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David B, Hil evideutly still labels

Bblwself as a democrnt.

To anxlous Inguirer: No, the corona-
tlon bas noihing te do with Carrlenation.

With the house pulllng for Nicarugua
Bnd the senate for Panama, an arbi-
tration commitice will have to come to
the rescue.

Douglas county democerats flght it out
In thelr primaries, but they never know
who they are for until the convention
Btarts working.

—_—

Coming down to hard pan, the only

Feally tall thmber before the republican

Btate convention was planted In  the

lteutenant governor's place.
—“

- What would our esteemed World-

Herald do to fill up its editorinl columns
i it did not have Rosewater as a peren-
hial subject for discussion?

When the New Jersey silk mills re-
pume, after agroement hetween men and
pwoers, the word will come that every-
thing 18 again “finer than silk."”

R

An Omaha man suddenly dropped
dead after vothig at a democratic pri-
mary. Moral—Vote the republican ticket
that you may live long and prosper,

———

France's historle king will have to

titke off his hat to the Omaha school

d when it comes to marching up

the hill and then marching down again,
e e

Colonel Bryan's advantage as an
editor will now come Into play. He can
take hig pen in hand and tell just what
he thinks of the oratory served up at
the Tilden club feast,

R —

Wao presume the democratic system in
Yogue here with a day Intervening be-
tween primary amd convention 1s de-
signed especially for the benefit of those
who operate on the political live stock
exchange,

|

Congress is expected to  adjourn
wvithin another two weeks, but the leave-
to-print privilege will not be withdrawn
notil all mewmbers have awmple oppor-
tunity to get thelr campalgn speechies in
ype &t government expense,

e

Not content with casting advance
‘Moroscopes for the convention, the po-
Utleal astrologers Insist on making mind
readings to explaln the results. And
thelr post-prandial  dissertations are
about as wide of the mark as their pre-
yvious dlaguosls.

The north half of the Loulsville rall-
road bridge was assessed ln Indinna for
£1.000,000 for 1001, The west half of
the Union Paciic Omaha bridge s as.
sessid for $1.588 In Nebraska. The
rallrond tax burotu can explain this
discropancy by polnting to the fact that
The Bee bulldiug was assessed for only
$165,000 In 1001,

‘ ——

The attempt to name a street adjoln.
fog , the federal bulldiog in Baltimore
Jafter Our Dave falled because It was
misplnced. It should have been directed
toward giving his nnime to the street ad-
Joining the house that Mercer bullds,
dn that case, however, we will probably

*~have to logk for Mercer street neither

in Baltimore nor tn Omahs, but in Mig-
'mpd.ll.
————————

ent Cleveland's references
Ao a democracy for the future “‘uncor-
rupted by offers of strange alllsnces™
were doubtless designed for the beneflt
of democrats ln the western states stock
to the fusion tiy paper by molusses of
patronsge and spolls. Bat Mr. Cleve-
land's admonition will only make the
Nebruska fles more greody for the fu-

slon adbesive plaster,

be compelled *o pay each year large sums
to the various towns and citles, Ooly re-

cently the assesumenls of the rallways of
the sinte have been incroased from 80 to
100 per cent by the Riate BDoard of Valua-

tlon and Assessment, and under the declsion
| handed down today the same bakis #ill be
|n:1||-.1mx-l by the cities and counties, tane
greatly (ncreasing the fixsd chargen of Lie
variogn  raliways, and particularty the
Loulsville & Nashville, which suffered an
| Inerease of 100 per cont, s franchise
belng  valued at  §60,000,000, a8 against
' §20,000,000 heretofore. The declalon was in
the case of the Southern Rallway ngsalost
Aumlditer Coulter snd other members of the
Btnte Board of Asscssament and Valuation
It upheld the judgment of the lower court.—
Frankfort (Ky.) special to Chicago Tribune,

Thisg righteons decislon of the Ken-
tucky supreme court estublishea s prece-
dent which soover or lnter will be fol-
lowed In every state of the unlon in
spite of rallrond atiorneys and tax bu-
reaus. The rallroads have always ex-
ertedd a8 powerful political Infuence in
Kentucky, but in spite of all of the
pressure they conld bring the assess
ments have been lnereased by the State
Board of Assessment this year from
30 to 100 per cent,

