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This I8 surely the winter of the In-
surance man's discontent.

As an effectunl wrecker of banks the
borrowing bank officer remalny i a class
by himself.

——

Frank James has protested agalnst the
farther production of the play which ex-
ploits the dolngs of himself and brother.
That I8 certaluly one act in his career
which the public will heartily endorse.

——

South Omahs counclimen have agreed
to disagree upon the site of the proposed
Oarnegle library building. The natural
fnference I8 that the men who own the
gltes have foollshly offered their real es-
tate below the margin.

bR T

The franchised corporatiofs mld

:mtm e uce thelr bopks for ex-

court—in that case
outsiders might know us much-of the
valye of the special privileges they enjoy
ad the managers themselves,

e ———

The Gook County Democrncy while
making a tour of the ‘south was com-
pelled to put up over Bunday in a dry
town. People who remember the club's
visit to Omaha in 1808 can enslly under-
stand the Intense suffering which this
eondition entailed.

—
Ope bhundred thousand horses have

It is pald Sir Thomas Lipton has de-
eided to put an  American crew on
11 when he tries out his new
hich Is to sdil for the America's
mwmllhmldmuﬂn

winner the heartburnings over the last
defeat will be greater than ever,
Towa

E

—

rallroads wlll cheerfully forego
privilege of supplying wembers of
legislature and lown public officlals,
coustng and aupts, with passes,
the lowa leglslature will
privilege of revislng the reve-
0 a# to make the rallroads
rtheir just proportion of the burden
mﬂun

the

e ———

m Gage bas heen tendered
und secepted the position of president of
& blg trust company.  Men who have
held high places lo the Treasury depart-
ment do Bot appear to have anf aim-
culty In obtalalng remunerative employ-
went upon retiremont from offie. The
man who cas ereditably 8l any of these
MI positions necessurily has abil-
ity of which private parties are only too
-ugu' to avall themselves.

; EEEETE——————

The authoritiey of Wisconsln univer-
sity are called upon to decide one of
the most momeutous questions in the
bistory of the institution. It Is whether
the unlversity boarding Louses shall be

. permitted to serve hash aud prunes more

than once & day, Eduéstionsl afalrs
in this country bave passed (hrough
many and serlous crises, but nothing ap-
prodching this In lmportance has here-
tofore racked the university man's

nal success I those states, while the
declares It to Be o dismal fall-
eupld tell which of
m with the jm-

" WUULD TAE LEGISLATURE AOT?

-The Omala Bes continues to think of
very important thinga that the legisiature
might do for the state M it was only called
together and given & chanco. Put a legls-
Inture that consumed aixty days, sxclusive
of . Baturdays and Sundays and other odd
times, In am abortive atisspt lo perform
so. plmple & conntitutional duty as Lo re-
district the stats sccording to the census
of 1900, so that there ahould be an equitable
represontation of the several counties In
the two hounss of the legialature, is a
broken reed to lean upom when {mportant
businesa |s at the fore. A leginiature
chosen by the peopls end not by senatorial
aspirants might turn the trick possibly.
AL least the Jouroal hopes Lo see ona com-
petent for its work In sesslon next winter.—
Lincoln Journal.

This may sound very plluslbh to peo-
ple not conversant with the history of
the last leglslature. But everybody In
Nebraska who knows anything about
Nebraska legislatures knows 'that the
leglslature of 1001 will stand comparison
with any previous leglslature that has
made laws for this state

Everybody In Nebeaska who Is fairly
informed coucerning the difficulties en-
countered by the Iast legislature In com-
ing to an agreemefit on apportionment
bills, and-other legislation imperatively
demanded by the people knows that the
trouble was not with the candidates for
United States senator, but with the cor
es | POTations that wanted to dictate candl-
dates or defeat candidates. Had these
mﬂml and their satellites kept
their hinds off the legislature, ita duty
to elect two United States senators
would have been discharged on the first
Jolut ballot. As it was, the bully-rag-
ging, wire-pulling and bulldozing by
which the corporation lobby kept the
legislature in a ferment continued from
the beginning to the last day of the
session,

It would be altogether different in a
speclal session. There would be no sen-
ator to elect, no corporation bills to fight
over, no jobs to give out and no trades
to negotinte. The leglslature would
meet to transact the business embodled
in the governor's call and with no dis-
turbing factors It would easily get
through Its work within twenty days.

