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sdom of Nicodemus

Short Story by L. H. BICKFORD.

(Coprright, 190, by 1. H. Mekford.)

The Bunrise Limited awept past the lower
#tura of Mrs. O'Hearn's Nebraeka farm
Spvary afterpoon at & o'cleek and Mre
D'Hearn's dog, Nicodemus, sallled down to
he fence and barhed at (i He was an
Wnlovely animal of oo breeding whatever,
B canine outcapt deserted by an emigrant,
Rnd his hostility to all rallway movements
Was proncunced and even excesslve, al-
though his besat effort and longest run were
reserved for the fving vestibuled traln that
came sn feetingly out af the east and shot
by him with contemptuous roar and ahriek

Jeaving & black cloud to hover over the
landscape long after the esuss of It had
disappeared from sight and hearing The

reemiug ambition nf Nicodemus was 1o some
day overtake this disturber at a moment
of dowpapeed when, he no doubt calculated,
he might scals the ferce and eripple It by
RO Attack In soma velperahle apot among
the little revolving thinge that aped it along
the ralla. In this hope the dog had made
hia energetic, If reaultless, race every day
for threes monthe, and that he was encour-
aged, If not abetied, by Mre. O'Hearn ber-
solf was county gosalp

A year after Mrs, O'Hearn's husband had
been snatched from the fleld of toll she
lost the compantenship and rourinhing daily
gt of her only cow That ths double
oalamity distressed her was not phenom-
enal, but the departurs of Michas! O'Hearn
‘was within the number of things recon-
cliable since ths movaments of Providence
(are to be accepted without question and
&re, indeed, but instances of the expected
Mra. O'Heoarn, a falthfully and notorlously
religioun person, resigned herself to the
simple hope that Mlchae! wae to be met
in another country. The taking off of the
cow left no such solnce, since. its spiritual
Juture 414 pot goncern her.

From the day the engine of the Bunrise
'L!mlted swept the anlmal in all literalness
from the face of the earth—it had been
Auther foollahly Investigating the putritious
‘Qualitien of the cinders—Mra. O'Hearn faced
8 world that appeured to be sihgularly un-
sympathetie. Where It had condoled with

her in her first beresavement It merely
smiled over her second. Obviousiy, in the
eyes of the comrmunity, the least fitting

Pplace for & cow to browse waa In the llos
of a lightning express, The station agent
at Exeter intimated as much when Mrs,
O'Hearn called upon him and depleted, with
gdmirabhla Astall, the circumstances of her
miafortone, He would, he declared, lay the
' gnatter before the proper ofMciale, but this
vonossalon came only after her angry In-
pletence bad shown him the folly of at-
tempting to pass lightly over her loss and
after ahe had somewhat freely given volce
10 her opinlons of hlmeelf and the company
he so modestly represented. When the
conversstion prolonged to the point of
tedlum to the station agent he closed the
tioket window and retreated to the baggage
i yoom; she withdrew, reiterating her senti.
ments throughout the town.

A week later she came agaln and her
winit left memories of lite, color snd action.
Ehe demanded to know whether the equiva-
jent bad been sent. The esguivalemt, ahe
had somewhat exactly fgured, was $30.15—
thla {temization lucluded $2¢ for cow and
15 cents for the purchase of milk thrice
‘weokly from a nelghbor. Her following
wvislt dlsclosed fully as close calculation,
for the squivalent had mounted to $30.80 and
{4t was plaln to the agent that her arith-
ymatlo carried with it rules of Interest and
cequity that would never be accppted by the
 company, even If it delgned to recogoize
her olalm for the cow (tael Adn-this bata-
rlloll. and on many ocomsjona thareafter,
| be, mentally convioced that his prevaries-
tion would not outlive his tenure of office,
ssserted that only the présaident of the road
had authority in the matter of destroyed
,cows, and, having made it clear te her
|that her clalm had been duly forwarded,
bbasou;ht her to follow methods lesa spec-
| tacular aud (o exercise some patience. At
!the same time he expressed his grief that
she should seloct a mere minlon of the
greal corporation—who had in himself no
power of restitutlon—to make the object of
!hcr expresslons of disapproval. For by
jthis timo the agent was abooyed aver
supndry saillea of village wit that expended
Jtself In wsolicitous inquirles regarding the
vislis of Mra. O'Hearn.