It will be poted that the assessment
of the franchises of the Loulsville &
Nushville alone has been ralsed from
£30,000,000 to 860,000,000, If the fran-
chise of the Loulsville & Nashville rall-
rond Is worth $60,000.000 in Kentueky,
how mnch s the franchilse of the Unlon
Pacitic worth in Nebraska? How mueh
I8 the franchise of the Burlington worth,
and how much those of the othier roads?
Up to this thne thess franchises, wlhich
are worth pot less than 200,000,006,
have escaped taxation altogether, but
that Is pot all, The tangible property
of the rallroads has practically been ex-
empt from taxation for municipal pur-
Poses.
Under the declsion of the Kentucky
gupreine coirt the property and frau-
chizes of rallropds will pay just the
snme taxes In elties ag all other classes
of property. That prineiple will in due
time prevall In Nebraskoa, Nowhere s
the diserimination more fagrant than
In the nssessment at Omaha. Under the
assessment made by the state bLoard
this year the west half of the Unlon
Pacific ratlvoad breldge, assessed for
$1,008, will pay just $47.04 fnto the clty
treasury of Omaha, when it should pay
at least 83,000 to 85,000, The Fremont
& Elkhorn road for all its property, in-
cluding  rightof-way, depot grounds,
depots, teruinnls and property of every
deseription, 18 assessed ut $12.000, and
will pay 8387 In clty taxes, when It
should by rights pny at least $4,000 to
$6,000, The Burlington passenger and
freight depots, depot grounds, terminal
facilities, sidetracks nod equipment will
pay only £322 in tnxes for city purposes
In 1002, when they ought to pay at least
from £0,000 to £10,000,
When all the rallroads and other cor-
porations enjoying valuable speeclal
privileges pay thelr share toward the
cost of state aud city government, the
tax rate will be reduced proportionately
and property values will increase. In
the eud the consumer pays the frelght,
The rallroads levy the taxes on the
products of the state and thelr own
tuxes are included and collected before
they pay their assessments,
E——

THE SPUOUNER SUBSTITUTE,
The passage by the senate of the
Spooner substitute for the Nlicarngun
ennnl bill that passed the house will be
satisfactory to everybody except the ex-
treme advocates of the Nicaragua route,
who are unmoved by argument or facts,
The substitute I8, of course, a com-
promise. It does not determine the
route to be selected, placing tils ro.
sponsibility upon the president under
certain clearly specified conditions. If
the president finds that the Panama
Canal company ean eonvey to the
United States a satlsfactory title and
there can be secured from the govern-
ment of Colombla by treaty control of
the necessary territory as specitied in
the blll, then the president shall select
the Panama route. Khould it be found
that these requirements cannot be met
the president s authorized to proceed
with the construction of a canal by the
Nlcaragua route, having first secured by
treaty with Nicaragua and Costa Ricn
the necessury territory and other con-
cessfons,

It Is the opinlon of some of the ablest
lawyers in the senate that there will be
no dificulty In securlng a clear and
sutlsfactory title to the property of the
Panama Canal company. As to the
concesslons that will be required from
Colowbla, It Is alse belleved that there
wlll be little difficnlty in obtalning them,
The goverument of that republic has
shown a most earnest desire that the
United States shall complete the eanul
und has recently signlfied its willing-
ness to grunt the most Hberal conces-
slons o this government. There nre
certainly no  greater difficulties, as
shown by negotintions thus far. In the
way of securing necessary concessions
from Colowbla than from Nicaragua
and Costa Rlca, All these countries
are anxious, there is no doubt, to make
the best bargain they can, but they will
finally necept such tefms as the Unlted
States dees to be falr and ressonahble.

The two routes have recelved the most
thorough investigation wnd cousldera-
tion nod the welght of expert and sclen-
tHid opinfon Is unquestionsbly on the
side of Pavnma, Both are practicable,
but the Pupama I8 the safer route, as
bus been abundantly demopstruted by
recent conditious. The highest sclen-
tifie oplulon Is unfavorableé to Nlcaragua
and although the extreme partisans of
that route have persistently endeavored
to discredit this opinion it Is undoubt-
edly accepted by a largd majority of the
public, A casal on the Panawa route
would cost for construction consider-
ably less than by the Nicaragua route
and as the cost of either will be grest
the fuancial consideration Is lmportant,

Whether or not the house will adopt
the Spoouer substitute for its LIl s a
question abput which po confident pre-
diction ¢an be made. What Is known

liummmhmwumwthu

considerable change of opinion among
house mombers, hot perhaps hot suf
clent to pass the substitute, The proba-
hility s that the house will ndbhere to
the Niearngus Bl and in that case
there will be no canal legigiation at thie
session.
——
PARTY GRUANIZATION,

A question lns arvisen whether the re-
publican  state conventlon Just  held
Maced the authorlty to appoint the see
retary and other officers of the state
tommitter with the state chalrman or
with the candidates on the state tleket,
The precedent was set by the state con-
vention of 1901 to vest the chalrman
with the power to pame the secretary.
We think this precedent Is all wrong be-
raure It proceeds on the mistaken theory
that the secretary 1s n clerk to the chair
wnn instead of an officer of the com-
mittee who ghould derive hils authority
from amd be responsible to the same
body as the chalrman,

The convention ltself, of course, is the
embodiment of the party and after its
nddJournment the party organization is
represented by the state cominittee,
whose members tire directly accountable
to thelr constituencies In thelr respective
districts, The offlcers of the committee
shonld be chosen by the conventlon or
by the state committee,  The secretary
In particnlar showld be a man of ca-
pacity and expericnce, in touch with
politien] conditions and able to perform
his duties without walting on the chalr-
nedn for minate directlons,

Undler present circumstaneces, it may
mike no difference In the charncter of
the officers no mntter by whom they are
named, but the principle of direet re-
spousibility to the rank and fle of the
party through Its convention or state
committes should be applied o all the
otHeers of the party In s organized
capacity.