To assume that the republican ma-
Jority of the legislature cannot be per-
sunded to do its duty to the people when
convened for a specific purpose Is to as-
sume that the republican party s unsit
to govern Nebraska. The Bee s not
willing to make that admission,

————
LINCULN'S BIRTHDAY.

Ninety-three years ago Abraham Lin-
coln was bormn. In several states this
anniversary of his birthday will be ob-
served as s legal bollday, while at many
banquet tables In many states the
memory of that great man—next to
Washington the most Imposing and the
mo#t rovered character In American
history—will be duly honored. While
it has been proposed to make
February 12 a pational bollday and
this may sooner or later be done,
the birthday of Lincoln doea not need
stuch recognition In order to Insure its
observance by hls countrymen. Every
recurrence of the anniversary finds its
observance extended. Appreciation of
the great qualities of Lincoln, admira-
tion of his character and gratitude for
the mighty work he acomplished, grow
with the passing years, and there is no
danger that so long as the republic
stands, or so long as free Institutions
are cherished, the memory of the eman-
clpator of a race and the savior of his
country will fade from the minds of men
or cense to command their affection and
reverence.

Abrabam Lincoln met the highest
standard of patriotism. His love of
country and devotlon to free institu-
tions were profound and Intense. He
had elso an unfalling faith In the
survival of republican institutions
and in the grand destiny of his
country, An eminent American states-
man, contemporary with Lincoln, saild
there cannot be any exaggerated
estimate of him. No one will be dis-
posed to question this who is familiar
with Lincoln’s bistory. From its humble
beginning to the hour of martyrdom the

career of Abrabam Lincoln proclaims
him one of the greatest, poblest and
most herole characters the world has
known. ‘
e ——
JUDICIOUS RECOMMENDATIONS.

The recommendations of the industrial
commission are generally so wise and
Judicious that they must receive the
hearty approval of all men who have
given to the subjects consldered Intelll-
gent mud careful study, The commls-
slow during the two years of its Investl-
gation, has gone over a groat deal of
ground and lts final report, of which the
publie is belng given installments, shows
that its duty has been curefully and
falthfully performed.

The views of the commission in re-
gard to labor and taxation wre for the
most part emipently sound, It urges
that the states should by legislution es-
tablish uniformn hours of labor and that
in all public employment the working
tday should be elght hours. An excel
lent suggestion is that railyoads be pro-
hibltedd from employing telegraph oper-
ators under 18 years of age, Yerhaps
this Is pot pow generally done, but it
has been in the past may: be again,
#0 that it Is manifestly advisable to have
the matter regulated by law, If congress
bLas the authority, as the commission
atfirius, to do g0, Other suggestions re-
gurding rullroad employes are equally
good and while it §s a fact that sowe
of these are already In practice on rall-
roads It would be well to make them
a logal requirement,

What the commission says in regurd
to taxation presents a question of the
bighest lmportance, as to which there is
great diversity of oplolob, but in the
maln we think the recommendations
Judiclous and certaloly worthy of seri-
ous consideration. Im regard to fmml-
gratich the sowwisslon appears to re-
gard existing laws sufficlent, except
thut 46 wobld increase the bhead tax. It
does not suggest any additions! restric-
tive legislation, from which it Is ress-
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slon does not regard with favor the
Immigration bills that have been intro-
duced In congress. On the subject of
Irvigntion the commisslon wurges ba-
tionnl control of sources of water sup-
ply, surveys of arid land and an estl-
mate of the avallable water supply for
thelr reclamation, and the construction
of storage reservoirs and Irrigation
works. This clearly means that In the
Judgment of the commission Irrigation
should be natlonalized, It suggests that
the government should deal with this
most lmportant task, In'which the en-
tire country has an Interest, In a broad
and practeal way, rather than in the
manner proposed In the blll prepared
by the representatives in congress from
the aridcland states,

Every cltizen who is Interested In
these Important questions should give
thoughtful atteption to the concluslons
and recommendations of the Imdustriul
commission, & non-partisan body com-
posed of wen of a high ovder of ability,
who have evident!ly pursued their inves-
tigations with consclentions fidelity and
have framed their opinlons of what ex.
isting conditions require with & purpose
single to the promotion of the general
welfare,