Having so frankly thrown himself on her
merey, ho made a porsonal truce with the
Asdy, but each wouk a new bill was pre-
mented with its acoumulation of HAgures,
together with verbal expressions of disre-
gord for the president of the company and
hie lax methods of business. During the
pterim and while on her own acres Mra
O'Hearn had loeited her watchdog to mani-
festatioun of vielence an, In dumb show, she
phook one very red fist In the direction
of ench passing tralo. Quick to abserve
and with the rare wisdom of the dog, Nico-
Aemus concelved that loyalty to his mis-
tress demanded some outward expression
on his own part and that these nolay and
disturblng monsters, hitherto nenoticed,
wera by some process of reasoning ocon-
sidered enemice to the house. And he, too,
missed the cow, for her absence left noth-
dog In particular to be barked at,

AL fArst the efforta of Nicodemus amused
Abe freight crews, who threw lumps of coml
st him. This was to the advantage of Mra.
O'Hearn, since conl was & luxury, and the
dally performance resulted in a small meas-
ure of the precious fuel to add to her
store of wood. She began to wish, indeed,
that the attention of the possenger en-
ginesras might be equally sttracted and that
their reseniment might take the same
form. After a time, howaver, aad from
long familiarity, the sport ceased to in-
torest the passing tralumen, and but for
an ocoaslonal mismile the dog barked with-
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out purpose, although he never relaxed his
#deavors.  The fight of time brought no
spirit of charlty to oversast the bBltternesn
of Mrs. O'Hearn And it was quite by way
of ecoineidence that on the dxy she had
prepared her weaekly statement—which now

had $1.80 added to the principal—some
thing entirely unusual in raliway equip-
ment abhould engame, although tardily, the
sttention of Nicodemus. This was an ab-
breviated editlon of the despised “'Flyer™
for the engine drew bhut two ears, the

last & wonder of luxurious construction and
that it vied with
the ripe corn in the feids through which
it passsd, It was a stil] summer day and
the special came Into view without the
knowledge of the dog. who now knew the

time tables with amazing accuracy, and
win consequently off guard At this unex.
pected advent His slumber waa Iinters

rupted by voleea that floated up from the
pasture and be arose and scented the alr
Then he strolled to the corner of the barn
and with head cocked to one nide viewed
that which amazed him greatly.

The traln had stopped. and around one
of the nets of wheels stood Lhree men va-
riouply engaged in drawing smoking cot-
ton from an aperature, poking It about with
a stick, or dousing water upon the steam-
Ing mesn, A venerable gentlemsn who bad
descended from Lthe gorgeous car 1o watch
the operation, fnally strolled over 1o ths
fonce, and, attracted by some wild blos-
some, scmewhat awkwardly scaled the bar-
rier and ambled pleasantly about the green
fields, lost In contemplatlon of 'h: aim-
plicity of oature's wondera

Nicodemua came (nto actionm hy & apring
In the air, n shrill bark and a serizs of con-
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tame to & halt just beneath the branch
on which the Veoerable Geatloman wan
perched, and the dog wagged ber a wel-

came and made another dash for (the fence,
dAescribing A8 he relurmned, a The
man the irea viewed her adyvent with
positive pleasure He at once connected
Mre. (VHearn wilh the ownership of the
dog, and he alre Impresned that his
peaition was absurd, so, although bis tones
chagrin WhN notmew here

cirele

mn

wan

were pleasant,
ArC-erent

‘My dear woman, If you will
rour dog you wiil oblige me greatly. 1 must
cofifeas to trespassinEg here. but an accl-
dent forced us to stop, and [ was at-
trueted by some wild flewers, and so0 In-
yaded rour domaln.''