—————————
DEMUCRATIC REHABILITATION,
Grover Cleveland and David B. Hill
have told the democrsts of the country
what thiey deem to be necessary to' the
rehabllitation of the party, Both ree-
ognlze the fact that the partly Is badly
disorganlzed, that It has wandered away
from its traditlonal principles nnd that
the only hope for it is to get back upon
the old llnes,  Both plead for hatmony
and both profess fuith that the demo:-
racy will somchow or other escupe from
fts present unhappy condition and be

restored to popular contidence,

Mr. Clevelund deprecated the enlling
of harsh names aud Insugurating o sys-
tem of arbitrary proscription and ban-
Ishment, a8 has been done by the Bryan-
Ites,  He also administered a slap to
that political ¢lement when be sald that
the democratic party never thrives “by

an inglncere play  upon  unresson-
fng prejudice and  seltish  anticipa-
tion,” He must have had in mind

when be made this declaration the class
appeals and the Invoeations to prejudice
of the democratic leader lu the Inst two
niational enmpalgns. 1o the oplnlon of
Mr. Cleveland the democracy has al-
rondy In store the doctrines for which
it tights Its suecessful battles and, of
conurse, he regards the tariff as chief in
fmportanee,  He did not overlook the
“huage Industrial aggregutions,” which
when president he did nothing to re-
press, but he was chlefly concerned
about the system of tariff taxation
“Whose robblug exnctions are far be-
yonud the pecds of economical and legl-
timate goverment expenditure,” and he
wondered that this had been subordi
pated by democtiats, appareatly forget-
ting the bitter experience of the conntry
a8 the result of his tariff poliey.

Diavid B. Hill discussed the demoeratic
situation as a politiclan who is not
averse to playilng the part of demn-
gogue. He assalled the foreign policy of
the administration, depounced President
Roosevelt for what he sald in his Dee-
orantlon day nddress, charged that free
gpeech  had been  suppressed, talked
about the faflure to do something for
the Boers and abused General Wood,
What this has to do with r}‘hahllllaung
the democratic party Is not apparent,
but this and much more of the same
character, constituted the greater part
of the speech made by Mr. HIll at the
opening of the Tilden ¢lub quarters In
New York. He further disclosed hils
charncter as o demagogue by lauding
Cleviand and extolllng Bryan—which
must have been  anything but
pleasing to the former, who s uot
# demagogue or a hypocrite. There Is
pothing In the speech of Mr. Hill that |s
Hkely to be belpful to the democracy.

* The democeatic party was vever o
a more hopless condition thun now, The
course of ils representutives In congress
has increased the party demorallzation,
and the efforts of some of the lenders,
or would-be leaders, to reorganise the

| party, have ouly had the effect of ag-

gravating its unbappy condition and
still further weakening it o popular
confldence, by more fully exposiug its
luck of statesmanship, patriotism saod
progressive Ideas,

It Is evidently not 80 much what Rose-
water did In the conveuntlon that wor-
ries the local popocrutie organ but what
he did pot do. It was hopiug the con-
vention would renowmlnate Savage and
Btuefer and suppress the demeand for
the wxation of corporate franchises and
that Rosewater would dreate a scene on
the tloor, Because the convention put
up new candidates for governor and
treasurer, gave Douglas county the Heu-
tenpnt  governorship, and (nserted o
strong tax reforus plaok in the platform,
the popocrats are dismally apd dread-
fully disappointed and, as usunl, want
to lay the blame for all thelr woes on
Rosewnter,

—

The rallroads of Nebraska must bhave
money to burn but not to pay taxes
Thelr tax bureau has made a contract
with an Omaba sagency for placing
cuts of 812 inches of thelr Bulletin
Number 11, advertising Rosewater and
The Bee ns tax sbhirkers, with the fol-

Lloﬂu lpstructious: “Flense send copy

checking purposes each week. 1f this
work {s done In good shape we expect
to continge beyond the 312 inches™ If
this work Keeps up the railroad mana-
gers will wake up some morning to find
the state all ablaze and no escape in
sight even In a eyelone cellar.  Whom
the gods wish to destroy they firet make
mindd,

A trip throngh Nebraska at this sea-
son of the year, when corn slioots are
leaping out of the gronmd, affords the
best oljest lesson on what constitutes
the baszis of Nebruskn's greatness and
prosperity. As a corn state, Nebraska
brooks po competition,

Mutunl Hellef.