————
WRECKING A BAVINGS BANK.
The wrecking of the City Savings
bank of Detroit by Its vice president
in collusion with the cashler was pome-
what exceptionsal In the method adopted,
but It is none the less yseful in the sug-
gestion it presents of the difficulty, if
not indeed the hmupossiblility, of such in-
stitutions providing absolute safoguards
agalost official disbhonesty, There ap-
pears to be no doubt that the wrecked
bank bad been conducted on sound
business principles, It had been long-

vestablished and enjoyed the confidence

of the community. A large amount of
publie funds were deposited with It
No fauit, it is said, attaches to the di-
rectors, who of course had lmplielt con-
fidence In the integrity of the vice pres-
fdent and cashier of (he institution,
Those officials probably did not delib-
erately Intend to rob the bank. The
vice president doubtless hoped that the
tide of his speculations would turn in
his favor and he could return the money
he took out of the Institution, But the
tide did. not t and the gonsegquence s
disaster to hi f and the bauk.

It appears pertinent to remark in con-
nection with this clreumstance that
nothing of the kind would be likely to
bappen” In the case of a postal savings
bank, but If such a government lnsti-
tution should be robbed, which of course
would be possible, the depositors would
not suffer. Every person who hnd a
deposit in the bank would be certain
to get it on demand. This Is the strong
polut in favor of the propusition to es-
tablish postal savings banks, that the
money of depositors weuld be under any
and ull cireumstances absolutely secure.
This s the consideration of chlef im-
portance to the peopls who put thelr
savings In the savings banks, the gues-
tion of interest on thelr deposits beéing
of minor consequence. It ls these peo-
ple who ought to be strongly In favor of
postil savings banks and sueh ineldents
ns that at Detrolt should have the ef-
fect to increase popular sentiment favor-
abie to banks in connectfon with the
postal wervice,

NO MINURCTY RULE,

The principle of government by ma-
Jorities Is embedded at the base of our
entive system of political party rule.
The right of the majority to select can-
didates and control party organizations
Is firmly established. The assent and
submission of the minority to the will
of the majority Is a moral obligation
vitiated only by fraud or corrupt manip-
ulation. Majority rule through commit-
tees and conventions necessarily implies
an equitable apportionment of repre-
sentation that enables majorities to volee
thelr wishes through thelr choden dele-
gates,

The right of majorities to rule, ignored
for years In Douglas county, wus com-
pletely overturned by the lust repub-
lican county convention, which, under
pretense of smashing the wmachine, re-
pudiated and distranchised the wnajority
of the republican voters by creating a
committee whose membership represents
& bare minority of the party in this
county. It guve to the b,000 republicans
of Omaha twenty-seven Mewbers of the
governing commiftee and to the 2,800
republicans in South Omaba apnd the
country precincts thirty-four members
of the committee. This rank luvasion of
the rights of the majority was further
emphasized by instructions to the com-
mittee to perpetuate the rule of the wi-
pority In the apportionment of delegntes
in all future conventiong. The nmiurml
result of the viclous attempt to establish
minority rule was the defeat of the prin-
clpal candidates on the county tleket
whose nomination -the minority had
sought to suddle upon the party.

Aud pow it is given out that the fue-
tlon that perpetrated. this outrage, not
confident of Ita abllity to mslotein Its
supremacy with minority copventons,
proposes to extend minority rule through
the Crawford county system in the se-
lection of u republican candidate for
cougress o this district. It goes with-
out sayiug that the republicans of this
district will pot tamely submit to sucl
u schewme,

The flundamental principle of the
Urawfond county system is to give each
wewber of the purty so equal and dl-
rect voice in the cholee of eaudidutvs
instead of through delegute reprosents-
tion, which so ofien defeats the cholee
of (ke majority by bargaiu und sale
This principle is sound and will meet
with the spproval of the rank and fie
of the purty if honestly carried lnto ef-
fect. In other words, the proposition 1o
let the republican volers name thelr can-

eralug commitives by direct selection o
an Australian pallot will commend It
self e all rwiv-minded men, -

But any scheme whercby & minority
can dictate uominations by plorality

mwuwmmmummu weet With pepulsr ap-

.