He smiled gonially, consclous that he had
put the case concisely at least, while Mex
O'Hearn, with an aothoritative “but shut,
now,” foreed Nicodemus to lie down, ul-
though hie body still quivered from the
exertions af the chame and the coosequent
canine delirium. His owner was at once
Impressed by the Venerable Gentleman,
whose manner was neemly, and who sug-
gested aristocratiec courtliness even under
the embarrassing condition of maintainibg
& balance on the iree limb. He won her

call off

as he looked benevolently through his eye- '

Elasges which, by grest fortune, he had
not lost In this sudden adventure. At the
moment Mrs, O'Hearn experienced & pang
of feminine regrot at the absence of her
best apron, and the rolling pin hung heavily

in her hand., 1t was clear that this unfor-
tunate prisoner had at ooce the sympathy
of this bonest woman, and but for an unfor-
tunate admission on the part of the Von-
erahle Gentleman, and a rash attempt at
levity, the Incident might have closed
forthwith

“Ye're bein® wan of these flower-plokers
that preservea them In schrapbocks, meb-
be,” ventured Mra, O'Hearn In a spirit
of conclliation, ns she grasped Nlcodemus

‘ . "INTO THIS EXCITEMENT CAME MKS. OHEARNE"

tortions that brought his bhaunches almost
to his chin. When he felt the ground after |
the first flight he bad made two yards and |
his halr swept tha wind as he rushed on,
Here, in his dog's comprehens'on, was
something tangible, something not only to
bark at, but to bite. The venerable gentie-
man dropped the fowers he had gathered
and turned unsteadily to the fence. but
made such poer progress that Nicodemus,
with terribly gleaming teeth and a bounes
ke & kangaroo, ran into his lege. There
was then a fall of dog and man, with &
singularly active dlaplay of man. copsider-
ing age and lack of recent athietle traln-
ing, and as the venersble gentleman came
upright he did the only thiog that ssemed
to his bewlldered mind of raticnal purpose.
The fence waa willl & great way off, and
the speed of the dog had Impelled that
anlmal on a few feet, butl be was even now
reveraing himself. Nearer than the fence
branched a tree. Twp comforting knoba,
within easy reach, prcjected from the
trunk. And before he quite knew how he
ddi it, the venerable gentleman, wih
amariog agility, was seating hlmsell on a
lower branch of the tree. whila the don
wan making earnest and savage efforts to
reach his dangling lege

The man breathed heavily, and, In &
spirit of concliintion, snapped Lis fingers
childishly, smacked his lips and ssaured
Nicodemus ibat he was a good and 4
sweot and an altogether estimable doggle,
in none of which compliments did the ven-
erable geatlsman actually believe; nor did
the dog acoapt them. Contrarily, and
kpowing that the pantomime and expres-
sions of this stranger were intended. In
offect to be friendly, the miserable snimm,
pleastd that he had treed the victim who.
for all the dog knew, was the very person
who had formerly thrown coal #t him, teol
thesa manifestations as aslgna of raxe. and
when the prisoner dropped & bhandkerchist
he selzed and shook It victoriously.

The Interest naturally served to Interest
the men at the car wheels, They came to
the fepce In & body, calling out to the dog
to desist, and one, braver than his fellows,
mounted the ralls in an efort to Jdistract
Nicodemus from his prey. He put one foot
down on the opposite side an I he would
come lnto the pasture. It was withdrawn
almost on the Instant, for the dog, now
enimated by a desire to engage all comars,
sprang at the would-be Intruder and his
white teeth closed on a boot heel. The mas
of courage, giving way to reasonable pro-
fanity, fell back iolo the arma of his com-
panions. The turee stood in doubt and econ-
ference. but made wo new move, while
Nicodemus returned to guard the tree with,
mow and then, sudden sportive excursions
la thelr direction. Thus, with tall wag-
glng, he kept alort, while suggestions
passed from the Venerable Gentleman to bis
dlstant companions. Something was sald
of Orearms, but none appeared, and after
the engineer bad for some minutes poked
a long itron rod through the femce to be
growled at by the beast. pacific overtures
ware renowed and thers was more suap-

ping of Aogers, calls apd whisties. The
portey on the car came forth to view the

by one ear and shook him roughly, "or
p'raps wan of theds professors that can
till ye the vorieties av the posies by the
schmell ov thim.”

