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Another chapter of Iowa leglelative
history is concluded.

The base ball season is about to break
loose for fear we might forget that
spring Is due,

If a funeral procession five miles long
provesa greatness, Cecll Rbhodes' place in
the Hall of Fame Is secure,

It looks as If the real Christmas would
come before the proofs to support
Ohristmas In his sensatlonal bribery
charges.

——————
Knunsus will be allowed to furnish the

new pension commlissioner. As the
original Roosevelt state, Kansas de-
serves recognition.
ESEe——— :
If he Is & man on horseback, South

Curolloa’s reception to President Roose-
velt indieates that the Palmetto siate
prefers statesmen who ride,

The democratlc membera of the
county board have been officiously ad-
monished by the official organ to stop
squabbliug in front of the ple counter,

——

Having falled to hold themselves In
line with various tratfie agreements, the
rallroads are trying to discipline several
steamship companies for committing the
same offenses. This is probably on the
theory of trylng It first on the dog.

Se————————

Nebraska |s at top notch on the
sonle of states growlng winter wheat.
With anything llke a continuance of
present favoranble conditions Nebraska's
wheat yleld will open the eyes of the
world to Its possibilities In that direc-

tlon.
EErEE————————

Nebraska's delegation In congress Is
siid to bave at last gotten together for
solid support of the pending {rrigation
bill with accepted modifications. With
the representatives of the seml-arid
states all pulling together, the opposl-
tion Is sure to be overcome.

——————
Lincolnites apparently do not rellsh
theé State university aMiliate
with any professional college at Omaha,
but they apre quite willing to welcome
ull the Omaha students who can be in-
duced to attend the university at Lin-
coln, It all depends on the point of
'M. R L r . !
—————

The refervee in the tax mandamus ense
recommends a decislon agalnst the
plafififfs, with the costs taxed up to the
defendants. Dogs this mean that the
gosts must be paid out of the clty funds?
Wiy not et the franchised corporations,
who are the real beneficlaries, pay the

Addler?
: R e———

The local popodratic organ devotes n
wheolé column of editorlal spuce to read-
lng & curtain lecture to the three demo-
eratle ‘mewmbers of the county board.
1t doubtless thinks this method Is
cheaper and safer than calllog them
foto & private reown wud haviug it out
at wordy warfare,

. E——

Tha announcement that the Board of
County Commissioners bas turned its
face against the county falr for 1602
will be gratefully appreclated by Doug-
las eounty tuxpayers. ‘Three thousand
dofaps u year for an exhibition of over-
growh squashes and cabbages and un-
'mnvn crab apples I altogether two

of & luxury.
1 Ee———————

New York's legislature just adjourned
appropriated 100,000 to defray (he ex-

pentes of participation of the Empire
state In the Loulslans Purchase expo-
sition at Bt Louis. It will be well to
remember the size of this contribution
by the wealthiest state in the unlon,

whés wo come (o pass on (he proposl-

R o

LEST WE FORGET

The preliminary skirmizh of the ram-
paign of 1902 reonlls to the republieans
of Omaha the unmitignted outrage per
petratedd under whip and spur by the
Inst connty convention In the Interest
of Copgressman Mercer. Reference (s
made to the deliberite attempt to dis
franchise the rank and file of Omnaha
republicans: In all foture conventlons
and apon the covnty committee. For
the first time In the republican party In
this county and siate the conventlon
went so far as to make an apportion.
ment for the conventlons to be ealled
hereafter on an arbitrary basis that g
nores altogether the relative  voting
strength and seeks to perpetunte minor-
Ity rule for all time to come.

While the repregentation of the toun-
try precinets In the county eommittes
aud In conventions had for years been
extremely liberal—in fact oot of all pro-
portion to relative votlng strength—the
Mercer machine, which obtalned eontrol
of the last convention by trickéry sand
downright fraud, undertook to fasten
minority domination by still further de-
creasing the relntive representation ac-
corded to Omalia. The infamy of the
new apportionment must impress Itself
on every falr-minded republican who
will glance at the figures:

In the presidential year of 1900 the
aggregate vote for McKinley In Douglas
county wans 14,284, of which Omaha cast
11134, South Omaha 1,788 and the
country precinets 1,367, But the Mer-
cer apportionment Ilmits Omaha to
ninety delegates in future conventions,
South Omaba to elghteen, while the
country precinets ate glven seveuty del-
egates. In other words, based on the
vote ¢ast for Willlam McKinley, every
nineteen republieang In the country are
entitled to one delegate, while In Bouth
Omaba it takes ninety-nine republicans
for one delegnte, nnd In Omaha It takes
123 republicans for one delegate.

