erty, Bach suite of rooms in such & nwell
apartment house renls for more per annum
than the full amount of the average man's
galary. It does not require the brain of
& mathematician to guess at Mr. Hay's
future income from this bullding slone,
with Its eighty-four suites, to say nothing
of the cafe.

Benators Alllson, McMillan and Platt of
Conoecticut met at the senate clevator one
day last week, and after exchanging bows
each walted for the other to precede him.
While they were still engaged in this
courieous rivalry Senator Mason came roll-
ing along, stepped Into the walting eleva-
tor and sald sharply: “Third foor,
please.”” Up went the elevator, leaving the
other three statesmen looking at each
other somewhat foollshly.

Amicable Helations with Spain.

Philadelphia Record.

The new treaty of commerce and friend-
ship with Spain entirely restores amicable
relations with that comuntry. It provides
that the clitizens of each country shall en-
joy equal rights in the other as to resl-
dence, travel, protection of person and
property, the administration of justice and
tazation, and exemption from military
service and forced loans. Bpals s willlug
te go even further in the eslablishment
of reciprocal trade than the United States
are prepared to go until thers sball be
some abatement of our bristling tarift
rates. This ia & bappy and a rapid end-
ing of the late uopleasantness. It ls cer-
taln that with the return of amity there
will follow & return of profitable iradiag

lbotvm the two countries.

——

—

THE POPOCRATIC MESS,

Norfolk News: Eince W. H. Thompseon,
the fusion candidate for governor, In &
leading attorney for the Purlington rall-
road, It 1a probable that the fusionists will
not make much ado about what they term
the rallroad influence in republican con-
ventions, They will experience suMeient
difficulty in keeping the pronounced anti-
corporationints of the fusion parties in line
for thelr raliroad candidate for governor.

Falls City Journal: W. J. Bryan did not
win A vietory for the fusion forces by ap-
pearing personally at the Grand Island con-
vention, He simply suceeeded in  getting
the contending forces to recognize his flag
of truce and suspend bhostilities for the
time belng. To use hir own words, "ihe
battle has just begun and is net dus o
end untll next November. And the fight
will not premsent the spectacle of the unlted
forces of fusion presenting a msolld front to
A common ‘enemy, but will partake of the
nature of a civil war more desperats be-
cause of wrongs that were dona and ad-
vantages taken under the cover of the flag
of truce that Bryan caused to he displayed.

Bt. Paul Republiean: The nomination of
W. H., Thompson as the fuslon candidate
for governor seals the death warrant of
popullsm in Nebraska. The overwhelming
defeat suffered last year by Conrad Hollen-
hock, who was nominated under much more
favorable eonditions, bodes no good for the
miniature glant of Hall county. The elec-
tion of Mickey and the entirs republipan
state ticket i almont s certaln as if the
ballots had already been counted and a
clean majority found In thelr favor. Deafeat
for the fusion candidates belng practieally
asspred, there fo Itttle left in life to cheer
the drooping spirits of the average populist.
With all his theoriss of government ex-
ploded, his calamity wall abandaned and
the hope of oMce extingulshed from his
bheart by the sacrificial nomination of a
demncrat, be Is in a badly demoralized con-
ditlon and will ecarcely be able to mo-
complish the results In next fall's election
to which he was accustomed in his days
of pride and power,

Holdrege Citigen: It Is probable that
soms of the populists are wondering whers
“they are at' aince the Grand lsland con-
ventlon. When the populist party waa
founded the men in it said they wers found-
ing & new party because both the two old
partiea were roifen and corrupt. A few
yoars later they joined forces with the
democrats and allver republicans under the
head of fusion andl styled themselves the
nliled forces of reform. Their axcuss was
that the democrats had promised tham half
& loaf and that was better than nothing.
8ince then siiver republicans have dropped
by the wayaide. The democratle party Ia
being reorganized by the eastern demo-
erate and the populist half lonf of bread
has developed into a stone. The late popu-
list party has developed into a “democratle
annex.” If the popullsts were sincere
twelve years ago when they soundly de-
nounced both old parties, are they sineers
now when they follow the demoerats In an
“annex ™ Wa fall to sea how the old time
populist can say he was honest then and
honest now If he follows his party lenders.
It he follows his leaders into the demo-
eratie camp he must admit that he was |n-
sincore in hin esrlier position or mistaken.
It he was mistaken in his earlier position,
what assurance can he have that he is
right now? No wonder so many are hesl-
tating to accept the demoeratio party with
all the mistakes It has made during the
last fifty years. The wonder Is that when
the populists see how they have bsan be-
trayed into the democratic eamp by leaders
anxlous for ofce, some stl)] continus to
follow thowe leaders and expect peopls to
respeoct them politically,

PERSONAL

s

NOTES,

F. Lewls Marshall, who was the oldest
living descendant of Chlef Justice John
Marshall, died at Orange, Va., on Monday
of last week.