Baltimore American,

From the eagerness with which Boers and
British are falling on each other's necks It
Is evident that each is grateful for the help
given to let the other go.

A Common Tmpulse,

Chicago Post
Huts off to Rear Admiral Clark] Here I
at least one officer of the rank who has
kept his uniform freo from dust and haa
done nothlng to cause any brother officer
to use & clothes brush,

A Foregone Concluslon,

Baltimore American.

A letter was Iately received at the pen-
tion office asking that the writer's pension
be reduced, as he thought it was too large,
When the fOrst shoek was aver an Investl-
gutlon was made. The writer wan found to
be iosane. A bit of practieal comment on
patriotle hKuman nature (s to be found in
the fact that this result furprised no one.

In It Money Well Spent?

Phlladelphin Ledger

It Secretary Root can sustaln his neser-
tion that the alleged bribe of $25.000 paid
to Gomez was not only a legitimate ex-
pense, but actunlly averted such n war with
Cuba n=z we have had with the Philippines
it was one of the best payments this couns
try ever made. Such a service would have
been cheap at o thousand times the price.

REAR ADMIRAL CLARK.

Bestonwnl of Hompors Conspleunounsly

Well Denerved,

New York Tribune,

The promotion of Captaln Charles E. Clark
o be a rear admiral of the United States
navy I consplcuously well deserved and
will be applauded by the people of the
United States with rare unanimity. Thers
can be no Invidiousness In saying that he
was among those who dld the nation best
service in the Spanish war and concern-
Ing the value of whose services there was,
and s, least ground for doubt or dispute.
We have only to recall the elmple facls of
record. When the Maine was destroyed and
war was seen to be Inevitable the eres of
the nation turned to Captnin Clark and hils
ship. The hope of the nation was placed In
hig bringing the Oregon around to join our
flest In Caribbean waters and thus making
the latter strong enough to cope with any
fieet Spain might seond agalnst 1. All
through that long and arduous voyage the
Oregon was followed by the Amerlcan peo-
ple with an anxiety seldom known In our
history. When at Iast her safe arrival on
the Florida coast was announced, ready for
Instant combat, there were universal rellef,
exultation and confidence—sentiments amply
vindicated a lttle Inter when the Oregon
played so Indispensablo a part In the great
sex drama off Santingo.

We have only to remember these things
to realize the nation's debt of gratitude to
Rear Admiral Clark. Tho man who, at llttle
more than a moment's notice, could set aut
with his ship on a voyage such as no other
battleship In the world had ever under-
taken; who could take her through two
oceans atd three zones and all around a
continent at racing speed with never a
mishap or an hour's delay; who could rush
her into the goal after such a voyage abead
of echedule time in perfect trim for imme-
diste nctlon: who could make her glve so
superb an account of herself In the ensulng
battle, and who through it all could be so
modest and vold of mere self-seeking—such
a man i&8 made of the right stuff for high
command In the service which has known a
Diecatur and a FParrsgut, We may not
revive within us In these quiet days the
thrill  nand the enthusiasm which the
very name of the Oregon uroused only four
¥oars ngo; but unless we would repudiate
those former sentiments ns spurlous wo
ghall do well (o recognize with fullest
earnesiness the fitness of bhonoring the man
who was reaponsible for and who Is to
be credited with the unparalleled achieve-
ments of the Oregon In 1808,

AWELLING PENSION ROLL.
Roll of Monor Grows with
the Yeunrs,
Chicagoe Record-Herald (rep.).
It is reported from the office of the com-
missioner of pensions that the pumber of

How the

pensioners April 30 was 988,308, and that

there were 206,209 clalms pending, of which
83,611 are due to the war with” Spaln.

The correspondent of the Record-Herald
who sends the flgures suggests that gome
surprise will be felt at their magnltude,
Surprise ls certainly a mild feeling under
the clrcumstances. It & now thirty-seven
years snince the close of the civil war, yet
the number of penaloners is the largest In
our history. There has been a steady In-
crease, with but a slight setback in 1808
1900 since 1875, when the total was 223 908,
This increase went on with wsocelerated
gpeed toward the close of the decade 1880-
1500 and was glven a new !mpulse by the
disabllity penslon act of the year last
pamed. During 1861 and 1862 It was at the
rale of 200000 a year, and in 1803 the total
Elood at 960,012, By that time the foroe of

the new legislation wus fully devaloped,
but additions to the rolls have continued
as indicated by the totals for the years
naméd in the following table:

1994 R AT
150G .. 980, 539
155 90T

1557 v 995, 3
1568 993,714

In roneldering these Agures It must be
remembered that (here i8 o large number
of deaths gvery year among the older peo-
#loners and mmong those claimiog from
them. This secounts for the silght Increase
at the present time, and not any lack of
applioations. The last report of the com-
missloner of penslons showed that the orig-
inal application on account of the elvil
war for the flscal year epding June 31,
1901, amounted to about 30,000, and that
the applications on account of the Spanish
war for the same period numbered nearly
20,0040,