Flgured on the vote cast for Judge

Bedgwick In 1001, every fourteen repub-
lteans in the country precincts will be
entitled to one delegate, while In RBouth
Omaha it takes sixty-two republicans
for one delegate and In Omaba eighty
republicans for one delegate.
Still more flagrant 18 the disproportion
of representation In the conuty commit-
tee, where more thun 11,000 republicans
of Omaba have twenty-seven members,
while the 1,867 republican voters in the
country precinets have twenty-elght
members in the committee and SBouth
Omaha, with 1,788 republican voters,
hias slx mewmbers,

West Omaha precinet, which east 191
votes for MeKinley, hag four members
in the county committes, while the
Sixth ward, which cast 1,840 votes for
McKinley, has only three members In
the commlittee, and West Omaha wiil
send just as many delegates to the next
convention ns the Bixth ward,

The disastrous effects of this high-
handed disfranchisement manifested
itself at last fall's election and must
serlously lmperil the future of the party
untll the wrong Is righted.

NEW RECIPRUCITY MOVEMENT.

The meeting at Chicago to form n
league for the promotion of trade reci-
procity was not lmpressive as to num-
bers, there being In attendance repre-
sentatives of only sixty manufacturing
and other Industrial establishments, but
It must be regarded as the expression
of a sentiment which i8 quite general
and I8 perhaps growing. While what
was snld by President McKinley, in
his last public utternnce, regarding recl-
procity, seems to have made little lm-
pression upon congress, it has exerted a
great deal of Influence upon public opin-
lon and particularly upon those indue.
trial interests that are seeking forelgn
markets for their products. The man-
ufacturing Industries, with few excep-
tlone, have arrayed themselves on the
slde of reciprocity. They have nccepted
the McKinley view that that polley Is
necessary to the maintenance and ex-
pausion of our foreign trade. They be.
lieve, with the Iate president, that “reel-
procity Is the natural ontgrowth of our
wonderful Industrial development under
the domestic policy now firmly estab-
lished"” and that “reciprocity treaties are
in barmony with the spivit of the times.”

It is therefore not Improbable that
the movement for a national league to
promote reclprocity will grow. The dec.
laration of its promoters Is for “broad,
liberal commercial regulations beneficinl
to the people of the whole country” and
while there are features of the resolu-
tions adopted that will not be approved
by the more radical supporters of the
protective policy, the chlef purpose will
find numerous supporters smong moder-
ate protectionlsts. ‘There are, by the
way, some very signiticant indleations
that that class s lncreasing In number,
Note, for example, the speech on Thurs.
day In the house of Representative Gros.
venor of Ohlo, who has always been one
of the most earnest champlons of pro-
tection. He declared that tarlff sched.
ules are pot gacred and predicted that
the time would come when there would
be an Inexorable demand for revision of
the present rates. He further sald that
the republican party must pot chain
Itself to the tarif schedules. Nothing
more rlgnifichnt could have come from
any republichn In  congress or the
counlry.

The advecates of reciprecity do not
propose to abandon protection. They re-
gard the one as the handmulden of the
other. They belleve, with President
Roosevelt, that “our first duty is 0 see
that the protection granted by the tarvie
In every case where It Is neoded 18 maln-
talped and that reciprocity be sought for
s0 far as it can safely be done without
injury to our howme industries.” This
was the idea of McKinley when he sald:
“By sousible trade nrrungements which
will mot inferrupt our home production
we shall extend the outleis for our In-
creasing surplus. If perchunce some of
our tariffls are no longer needed for pev.
énue or to encourage and protect our
lodustries at home, why should they
Bot be employed to extend and promols
our markets abroad? The reciprocity

[ ¥lea, a8 clearly presented by MeKinley,
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contemplates retalning the forelgn trade
we have got and securing more, which
(4 necessary to our contlovned Industrinl
progress and prosperity. The foremost
protectionist of his time saw in this
vothing tnfmleal to that polley.