didates for public office and their gov-

proval, nor will It be recognized as bind-
lng on the majorfty. At the last election
nearly 15000 votes were cast for the
republican candidate for congress in
Douglas county., Assume that 10,000 pe
publicans conld be mustered to cast thelr
ballots at & congressional primary, di-
viding their votes among ten candidates,
and the higheat of these should recelve
1,100 votes, while the other nine should
receive KB00; If plorality rule were
adopted the man with 1,100 votes would
elaim the nomlpation, although 8900 re-
publicans had expressed Lhemselves
agalost him. Under the plurality rule
the 8000 would be expected to submit
to the rule of the 1,100, In principle the
same Injustice would be perpetrated if
the plurality nominee should recelve
4,500 votes as agalost 5,500 for his op-
ponents,

Manifestly no minority candidate could
depend wpon the undivided support of
his party. Suoch a nominstion would
not bhe consldered binding upon the party
amd would only lovite defest at the
polls.

Our Dave never falls to encoubter the
most awful obstacles to every measure
in the interest of his constituents and
then by superhuman exertion he over-
comes them before the curtain rings
down. His response to the S8outh Omaha
Improvement club with reference to the
appropriation for macadamizing Thir-
toenth street from Omaha to Fort Crook
is characteristic. “Congress,” says our
Dave, “has never macadamized a road
as I have asked for, but I hope I may
be able to establish a precedent, al-
though it ls uphill work.” It takes a
scholar and & statesman, as well as a
macadamiclan, to write such a letter,
but the quarrymen and stone breskers
had better get ready before the snow
melts. Although congress has never
macadamized a road, except through
members “who have broken rock as a
penalty, we feel sure congress will this
time relent in order to demonstrate that
Dave can have anything In sight, or out
of sight.

The supervising architect of the treas-
ury is sald to bave been persuaded that
the money appropriated for the Omaha
federal bullding will cover the expense
of finishing the Seventeenth street-front
in conformity with the Bixteenth street
front. With 500,000 approprinted by
the last congress for the west wing
there ought to have been at least a bal-
ance of $100,000 on hand after the bulld-
Ing was completed. 1If It Is true, as re-
ported, that over $00,000 of the appro-
priation for Omaha’s federal bullding
has already been absorbed for arcbltectl'
fees and plans slone, the alleged Insuffi-
clency of the appropriation may be in
part explained.

————

If the enterprising Turkish newspaper
reporters could only be persuaded to
keep away from the brigands that car-
rled off Miss Stohe she wonld have long

ago been liberated on the ransom ralsed
by her Americah friends, This, at Joast,
ts the version Which comes to us all the
way from Constantinople through the
medium of & veraclous American mis-
slonary. 'The next thing we expect to
hear is that the Turkish newspaper rep-
resentdatives are playing brigands them-
selves and have ralsed the ante a Uitle
higher.
]

The judiclary committee of the Iowa
house of representatives has declded by
i vote of § to 8§ to recommend the antl-
pass bill, If the rallronds had engaged
that bland and smmooth legislative hyp-
notlst, Mr. Ager, he could prolably have
persuaded the ninth man to change his
views on the pass guestion,

The bill nimed at anarchists, called a
mefsure to protect presidents, Is belng
pushed In congress. After leglalation has
done all it can the fact will remain that
with the best human protection the
president must depend upon divine prov-
idence to safeguard his health and life,

S————
Keeping the Pot Bolling.
Philadelphla Ledger,

With Mr. Schwab hobnobbing with King
Edward and Emperor Willlam begging an
American girl to sing in Berlin, American
stock keops pretty well at par in Europe.

A Slander, WGoak,
Washington Post.

We fear Kansas s too healthy frem a
financial standpoint to enooursge A& new
political party. Why dossn’t Mr. Gassa-
wayitry Nebraska? Nebraska sesms to be
cany.

Advuominens Amendment.

Haltimore American.
' Andrew Carnegie has composed his own
epltaph. It rosnds; "“Hers lies a man who
knew how to get around bim men much
cleverer than himaself'" Many a rich man
could copy this epltaph, lsaving out the
“him."