Rear Admiral George W. Melville has
caused much comment in Washington by
putting up m tomb, with an epitaph, for his
future use in Arlington cemetery, with the
date of death left blank.

A memorial® tablet {n bronze of the
martyred presidents—Lincoln, Garfleld and
MeKinley—was unvellsd on July 4 by &8
New York branch of the Young Men's
Christian assoclation. The tablet s the
work of Sculptor E. St. John and was pre-
sented to the association by Peter Win-
cheater Rouse.

Thousands of residents o Chicago and
vicinity, including a Jarge number of po-
llcemen, are sald to have lost money in
the Model Gold Minlng company, & receiver
for which has just been appointed by Judge
Tuthill. It Is reported that the total of
cash that has fled from weekly pay envel-
opes And from snug bank accounts may
run up to 31,000,000,

Baltimore newspaper men have just been
treated to the sight of a reporter who
“covercd” his asslgnments in a carrlage
and bad a footman follow him {nto the
housea whither he was wsenk He was
Frank Brown, jr., son of former Governor
Brown of Maryland, and took up the work
rather than go abroad, but after two weeks
of It he recanted and is now about to sail
for Europs.

Congressman Ruppert of New York, s
brewer in a large way of business, was
traveling on the New York Central ons day
recegtly when he noticed some vines grow-
ing 'In great profusion. ““What kind of
vines are those?' he asked the conductor.
‘“Them's hops,” was the laconle reply, and
s city friend who was with ths congress.
man sald: *““What 4o you make your beer
of, Jake, If you don't know hops when you
ste them?"'

Hilalre Belloo, whoss peculiarly vivid
method of presenting history has made his
“Robesplerre” so talked about this spring,
wna once & French artilleryman. He be-
longed to the Eighth regiment and his post
of duty was the driver's seat of a gun
carriage, where he Is sald to have handled
the reins with copsplecuous ability, What
this means in point of nerve and skill will
be apparent to everyons Wwho has seen
rapld artillery mansuvers.

STATISTIOS OF THE BOER WAR.

Revised Figures on the Tost of Con-
gquest in Somih Africa.
American Medicine.

According to the Hospital 65,778 officers
and men werse killed in action and 2,019 dled
of the wounds which they received. The
deaths from disease amounted to 13,272 and
theae fOgures, large as they are, compare
favorably with thosa of preceding wars.
There was & high proportion of officers
killed and wounded and & high death rate
from disease among privates. In actlien one
officer was killed to every 10.15 men and
one officer wan wounded to every 11.54 men,
But of thoss who died from diseass only
one in every 345 men was an officer. This
is partly sccounted for by the recklessness
with which the men drank polluted water.
The number of invalids sent home during
the war was about 70,000 and of these more
than 4,000 Aled or left the service. The vast
majority, of course, were restored Lo health.
The fipancial cost of the war will foot up
sbout $1,100,000,000, This, sccording to the
Cobden Club, is sufficlent to establish fifty
universities, while Oxford and Cambridge
are In desperate npeed of money, If one-
testh of this amount were asked for the en-
dowment of laboratories, etc, to prevent
death and disease and suffering, with what
contempt would the request be met by both
government and people! Bo far I8 our “poor

—

MATLNOADS,

PROSIERITY AMONG

Tranaportation Lines Getting n €Gaond!ie
Share of the “"Velvel."

Whashington Btar

Rome economists gauge thoe financlal con-
ditions of (e country necording to the flacal
health of the rallroads When the great
tranaportation lines show migns of treasury
woeakness there la something wrong with
the centers of Industry. A panle, euch As
that which ocourred In 1803 precipitates
embarrassments in such rapld succeasion
that it Is diMeult to trace the laws of cause
and effect. The afMalra of the great ralle
reads, however, are guarded nso jealounly
from (he public notloe that often grave
conditions are known only to the directors,
who, boping for a betterment, presserve al-
lence until the crash becomen |pevitable
and ths appolntment of & recelver betrayw
the altuation. During the panic year 1803
seventy-four roade went thus into bank-
raptey, with a mileage of 20,340 and an in-
volved capital and bonded Indebledness of
$1,781,000,000. ‘This representsd the high-
water mark of that inundation of distress,
and from this point onward, according to
figures which have been collected by the
Rallway Age and recently published, there
has been & steady diminution in the annual
number of recelverahips and (n the mileage
and eapltal involved. Year by year the
total of roads still under receiverships has
decreased, despits annual additfons, as the
affalra of the corporations have been
ntraightened out, with an Increasing publie
confidanes and a betterment of the general
financial conditions. From a total of 103
roada, with a mileage of 40,810 and an in-
volved capital of $2,500,000,000 In 1804, the
record has shrunk until in the eurrent year
there are only twenty-two roads In re-
celvership, mileage 1,810 and eapital in-
volved $61.085.000. During the eurrent year
only one road has falled, a smal] one of
fifty-two miles, and the recelver has al-
ready been dlacharged and the road reor-
ganized. It Is noteworthy that all of the
roads now In this condition are small ones,
with less than 100 mliles, =ave three—the
Dellaire, Zanesville & Cincinnat!, of 111
miles; the Terre Haute & Indianapolls, of
432 miles, and the Uolumbus, Bandusky &
Hoeking, of 219 milea—and the largest of
these 18 In good health, but, owing to fas-
tional differences among stockholders, It
cannot yst be freed from recelverahip. Thus
it conclusively appears that the rallroads
are again In excellent financial health, with
every prospect, under a strong system of
management, of remalning so. The Rallway
Age, however, belleves that a period of
trouble Is opening for slsctrie lines, thou-
sands of miles of which have been spread
out over the middle west connecting small
towns and citles. Thelr construetion wan
undoubtedly dus In some moeasure to the
freeing of capital nfter the '08 panie and the
inability of the steam roads just then to en-
Inrge to meot the growing traMe demands.
Now that the steam lines are in good con-
ditlon agnin and are expanding they are
competing with the Interurban electrio
lines, and in this rivalry the electric roads,
having no freight business, Are suffering
from a handieap.