THE NEW COMMISS UNER

The selection by the president of Mr,
E. F. Ware of Kansas to succeed Pen-
sglon  Commissioner Evans will on-
doubtedly canse general sourprise and
probably nowhere more than In Kansas,
where there were two aspirants for
the position, backed by political In-
fluence.  When it was announced some
days ago that pelther of these would
recelve the appointment it was assumed
that the state would be passed over by
the president In mnking a selection, but
he has recognized the clalms of Kaosas
nnd chosen o man for pension comimis-
sloner who will deubitless be acceptable
to the politiclans of the state and to the
old soldiers everywhere, when they shall
have learned more of him, One thing
ennn be safely assumed and that is that
the president ls thoroughly satistied ns
te the qualitications of Mr. Ware, who
I8 #uld to be a good lawyer and in all
respects an estimable cltisen.

Nothing Is sald as to when Commis-
sioner Evans will retire, but in all prob-
abllity it will be soon, this being In-
dieated by the announcement of the se-
lection of his successor. As the presi-
dent intends to appoint Mr. Evans to
another position, it |s not Improbable
that he will be the first diplomatic rep-
resentative of the United SBtates to the
Cuban republie,

(e
UP T THE COUNTY ROARD.

The report of the referee in the appeal
for the reassessment of the publie wutil-
ity corporstions leaves little hope for
redress to Omaha taxpayers from the
Inequitable valuation of the Board of
Iteview and the arbitrary course of the
majority of the councilk The only ad-
vantage that may accroe from the move-
ment lnstituted by the Renl Estate ex-
change must come from an awakened
public sentiment In favor of assessment
reform that will make each class of
property bear Its just share of the bur-
den of loeal government.

While the work of assessiment for
county and state taxation by the pre-
cinet ussessors is not yet complete, it is
sufe to antleipate thut the sume problem
will have to be met by the county board
when It comes to sit as a board of equal-
ization. Last yeatr's county assessment
was If apything more rank and unjust
than the appralsement made by the
Bourd of Review for the elty tax list.

Nobody expects or asks either the as-
sessors or the county commissioners to
discriminate In favor of any property
owner, but it 1s only falr and reasonable
to demand that o the valuation of cor-
porate property the same ratio to actual
value shall be applied that governs the
assessment of all other classes of prop-
erty, The franchised corporations are
certainly in position to bear thelr due
sharg of tax burdens as essily as any
other cluss of property ‘owners. It goes
without saying that no perfect system
of tuxation has yet been devised, but
there I8 no good resson why milllons of
property values should be exempt by
special favor or misconstruction of the
revenue laws.

In the case of the city assessment the
corporations were allowed to steal a
warch on the other taxpayers before
the latter were awake to the situation.
When the question comes up to the
dounty bodrd the men Interested In falr
assessments and a redoced tax rate will
be in position to assert themselves be-
fore action Is tuken,

The executlon of a colored boy at St
Louls after his reprieve had been or-
dered by the governor is a disgraceful
example of over-eager zeal to perform
ofcial duty, The sentence of the court
called for the execution of the prisoner
between G a, m. apd 4 p. m,, and before
ten minutes of the period had elapsed
the work of the hangman had been
completed, It 18 morally certain that
had the boy been white Instead of black
he would not bave been the victim of
this unealled-for haste, With such ob-
ject lessons repeated from time to time,
it 1s little wonder that race antagonlsm
in the south refuses to die out.

S ——

Two bodles cannot occupy the same
gpace at the same tlme, but sometimes
one body occuples two spaces at one
time. This is the case of Frank
Koutsky, who will be compelled 1o ex-
erclee the functions of mayor and ety
treasurer of Bouth Omaba at the same
time until the deadlocked city councll
of that town ls unlocked. The Bouth
Omaha charter expressly prohibits any
¢ity officer from holding two positions
on the city muster roll, but the framers
of that instrument could not have fore-
geen the game In which two three spots
would wrestle for the jackpot.

[ -

Btate Superintendent Fowler advises
fn favor of three-year coutracts with
school superintendents In order to avold
the disadvantages of too frequent
change. Long-tlme engagements may
be all right where the man employed
as superintendent I8 qualiied for the
pusition, but in incompetent man I8
dear on any terms and no school board
should allow itself to be tled up for
three years with any superintendent un-
til e has proved his capacity by work
rither than words,

London which for years has been be-
hindhand o s facilitles for rapid
transit now finds iteelf on the eve of
acquiring a moedern system at the bhands
of a syndicate organized by Americans.
The firet tramway o Eugland was that
built by an Awmerican, George Francls
Traln, aod it s speclally appropriate for
America to come to the rescue oboe
more with up-to-date methods for re-
lleving the cougested sireets of the Brit-
ish metropolis.

