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EBugland, June 26.—(Bpeclal

Correspondence of The Bee)—In

the Athens of the British emplre

BRI  sirrounded by the time-eaten col-
legen of Enogland's oldest uni-

versity, under the shadows of the mighty
trovs whaore for centuries the greatest
seholars of our llternture lhave walked, 1
write for my American readers. By the
bequest of Ceell Rhodes, Oxford unlversity
Lot hecome to us the most interesting seal
of learping outside the United Stntes
From now on # hundred plcked American

boys, two from each state and territory, are
to bo kept here at school.  Mr. Rhodes® will

provides that each student I8 to b allowed
£330, or $1.600, n year for cxpenscs, mnd
that the pumber shall be kKept full by new

appolntments  made through competitive
axaminntions from year Lo Year For
‘hig reason exuminations for Oxford w.ll

henceforth be as common in Our country na
cxaminations for Wesl Paolnt and Aunnapolls
atream of Oxford graduntes will
lowly permoate every part of the unicn

But fNrst 1ot me glve you some ldea of Lhe
unlversity and s surroundings, 1 despalr
of transmitting more than an Impresslon
Nathaniel Hawthorne has truly sald that
“The world has piace ke it, and it
would take n more Lhan one
to comprihend and enjoy It satisfactorily.”

1 have visited most of the elpasie npots on
the globe, but lke thisg, Oxtord s
more impressive than Athens and the splirit
of learned antiquity seems (o hover more
closely over It than over the older ruins
of India, China und Japan. For more than
1,000 years men have gathered hore for
study, Traditlon ascribes Oxtord's founda-
tion 1o King Alfred in $72. When It began
It was eonnectesdl with the monasteries, bt
for more than seven centuries It was a uni
versity pure and slmple. During the mid-
dle ages It had as many as 3,000 studenta at
one time, and on through the centuries new
colleges have grown up about It, snd it has
held Its own os one of the chief educational
institutions of the world

and n

Jifetime nand

none

Twenty-Three Different Colleges,

The town of Oxford has now 0,000 people
It is situsted about sixly miles from Lon
don i the heart of rurnl Epgland, It is
embraced by the Isls or Upper Thames and
the Cherwell, which here Join and flow on
to london, the Thamen to the sen, The
coliegon are scal’ rod all over the cliy. They
"re ke our schools and you can
get no 1des of them by wuc h comparisons

Uxford unlversity Is nol one college, but
twenty-three colleges. Each college has \ta

mot great

own bulldings, masaive stone struclures of
two and three stories, surrounding green
courts or quadrangles, with mighty ftrees

limlng the streets in front of them. and parks
are scatltered here and there about them
Ry some the lsls and the Cherwell fow and
in other etnnd troes centurles old

The colleges are Indescribable thelr
time-worn and venerable grandeur. Many
of them are more like monasteries than col
logen They have thelr clolsters looking
out upon the guadrangles, and through thelr

In

carved doorways you may expect (o see a
monk In gown and cowl come forth. The
walls are falrly chewed by the teeth of
time. The pillars have holes in them Mk
those In the bark of & mighty tree long
wince dead, and on ithe roofs of some ths
slate 18 us worn as the wooden shingles of

Bach college has ta
with 1ts windows of
painted by
the old masters Bome have walls heautl
fully carved, some oak and
wondrous architecture meels you st every
nlép

n house 100 years old
chapel and dioiog ball

piolned glass mapy of them

are paneled In

How Colleges Are Constituied,

Bach college s Independent of th othere
Bach hus Its own studenis, Its own pro
fessors and its own lecturers although the
students of the various colleges may al
tend lectures where they ploase. The
students of & college live in it, and the
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pumber varies according to the reom and

popularity of the lnstitution Al present
there ate 3,600 undergraduates goIng to
school here There are ffly prolessors

and a large number of tutors

The saystem of |nstruction 1s different
fromm anyihing we have at home, and It
seeme to me that the American hoys will

have an ossy time and will beé able to take
honors without working as hard as In the
United States The sysiem seems to be
werely one of lectures, without recitations
No questions are asked lo class room and
the sole test of & man's scholarship is (n
examinations at the end of the term Ench
student t& supposed to have a tutor, who

lcoks over hls work and revises it from time

Lo time, but the average man does not work
half as hard as the American student and
the education gitven s undoubtedly far be
low that of our chief univeraitios

