Japanese Trying to Monopolize Asiatic Trade

AINOS,

(Copyright, 102, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
OK10, Japan, Feb. 23.—(Special
Correspondence of The Bee.—The
Japanese are nbout to establiish »
bureau of forelgn commerce
Parllament has already discossed
the question and the plan has heen out-
1ined. There will he & central depart-
ment at Toklo and branch ofMees In Lon-
don, Parle, Berlin, New York, Boston, Chl.
eago and other places The business of
the bureau will he to look up openings for
Japanese trade and Inform Japanese mer-

chants, It will be somewhnt llke our
bureau of commercea of the State depart-
ment, which ia anld to be the heat of Ita

kind In the world
The Japanese government Ia stralnlng to
eapture the trade of the Pacific Tt hopes
to minke Japan the workshop of the Orient,
and has commercial and industrinl train-
Ing schools under wny for the purpose, It
In alno subsidizing the steamship lines, glv-
Ing Industrinl exhibltlons and
forelgn trade In other ways,
The government is Instituting commercinl
museums at the porta of the far east
found one In Singapore under the manage-
ment of the Japanene consul there The
plan Is much llke the Philadelphia museum,
anve that its goods are nll Japanese, There
nre olocks, shovels, hats, fane and brushes
all made In Japan, There are samples of
Japaneso  ruge, stationery, umhrellas,
trunks and satchels, as well as of sllk
linon and cotton goods There nrp onrts
and Jinrikshas, the latter forming one of
the chlef exporte to the different centers
of the far east. Japanese Jinrikshas are
used In Pekin, Shanghal, Hong Kong,
Salgon and Singapore. There hns bheen an
attempt to lotroduce them Into the Philip-
pines, but mo far our government has
frowned on using man as & cab horse and
the attempt has not been succemaful,
Bingapore s an excellent place for such »
museum. It t& the half-way statlon on
the trip around the world, and it l¢ where
the water highways to dfferent

encournging

parts of
the Orilent cross There are ships from
India, Biam. the Phillppines, Australia,

China and Burope always st anchor in ita

harbor. Fifty-five thousand vessels come
Into it every year., and lts annual trade
Amounts to §IE5 000,000 The Japanese

cateh the traders ns they go back and forth
working not only the Singapore trade. but
the countries which Import through Sings-
pore. To Bingapore the
exporis already amount to about
gold.

alone Japanese

£3.000_ 000

Carriers of the Pacvilie,

The Japanese hope to be the carrlers of
the Pacifie, They are among the best sall
ors of the world, They take to water like
duckes. Thelr country consists of about
4,000 mountainous Islands, rupnlog through
the Paeific in the form of a crescent an long
as from New York City to Salt Lake. The
mosat of the Islands are small snd the bulk
of the population lives near the sea. The
result Is that every man of them can
handle s boat, and in past geperations they
have been npoted for thelr Juoks and war
vesarls. They have always done a great
freight business with China and Corea.
Today they are levylng toll on uil the worid
in frelght and express charges. They have
as good ships an you will find anywhere,
and they are buillding some of 6,000 Lons
each In thelr own shipyurds. These ship-
yards are at Nagasaki and are under sub-
sldy from the government. The Japanese
bhave been also buylng modern steamers of
Eugland and the United States. They are
coatinually bringing In pew vessels from
the ahipyards of the Clyde.

They have today 1100 modern stleamers
In thelr merchant marine and about 2000
salling vessels of Huropean type They
have 20,000 pative vessels and lnnumerable
small boats. You can now go around the
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world In & Japanese steamer. There 8 a
line of twelve great ships from Yokohama
to London by the Sueg canal, and there are
several good lines from the United States
te Japan The Toyo Kisen Kalsha has
three steamers of 6,000 tons which sall
regularly from San Franclseo to Yokohama
by way of Honoluly, and thence on to
Shanghal and Hong Kong, The Nippon
Yusen Kalsha has 6,000-ton steamers from
Seattle, and other Japanese stenmers call
at Portland and Tacoma. It I8 now pro-
posed to establish n line to the west coast
of South Americs, and as soon as the Isth-
minn canal la opened thers will be & regular
Japanese service from Japan to the United
States and KEurope Even now Japanese
veasels come Inte our gulfl ports for cargoes
of raw cotton and iron, and the day Is not
tar distant when steamers from Yokohama
miy be seen nll along our const.

