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fynopain of Preceding Chapters,

Mra, Inabel Wevinnd, a widow, s threat-
med with the debtors’ prison Her chief |
ereditor, Mre, Hrymer, puggests o way ont |
of the difficulty, marfinge with an Impris-
onefl debfor, who for a paltry sum, will
asvume Mre, Weviand's debls also He
proves to be n voung lawyer, Muacnumara,
who, through no fault of his own, hus
fallen Into dire piralts, Mra, Weypland, In
pity, payn his small debt, weta NWim free
and agrees o marry A negro condemned
to die In three days, She then re f

overty 1o countey HUfe, but later falle

#iress to a large fortune and becomes 0|
pocial queen In London. Heres she mests
Moonmara, now a Mourl=hing ||||I'!'|!'.|!'I‘.|
who pledges himeclf to hor service

(Copyright, 1901, Ly Dodd, Mesd & 'Jo.).
CHAPTER VI
After the Morning Service,

He did come agaln, Of course ha camse
agnin. Wae it possible for him—an Irish-
mian, and young-—to refuse the invitation of
& charming woman? Of course he came
Agnin, Heauly drew him; the pleasure of |
finding himmelf agaln in the company of a
woman who could talk to him about him-
solf; the attraction of a fine house, with all
that belonged to 1t, and tho participation |
of a sooret. Wherever thers I8 a ﬁw-rﬂi

which, If they were hoard, would prave how
powerloss w Innguigs, save with a poet, te
express the emotions of the heart

I am sno much out of the fashlon,’ sald
[sabel, “that I still keep my Bundaye free
from the noise and glitter of the Row ana
the card room, Time was, 1 confess, when
the hazard table dragged me to its side on
Bundays an well ss week dave There,
with the rest, I tempted Fortune,'

"“Bhe betrays,” eald Ollver morallziog,
“all those who woo her to thelir own de-
struction,”

“Eha betrayed me, 1 remembor,” sald
Isabel, with a smlile.

“Her name should be Clree, since ahe

corrupts and disfigures all; or she should
be called Parthenope, one of the sirons, who
drew all to their ruin.”

Isabel Inughed, “This Is the kind of talk
which shows that we have just come out
of church. But you, Mr. Macnamara—It is
an age of gambling. Come! Are you quite
free, may | nuk? Do you never listen to
that Clree or that Par—Par—How do you
call tho Indy?”

“Why, madam,” he replled. “"How could

[ 1

between two people there (s a bond of union,
It they do not talk about i, they move
round it. The thing is always In their
minds, drawing them together and driving
them apart. In the desert of the temple
which {8 a very Sabara, dry and arld, and
vold of green things, the thought of this
woman rose up before him as refreshing
s the plash of & fountain or the babble
of & brook. He knew no other house—not
& single house In the whols area coverod
by the bills of mortality where he would
be weltomed ny a visitor and Invited as a
friend,

Muny young lawyers there are of whom
the same thing may be sald. They come
up from the country, they are young gentle-
men from Ireland or from Scotiand; they
may evey arrive at good practice, yet may
remaln, as they came, strangers to any
kind of soclety, The world of, fashion
knows nothing of those who earn thelr liv-
ng;: the rule of the Lar prohibits soclal In-
tercoursa with the atlorneys, proctors, no-
taries and conveyancers who bring them
their briefs; as professional men they have
no intercourse or community of Interests
with the people of the city. Again, the
Eugllsh bar s largely hereditary; the son
follows tho father; a kind of caste Is set

which does npot welcome pewcomers
and eepecially opewcomers from Ire-
land and Scotland, Hence, for these

young lawyers the tavern, the theater and
the coffee house are the only places o
resort, and while the wits are sharpened
by u perpetual conflict of tongues, the man-
ners, for want of the soclety of women,
sulter detrimont and become somowhat rude
and rough. The f{ovitation of Mrs, Wey-
land therefore offered nothing less than the
openiog of the gates to the lawyer of the
sooial world, What young Irishman ever
falled to take advantage of such an opening
ot hesitatod to transfer his powers of con-
vorgation and amusement from the tavern
to the service of the grande dame?