The pending Spanish clalms of 28,611 rep-
resenta & very large percentage of the
troops who saw uctual service, and un-
doubtadly many of them should and will be
disallowed. It is simply Lmpossible that an
army of young men such as wae called to-
guther could present that number of just
clalme, Another notlesable feature of the
applications in connection with the Spanish
war Is the large number of *“‘remarried
widows" who are claimants under the nct
of March §, 1301, O¥er 1,000 of them had
appoared before June 30 of that year to
soek restoration during a second widow-
hood or diverces. And the possibilitities
trom this viclous legislation are only dimly

realized a8 yoi,

JUNE 21, 1902.

Through Populist Glasses

How Republican Convention

Looked from Behind Them.

The republican state conventlon Wednes-
day renominated all the present state of-
ficers except governor and treasurer. This
will be regarded by Mr. Rosewater as a
victory for himself. he having driven Gov-
ernor Bavage and Treasurer Stuefer out of
the race,

Hight from the start it was notlceable
that the Elkhorn-Unlen Pacific combination
back of Roberston and the Burlington forces
bebind Dinsmors were In for a sham pro-
traoted strugnle. Early in the day It was
®ald that Thompson and Rosewater had
combined to make Speaker Sears the nom-
fnee, but after the third ballot that gentle-
man was practically ¢ut of the running.

The night before the convention sentl-
ment seemed to point to Diasmore of Clay
ns the man whom the Burlington was push-
Ing to the front, although the expraesion
was frequently heard: *"“Well, T don't know;
you see, Mickey is neutral ground and (i
miay go to* him.,"” “Neutral ground” had
reference simply (o the ralironds. Mickey
s rogarded as p Unlon Pacific man, located
in what Is really Burlington territory. He
s the man who was mentioned a weak or
#0 Ago by a prominent raliroad man at the
Lindell hotel as the one “we have plcked
out.”"

John H. Mickey I& a rosident of Osceola,
Polk county. He I= described by the State
Journal ns a “farmer, banker, old soldier
and ploneer.”” By a curlous colncidence
he Is president of the same bank that Qov-
ernor Nance was president of when he was
nominated for governor; but Mr. Mickey
wis nominated on the thirteenth ballot—
and that undoubtedly means that the par-
allel will go no further.

Rosey had his way in a groat part. He
had previously driven Governor Bavage
from the feld hecauwe of the Bartley par-
don—yet Governor Savage stands for an in-
crease in rallroad assessments, something

Nebraska Independent (pop.)

The Bee pretends to champion. Just prior
to the convention Treasurer Stuefer with-
draw, “in the Interosts of harmony,” but
really because of The Bee's onslaught.
Treasurer Stuefer stands exactly on the
same ground as does Auditor Weston on
the rallrond assesamont—yet Rosewater
minde fish of one and fleah of the other.
Norris Brown “wounded the keynote” iIn
his spooch as tempornry chalrman. A4 a
keynote It was rather squeaky. He didn't

hesitate to repeat the republican le, told,

so often that sowme really belleve 1, that
the present adminlstration bas conducted

the state ipstitutions a year nnd have a|

“surplus” Jeft of 387.281.61. Any one at
all conversant with the matter knows that
these flgures are based oo calling eoloven
months’ expenditures the expenditures for
& “year.,” It Is also well known that Mr
Brown's figures do not Inolude the expondl-
tures at the penitentinry, where the re-
publican warden used up the $35,000 maln.
tenance approprintion in ten months and
will have about 240,000 deficlen® by ihe
time the next legislnture ncts; that they do
not Include the Kearney Industrial school,
where Becretary Mallalien used about $80,-
000 in one year of a $07,000 appropriation
intended for two years. Brown makes an
excellent speech of the “Joshing” kind, but
his statements of fact capnot be relled
upon.

The platform [s8 exactly what one ocould
expect from &  republican ronventlon
dominated by the raliroads. After all of
Hosewater's howling, the taxation plank is
slmply a lot of glittering generalities quite
acceptable to George W. Holdrege and his
coadjutors, The conventlon indorsed
Roosovelt's attitude on the Cuban reci-
procity matter and thereby threw the bhar-
poon into Senators Millard and Dietrich.
H, C. Lindsay was aga!ln made ohuirman
of the state commitiee,