In Pallippines nnd Austealin,

The Japanese are reaching out after our
Philippine trade. They send ships regularly
to Manlla, and thence on to Australla vla
Thursday Island, In that llne there are six
steamers of 3,000 tons each, comprising the
best that call at the Phillppines.

Japan has direct steamship
wilth Siberia The vessels start at  Kobe
nnd cmll at Nagasaki, Fusan and Gensan,
(oren, on thelr way to Viadivostock. It
was on one of these ships that 1 went to
Siberin & short time ago The captain
wns nn Englishman and the englneer a
Swede, but the rest of the oMeers were
Japanese, and also the sallors There are
other lines which go from Japan to Man-
churla, and almost dally vessels to
Shanghal and the Yangtse Klang. A regu-
lar line connects Yokohama and Kobe with
Caleutta and Bombay, bringlng cotton and

connection

ARORIGINES OF JATAN.

jute from India, especinlly jute for maklng

the Japanese rugs, which are sold #o
cheaply ln our American stores. Indeed,
the Japanese flag |s more common in the

ports of the world than the American flag,
and in the far ecast Jt I8 safe to say that
there are tweniy Japanese vesscls to
America’s one,

Japan in Corea.

The Russiaps and the lapanese are each
grasplng after Corea. The relations of the
two natlons are strained by the struggle
and It may eventually bring aboul a war
between them, Were It not for Russin the
Japanese would own the whole country
The Japancse made thelr war of 1894 in
order that they might have the Corean
trade, and today they are doing the most
of the lmport and export business of the
peninsuln,. We are shipping some
colton but the Japanese shipments
of lnst year amounted to 2,000,000 yon, and
they have the of the trade In other
lines

Sixty-five per cent of all the ships thal
call at the varlous porta are Japanese and
they are now bullding rallreads which shal!

Corea
goods

most

open up for them some of the best parts
of the country. They have bought th
rallrond which some of our Denver men
bullt from Chemulphe to Seoul, and they
are now at work constructing a line from
Seoul to Fusan. This rallroad will be 300
miles long. Fusan has already a  larg
Jopanese colony and it Is but a short dis

tance from the Japancse ccast,
be almost

Goods can
ferrled across from one country
to the other, and by means of this rail-
road ment direct to the Japanese capltal
Corea furnishes Japan a great deal of rlee
and fish and the Coreans buy all sorits of
Japanese gonds

THIE DOOR OF RICE BAGS WAS THE ENTRANCE TO THE TOKIO FESTIVAL
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The Japnnese have put up telegraph

lines econnecting Fusan with all parts of

the country, and from Fusan there |8 a
cable to Japan The big Tokio banks
have branch offices In Seoul mnd at some

of the Corean ports, and there are Japa-
nese postoMees at the principal  cities.
Japanese money Is the eurrency of the
country and the Japanese have bheen
granted concessions for mines and  other
things

Japanene In China.

The Japanese have been srowded out of
Manchuria by Russia, and the powers have
not permitted them to take possession of
any part of China. Nevertheless, they are
pushing thelr trade throughout the Chinecae
ampira and will have their share of China's
commerce, There are Jupanese stenmers
doing a regular carrylng trade on some of
the Chinege rivers You can have your
houseboat towed through the canals of
Kinngsu by Japanese launches and can go
up the Yangtse Kiang or the Pelho on
stenmaers owned by Japanese

The Japnoese have concessions at many
of the epen portd. At Shanghnl thelr con-
sulate Is In one of the finest bulldings, and
there I8 much Japanese money lovested In
the port, Thev have a concession for a
cotton mill there, but have concluded that
it is cheaper to make cotton eloth at Osaka
und #hip it to China. Indeed, this Is wo
with all sorta of goods. The people hope
to muke Japan the workshop of the Orlent
In an Interview which 1 had with Marquls
Ito he sald that foreign capital should put
up factories in Japan to supply the Chi-
nese mwarkets, He assured me that such
capital would be safe and that Japanese
labor could be more easlly handled than
Chinese labor