He did come ugain. OUn the Bunday
morning wfter the service at 85t James,,
Plecadilly, Isabel found him walting for

hor in the porch. She was not expeocting
him; the flush that mounted to her cheek;
her amile of welcome; her ready hand,
showed the pleasurs with which ehe re-
celved tols attention. “Mr. Macoasmara!™
she eried, 1 did not expect you. Do you
attend the service here?"

“My parish ehureh,” he replied, “la the
Tomple church.”

“Then you came to hear the rector.
I8 nceounted truly m great seholar”

“Nuy, wadam, 1 came because It s your

Ie

parish church, und in the hope that 1 might
be #o fortundate as to find vou here and to
be permbited to escort you home”

It s very wood of vou, sir. 1 will dis-
miss my man.**

So they came out Into the wstream of

worshipers luto Jermyn street.
is fine and the alr ls warm
Ollver. "'Bhall
park !

He was certalnly a very proper and
comely man; tall and brond, with a frame
of great strength, His fue and clear-cut
face, with s firm mouth, Its excellent out-
lne, s keen eyes, Ita expression of resolu-
tion and its ready smile caused all the
world to tury and Jook at him; his white
sk stockings, gold buckles, black welves
walstcoat, lace ruMes, starchod bLands and
luwyer's wig, with his gowp hanging nearly
to the ground, proclalmed him as the laws
yer in good practice

“Lat us by k!l means walk (n the park™
sald Isabel. “Dut neot o i, James park,
where the crowd on Sundays e so groat
that one capnol alk.”

Sho led the way iute the Green park,
where In the weoek tho soldlera drill and
exercise under the caps of (he sergeant
and on Sundays there ls solliude beside s
pouds and under the (roes aud by the mean-
derlng stream which trickles through it
midat, It is then o place beloved by amor-

“The day
madam,"” sald
we walk a little In the

— - —

Jir Weller Besant

Ihnnraeh fts avenues murmuring words | has boen among men less fortunate than

yourself—"

"Far less fortunate, madam."

“You will, therefore, let me polat out to
you, mourlsh a more than common coms
passion toward the poor and the [rlend-
lesx, Such compuselon should stand in good
stead in your professlon. You must never
forget, Mr. Mucnamara, your experience-
whatever It wan—among thoss who are In
misfortune.” She spoke with great earneet-
ness, her eyes humid. For, indeed,
was thinking of the man In rags—and he
knew It,
| "I have been fortunate,' Isabel went on,
| “In one respect. For my fsther, who was
displeased with me—from whom [ expected
nothing—whose judgments I knew to be as
rigld as his character was austere—ecither
showed his forgiveness Ly hls will or for
got, deapite his displeasure, to make any
change In it. He dled suddenly. [ ex-
pected that he would Jeave the whole of his
fortune to my brother, who Is more austers
even than my father, and regards me with
the same dlafavor,
fand 1 found myself a woman of wealth, se

ver's position and prospects It wus on Acs
count of that bond which econnetied them
unknown to the world,

After this Sunday Oliver's visits became
frequent He met Isabel at the piay; he
took her home after the play; he did not
meet her jo the park because the summer
passed loto the autumno whoen ladles no
longer walk out 1o the evening: and in the
morning and afternoon lawyers area pever
seen when they are not bysy with state
or on the river, golng or returning In
the evening when therea were catd tables
in Isabel’'s house the young lawyer was
not one of the company, belng engnged
upon bis work for the next day. On Sun-
days, however, he was always In attend-
ance after morning service and went with
Isubel to St. James square, where he dined,
#pent the afternoon In  conversation, In
rending or In musrle. It In rare for a sprig
of quality to have any single accomplish-
ment, but this young man, who wWas not
W aprig of quality, had a delleate touch
on the harpsichord and a musical volee: he
knew bhesaldes a great number of Irish
pongs, the worde of which he had himeelf
composed to the melodies sung by the com-
mon people; they were melodles sad, yot
strnngely sweet,

There s certuinly nothing more delightful

she |

But he died suddenly |

| or more useful for & young man than the
intimate friendship of & gentlewoman, sym-
pathetic, affectionnte, Kindly, yet with pas-
slon. And to most women there is nothing
more delightful than the confidence, the un-
folding of the hopes and ambitions, the bar-
riog of the doul of & young man of promiss
and of great ambitlons. Perhaps the volue
of scandal found somethiog to say about
those Sundays. Isabel disturbed hersslf lit-
tle about the volee of scandal. Bhe nelther
listened to It por looked for it. One per-
son alone ventured upon a remonstrance.
This was the Right Honorable, the earl
| of Stratherrick, Isabel's brother-in-law,
When his monthly stipend was exhausted
his lordship honored lsabel by his com-
pany at her table. He there met Oliver
and after his wont toward persons of lower

that I lve in & house such as belts my for« | rank o* uo rank at all, treated him with