C—————

After two months' jangling the refoeree
in the corporation thx controversy has
discovered that there are several flaws

U r————— e A B S 5 T =

s the revenue laws thut compel bl Lo

SATURDAY,

~Live Nebraska Towns
Beatrice —Q_uun City of the Blue

APRIL 12, 19082,

An T view 1t thera are three general
standpolnts from which we may consider
the desirabllity of any town or clty as a
place of invesiment Firat, '8 location:
apcond, s resources, apd third, Ita M-
ture poeaibllitles., These are easentiale rec-
ognized by all home seokers and investors
and If these eprentinle Are such as te com-
mend any particulnr locality every wise and
thoughtful tman-will be at once convinced
and the problem will be solved.

I eall attention te Beatriee as one of the
live, progressive oltles of Nebraska, with
the assuratnce that an Investigntion of (ta
location, reésources and possibilitles will
convince any right-minded man of s su-
perior advantages and attractiveness, not
only as a place to establlsh a home, but
an & place whose sommercial and indusirinl
ndvaniages offer rare and permanent busi-
ness Inducements. A notable feature of
this "Queen Clty of the Blue” s Its com-
manding site upon the banks of the Big
Blue river, thus |[nsuring good dralnage
and an Inexhaustible supply of wholesome
water, which Is now distributed through-
out the city by means of the Holly system
of water works. This location is not only
pleasing to the view, but Is alse mont
healthiful, as a glance at the mortuary rec-
ord of the city will verify. 1 am warranted
in saying that this loontion on this benuti-
ful river Is in |tse)f & strong attraction
and one which causes other pretentious
citiea of the state to look upom Beatrice
with envious eyes. This river affords
water power possibilitles as yet unde-
veloped and unthought of. This water has

& (all now of three and a hall feet
from & point five miles above the ¢ty and
while this pawer |s uaed to some extent, It
it capable of belng expanded a thousand
f1d. A canal constructed from this point
has beeti discussed mote or lesa and such
an canal could afford power 10 turn every
wheel In the ety and will certainly be
bullt In the croming years.

Of the resources 1 have only space to
make the briefest mention. The populas
tien (s upon a conservalive estimate placed
at 10,000, We have paved streets, bean-
tiful church edifices, fine business blocks,
n gar plant, elecirie plant, a courthouse
coating $100000, a beautiful government
bullding and orpate private resldences
which reflect the taste and intelligence of
the people. Every line of business s well
represented and the rich agricultural coun-
try surrounding insures a safe and profita-
ble business to all our merchants

Wo have a goodly number of small fae-
torles, but the factory to which we polnt
with especial pride s that of the Demp-
gter MII! Manufacturing company, an in-
stituttonw &prung from small beginhings,
but which has grown to be one of the lead-
ing manufactories of the weat, amploying
from 200 to 400 men the year round. Our
rallroads deserve eapecial mefition, of
which we have four centering here, thus
glving us ample means of Ingress and egreas
and affording excellent market facilitien. We
have conl, stone and cement deposits |n
close proximliiy to the city, all of which
ns they are developed will prove of Im-
mense value, WILLIAM H. EDOAR.

recommend the Adismissal of the com-
plaint, which recalls very foreibly the
story of the mountaln that labored and
brought forth a mouse.

—————— e et ety
Ntretehed to the Breaking Point,
Philadelphin Ledger,
The impression is growing that Caplain
Christmas bas an imagination which is too
much for his veracity,

Hearty and Wholesome,
Bpringfield (Mass.) Republican,
South Carolina’s welcome to the pres|-
dent Is exactly in llne with the best tra-

ditlons of southern hospitality.

Slgnifieance of a Haise.

Cleveland Plain Dealer.
fowa has increased the salary of her gov-
ernor. Perhapas she hopes In this way to
offer an attraction that may (n some cases
prevent her sons from accepting the first
cablnet position that is offered them.

An Overworked Grarfte,

New York Tribune.