LINES TO A LAUGH,

Chicago Tribune: "I understand you sald
I wasn't worth powder to blow me up. I
wAnNL you to take that back!"

"I will. You are worth just about enough
powder to blow you up."

Detroit Free Press: I think [t was a
shiume for the Indlans to bury thelr
hatchetn!™
“Why?'

“Just think how lovely they would be for
decorative purposes.'’

Chicago News: l-lmhlﬂd;—bld that novel

I brought you end happlly?
Wife—I don’t k!mnu {'t concluded by say-
herolne were married.

ing the hero and

Fuck: “They used to go rowing very
often before they were married. They
seemed very happy then,”

“They don't get along At all now."’
h‘:'l{n;i_ud‘r Who 18 rocking the matrimonial

at?”’

Philadelphia Press: Slopay—The idea!
romised to pay that tallor on the 15Lth oj
hir month. Here he's sent me & bill an

N ewitt—Brobably b i
ewltt—Probably ha wants 10 get In earl
Io' avold the rush. . 4

Philadeiphia Press: He (reproachfully)—
Perhaps you forget what hnpl;wnad yn{or-
day, was cut by my dearest acquainte
ance, the one I love best in &ll the world,
in fact—

Bhe (coolly)—The (dea!

Do yoa
shave yourself? ¥

really

Indianapolis Newns: “Jorry.” sald Flahe
eorty, “why Is It ye're gitiin' a0 proud since
ye're gittin' & bit of money ahead?’

+ 'tis lolke that wid all th' rieh,*
. "“'Tis a measurs of protiction
ag'in' me poor relations.”

Detrolt Free Press: “John never has
& collar _that isn't broken down in front.”
'‘No. He does It looking at the fraternity
pins on his walstcoat."

Cleveland Plaln Dealer: “Yes, just rune
ning down to the country for a few days.'"

“Taking & dress suit along?’

"D{‘Gl: ;uﬂﬁ? 1 zuau nn:l I'v? Fot a
mackintos ero and a r o
boota. That's all.”™ » o

THE DESERTED ROAD.

Thomas Buchanan Raad.

Anclent road, that wind'st dessrted
Through the level of the vale,

Bweoping toward the crowded market
Like a streem without a sall

Standing by thes, I look backward,
And, as in the lght of dreams,

Bee the years descend and vanleh
Like thy whitely-tented teams.

Hore I stroll along the village,
As In youth's departed morn;
But 1 miss the crowded coaches,
And the driver's bugie<horn—

Misg the crowd of jovial teamsters
Filllng buckets ut the weils,

With their waina from Conestogs,
And thelr orchestras of bells.

To the merry wayside tavern
Comes the nolsy throng no mare;

And the faded :}fﬂ complaining,
Bwings unnoticed at the door.

While the old decrepit tollman,
Whalting for the fow who panss,
Reads the melancholy story
In the thickly springing grass,

Ancient highway, thou art vapish'd;
The usurper of the vale

Rolls in flery, tron ratils,
Exultations on the gale.

Thou art vanish’'d and-neglectady
But the good which thou hast

Thou by man It be forgotten,
thlhhe deathless as the sun.
Though neglected, gray and grasay,

Shall 1 pray that my deciine
May be through as varnal valleys,
And as blest a calm as thine,

B

HairEscaping?
No wonder. Your hair is
starving. Feed it before it
all leaves you. Thenyou can
keep what you have and add
greatly to it. Ayer's Hair
Vigor is a hair-food. It stops
falling of the hair, makes the
hair grow, and always re-
stores color to gray hair.

“One year ago today | had not one
single hair on my head, and today I
have as fine a growth of hair as any

oung man in my town, and just three
Lmlu of Ayer's Halr Vigor did i.”
—Mhlf no Mu‘,. nc ml“' m.

best” from true civilization.

$106. Al dregriste.  J. C. AYER CO., Lowell, Mass.