“HE KNEW, BESIDES, A GREAT NUMBER OF IRISH SONGS, THE WORDS OF

WHICH HE HAD HIMSELY COMPOSED,"

I afford to tempt fortune? She wants a balt
or bribe; she says, ‘offer me a trifle and I
will reward you with a plle of golden
gulneas® 1 had no wmoney for the bribe
Otherwise I do pot know whut might have
happened. Truly, in Ireland some of us are
great gamesters. When one's money |Is
doled out in bare suMolency for fees and
food there Is no room for the card table.
Even now there is no longer the old re-
straint of poverty—dis aliter visum-—the
fates bave ordered otherwlse—my whole
time and thoughts are demanded by my
work. No, madam, I can frankly say that
I am not a gambler. Yet I clalm no merit
for this abstinence. I am virtueus becauss
I can be nothing else.”

“For my own part also, the fates, as
you say, have ordered otherwise, But one
oan disobey the fates, For [, the daughter
of & city merchant, was taught to loathe
the gaming table. Indeed my father hated
cards much as he abhorred conformity with
the Church of England and all other deadly
vices. 8o that, If I frequented the hazard
table on Sunday, I broke two of the com-
mandments which my father and his sect
have added to tho other ten. FPerhaps I
was punisked for, as I may confess to you,
gir'"—thus did she disgulse and cover up
the past which both of them knew so well.
“There was a time when I was much
straitened by debts and llabilitles due to
losses at the oard table.”

“As tor me,” sald Oliver, "l presumed,
in my folly, upon success which I thoyght
would come to me the moment I was re-
celved at the English bar. | was punished
for this overweaning vanity by a time which
I may describe s straiténed. However, by
the blessiong of the Lord and the goodness
of & person—if you epcoursge me to spesk
of that person at any time 1 shall be
pleaged to glve vou the whole of the amaz-
ing history—"" Thus did bhe Ioterrupt him-

selt to approach dangerously near the se-
oret,
“Was it really amazing?' She put up

her face, showing the Interest she Look In
the subject.

“Indeed, most amasing-—. Perbaps—
another time—"
“Another time, then, Mr. Macnamara,'

S0 she kept the secret aside. .

Y1 could be tlking alwaye of that person,
But it would fatigue you. However, I' was
assisted, belng in stralts, and I returned
without encumbrance and with .a good deal
of experience to my chambers,

“And then—woa It lmmedlately—you be-
gan to succead {n your profession?’’

oMadam, it was immediately after my
return, and It wus by an sccldent, 1 was
in court, leoking on, A cage was called
which the junior, who had been taken L.,
could not attend. His brief was offered to
me elmply because | was on the spot. By
groat good fortune 1 knew the law in the
oase and could quote precedents. [ epened
the case briefly, but 1 was able to show
my knowledge and the judge complimented
me, Madam, that one accldent was the seec-

ond step in my fortuse. The fArst step,
bellove me, was the unexpected and the
astonishing goodness of that person of

whom 1 have spoken.”

“gir, 1 would not have you repeast oo
often your statement about that person
We do not care, 1 assure you, to hear too
much prajse of unknown persons. Lot it be
rather sald that your way has been lapd
down for you by a kind Providence. You
have been marked out, selected and trained
by the act of Providence for an illustrious

s coupies who wander over the lawns and

career, Your experience, let us suppose,

tune and frequent such soclety as helongw
to my late husband's position. And now,
Mr., Macnamara, 1 think I have talked to
you enoligh about myself.'"”

They walked on togethor, side by slde, in
sllence. But in silence one learns o good
deal. There was between thess two a
seoret tie—a bond of humliliation and even
of shame, This cowbloation revealed with-
out the necessity of clearer words the rea-
son of the humilistion. The talk lifted the
cloud and ehowed what was bencath; then
the cloud fell again, but they were glad
that it had been lifted.