The pugilists who fight with their
Ltongues are even noisier and more voluble
now than they ever were before. And they
are more generally distrusted and desplsed
now than in any earller time. They have
been found out. They deserved to be ex-
pored long ago.

Wenthery, but Cheering.

Ban Franclsco Call.

Senator Frye stated recently that never
since e ham been In congress has the bus)-
ness of the long term been o well ad-
vanced ag at this session, and he predicts
congress will be ready to adjourn by the
end of June. Such & prediction, of course,
is not worth much more than oune from the
weather bureau, but’ all the same it |s
r!u‘ﬂ:fng. ’

Mennce of Indifference,
Philadelphia Ledger.

Almost uniformly, the reports of spring
elections in western towns and cities say
that a very light vote was polled, The
same thing I= 50 common [n eastern towna
and cltles as to be an {tem of political cal-
culation; comparatively few of the voters
care to attend any but a state or oational
election, and politiclans base their plans
for munleipal manipulation largely on this
fact. Thoughtful people will percelve In
this tendency to shirk an easy but lmport-
ant publie duty one of the gravest perils to
tho American plan of self-government,

Uncle Sam's Growing Rell.
Philadelphia Record.

From the Ilatest offcial report of the
treasury, It ls evident that the sources of
government surplus revenue will not be
entirely closed by the repeal of the war
taxes. The customs receipts for the nine
months of this fiscal year amount to $160,-
182,000, which s $10,000,000 more than the
recelpts for the same period of last year,
and $40,000,000 more than for the mine
months of the fiscal year 1868-5. With the
inorease of the revenues from customs there
Is at the same time a considerable reduc-
tion of expenditures for the army In the
Philippines and Cuba.

POLITICAL DRIFT.

The legislature of Mansachusetts s wrest-
ling with a bill to license cats in that
slale.

During an uncommonly short sesslon the
New York leglslature managed to grind out
500 bills,

It republics are not wholly ungrateful,
some ceuntles surely are. Yell county, Are
kapsas, went back on James K. Jones.

Colonel Watterson declares that Senator
Jones of Arkansas “‘was too honest to suc-
ceed in pelitics.” The Star-Byed Geddess
is workiug a rich veln of humor,

Nine theusand voters of Kausas City de-
clared by thelr votes Lhat five months of
school Is & plenty in ooe year, It should
be remembered that Kansas City is In Mis.
nourl,

It Is evident from the primary returns
that Governor Jeff Davis s more successful
in gunning for obnoxious senators than in
chasing editors with his mouth.

Beveral republican clubs are booming
General SBhafter for the republican nomloa-
tion for governor of California, It |s gen-
erally cooceded his candidacy would give
considerable weight (o the ticket,

The practice of throwing rocks at the
municipal governments of Philadelphia and
New York, heretofore a popular pastime in
Bt. Louls, bas been Indefinitely suspended.
The town by the bridge has troubles of (ta
own,

They are talking of running Rev. Charles
M. Bheldon for mayor of Topeka, Kan. Rev.
Bheldon l& the man who gave the world a
sample of & dally pewspaper run on plous
lines, at the same time mixing several
“raw® “ads” with prayerful editorials. As
mayor bis supporters belleve he would he
“a corker.”

Kansas City played a siar engagement in
the receut run for municipal spoils, hoplng
to break the Reed upon whem the town
leaned for two years past. But the “better
classes,” so-called, falled to respond to
the appeal at the ballot box, and the Reed,
beot by the wind, reguined the perpendic-
ular by several hundred majority.

Governor James P. Clarke, who defeated
Senator James K. Jones v the fight for the
Arkacsas senatoria! pomination, occupled
the gubernstorial chalr of Arksosas from
1805 to 1697, His political career began in
1886, when he was elected Lo the slate legls-
Isture. He was elpcted atiorney general on
the democratic ticket in 1894. He waa born
in Yanoo City, Miss., In 1854. Governor
Olarke has boen practicisg law at Little