Two of a Kind Palming.
C Trivune,

King Edward and President Schwab ap-
pear to have had an agreeable Interview.
The king expressed his pleasure at meet-
lug an American of whom he hed bheard so
much, and Mr., Hchwab acknowledged that
be had beard of King Bdward often anod was
equally aa glad to meet him.

Reforming the Jary System.

New York Tribuns,

Our jury systom ought to be &0 amended
that the iliness of & single juror in & mur-
der trial which ls exceptionally lmportant
and expensive Lo the taxpayers should mot
delay the progresa of the case After the
jury box has been fllod eleven poers of
the ncoussed prisoner can safely be Lrusted
to treat him falrly, even If the twelfth jury-
man ls prostrale upoo a sick bed. It s
timo that reason and common wense should
take the place of techulcalitles and un-
reasonabile precedents I our crimioal
courts,

Omaha's Definiilon of & “Lond.”
Minneapolls Times,
An Qmahs police Judgw has defined drunk-
enness a8 “'s condition praduced by drink.
ing vinpus, spirituous or walt liquors which

Water-Logged Trusts

New York Financial Age,

The caplitalisation of 188 concerns so-
ealled trusts, la placed at §5,000,000,000,
Does anyooe realize what this enormous
amount actually means? It means that 183
concernn are caplialined with a eapital
amount of oune-half the world's entire
stock of money, It means that the capital-
Ization of thewe concerns exceeda tha total
stock of monsy of the United States by
two billlon dollars; of Grest Britian by
nearly §4,000,000,000; of Qermany by aboul
$2,000,000,000, and wo forth. The total eapl-
tal of these 180 concerns equals more than
the entire stock of money of the Upited
States, Great PBritain and Germany com-
bined.

Now, what Is this capit]l based on, and
what amount of mseourity Is offered to se-
cure investors agalnst loss In case those
concerns should fall? Let us start at the
largeat, oapitalized ot about $1,500,000.
The nactuel value of the entire plant of
this colossus s admitted to be §300,000,000,
and the balanch of §1,000,000,000 s good will,
ordinarily ealled “water.”” Another ia cap-
ftallzed ot $100,000.000, and the actunl value
of the plant Is about $30,000,000, Another is
oaplitalized at $30,000,000 when the nactual
value does not exceed 33,000,000, and so on
down the line.

The first thing which Iz dona when such
A trust In formed M to give ths promotars
about 10 per cent of the stock for
sorvices rendered, and the publle press s
full of articles relating how this man or
that man, famous in the financlal world,
holds a0 many miillons of stock, but dooes
anyons ever think of tha fact that that
prominent fAnancler immediately proceeds
to rid himsell of st least 90 per cent of
his holdings, and unload ¥t on the public
through the medlum of the BStock eox-
changen?

The publlc buys thess shares, and when
the trust actually gets down to work about
#0 per cent of the entire capital stock Is-
sued 1n poattered among Inventors who have
probably only Invested becauss Jones or
Bmith held so many millions of it. When
the thing goes up all these little holders
wonder why they are rulned, while the man
who had so much stands by, Is cool and
wmiles,

The four-miling bubble (s #til]l fresh In
the people's minds. The stock was issued
on the first day on the 'Change at 0, ad-
vaneed to 0, so na to give the public a
chance to bite, and thun gracefully declined
to sero. The promoters of that bubble
are rich today. Why?

And so it {s with many others. One esape-
cially demerves mention; the stock of this
concern rales above par, yet only a year
ago tha wso-called officers pald nearly

$2.000,000 mlone for the pleasure of doing
business, and (hen sven weat down into
thalr own pockets and pald more than
£3,000,000 in unearned dividends. Thess divi-
dends were supposed to come out of A re-
setve fund, But how could thers be & Te-
sérve fund when there has been & pPropor-
tionats loss every year! This ressrve fund
has been mwade up from the manipulation
of (his stock on the exchange, and the
holders are blissfully lgnorant of the abyss
that is yawning Dbemeath them. If the
hoad of this concern should die today the
stock would not be worth $i0 per share.

This so-called trust business s over-
done. The profits do not admit of paying
dividends on a capital which consists of
enough water te drown an enllre popu-
lace. Ia It reasonable to muppose that any
man would sell & business which pays him
7 per cent on $2,000,000 for $500,000, or ia It
ressonable to think that anyons would sell
a business that pays him 7 per cent eon
that $500,000 for $500,0007 Then how In it
reasonable to wppoﬂ that you cam buy
a business that pays 7 per cent on $500,-
000 under conservative management, and
make It pay 7 per cent om §5,000,000 with-
out enlarging it, or without any material
{mprovement?