Presently thelr steps took them back to
the entranes. ““Come with me,"” sald Isabeal,
“to the house at least. Unless, Mr. Mac-
namara, you will give me the pleasure of
your company to dinper, [ ehall be alone,
unlesa my brother-in-law comes. 1 dine at
2; after dinner we will sit In the drawlng
room and look out Into the garden. Your
chambers lo the Temple, I am sure, have no
such garden below them."

“In the tavern where I should take my
diopner, for the fragrant air ‘of your garden
there Is the breath of tobaceo, and for the
flowers there ls the stale smell of yesters
day's wine, And, madam, In place of your
company, there is & babel of nolsy talk and
vehement disputes. Can you doubt, madam,
If I necept?”

Bhe could. not doubt. His tell-tale face
botrayed the satisfaction with which he re.
celved the Ilnvitation, They turned and
walked back to 8t. James square.

Just before they reached the door her
companion touched her hand lightly with
heg fan.

“Mr., Macpamara,” she sald, “pray oblige
me by telllug that person—the amazing
person of whom you spokie—that I am most
grateful to her for the Kindness ehe once
showed you. There Is, of course, no credlt
due to her on account of that kindness,
Bhe wos but a simple instrument In the
hande of Providence, which destined you
for great thiogs, Still your friends must
feal ohliged to her

gulded by a higher power.”

your sentiments, which are those of a plous
heart, Meantime my friends have heard
nothing at wll about her, 1 assupe you
Nothing at all. 8he ls one of those rare
women who do good in secret, 8o that the
left band knows not what Is done by the
right."

You will understand that all this talk was
A mere pretense by which each of them de-

pened both before and after the day of first
meoting.
as they make acqualutance with each other
to exchange coufidences concerniog thelr
past history and their familles. For the
most part people of fashion know the (am-
Ily history of those who belong to thelr
own clreles and to thelr own rank. When a
man I8 recelved from Lthe outside, whether
(ne sometimes, but very rarely happens)
be {8 rich, a merchant, or a nabob, or a
weulthy West Indlan planter, or & lawyer,
or a poet, or & divine the world of fashion
enres nothing whatever about hia origin,
what does it matter where he comes from
or what may be the trade or calling of his
father? The man s admitted to soclety be-
cause he can amuse—nothing more. His
wife, If he has one, e not admitied, nor
hin daughters. Soclety admits those who
are outside the clrele In order that they
may be amused, Therefore when Isabel
showed this deslre to be nformed of Oli-

Probably she did not |
understand  that she was thus led ang luck. If things disagreeable were to happen

“Madam, she shall know, 1 promlse you, |

small courtesy, The contempt of one whote
vices have ruilned him; who s & beggar and
,a dependent, ought to be received with
corresponding contempt by one who can
earn his livellhood by an honorable and a
noble profession. And so, indeed, Oliver
treated It. lsabel, however, resented this
bebavior, *“If,"” she sald, “you honor me
with your company, my lord, I must have
respect pald to my friends.”

“Certainly, Isabel. But an adventurer—
a mere Irish adventurer—a common lawyer,
One does not expect such company as a
common lawyer at the table of & woman
ln your positlon—my sister-in-law."

“*Nevertheless, ha Is one of my friepds'

"The world Is talklng, Izabel. I, who
know the polite world, can tell you that the
world {8 talking."

“Let the world talk; it will not apoll
good company. And, my lord,” she added,
with & little heightened color, “let me beg
of you not to talk, whatever the world may
say. Remember, my lord, I entreat you,
that this house is mine; should you feel
inclined to Insult any guest of mine It will
bo better for you to dine at one of the
excellent taverns which, I am told, are to
be found at this end of the town."

