Well Equipped Private Fire Departments

SWIFT'S FIREMEN WITH CHEMIC

HILE Omaha’s fire department
ranks with that of any city in the
United States, in equipment, dis-
cipline and high character and
efficlency of its members, it is a
notable and perhaps almost unique fact that
there are a number of auxiliary fire-fAghting
organizations, regularly composed, subject
to careful discipline and always responsive

to emergency calls outside of the limits
which are within their special care. Of
course this obligation is reciprocal, the
regular publie fire department being re-

sponglve in like manner, with the qualifica-
tion that opce ot a fire the ity department
assumes charge, the auxiliary organizations
becoming subject to its control and direc-

tlon,

The oldest auxiliary department in the
city, the efficiency of which Is constantly
belng increased, is the Durant Engine and

Hose company, organized in 1566, soon after
the completion of the Union Pacific rallway,
The members are all employes of the Unlon
Pacific company, engaged in the various de-
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partments of the company's shops. This
fire company was pamed after Thomas C.
Durant, the rallway company's first chietf
engineer,

John Reed, who won the state hose-
coupling contest In J886, s chief of the
department and receives extra pny. He has
cne assistant and twenty men. The sery-
lces of the men are rewarded by the com-
pany in varlious substantinl ways, among
others payment of double time when en-
gaged In fire work., The equipment of the
Durant company consists of one engine
having a capadity of 750 gallons o minute.
There are four hose carts, carryving an ag-
gregate of 2,100 feet of hose, this belng In
addition to permanently adjusted hose in
all parts of the shops ready for instant use.
Besldes two eity fire alarm boxes there are
fifteen specinl boxes In the shops and also
a telephone service

The central alarm Is in
ghop and the members of
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dition to i1his general
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are  provided elghteen Babvock Hre ex-

tinguishers; thirty barrels always kept
full of water at as woany  carcfully
stlecled poinis, sixtoen  two-way and
three three-way water plugs, o sl of
which there Is a gravity pressure of 12
pounds to the square ioch. [Practlee drills
are glven every two weeks, and occasiongl

false alarms (o onder to Incrense vigilanos

Un n recent ocenslon the members of the
company, starting from the engine house
ran one block, lald &0 feet of hose and
were |l"""'\\illl: waler in forty-seven  soc
onds, The compuny s subject to call by
the elty depariment An lnstance where
valuable ald was rendered woas the fire In
IMeteg's lumbor yurd Insurance men only
recently Inspected the fire equipment and

expressed lively approval of it

The Union PPaclllc company is now organ-
izing o similar department at the
Bluffs transfer

Council

Among the Poneking Houses,

In SBouth Omaba all the ment packing

houses have sepurite fire organization, the
Armour, Swift, Cudahy, Hammond and
Omaba Packing compoanies, nnd also the
Union Stock Yards company These or-

ganlzations all act in perfect harmony, re-
sponding to calls originating in any of the
packing houses or in the stock yurds, They
algo respond Lo calls for ald from the South
Omaba department. Kach of these nuxiliary
companies hus separate quarters, where
the members stay when not at work., Baths
and varlous amusements are provided by
the companies. Armour and Swift pay the
members of their departments 25 cents a
day extra. Medical attendance Is free. The
chiefs of the several departments, together
with Chief Etter of the South Omaha de-
partment, have meetings on the frst Mon-
day of every month, at which methods and
higher efMclency are discussed,

The general signal in ench of the packing

houses Is six blusts of the steam whistle
If afterward a double similar signal |s
sounded, it 18 4 general alarm, and all the

packing house fire companles respond, thus
moking avallable about Afty men and such
additional equipment as ¢an be used to
advantage The discipline governing such
an assembling of the fHre departments s
arranged and thorcughly understood by all
the firemen. In addition to elther single or
general alarms, the Soulh Omaha clty de
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periment is notified and the clty chlef takes
general charge on reaching the fire.

Evidence of the promptness with which
the auxiliary dJdepartments respond Lo an
alarm was afforded last October, when nt
the Armour plant nine llnes of hose were
playing on a fire In the fertilizer depart-
ment nine minules before the arrival of the
eity department. There were only two fires
of consequence last year, and none thia
Year.

The equipment of these several compa-
nies that is avallable at a fire In any of
the plants represents an aggrogate of 54.000
fear of hose (not Including hose, with noz-
zles, nttached to waler plugs In the bulla-
Ings), and 282 chemical engines, Several of
the plants are provided with a steam sys
Lem

The village of Dundee, just outside the
western Himits of Omaha, has n volunteer
lepartment, and co-operating with It when-
ever needed ure the two clty fire companles
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on Walnut HIl and at Thirty-sixth and
Jackson streets. The Dundee company Is

provided with two hose carts and 1,100 feet
of hose. There are six water plugs, with
triple openings, supplled by one 12-Inch
and o pumber of S-lnch water malos, af-
fording & pressure of fifty-four pounds. The
distribution of the water plugs and the
hose now provided admits of every house
In the village belng reached. There are
two volunteer companies, each having =a
captaln and twelve men.

The Ploneer Hook and [ adder company
(volunteer) members Omoha was
indebted on numerous ocensions for skillful
protection for many
disbanded Muy 6, 1880, with elaborate publle
ceromaon les With their
glorious record was closed
surviving moembers s
Veteran Firemen's association
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