Why do trusts object fo daylight ia re-
gard to thelr affairs, and why will they
spend milljons to prevent such HHght being
shed upon Mr business? Why do they
object to legialation that will give the
public more facta? 1f everything s above
puaplelon why are they so socretive?

Industrial combinations are s benefit to
our country: they advance commarce and
enhance values, but when it comes to a
question of mer-enplullntlon to such an
enormous degree as is practiced mow 1t
beoomes & menace to the country; and, in
fact, the entire world, If, for example, &
fow of these large bubbles would burst,
the havoc wrought would be awful, Banks
and mercantile houses alike would be
swallowed up In the flood that would fol-
low, and it Is safe to say that the pro-
moters would be amply provided with life
prefervers.

The Financial Age Is not pessimistie,
only It advises caution whore such dis-
astors threaten, Take the fallure of the
Asphalt Trust which happensd recently.
If this combine had had tem times more
capital its fallure would have besn de-
layed only, not prevemted. This happened
on a small scale, and it will happen on a
large scale just ad sure as the sum shines.
No banking Institution has the right to
loan money on securities so flimey as in-
dustrial stocks, nor has an institution hand-
ling public funds a right to invest these
funds in such & way.

GOODEY TO THE MILIKMAN,

Proapective Paasing of the Man Who
Rushea the Can.

Chieago Chronlele,

A SBwedinh sclertist elaims he has In-
vented an apparstus by which milk san
be brought Into the form of powder, like
flour in appearance, und having all the
qualities of milk In concentraled form
with the exception of moisture. The milk
flour l& soluble In water. It does not fer-
ment mor sour and is not sensitive to
changes of weather, It Is sald to be com-
paratively inexpensive, the cost of pro-
duction being about 27 cents per 106 guarts.

If what the inventor claims is true the
day of the milkman will poon be over, so
far s the cities are concerned. The old
jokes regarding the milkman and the town
pump will be out of date. Each family will
dilute its milk flour sccording to (mete
and produce more or less mlilk according
to means and need. Perhaps the best as-
pect of it Is that the quist of the early
morning bours will no longer be broken
by the sound of milk ¢ans rustling over the
stony stroets; that & Sabbathlike still-
ness will prevall from & to G instead of
the nolsy clatter of the milkman bent on
finishing his disagreeable round as ocarly
in the day aa possible.

The more poetic aspects of the situation
need not pass away. The dalry mald may
still pursue her vocation and the ruwstio
swaln still make love te her in the dawy
freshness of the morning. It In the city
milkman, the purveyor of the liguld mix-
ture, who will have to go. In his place
the grocer comea, bringing barrels or bags
of milk flour which will keep the year
round without loss of flavor or substance.

Whether the change on the whole will
be & gain remains to be seen—If indeed the
invention is all it promises, Bince savage
man first appropristed the milk of ani-
mals to his own use it has held its own
in spits of so-called Improve te, Mk
flour may become & convenlence in an
smergency, but prove an unworthy sub-
stitute for the origiosl article in its nat-
ural form.

PERSONAL NOTES

The king of Slam has decided not to come
to this couniry this year, but there are so
many other royalties coming that be will
not be miesed,

The Virginis constitutional conventlon ls
to recommend that city, like county, treas
urers should not be eligible to re-election
after two terms of four years each,

It is related of Bamuel Alvin Sperry, who
has just died in Reno county, Kaosas, that
he was one of & family of fourteen chil-
dren, all of whom lived to be more than
76 years old.

Bx-Sesater Chandler says President
Roosovelt has set & pace lo his attention
to and transaction of public business that
will kil any of his wsuccessors who may
attempt to keep It up.

Now 18 it any wonder that a Japanese
prince, or one of any other nation, for
that matter, wanis 1o visit us? We are
gotting & reputation as roysl enterialners
that mppeals to royalty.