“As you please, [sabel. You have the
command of the purse, At the same time
| have the advantage of birth and rank,
I know what the world says—"

“You hear It at your cockplt—"

“Perbhaps. It would be well for you,
however, to hear what the world says about
your reception of this young lawyer., Your
alllance with my house, Isabel, entalls cer-
taln obligations.' This dependent, this
rulned gambler, could at times and on oo~
castons smssume the dignity of rank,

Isabel laughed. His dignity did pnot im-
press her. “There s one consideration,’”
ahe sudd, “which ought to move your lord-
|nh!p. There are men who bring bad luck
land men who bring geod luck. Mr, Mac-
namara s one of those who bring good

to me, I assure you that it s to him I
should turn and not to You, or to anyone
of rank or fashion—0, not to you at nil,”
These worde, as you shall hear, proved
prophetic

CHAPTER VIL
Baokstnirs’ Rumors,

Lord Stratherrick in the days of his
proaperity had a valet, This falthful

wired to let the other know what had hap- | creature romaloed with his lordship almost

te the end of his fortune; in fact, as long

It Is not usual for people as soon | 08 there was anything to be made out of

him. Everybody knowe that the position of
valet to a nobleman may be one of copsid-
| erable value on account of the perquisites.
Thus there are bribes from tradesmen,
presents in return for customs; in cases
where ths master |&# a4 gambler presents In
return for luformation as to his proceedings,
lioraes, haunts aod places where he may
be expected Lo lay bets; there are presents
from those who deslre Lo escape thelr eredl-
| tors by Joloing & nobleman's household;
there are many other ways of emolument
known to the profession and practiced up
| and down the backstalrs; the code of honor
| with a gentleman's gentleman ls what the
world would call tortuous. When, however,
‘thn lust wood wos felled and sold, when

the last field fell into the hapnds of the
money lender, when the last pleture was
taken from the family gallery, when his
lordship was faln to retire to the country

| bel's succession

ele.
them he fecls shorter

was only temporary.

than ever,

physical collapse,

Vanderwater,

done me worlds of
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felt by the whole bo
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l

seat, of which he had sold furniture, ple-
tures, books, plate and everythiog, nod
to live In a corner while the bhouse fell Into
rulm, Then, of course, nobody could expect
the valet to find another corner of the
house for himeelf. He left his master, and, |
belng by that time possessed of large say- |
ings, he took a tavern In Jermyn street, the
heuse at the corner of Duke street, oalladl
the Grapes, well known and celebrated in |
the profession of |nnlleme'n'n gentlemen,
valet, lackey, footmen, coachman, rc-w.lur-rI
as & hovse of call sacred to themselves. In|
this place he established himself and, as he
knew his customers and their (nclinations,
be gave them a comfortable parlor, and he
acquired the reputation of brewlng for them
a punoh which was far better, stronger,
sweoter and more thoughtfully compounded
than sny punch which I8 made and offered
for the noblemen aud gentlemen, thelr was-
ters,

Out of respect and conslderation for old
times the ex-valet, the landlord of the
Grapes tavern walted upon his former mas-
ter when the latter came back to Londou.
The event colnclded very nearly with lsa-
to her fortune, and his
lordshlp, who had sneered and scoffed at
his sleter-in-law as the daughter of a Cit,
unworthy of any conslderation, now became
eager to share her good fortune. The valet,
still out of respect and gratitudo, advanced
his lordship small sums of money; they
were, It 18 true, deplorably small, but con.
gldering that his allowance was only ahout
£19 a month, oneé could hardly expect ad-
vances of more than a pound or two at a
time. The honest valet, however, did his
besit under the clrcumstances, and took
care that the half at least of his former
measter's allowance should fal] to himeelf.

He was useful still, in some ways. He
could proyide dinner and a bottle of wins
for his master when the allowance per-
mitted; bhe could find out for him through
the company whiloch frequented his parlor
private information as te the personal
courage and the stay of the gamecocks pre-
paring for the Gray's inn cockpit, where
amidst the mixed compsny lLord Btrathers
rick sat betting his half crowns, Bul then
it Is very well known that the cagerness
with which your true gamester follows for-
tune o any mode of sport does pot at all
depend upon the magnitude of the sum at
stake, The ordiuury player regards that
mtake na of the first interest; the gamester
watches the history step by step of the
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The man who stands on stilts docs not increase his statare a parti.

He may foel tallor whilo he's on the stilts, but when he's off

A man can't live on stilta}

he must como off them sooner or later, and then he realizes that
whatever seeming advantage he gained from his artifioisl alevation

feeling of physieal discomfort,

of 873 West Divislon Street, Ch

to take Dr, Pierce's Golden Medical Di

of the * Discovery ' and four or five vials of the little ' Pellets,’ They have
All my friends say : ‘ Vanderwater, how well you

1 world have you been doing?' I tell them I have

with Dr, R. V. Plerce, of Buffalo, N, V.

are looking, What in the

e strong.