It s commonly { that more study 13
required ln preparation for Oxford than In
the carrying out of the college course. The

roquirements are aboul the same as for the
lnsslenl course of Yale, Harvard or Prince
ton. Examinations, for iostance, may be
taken at home, and if & boy has a good
foundation in Latin and Greek he gets in
without trouble. After ndmisslon he nttends
leciures as closely or e loosg iy as he

pleagen, the only requirement belng
samination

that he

pass the «
Wnly Hall as

The uplversity course of study Is prae-
tieally only half as long as that of our col-

Much Study.

lwges. It nominslly runs for three years,
but each vear s divided in half, and one-
half of it theé student spends at home, or
away from Oxford. Durlug this time be is

supposed to be studyiog by himself, but this
is wore suppesition than anything else.
This leaves (hree years of six mounths each,
or elghtern months for the college course
Dur colleges require four years of at least
ulne or thirty-six monthe in all,
and it is falr to say that the American stu-
dent gets o more bard study In one mouth
of this time than the Oxford man does In
two. | have before me 4 book recommended
by the hesd of the Bodlelan library, the

months,

COLL

OXFORD, WHICH CECI1L, RHODES
chicf llbrary of Oxford, and one of the groat
lbrarics of the world, giving reliable infor-
muatlon about the university. According to
this the average man bere spends his day
as follows. He gives his mornings to work,
his mfternoons to play and his evenings to
such socinl recreations as please him most
He enterinins his friends at breakfasts,
luncheons snd wines, and often goea \n for
rowing. ericket apd foot ball, which are the
chief sports of tho Institution 1 hive
inlked with both professors and students,
nnd as far as | can learn the men here have
mwuch more lelsure than in our American
coleges, and to many of them a university
course ls more play than work

Walk Through Christ Church,

1 can give you a better idea of college
life by taking you through one of these In-

etitutions Let us vislt Christ Church
college. It has 3200 sludents and s the
richest and most arlstocratic of the twen

ty-three colloges which make up the o
versity The others are much the
only smaller, although every one covers:
several acres and would be consldered
large outslde of Oxford. The bulldipgs of
Christ Church, with their guadrangles
must have an areda of ten acres, The chief
struciure fronts on Cornmarket street, not

B

far from the Thames, Its front Is longer
than a blg American elty block, and with
is great tower at the end It looks more
like a fort than a college, There s o galy
in the center with a statue of Cardinal
Wolsey above It and a stone tower rising
over it. At the gate there is a doorkeeper

always on guard He clotes Lhe gate
pight with masalve doors and scrutinizes
carefully all who go into the college during
the daytime

Al

In the tower over the gate |s the great

bell of the university. It is known as Big
Tom, and it wightly rings the curfew of
ihe university. The bell welghs elght tons

and Its ding-dong can be heard for miles
Oxford. The curfew bell Is rung at
five minutes past 9. At this time the s |
of 101 strokes & heard, warniog the sty-
dents that they be in thelr rooms |n

about

Inust

ATTENDED.

the college, and that I they
will be fined and punished
As soon as the bell stops ringing the two
proctore of the university start
thelr assistants to look up recreant
dents The proctors m ght be called the
cvhiel of the college poliee. They are uni-
versity men, and each has four assistants
taken from the town people to help him,
that in all the posse of college police
whilch makes its nightly round oumbers
Len. Fhe assistants are called bulldogs—
they might be callied bloodhounds, for it is
thelr buslpess track the fleeing
The proctors first make
reund of the billiard saloons
and warn the
must go in If they
sireels without a college cap
they accost him with a question
“Do you belong to the universiiy?*
It