ot g ——

: gk

Rock since his retirement as goverser,

OTHER LANDS THAN OURS,

In Mongolia, as well as In southern
China, the extraordinary taxes imposed by
the Chinese government for the purpose of
obtalning money to meet the terms of the
war Indemnity exacted by the powers which
united in the expedition for the reljet ol
the foreign legations In Pekin are driving
the people of large dlstricts inte revolt.
They prefer the desporate chances of re-
bellion to the exactions of the imperial
nuthoritles, lucreased, as they doubtless
are, by the corrupt local officials through
whom the taxes are collected, It is not
strange that such outbresks should take
place, The Chinese are always poor and
never able to pay thelr taxes easlly as a
nation. Extraordinary government burdens
mean simple copfiscation of scanty belong-
fngs In many instances, As a rule the ad-
ditlon of war taxes calls for palnful pinch-
ing of food, clothing and olher necessaries
of life by the masses. The haird experl-
ences the Chinese are now passing through
will not be forgotten, nar will they be
thought of without bitterness toward the
forelgn powers which foroed such burdens
upon a people wiready heavy Iladen. Antl-
forelgn feeling will be greatly Inoreased
and prolonged by the collection of exor-
bitant war indemnities.

Within the Iast two or three weeks a
number of HRussian and Pollsh studenis,
most of whom attended the lectures in the
technleal college at Charlottenberg, have
been expelled from Prussia on the charge
of polltical agitation. There are some dis-
crepancies In the accounts of the affalr,
the local German papers asserting that
only thosé atudents wore expelled who had
been caught In the act of atted®ing seoret
meetings, while the Polish papers maintaln
that all non-Prusalan Polish students,
whether actively engaged ip political agl-

tlon or not, have been sent summarily
ncross the frontler. The temper of the
Berlin press Is Indicated by the Neueste
Nachrichten, which, quoting the Polish ver-
slon of the affair, remarks: “We do pot
know whether this statement is correct in
all Its detalls, but we have no reason to
doubt its general accuracy, since it is
within our knowladge that Count von Bue-
low on his own Inltiative Issued Instrue-
tions for the expulsion of all forelgn Pol.
Ish agltators. In all truly patriotic elr-
cles this measure will be welcomed with
unmized satisfaction. If foreign Poles feel
constralned to devote themselves to Pun-
Polish agitation they are at liberty to do
g0 in Galicla or under the tender supervl-
slon of the Russian police oMolals.'” * The
Pollsh question evidently is becoming more
noute.

“en

Although a conference held in Madrid last
summer by delegates of the South Amer-
ican republles, promoted for the express
purpose of extending the Spanish market
and influsnce in South America, ended |n
flasco, It appears that the Spanish govern-
ment has been more successful in dealing
with the delegates who attended last win-
ter's Pan-American congress In tha City
of Mexleo. Just before the Baster recess
of the Cortes the duke of Almodovar, min-
Ister of forelgn affalrs, announced that the
government had, through its representative
In Mexicn, concluded treaties between Spaln
and  Argentine, Bolivia, Colombla, Guate-
mala, Mexico, Paraguay, Salvador, 8an Do-
mingo and Uruguay. By these conventions
it Is agreed that all differences which may
arise between Bpalpn and these countries
should be submitted to arbitration, and that
the arbitrator should be either the chief of
& SHpanish-American state or & tribunal
composed of Spaniards or Spanish-Amer-
lemns, “In order to give greater emphansis
(dar mayor relleve) to the solidarity of in-
terests whioh exista between all branches
of the Spaniah race.” Only in cases of fall-
ure to agree upon such an arbitrator are
questions to be submitted to the tribunal of
The Hague. The minlster added that simi-
Iar conventlons will shortly be sigued by
the republice of Peru, Honduras, Costa
Rica and Venezuela, in thelr reapective
capltals,

aew

On the heels of the published program of
President Loubet's prospective visit to St
Petersburg is the announcemont made in
La Volx Nationsle of Parls ihat negotia-
tions are pending belween Berlin and Parls
on the subject of a possible visit of the
president of the Frenmch republie to Oer-
many. The German emperor would, it ap-
pears, be gratified if a break In the returns
journey from Rusela were made, 5o that he
eould meet the president of the republie
at & German port, It |s recalled by La Voix
how the emperor received the French at
Kiel, how that was followed by bis gra-
clousneas toward the offivers and crews of
the Iphigenie at Bergen and the This at
Geestemunde, how also his majesty re-
oelved General Bounsl at Berlin. The mo-
ment would, therefore, be opportune in the
interests of good feeling between the twe
nations to bring ahout a meeting between
thelr respective chiefs. La Volx, however,
which is & bationalist organ, looks with
an unfavorable eye at the news given ia
ity own columnps. It warns public opinion
in France that the mim of the Germano-
philes 'is to force on & period of appeave-
ment on the Blsmarckiap theory of ace
complished facts.