I event;

than he ever felt.

Stimulants aro the stilts of the stomach, They lift a man up for
the time being, but the good fecling they give is only temporary, A
man can't live on stimulants, and when he leaves them he feels worse
In this age of hurry and worry a large percentage of the
population have some form of stomach *trouble,” popularly de.
seribed as “weak stomach.,” The first impulse of the averags man
whose stomach is “weak” is to have recourse to stimulants,
feels bloated after eating, has frequent eructations and a genoral
He takes a glass of something to
“stimulate his stomach™ and make him “feel good.” He may get
the desired result for a time, but he is doing nothing for the disease
which is in reality aggravated by stimulants instead of benefited.
The need of the “ weak " stomach is strength, and it is obvious that
stimulants can’t strengthen the stomach becauso thers is no true
strength in stimulants but only a false strength, The jaded horse is
no stronger because he mends his pace when pricked by tho spur,
His oxtra effort is a drain upon the reserve of his vitality, whioh may
result in & complete breakdown. The seeming strength of stimulants
is the false strength of a body spurred to effort and making a call en
the reserve of vitality, whioh may and does often result in total

The success of Dr, Pierce's Golden Medical Discovery in re-estab-
lishing the health of weak, run-down, dyspeptic men and women is
due to the fact that it perfectly and permanently oures diseases of
the stomach and other organs of digestion and nutrition,
not brace up but builds up the body, It eontains no alcohol and is
entirely free from opium, cocaine and other narcotics,

“Last spring, carly, I wrote you my lulinﬁagd

‘Why,' the

't be ‘No,' I say, ‘but I took his * Golden Medical
and his little ‘Pellets.” These medicines have made the great change in me '
from a slow mope of a man that conid hardly crawl, tired and d!;

time, and who could do no work, to & man who can work, sle
fine, and that tired feeling all gone away,

of me,
Dr. Pierce.”

"It is with pleasure that I tell you what Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical
‘Pellets' have doue for me,” writes Mra, T. M. Palmer, of Peede, Kaufinan Co,,
"Two years ago I was taken with stomach and bowel tronble,

I lived two weeks on milk, end even that n,
hough I would starve to death. Three doctors attended me—one said I r.d d
two said catarrh of the stomach and bowels. They attended me (one

Enve

I stopped taking their medicine and tried other patent medicine; got no better
ew s0 weak and pervous my heart would

rk. Now, since usin

gaining in flesh and strengih,

No man can be stronger than his stomach. When disesse fastens on the
stomach and other organs of digestion and natrition,

flutter,
and can eat anything I want.”

s of his body.
8

shown in physical gain. The
mdp beoome? strong,

- ave

15 from food

asaunilated,
Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellots

the liver and bowels.

condition,” says Mr. A.
Ills, "and you advised
« Inall T have taken six bottles

ep, eat, and feel
1 I am very thankful that I wrote
His 'Golden Medical Discovery' and his little ‘ Pellets ' have

1feel as young as I did at thirty yeara. No

Everythiog I ate would
me

I could not d ki
your medicines, I can do my homwework !eryow.:{l; "

the consequences are
- A “wenk" stomach means a weak man, becwuse
weak ” the digestive and assimilative powers fail to a
Ernt_ar or less extent, and the nutrition of the body is inadequate to its needs.
ut if “weak” stomach means weak man, then weak man means * weak "
heart, “weak " kidneys, “ weak” liver, “ weak” lungs, etc., becsuse the phys-
ical man is only the sum of his organs and members, and his weakness is
cach and all of the o
This faot explains the oures of “ weak ” heart, kidne
‘Golden Medical Discovery.” First the diseases of the
of digestion and nutrition are cured, and thus the
Digestion and assimilation are now \
from food is all used, and nmsnly lost or wasted.
y puta on sound flesh
r and as the body is com-
posed of its organs aud members, its restored
strength means atrangﬂ_n of heart, liver, lungs, kidne
organ receiving strength from the on
¢rarce from which physical strength is derived, that
when properly digested and perfectly

liver, lungs and other
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he forgets the amount Involved;
money 16 to him merely a meuns of obsery-
ing the winding ways of fortune and of dle-
coverlng what be never succeeds in dolng,
how she works, and how he shall decelve
and outwit her. While he learns, however,
Fortuns outstrips him. And this and none
other s the reason why men are known te
loge thousands, tens of thousands, In a
single nlght; lo the eager following of the
varlous changes and chancos of fortune
they do not understand the magnitude of
the stakes, or the effect upon their own af-
fairs, It 1s the man who plays to win and
for nothing else who thinks upon the
stakes and when he has lost his ull goes out
and puts a pistol to his mouth,