I do not doubt that this is correct. The
Japancsée are not so thoroughly organized
into trades unlons ms the Chinese. Thelr
Iabor Is good and exceedingly cheap. Both
women and men work In the factories and
among the most skillful of the

hands are
children,

1 went through some of the finest
rug factorles of this empire and had myselt
photographed with one of t(he employoes
standing in front of me. This wus n }ittle
girl of ten years. 8he only reached to my
walat, bul she was weaving a rug for the
American market when she went out to he
photographed

The Japanese government is thorougniy
Awahke 10 the poasibilities of forelgn trade
It Is encournging manufactories and Is even
now consldering the bullding of steel works
at Kure at an iInitial « of more than
6,000,000 yem. These works will make stea)
platen and other shipbul'ding materials

wnt

Japan and Its Colonies.

I don't know that one can rightly speak
of Japan as having eolonies. It has, how
over, two great lslands at the opposite ends
of the emplre which are undeveloped and
which will add much to its wealth and Its
position In the Pacific. These are Yezo and
Formosa. Yezo la about as blg as Indiana
and Its population is about as Ereat as that
of 8. Louis, It bhas an excellent climate
and 1ts soll ralses the finest of grasa, The
fovernment colonization department is try-
ing to develop the country.

Yezo has excellent conl, There are three

large mines now In operation and rallroads
connect these with the coast There are
to large towns except Hakodate, which has
75,000 people, of whom only about 100 are
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forelgners The most of the Inhabitants
are Alnos, the halry aborigines of Japan

Formosa 18 smaller than Yezo, but of far
more value from its wonderful natural re-
sources. The islund ls 200 mlles long and
about sevenly miles wide In Its broadest part
It is full of minerals, but owing to Its wild
nature has not been carefully prospected
Coal mines are already worked and gold is
found |n many of the strenms,

The lgland has a ridge of mountalns run
aing through It from one end to the other

some of the peaks belng over two miles
In helght. Along the west slope of these
mountains there are many rich, fertlle

valleyas which lead to a large rolling plain
settled by the Chinese. On these lands I
rialsed some of the finest tea of the world
They produce more than 20,000,000 pounds
of tea every year and the most of this goes
to the Unlted States. Indeed, China and th
United States are the chlef customers for
Formosan products,. Japan [tself takes but
little. Our tea is sent across the stralt
Amoy and shipped from there to San Fran
clseo and New York. The most of the ten
leaves are dried In the sun and the packing
in done by tramping them down with the
bare feet,

dapanene In Formoan,

The Japanese nave not yet attempted to
do much with Formosa. They remitied
taxes for one year after they took posacs
slon, but are now attempting to make I
self-supporting. The population Is largel:
Chinese, there belng about 3,000,000 on ths
Island, The chief towns are Tamsul and
Kelung in the north and Taloan and Takow
in the south. Taipeb is the capital.

The Japanese are now bullding rallroad
In the northern part of Formosa and one |
to go from Kelung on the south to Talnanfu
This will pass through the most thickly
populated portlon of the Island, Including
the richest of the sugar and rice reglons
It Is at Tamsul that our consul lives. This
place has a club, several banks and a oum-
ber of merchants and exporters One of
the great products of Formosa Is camphor
made from the camphor tree. It 1s shipped
to all parts of the world

The Japaness have had
trouble with the Formosan
live In villages scattered throughout the
mountains. These peop’e are much Hke our
wild men of the Philipploes They Hve by

considerable
savages, who

hunting and fishing apd a little agricul-
ture. Bome villages have small farm
about them., A few acres are enough for

100 people, each family having its own plot
The men are head hunters not unlike those
of Boroeo, and It is sald that & man cannot
marry until he has brought in at least one
head

The Chinese are the game of the hend
hunter. He sneaks up on them while they
Are al work in the fields
to death. After this he
Bnd goea home rejolcing The trib nt
continually warring with one
the Japanese noldiers hnve
tribe by tribe

then

outs head

and goeurs
off ths
inother and
Lo conguer the

8o far no great progress ha

beer made in civilizing the people
I am told that Formesa has rich min

Coal is found In different parts and ther
are evidences of petroleum Not long &g
some Chinese employed two Pennsylvaniar
to test cerain oll flelde They sank a shafl
but their drills broke at 300 feet from the
surfuce and so far the work hasg not been
~esumed

The Japauese ure by po means verny

a po
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