e

Nearly overy recent by-election for the
German Relchstag has resulted lo a victory
tor & soclal-democratie candidate, and most
of these bave been of very high character
and Infiuence, not only as German social-
fsts, bul as authors, lecturers and studsnia
of soclology and political economy, fre-
guently of European repute. The receatl
election of Eduard Berusieln as s soclalist
member for Breslau has, for these reasons,
stiracted wide sttention. Hia majority
over his radical opponent was over §,000.
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His return brings the number of socialisia
In the Relchatag up to fAfiy-eight. Herr
Bernstein for many years has stood in the
front of party warfare In Germany, Among
sociallste he occuples a high position, for
his services to his party have been immense,
He is probably their ablest dinlectician;
but he has never been able to free him-
self entirely from the taint of heterodoxy.
Hia dramatic defense and his conduct at
the recent soclalist conferemce at Lubeck
will be rememberod, Heorr Dernstein is
well known in London., His aympathiens for
England are genuine, and have been often
expressed in his numerous writings,
L1l

Acpvording to advices from Berlin, the
German emperor Is taking deop Interest In
& movement which has arisen In Germany
for transferring the ocontrol of the drink
trafMo from the hands of private individ.
uals to corporations and companies, which
will derive no pecunlary advaniage from
the sale of Intoxicating lquor. Through
his civil chancery he has sent an later-
epting letter to the leader of this move.
mént, Baron von Diergurdt, siating that
all efforts having for their object the dim)-
nution of the use of ulcohol and the edu-
cation of the public in the moral and eco-
nomie evils attendant on Its use have his
entire upproval. He follows with attention
the example set in this respect in Scan-
dinavia and Engiand, snd hopes, when the
project has sssumed a firmer footing, te
hear more of it.

TWO LEADERS WANT PEACE,

Concllinting the Warring Interests
of Capital and Labor,
Cleveland ‘Leader.

It means much when two men llke Rena-

tor Hanna and Bamuel Gompers speak from
the same platform, as they dld In Philadel-
phig last Baturday night, and both declare
themselves in opposition to strikes and
compulsory arbitration, and In favor of ¢on-
ciliation as a means of bringing capital and
labor together.
The leading representatives of both oap-
{tal and Iabor are learning valuable les-
sona. It scems to be admitted on one slde
that big combinations of capital are a
decessary ouigrowth of presont Industrial
conditions, while on the other It 1s con-
otded that labor has the same right that
capital possesses to nombine Its forces.

These being admitted conditions, 1t {s
generally conoceded that mnothing can bhe
gained by arraying these great forces

against each other. Peace between capital
and labor s desired, because neither can
enjoy a full measure of prosperity unless
there is harmony in thelr relations.

Thus It is that capital s anxious to pre-

vent strikea, and thus It is that labor Is
putting to the front as its leaders men who
are fit to meet the great “'caplaing of In-
Austry™ and discuse questions of wages aud
hours in a businesslike way. That Is why
the Natlonal Civic Fedoration's efforts sre
meeling with success.
From now on Lthere are likely Lo be fewer
great sirikes than formerly. Capital has
discaverad that It does not pay to fight, mnd
Iabor realizes thnt strikes are unprofitable.
In the meantime the labor question Is be-
ing taken out of politics and everybody will
be glad of that,

ASSESSMENT OF FRANCHISE,

California's Experience Duplicated in
Other Siates,

San Francisco Chronicle.
Nearly a quarter of a century ago Call-
fornis provided by her constitution that
‘“tranchises” ahould be assessed as other
property. Thin at the time was assnlled as
“revolutionary” and “rank soclalism,” and
s generally indlcating a plundering sod
lawleas spirit. It was not, however, ever
claimed that franchises could not be sold
for money, according to their Income pro-
ducing power, as readlly as land or cattle,
This principle was established In California
and has long since been confirmed by the
courts. We do not, it Is true, as yet actu-
ally get franchises assessed at their real
value In proportion to othoer property, but
we are gradually approaching i, and the
principle is settled and no longer ques-
tioned In this state. Within the last few
years this principle, established by the con-
stitution of California, Is coming to be gen.
erally accepted elsewhere, and franchises
are now regularly assesped In New York,

out of your head.
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Mlinois and other states, and all sorts of
people are now clalming the "credit" ot
st seeing that any right which could be
sold for money should be taxed 'S money.,
The oredit of firat enacting this obvious
principlo Into lnw helongs to the people of
California of a quarter of a eenlury ago.