“l am not a botanist,” sald the Vener-
able Gentleman, preparing to descend, but
eyelng the dog warlly, "although you must
confess that either a botanist or a rallway
proaident would appear equally out of place
In & poaltion sich as I have found myself—
& position,” bhe added to show that he had
& sense of humor, “that 1 never thought
possible cut of the pages of a comle
weekly,"

The manner of Mrs, O'Hearn changed as
changes the face of nature under the sudden
burst of the tempest, BShe released the dog,
which sprang agaln at the tree trunk, and
bher utterance wan one long inspiration,

“0, ho-o-o-0-0,”" she emitted with a
slight questioning Inflection, and her
blue eyes showed the glitter of steel.
“0, ho-0-0-0-0!"

Arms akimbo, she looked up at him.

“80 ye alre the prisident uv the raliroad ™

The Venerable Gentleman, reconsideriox
his determination to come down. clutched
the tree branch frmly and called out a
warning to the engineer, who had again
sought to climb the fence and agaln found
himself beset by Nicodemus,

“That,” he answered, "ls my offlce,
Now-—"'

He wondered why the woman was so ln-
terested in this fmct, but his aMrmation,
calculated to {mpress, was cut shori by an
exultant ery from the squat fAgure beneath
bim

“Thin ye alre the same wan that's been
kapin' me oul uv the price uv a cow tLhis
t'ree months," proceeded Mrs. O'Hearn
e

She
would
ADEOT.

“Ye murtherer,” abe concluded,

The trio at the fence, now enjoying the
exclusive attention of Nicodemus, since it
wasn obvious that the woman commanded
the situation at the tree, resorted to misslle
throwing, The Venerable Gentloman looked
perploxedly about him.

"“Upon my soul, my good woman,” he
ventured, “you surprise me. | know noth-
ing of your cow! You bave surely mins-
teken me for some one else. ! do not
recall that T have ever before been In this
locallty.”

“Ye'll remimber it, thin, from this )'yous
dhay, ftor 1t's not from the place ye'll be

cast about for an expresalon that
at opce convey her contempt and

sthirrin® ¢l I've me +squivylint an' me
reshiltition for the evil ye've done me.
"It's the prisidint of itbhe road,” says the

station agent, ‘that |5 conelderin’ your
claim, Mra. O'Heara, an’ 1t'I be all roight
ia tolme, but he's a very busy man!
Ye're not so busy but ye cam put yowur
band to yer pockel apn' projuce the 31§ for
the cow ye've murthered (o cold blood
slong uy your ignaraot Injine dhrivers an'
she doin' no harrum te thim or anny wan.
An' it'a the exira money | want for the
milk I've bought since me breavement. '

The situation seemed clearer.

“You 4o not, then, accuse me of driving
off your cow? maked 1he Veperable Gentle-

procesdings, but was equally vague Io sug- | man

#estions, although he referred to hot water.
inte this excitement, afier soma minutes. |
came Mrs. O'Hearn, her arms bared te the
elbows, and a rolllng pin in one hand, She
waddied down, red and breathiess, her fligur.
smearad apron lelling of waking day, bher!

“"Dhrivin® her offi™ repeated Mre
'Hearn. striving to compass her scorn
by ralsing her voles to ita highest pitch
“It's makin’ mincemeat uy her an’ wid no
sthoppin’ for an apology that I claim
¥® to be the rid-banded sssassln ye are.”

boaring that of posderous surprise. Bhe 7 (o mot Fub tbe emgine,” maserted tbe| o
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Venernbie Gentleman, uselessly, “It yom
have jost & cow, Mrs. O'Hearn, through
any carelessness of the employes of the
rond, you may be sure your clalm wil] re-
celve due consideration. You can hardly
expoct to advance it, however, by keeplng
me hers. And you have been misinformed
The president of the rond dooes not adjust
these matters that come out of the—the
misfortunes of cows. Your claim bas prob-

ably been delayed.”