ure not

they

out with

"lu

80

o down
undergraduntes
their regular
and beer
that they
on the
Bown

houses students
find a man

ar

the man

answers “'yYes" his name and
college nre brusquely inquired. He I8 askod
why he is out without his gown and cap

and is ordered to go In at once and repor:

without delay before the vive chancellors
ourt at 10 the uext morning for fine anid
punishment It he crentes a disturbance

n the strects or gels Into trouble of any
kipd he s called before this
mun who is outl afier

th authorities

. and the
a §erious Limi

12 has
e

Fines nnd Punishments,

There i= & regular me of Bnes for
belng oul lute Each « ¢g¢ has Its own
in ger i the charge for ab

I 1 12 1 penny, be-

tween 10 g2 = pen and between 11
und 12, 1 ng The man who s out
after 12 be fined £1, or §5, or
‘ :‘—.; more, according to the offense. He in
also Hable to be gated—that Is, to be kept
in the college after & o'clock every night
for a w ey k. & month or perhaps .-.. whii)a
term, The fines fur misdemeanors run us
0 as §25, nnd .

,l_ : in serious cases the stu-

Are somellmes represented by coun
(¥ | 1 livge couyprs:

ri

The university has « omplete cootrol over
the students, and io

Many respects over

LEGE.

the town of Oxford as well, The vice ob
cellor can order objectionubl persduns to
leave the city and can enforce the golng
away of young women w Hose charncters

tend to injure the morality of the students
The oMicials ¢an imprison such charncters
and fine them,

and they do their beet to
keep them out of Oxford,
luside nn Oaford College,

But let us ¢nter the gate under whicn
Big Tom hangs, It 18 now noon and the
heuvy doars are thrown back. You ean
see a Wicket In one of them through which
the doorkeeper looks at night and tabics
the name of the student who call= after
hyurs and collects his tine, We puss on
into the guadriangle This I8 un (mmens
hollow urt of nbout four acres, coversal
with grass, shaved as closely as thoueh it
were carpeted There |8 a fountain In the
venter and wide, well-Kept walks radhat
from this to the main entrances of the
buildings This Is only one gquadrangle of

institution Christ Church has five

this Is the largest and finest The
great stone structure about I 18 of onls
two stories, but the cellings are so high
that it has the efMeot of n four-st
bullding «f the United Stules

The walls are enterzd by arched doors
much like those of a great vault., A wid
stone pavement runs clear around 1the

building, vorresponding 1o the clolsters of
some of the other colleges, and on this you
may see students in black caps and gow
witlking
The many windows

which look

out upon
the court have long boxes of fowers In
them. These windows belong to the stu
dents’ rooms. Every man at Oxford has a

suite of two or three rooms of his own. H
hus a bedroom, a sitting room and a bint!

room, and the colleges are so large tha
there I8 no crowdipg, The rooms fare wWe
Hghted, but the heating of them Is by
griates.
student Life and Expenses,

1 made n sumber of Inquiries about the
expenses of living wt Oxford. | find th

the American boys with their

$1.500 n )'l-:uN

will be better provided for than the aver-
uge English undergraduates. The best au-
thoritles state that a man who s careful

can live atl Oxford on §500 a year, If bhe hns
4 home at which to spend B8 vacsijons
He ls at Oxford only six months, and this
means un average of a little more than
$13% n wmonith. SBome men cut down thels
t ge to about §500 o but
greéal many spend mor The entrance
At of the colléges is $25, In addi
A depesit of $1°0 I8 required to
kitchen and other fess. The
fee I1s $12.060, and fror
te furnlsh one's rooms. 1

ment r od the

life Year,

o
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The si®dents 1ive the colleges much a

a botel, Each » has a servant, whoo
be shares with seven or elght others, The
servant Is koown * He TUNS
errands, takes care ome and serve
such of the taken  lm the
rooms,

Each college has &
where all the cooking
has a common dinin
where all
for

hes,

pletures and

on

In
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In the hall there |8 8 res
desk, at which one of the professors s

E
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