General Joseph Wheeler told a boys’
bri e lu Philadelphia the other night that
his earnest hope is that we shall never
bave anolher war, and he added that there
wil] never be any necessity for ome “if all
persous will be good.™

Huarry B Lee, a bardware manufsoturer
of Chicago, owns the largest and Ansest
private museum in the world.  He has
hunted and fshed Iln every stats and terri-
tory in this country, all over Canada and
Mexico and through the domain of Alaska.

A proboer meeting which wes to have
besn held in Boaton has been callpd off
on the alleged ground that no sultable hali
could be found, The real reason Is sald
to have been thst Bourke Cockran, who
waa to be the lesding spesaker, refused to
appear on the same platform with Webster
Davis, another of the advertised orators.

The elevemth Contipéntial Congress of the
Duughters of the American Revolution is
te be held in Washington during the week
commencing February 17, The president
gomoral, Mrs. Charles W. Falrbanks, will
preside at the opening meeting on Monday
and deliver the address of welcome. The
pew officers will be slectad on Thursday.

Formor Lisutenant Dirsison of the French
army snpounces that be has pow givem full
satisfaciion to sl persons offended by his
pook, "Les Maritimes ™ and will wow de-

yole himself to the advertising of his work.
M. m*n fve duels bave boomed his
book, of which 50,000 coples have been

—

BITS OF WASHINGTON LIFE.

Etchings of People and Events at the
Nutional Capltnl,

The patent office reverses the customary
“dull season Iin business and enjoys A
“busy season” during the first three months
of the yoar. Few suppose there (s a time
whon Inventors take a mpurt, yst such (s
the fact, as the fillings for patents show.
This pecullarity Is explained on the ground
that the winter season affords a great many
poople, particularly farm the leisurs to
employ their laventive 'E and the result
is shown In Increased applications for
patents during 'the early months nf the
year.

As a general thing, reports the Wllh—
ington Fosat, the applications have & ten-
denoy to run to one thing, which invariably
han some bearing om whatever happens to
be uppermost or occupying the attention
of the American people at the time. For
exdmple, nearly all the applications that
have been recelved since the beginning of
Decombar have been for improvements on
voling machines and automobiies. The
chief clerk of the patent office states that
whendver a disastrous fire ocours In any
city they are most certaln to be flooded
with applications for paténts on fire ex-
tinguishers for a month or so afterward,
&ll of them from persons living around
and about the scene of the fire. Such also
is the case with boat explosions and other
accldents,

A serious steamboat explosion that oe-
ourred several ysaras ago brought forth a
dozen or more applications for patents on
& “non-explosive steamboat.”” It Is also &
singular fact that mors applications have
been filed for patents cn car couplers than
for anything else. For some reason nearly
every man has an {dea In his head that he
can inyent a ear coupler, and an amusiog
featura of this is the greater number of
suoch applications come from farmers, who,
one would think, would turm their atten-
tion to Inventing agricultural devices in-
stead of Uylng o solve problemas of rallrond
economy.

An impecunious representative from a
wastern siate met five friends on the street.

“Come In and have s drink,” he said.
They went into the neweat and most elab-
orate cafe of the city. Hach of the ﬂ_vo

Wu Tingfang, the Chiness minister, had
spoken of labor “agitators.”

“How odd!™ sald Mr. Wu. “See here"
He opsned two dictionarios mt the word
in each defnition Dennis
Kearnoy Is spoken of as a labor “agitator. ™

“What Is & poor forslgner to do In the
face of such high authority™ saked Mr,
Wu blandly. *“I am oot a natlve. I must
fall back om the dictionaries, Mr. Gom.
pers must revise the dictionaries before
he can come at me.” x

Then he winked a aly Orlental wink.

NO LESE MAJESTE LAW.

-———

Objections te the Moasure Drafted by
the Homse Cemmittee,

Chicago Imter Ocean (rep.)

Congress Is finally moving in the matter
of ourbing the anarchists. A special com-
mittes of the houss judiciary committes has
agrend upon & bill of which the main preo-
vislons are as follows:

The death is Impossd upon any
person killing or attempting te kill the
president ar anyone In the line of the
presidential succeanion. Acocessories ba-
fore the fact are declared equally gullly
with principals. Acceaporiea after the
fact are subject to a filne and Imprison-
ment, as are persons who counsel, advies
or advocats the committing of such crimes,
Provisien Is also made for the punishment
of those conapiriag In this sountry te kill
the head of a foreign stats. No allen
who advocates the overthrow of organized
government is to be admitted to this counm-
try, and If found thereln may be deported.