Mrs. O'Hearn glared, while Nicodemus,
rushing past her in mleeful pursult of a
rovk thrown by the engiomer, came wiggling
back, licked the rolling/ pln and returned
to the fence,

“Consideration!” exclalmed the woman.
“It's today that me equivylinl comes Lo
forty dollars and eclghty ciots, an’' it's in
the three ye'll sthay an' ye're hired mur-
ehers looking on from the fence beyant
like gorillas In & cage before I sthir from
the sphot or call off me dog—an' luck to
him for knowin' & thafe whin he sees
wan."

The Venerable Gentleman started to par-
lev, looked bewlldered, sighed and fumbled
fn the breast pocket of his coat, He finally
withdrew a somewhat worn pocketbook.
bulging with papers. From these he ex-
tracted two greenbacks, Then he searched,
as well as he could in personal safety, the
pockets of his trousers, He flnally gave up
in diamay.

“l am worry to say thst I haven't the
amount you msk, If you will recept 3§20
i ussure you the remalnder will be forth-
coming—"*

Mrs. O'Hearn raised the roliing pin.

“It's the eguivylent or not one ciot,™
she declared.

“RBut, as ! have told you, I do not pos-
gess the amount, 1 rarely carry with me
any ready money,” he added with a shade
of oxasporation, as If Mra. O'Hearn could
have been previously scquainted with his
babit In that regard,

“You can git It,"
inflexibly.

The venerable gentleman sighed again and
called out to the engloeer:

! say, Hawkins, do you bappen to bave
any money !’

"A few dollars, sir*"

*“1 have a little change' wsupplimented
the Hreman, while the conductor reached
inuto & pocket.

“It the three of you could make up =
purse—ihe thing Is absolutely absurd, but
we cannot remain here arguing with this
woman, [ shall ask you to loan me $20."

“An' 80 cints,"” Interrupted Mrs. O'Heéarn.

asserted the amanon

“Exactly,” scknowledged the Venerabls
Geptleman, although not sgreeably, ‘'‘and
B0 cints.”

There was a wearch of overalls and

blouses, and, In.the moment of suspense,
the president considered that it would not
be at all unlikely that the ridiculous pitus+
tlon would be further complicated by the
discovery that the combined wealth of the
erowd did not make up the meager sum
required. He was also consclous that Mre
O'Heard's "equivylint,” even If fortheom-
Ing, was financially small beside the sums
he would consider it a pleasure to apend
on gold watches and other presants for st
least four of his employes. There are inet-
dents in the lives of rallway presidents
that should not become common gossip, and
the Venerable Gestlemaz particularly ds-
liked to be featured in anecdote.

He wus consequently relleved when the
balance was foritheomiog, to the final 10-
cent plece, a contribution from the porter.
This, by direction, waa thrown over the
fevce. 1o be guarded by Nicodemus. The
two bills Auttered from the hand of the
president, and Mrs. O'Hearn, pleking them
up, turned them over carefully, Then she
moved over to the secand collection, and,
satisfied with the accuracy of her count,
and she was pot quick at coln values,
called the dog, grasped It by one ear, and
smbled back toward the house with o
cobcluding word But she evidenced her
falth by locking Nicodemus o the barm.
whereupon the Veoerable Genileman de-
acended. When the dog was released and
shot off down the pasture to rensw the
sport, the special had gone. He eniffed st
the tree, and, presumably living over the
late adventure in his imagiostion, barked
o & paroxysm of joy.
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You Can't Fol Sick

FROPER CARE OF
YOURSELF,

ears demands Bmith's Green
Mountain Renevator,

Taking proper care of yourself simply
means kesping the blood pure and the
stomach, liver and kidneys working
along in thelr regular, normal way,

If you meglect yourself when you see
you are mot exactly right, your blood
geta full of the impurities which would
otherwise pass out of your system, and
there is trouble in store for you.