Buch a Iaw, after having bBeen sustained
by the Illinols courts, has recently been
afMirmed by the United Btates courts in
Chicago, to which the litigation was trans-
ferred, on the ground that taxallon of
franchises was= confiscatlon ol property In
violation of doctrines of the United Sisten
constitution In such case made aod pro-
vided This content:on was promptiy
brushed away, and the declsion s of jnterest
only as Indieating the proper rule for valu-
ing franchises, It has been & very general
practice to value them according to thele
markel price. The United States court did
not approve of this ax a controlling method
by reason of the fctitious changes In price
constantly taking place, as theé result of
stock jobbing. The court held that fran-
chises should be assessed In each yoar by
capitalizing the net ecarnings of the pre-
vious year at current rates of Interest, and
assimilating the real value thus found to
the wvalues of other property as returned
tor taxation. A franchise ylelding §1,000
profit would be capitallzged at & por cent
at $20.000, It property geoerally was as-
sessed at one-hnlf its real value that fran-
chise would be nstessed at $10,000. There
le & good denl of sense in this reasoning
and the method luld down may come to be
generally adopted.

POINTED REMARKS.

Washington Star: “It's easy enough foh
n race hoss to git beat,” sald Uncle Eben,
“But dar ain’'t any beatin’ de men dat'ms
runnin’ ‘¢m."

Philadelphin Preas: “I'd llke to see Miss
Passay,”’ aald the man at the door,

"You can't,” replied the mald,
got the toothache.' -

“Impossible, for I'm from her dentist’s
and I've got her teeth here In this pack-
age."”

Yahe's

(‘hicago Post: “Yesa'' sald the orator,
“I'm & well-made man,

“In that case,”” was the reply, “you are &
very serjous refleciion on your own work-
mmnship.'

Detrolt Free Press: Collector—-Can't you
glve me any encourngement nt all about
this old aceount?

Mr. Go-Easy—Why, yes, of course; 1 will
pRy you as soon as I pay anybody.

Philadelphia Press: Rube<I reckon you
kin yank this tooth fur me.

D!;Mlhl-(.‘eﬂlllhly. Have you ever taken

ns

Rube—Don’t git fresh, young feller. That
gabby hotel clerk’'s been tellin’ you some-
thin', sin‘'t ha?

Cleveland Plain Dealer: “*Yes, | smoke
nt least n domen vigars a day., This I8 &
good one,"’

“"Somehody must have given It to you."

Somerville Journal: Jones—The oMos
ehould seek the man,

Bmilth—Well, If {t did, T know what office
would be secking Brown,

Jones—Which?

Bmith—The police ofMee,

Romerville Journal: She—What (s the
longest duy In the year?

He—Any day when I don't pee you,

Youth's Companion: ‘The youthful author
pocketed his rejeoted verses, but he could
not swallow the editor's criticism,

“8ir," eald he, not without dignity, "a
poet In born, nol made."

“Young man,”" sald the editor blandly,
“it won't help your case to try to shift
the blame onto your purents’”

YOU ARE NOT SO MANY,

Willum J. Lamplon In New York World.

Bay, when you think you own the earth,
And by some right of royal bl

You think you are of nobler blood

Than those of us who're made of mud,
And by that are the best of any,

Go count yourself—you're not so many.

Bay., when you feal that you are what
The vast mafority of men are not,

And cannnt be, becuuse your make

Is far superior o thelra, please tako

A little tumble, If there's any,

And count yourself—you're not s=o many,

Bay, If you have an ldea that

You of us nll know where you're at,
And while mankind rematns in doubt

You know just where you're coming out
Collect your wits, If vou have any,

And count yourself—you're not 6 many.

Say, brother, If you have the gall

To think you really know (L aﬂ;

To feel that you are bstter than

The ordinary, average man,

And that hereafter mu will rlse

To higher glory In t whics

Than those who do not have a penny,
Ga count yourself—you'ro not so many.

SUIT.