Buch & law would at least provest the
sort of scandal that would have followed the
practical escape from punishmemt of C
gosx bad President MoKinley reco
In that cass the extrems penalty would
bave been imprisomment for ten ysars, less
the usual Sommutation for good bahavior.
And ths assassin might have been pardoned
soomer if any political chance had hap-
pened to affiict New York with & governor
who sympathized with anarchy. That hap-
pened in Iilinols with some of the accessor-
fes of the Haymarket amarchist murders.

The proposed bill Is encouraging as show-
ing & disposition to take some action, but s,
neverthelesn, fundamentaily objectionabls.
It makes an sttack upom the presjident and
several other officialn & more serfous crime
than & similar sttack upon a private cltizen,
Of course, in one senss Lhal Is a more
serious crime, but so to treat It is contrary
to the genius of our institutions. The pro-
posed bill attempls to creats A sacrosanot
officlal class, and essays to folst the prin-
ciple of less majests into the laws of a
republle.

The distinction should be made not in llu
vietim of the crime, but In the criminal.
The military law furnishes a precedent and
shows the way. For a civilian to strike a
military officer, even in time of war, unless
in the actual theater of war aod after
martial law has been declared, in merely
A common assault. But for a soldier to
strike his officer at any time Is a felony.
Our laws should wset apart the aunarchist
from the soclety against which he wage:
war, as they set the pqm from
o mass of civillans, The t miay be
justly thus set apart, for he utterly deflea
and denies the laws which civiligsed men
hive made for their own protection.

The only logical and sfMclont way to deal
with the anarchist is to treat him aa the
pirate has been and is treated. That. (s
to declare him, as the pirate is declared,
an enamy of the human race, wholly out-
silde the protection of the civil law, and turn
him over to the military law for restraint
and punishment. The attempt to distort
the civil law s0 as to reach the amarchist
is dangerous and likaly te caysé more
evils than it cures. We wanl no less ma-
Jeste law In this country. L&t congress do
the logloml thing and turn the anarchist
over to the military Iaw. That is the safe,
the simple, and the only way to deal with
him effectively.
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friends took a Scotch high ball of the kind | for him,

that cost 26 cents each. The Impecusious
representative took a glasss of beer.

“What's that you're drinking, Jim?"
asked one of the friends.

“That,”" sild the repressniative as he
nervously fingered the check ecalling for
$1.25 and held up the glase of beer so all
could sos it, “‘is & lesson in deportment.”

Major O, L. Pruden, assistant secretary to
the president has occupled his preseat po-
sition for many years, A8 & resull his
friends are legion and most of them feel

A lttle fringe of halr comes down bensalh
his bat, but if one looks under the.
at the back of the major's head ons will
the posterior portion of his forshead.
caune of his many friends he
remembrances last Christmas.
thoss came to the White House, and Major
Pruden was overflowing
befora he bhad opened one-
which the mall oarriers and
man Jeft at bla desk. After he
& certaln carefully wrapped package,
‘-nr.m-mu.:-mauan-m
face.
“Now, why In the world 414 theat fool send
those things to me?™ he asked of Assletant
Becretary Loeb.
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ng on nﬁr new! slad
otﬂ.l‘\l!“i

Major Pruden hald up for inspection as he | ki

spolis & palr of handsoms gold-mounted
military halr brushes.

Several orations in the Bloux Isagusge
were delivered a few mornings agoe before
the wenate committes cn Indian sffairs, re-
lates the Washington Poat. The orators
were Thunder Hawk, a full-blooded Sloux,
and four other chlefs, who are in Wash-
ington to protest agaimst the leasing of &
portion of thelr reservation.

Thunder Hawk and his brother chiefs
were participants iu the Custer massacre,
After that trugic episode ther flad (o the
British dominlons, where they remalued
for wix years, Boally returnlog to the
United Elates snd surrendering Lo the mill-
tary authoritles, Bloce them they have
lived upon their reservation In peace and
quiet. When, in the pressnce of the sen-
ators on the lodian affalrs commities,
Thugder Hawk was asked to stale his pro-
teat, ot In the leaat
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