OTHER LANDS THAN OURS,

Bismarck's Iden of Germanizing the Polish
provinces of Prussia has been readopted
by the Landtag and n credit of 100,000,000
marks is to be voted to further the scheme.
The money Is to be employed to purchase
Polieh estates upon which German fam-
{lles are to be settled and the expectation
Is that the Polish gentry will “blow in*
the price at the gamlng table. What hap-
pened before ls likely to happen aguln. No
less than 400,000 acres were purchased from
Polea out of the fund created at Bilsmarck's
Instapce In 1886 and the land was resold on
ensy terms to 6,000 German familles which
were fnstalled on the snme. But the Poles
dld not go to Monte Carlo. What they 414
Wwns to encourage the peasantry uand small
tradesmen of their natlonality to make lite
unendurable for the newcomers by the
methods famillarly known in Ireland s
hoyeolting, Sooner or Iater the Germans
were gind to sell out at any price and the
thrifty Poles became repossessed of thelr
acres for A sOng.

aan

Drouth has always been the curse of a
Ereat part of Australla and has been more
than usually persistent for six years and
more. Conditions have been growing stead-
fly worse and worse, and now seem to have
renched something like & flimax. A oorre
spondent of a London journal writing from
Sydney gives a doleful unt of the
quences of the seventh yenr 99 dryness. The
only districts which have escaped, he says,
are the northern rivers of New South
Wales and parts of Riverina. The losses
of sheep have been enormous and even ﬁ&e
riabbita are starving. The rabbit is n t
in Auatralla, - but its destructien Ix only a
very small compensation under the elreum-
tances. In parts of western Queensiand
cattle are suffering and the outlook is a
aerlous one, for when agriculture suffors
In Australla financial Interests are Iargely
Involved, The question of water storage and
irrigation Is one of the most sarious prob-
lems to be solved by Australian statesmen,
The state governments of New South Wales,
Victorla and South Australin have been cone
forring together recently and have ap-
pointed a committee of engineers to Inves-
tigate and report.

A
The rece election of deputles in Bel-
glum was of uncommon interest, because

some conslderable effect of the Soclalist
strikes was anticipated. It should be
noted, however, that violent political
chagges are unlikely under a aystém by
which only one-half of the members of
the House of Commons are chosén at each
blennial election. But eeventy-six of the
iF seats were balloted for Ie the May
elections, and under these circumstances
the galn of four seats by the Boclallits was
all that could have been eXpected. It
ecems llkely, Indeed, that the rank and file
of the Boclaligia felt that the recent strikes
had been p tated without dus consid-
eration or provision, and accordingly gave
to their leaders only a languld support.
That the Soclalist agitation is not wholly
frultless appears from the announcement
that the Clericals, with thelr clear ma-
Jority of twenty-four, will abolish the
triple vote. This at present s granted Yo
those who hold certain diplomas of higher
study—a oclass which naturally includes
many priests. 1t would be a substantial
copcession on the part of the Clerienls,
though still far from the ope-man-one-vote
system which the Hadloals and Soclallsts
deslre; so It appears that the Socialist agi-
tation even while tll-timed and badly Ai-
reclted, was not, as most observers held,
& wanton dieplay of brute force. If it were
merely that, the rullng party could pot
aflord to conslder ils demands.
“nw

A Turkish garrison in Macedonla has
mutinied because the paymsster has not
been seen or heard of for months, It may
be perplexing to some people that the
hardy and patiest Mussulmans who serve
the Sultan in uniform should rehel because
thelr pockets are empty. But it Is prob-
able there are hollow volds In thels stom-
ache also. It 1s & well known artlcle of
falth among the followers of Mahomel that
the plous warrlor who dies in battle goes
stralght to bis longed-for beaven. But the
Koran bhas nothing to say concerning the
future happiness of soldiers who are on
the edge of starvation in peaceful times,
and even the mueszzin's call to prayer as It
soutids from the sleader minaret may fMail
to appease the gnawlogs of appetiles made
ravenous by days and nighis of enforced
fasting outside the month of Ramadan. To
draw the walstbelt tighter, to say “kis-
met," and try to be stoleal, may keep the
rebellious splrit 1o check for a brief
season; but if the Sublime Porte does not
increane Ita suppliss of food In some of its
garrisons, and does not dole out 8 pltwance
of long overdue wages now and tken, the
throne of the Callphate may totter. For
many & year it has been propped up by
bayonets. Were any large part of the army
to be disaffected to the extent of an out-
break, that support might be so weakened
that the map of Eastern Burope and West-
ern Asla would need recasting.

aan

Sigoificant of the increasing number of
tourista (n the Alps 1§ an order recently is-
sued by the preféct of Savay to the effect
that all pereons aollecting fSowers or pluek-
in. plants fo the French Alps will be prose-
cuted. The new regulstions apply (o the
mountainous regions, where the edalwelss,
Alpine rose and olber #pecies of Alpine
planis grow, and the reason for it is that

Awithout some such regulation would scom

|
|become extinct. In many parte of Bavor,

partieularly In the Chamounix diatrict, the
edelwelss han completely dleappeared. No
such law exists In Switzerland, but unless
elmilar measures are taken there that coun-

[try will lose one of its greatest attractions.