Lord Stratherrick had a lodging In King
atraet, beslde 8t, James square. The lodg-
ing, which was decent, but not such a8 one
would expeot for a nobleman of his rank,
conslsted of two rooms. The occupnant was
generally dressed by noon, when he sallled
farthi and took the air In the park for an
hour or two, takiog his dinner at the tay-
ern of his old servant. After dinner he
repalred to a coffee house, avolding thoae
frequented by his old friends who no longer
courted his soclety, Who caten for the
company of an old friend when he 18 rulned ?
At 6 or 7 he rose and made his way to his
cockplt, where he enjoyed the fluctuations
of fortune quite an much as If hoe was Josing
another fortune, Somewhere about mid-
nplght he went buck to hiw lodging. It was
now a monotanousa life, with no friends and
oo companlons, but that was pot the part
of it which he regretted most. He looked
back to a placo crowded with gontlemen,
rome of whom covered thelr eyes with
green dhades, some sat with coats fuside
out, some watched the birds with faces on
which no one could discern the least smo-
tion, though thelr whole fortune bung on
the evont. He himself had been one of the
pussionate playera, THhis 1ife It was that he
regretted. He played still, but amoug »
company who wept aloud over the loss of
o Kuloea, and were broken at the loss of §
gulneus; and If thoy lost more went out
upon the roads around London armed with
i pair of pistals, mounted on & horse ber-
rowed of a thief taker, and were presently
carried slong the Oxford road in & cart to
Tyburn Tree,

One morning, when he had dined Bt
the Grapes, dltting In the best room not
among his lacqueys, his former valet walted
upon him, with & face full of mystery. He

was # mau who knew how to excite ond
stimulate curiosity and had generally some
scandal to ympart, In appearance he was &
white-faced man, somewhat corpulent, who
moved sllently, ag If with deference to his
company. A perfectly well-bred servant in
his manners, equipped with all the vices
of his order; Its baseness, ita corruptions,
{ta lnck of honor and of honesty,

He waited upon his old muster, removed
his napkin, took off the cloth, sel his wine
on the table before him and behaved with
as much coare a8 if he were still In his lord-
ship's service, On the other hand, the
former master behaved with more than the
anclent haughtiness. Bolh acted their parts
very woll

“My lord,” he sald, when he had poured

out the Arat glass for him, “there is & lit=
tle matter on which, with your permis-
ston, I would speak.”

SIf It 18 & matter of money, Plnder—"
[ "It is not a matter of your lordship's

| money."
“Hecause, 1f wo, you would have to walt,
ar you very well know. Pray. then, what

Is 1t If 1t is anybody else's woney, what
hons it to do with me?"

‘It 8 of some lmportance. Family Im-
poriance, my lord. And of great delicacy.”

“Pehaw!  Fawmlly importanco, I have
no one to conslder except cousins.”

“Not couslus, my lord, They have done
nothing that I koow of. The matter cons
Ceros 4 person nearer to your lerdehip tham
all your cousing.'

“Who tho devil i it?
the bush, Plnder.”

“My lord, there is, as perhiaps you may

Don't beat about

have heard, & kind of club or assembly of
gentlemen's servants In my parlor downe
winirs every evening Some of them are

discpgaged, some are In places, sometlmes
the purlor Is full, sometimes there are but
twa or three.'

“PModer, do you lmagine that I care what
your lacgueys do?'’

“Last night there were but two or thres,
Among them ono, valet to Lord Elbriugton,
He comes to the house regularly because
his master I8 now old and goes not forth
any more in the evening. Laet night he
brought with him a man whom I must say,
for his rags and hig poverty, 1 should net
have adltted to my house, which s always
respectable.*

“Well, you let In the man of ragn. What
Las his ragbag to do with me?"

(To Be Contlnued.)