You seem to have all sorts of things
the matter when the asimple fact is that
your blood is making all the trouble be-
cawse you don't take tho pains to keep
it pure and strong.

You ought to follow the sensible ex-
ample of the sons and daughtars of Ver
mont ! At home they take Smith's
Green Mountain Renovator—and have
been taking it for many years. When
they go away, they send back home for
it. They don’t run any risksa—they
know it will cure them, They won't
have to send back home any longer.
People with money have taken hold
of this medicine and are introducing 16
everywhere through agents who they
know will give it to the people In the
same condition it comes to them and not
attempt to substitute other things for it

We have the sole agency hers, and
we want you to try it

1f it doesn't give you prompt and sure
relisf, you can just come in and tell us
and get all your money back.
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We have sold more wheels during the
month gf April this year than any month
in the past 7 years. This shows that we
are giving the best values in wheels and
that the interest In wheeling has started
agaln, sipce the oushion frames, opring
forks and coaster brakes came oul.
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FOR 1902

The Twentieth Century Farmer

No other agricultural weekly can point to a
similar record of fulfilled promises or
make a prospective as. inviting,

SBome of the Eminent Specialists who will be repre«
seuted by articles on timely subjects in the firet
few issues of the new year,

Col. F. M, Woods,
Leading live stock auctioneer of the west.

Prof. C, F. Curtiss,
Director lIowa Experiment Btation.
Dr. A. T. Peters,
Animal Pathologist Nebraska Experiment Btation.
E. A. Burnett,
Director Nebraska Experiment Station.

Elias E. Nelson,
Horticulture and Agrostology.
Prof. Lawrence Brumer,
Nebraska State Entomologist.
Hon. J. Sterling Merton,
Father of Arbor Day,
Prof. 0. V. P, Stout,
Irrigation Engineer.
F. E. Bone,
Prise Hog Breeder, Tallula, IL
T. F. B. Sotham,
Noted Hereford Breeder, Chillicothe, Mo.

Here are a few of the regular departments

contributorss |

Live Stock, J. J. EDGERTON,
Town Agricultural College.
Household, MRS. NELLIE HAWKS,
Friend, Nabrasks.
Dairy,

0. H. BARNHILL,
Bhenandoah, lowa.

JAMES ATKINSON,
E. F. BTEPHENS,

Crete, Nebraska
A. H. DUFF,

N. J. HARRIS,

Bet'y. Am. Horna Ragistry Am'n.

H. A. CRAFTS,

Fort Collinw, Calorade
W. 8. KELLY,

Mondamis, Iows

DR. H. L. RAMACCROTTL
Omaba City Vetarinariss.

H. W. CAMPBELL,
Holdrege, Nebrasks.

Crops.
Horticulture,
Bees,
Horses,
Irrigation,
Live Stock,
Veterinary,
Soil Culture,

Larned, Kansas

In addition to these special features each is/
sue of The Twentieth Century Farmer
containsy

Frank G. Carpenter’s entertaining and instructive let.
ters of travel.

Short Stories, by the best known writers of the day.

Market Quotations, most accurate and latest on every-
thing the farmer wants to know about,

Editorial Discussion of live subjects, treated from the
standpoint of intelligence and progress.

Best [llustrations, from fine half tone engravings, repro
duocing actual photographs, made specially by our
own artists.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY FARMER,
as its name indicates, is a weekly farm

paper for up-to-date farmers, designed
to be helpful in every branch of his

work, and appealing strongly at the
same time to the domestic circle on the
farm., It is a well printed, 24-page pe-
riodical, high class in every respect, re-
flecting as no other paper the rapid
forward strides of this section of the
west. The price is only $1.00 a year
Subscriptions or requests for sample
copies should be addressed to

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY FARMER.
OMAHA.