Only a few years ago edelweiss could be
round nt a helght of from 1,000 to 2,000 feat,
but now it Is8 necessary to go to at lomst
3,000 feet levels In order to get I,

FPOLITICAL

DRIFT,

In the Cleveland, HI and harmony ban-
quet the peerless leader was conspleuously
among the “and other absentees.'

Minneapolls promises to rival 8t Louls
In the number of “eminent citizens” who
are dodging indletments for municipal
grafting. .

A former pugillst named MeMichael has
been elected to the senate of Georgla. It
Is hardly necessary to add that the senntor
I8 a fluent speaker.

Bourke Cptkran Is booked to succeed to
the lendership of Tammany and is likely
to be sent to congress. No wonder Croker
Is weary of politics.

Expert accguntants who oxamined (he

books find that the democratic financlers of
Missourl milked the state for $11,000,000 in
thirty years. Taxpuyers got off cheap.

8enator Quay proposes to Inaugurate an
era of reform In the politics of Pennsyl-
vania that will make all former reform
movements look llke thirty cents. What
Quay says goes In Pennsylvania.

A clever remark fs this by Senator Black-
burn: *“The positlon of the senate commit-
tee on privileges and elecilens (n regard to
the bill for the election of senntors by di-
réct vote of the people reminds me of the
man in Kentucky who got mired while
driving an emply wagon down a hill. He
couldn’t unload and he couldn’{ back up."

Robert Burke, the Croker of Chicago de-
mocracy, Is aptly nicknamed. Last winter,
when the Cook county grand jury became
offensively activo, the western Croker paid
$30.000 into the city troasury by check,
claiming to have mixed that much publie
mpfiey with his own. When the storm blew
over the check was recalled and payment
suspended. Burke still runs the democratic
machine,

Mayor Harrison of Chieago and former
Mayor Hopking of the same city mussed
#ath other's hair at the lllinols demoecratic
convention. Both were out for scalps and
Hopkins won out. Now he proposes ta fol-
low the scalped mayor to his tepee and
knock the lld off several things hitherto
kept out of slght. The sanitary depart-
ment of the party i likely to have a hot,
all-summer job,

Mayor Colllos of Boston anoounces that
In the future he will refuse to see ofMce-
seekers, who are now referred to the heads
of departments in which they desire to
soyve. Mr. Collina says that ever since his
olection in Junuary he has been working
night and day trying to see everybody and
he thinks it {s time to stop, all the 13,000
positions In the eity service being filled.
He declares that since taking his seat ns
mayor he hds seen about 16,000 eallers who
wished to mecure places for themselves or
friends.

Rbode Island, although a small state,
enjoys the distinction of having twice voted
on the proposition to pass = prohibition
law—ounce for and once agalnst, This year,
in November, the voters of Rhode Island
will pass upon a constitutional amend-
ment providing that 5,000 voters may pro-
pose specific amendments to the constiiy-
tion, such proposed amendments to be sub-
mitted to the people at the polls. If ap-
proved by n majority of the electors votlog
st town meetings the amendments will ba-
come part of the law of the state,

! COAL CONSUMERS SQURERED,

sonabie Prices.

New YOork World
| About 200000000 tons of econl of bolk
kKinds are being taken svery year from the
! United States mines. This total output was
| valued at the mines laat Yenr at §300,000 .
| 000—which is $1.50 & ton, These are rouni
figures, but quite close snovgh to give clear
view of the basie conditions underlying the
| strike.
| The conl Nelds of the eountry rontaln
| over 1,000 billlon tons of conal- il to &
| 5000 yeurn' supply at the preaent rate of
consumption. In view of the asasured dje-
covery of new methods of heating hy oil
gan, electriclly, ete.—thls Is practically an
Inexhaustible store of wvoal.

Yet, with the Iabor cost of mining coni
only 60 centa per ton, and iis total value
at the mine's mouth only $1.60 per ton,
the American peoplé are paying on an
Average about 36 & tou for thelr conl, tak
Ing bhard and soft togelher, and cannot
tell from day to day when §1 or §2 per ton
will be added to that price, nor whether
they will be abls to get It at any price,

No candid student of these figures. and
thelr platn dlaclosure of the fact that the
I price of conl to the consumer I8 ten titmes
the labor cost and four times the total
cost of productjon, ean doubt that at least
$1.50 a ton om an average, or $300,000, 000
per year, ls the fine levied on the prople,
In excess of reasonable prices, by the pri-
Vale monopaly that controls tholr conl
mines, free from any sffective regulation in
the publie Interest.

‘Illlllonl Esneted In Excesn of Hen-

PPASSING PLEASANTRIES,

Baltimore World: “I tried to teach my
Aog to Jump over my leg, :
Jld he cateh on?’
"Yes, twice. I've Just

ot out of
Pasteur Institute ~

the

Chicago Past: "Let's makoe up."” ho sug-
Bested

“Hut we huven't quarrelled.”” she pro-
teated

Never mind, Let's make up sanyway.”

New York Hun: Nelghbor—Your husbamd
getiing to e quite a lierary 1lon

Mra. Borus—Lion? Yes, that's the reht

name for him. Come upktalts and 16t me

show you his den

In

Philadelphia Press: “Haven't voy
that lovely new novel asked  the
rummer girl

N0 replled the other, “the only  edl-
tion of it U've seen has a horrid yellow
cover that doesn't accord with any of my
gowna," i

rednd
lirst

Chicago Tribune:

T tell you” enld the
landlord of the

sUmMINEr resort near the {(op

of the mountain. “4 man can it too
much of this pure afr." PR
"“".’”u‘i’1;:;l lI the tenderfool,, who was
€d 10 the clevatlon, 1 gan' . ¢
enough of S SRSt
Boston ’]’rnn--'rlj-;'__i'r!uu' Weave
: % " r has
written & good decl of pootry fately,
Griggs—1§ ow dld you henr of 17
Brigga—Why, Weaver told me himuelf
Grigge—You don't meun 11! Why, the
tr;-lj-‘-{w s absolutely withput shame, ixn't
e

Chicago Tribune: “Papa,” sald the sweet
Kirl graduate, “wasn't my commencement

Bown a whooperine? | ha " i y ir}
Skltined .'\II\'('}' Wl the other giris

“".\nd this Is the girl," sald papi, sudly
whoso gradunting easay was ‘An Apprnl
for Higher Btandards of Thought amlll Ex

pressjon!’

l_hll,‘:{‘lh’luil “Who was that fellow who
WAS w0 anxiouss to dpive . meat wagon
when the strike wis at the most dangerony
polnt?”

UL dow't know his name, but 1 understand
he's a profeselonal base ball umplire,””

Washington Star
ealid the veleran,
arnl'l_\' r \

“lam" ahswored the high-browed s
"My motto shall be '}-:;‘.-phqrnr'.' i yauth
“Don’t adopt any such motto as that.*
\\\';Il. then, *‘Conquer or dle!’ *

80, my brave bhoyv.
You ure golng into the

“What would you sugwest?*
*“"Think before you speak.*

SIDE TALKS WITH LITYLE noyYs,

‘J. J. Mentague In Portland Oregondnn.
Como hither, Uttle children, who would
o weglth accumulate
Without the stern necessity of working
. while you walt, )
First, get o high school

Years ngo,
Whose author for

h‘,slar)' of fifty

his copy used the s

he didn't know. ol g

Then get some stock exproselons like “the

. wild, alarming drum.”

Have done,” “Enough.” "Unhand me, sir!™
and “By my hilldom,"

Mix all together In n hat and take them
out by chance

And weave them firmly In a strong his-
torlcal romance,

You'll need a King or two.
mitke them boase and bad

Your Knlght must be full
vallant, dashing 1ad:

A gentle Princess. shrinking from a wed-
ding with a King,

You'll have to have to give the tale the
true romantic ring;
Then put a witty jestor In

with a rhyme,

Fr-rhnp*. nnd
j).m(pplltd. a

who's handy

And in & minstrel show you'll find the
Jests of his own time.
Give all thess persons all they need of

uncles and of aunts,
And cull them characters in your historiesl
romance,

But think not, Httle chlidren, though the
tale you thus have made,

He strong enough to put both Beott pnA
Dickeng in the shade,

The labor vou have started on #o bravely
now s done,

Without the most Important thing it i not

haif begun,

For you will need

You story book.

But you yourself, tell what you do, and
wear, and how you look—

It you are of the common folk, and eall

your trousers pantm,

These things must all be Known ers men

will purchase your romance,

to advertime—nn, not

Bend phnlnrruphl of your pet cat to every

magnzine, A

Get hulf tones of your Bunday clothes, and
Of Your soup turearns,

And have them published every week In

papers far and wideg,

Write stories of vour  awful grief when

Pat. your bulldog, dind

And in the publieations that the women
anly read,
Write essaye on “My First

CGireat Book,”
on "How One May Bucceed,”
And then you'll find that people &il will
Elndly take a chancs
And pive up thelr one-fifty for your popular
romance

these fowers are rapidly dissppearing “‘J

B

Good All Summer

The Rain Coat is good all summer, not only for bad
weather, but for the sea shore or the country.

In fact it is indispensable, it takes the place
of the top coat on water or on cool evenings.

$12.50 to $25.00

If you want the most stylish thing in Faney Flannel
Buits we have them from $7.50 to $15.00.
AND BERGES IF YOU PREFER.

No Clothing Fits Like Ours.

King -5

Exclusive Clothiers and Furnishers.
R. 8. Wilcox, Manager.
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