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DARK PUZZLES OF THE MAILS

Thousands Selved Every Menth by & "'Blind
Reader” in New York

SOME HARD PROBLEMS COME TO HIM

Carlosities In Letter Addreases, Bulls
in Spelling, Intentlonal Mysti-
fications and the Worst
of Handwriting,

Of ths miltions of letters which go through
the New York postoffice every month
saventy-odd thousand are thrown aside by
the vclerks as “'blind addresses.” This
means that they are too ill-written, badly
apelled or queerly directed for the employes
of the department, all of whom are very
keen at declphering these uunintentional
eryptograms, and must go to the *‘blind
reader,”” Mr, 0. . Menger. Mr. Menger
{s probably the most extraordioury puzzie
polver In this country, If not in the world,
for his raoge of subjects covers a wider
field than all the “prize puzzis depart-
ments’ put together, and to many of the
problems to which Lo must direct his
faculties there is no apswer., In one month
of this yenr he examined 725880 blind ad-
dressen, nearly 64,000 of which he sent to
their proper destinations.

Blind readers are born, not made. They
must have a natural instinct for unraveling
mystories, & certaln power of intultion, an
exhaustive range of geographlcal informa-
tion, a knowledge of muny languages and
chirographles, & prodigious wmemory for
minute facts and a special taste for the
curlosities of lapgunge. All this was de-
veloped In the case of the present speciallst

y fourteen yoars of practice and disecipline
under his predecessor, Mr. W, W, Btone, tho
firnt professionnl “blind reader” in the
world, who diled In August, 1900, Mr.
Monger has a collection of thess addresses,
nine out of ten of which would drive the
average man to despalr.

Poor chlrograpby is In fteelf the least of
the export's troubles. IHe has nothing to
think abtout until two essentinl elements
of an address out of three are omitted and
the rest spolled in & manner beyond the
dreams of the wildest "fonettik." Taking
Mr. Menger's colleation ne represontative ot
the most {nteresting work that falls to the
export's lot, the trouble—or the fun, as he
might ¢all {t—arises out of oune or other
of these four general causes: |

1. Forelgn ignorance of American geog-
maphy and the Eoglish language,

2. Fulse or defectlve Information about
the particular address ifotended, with more
or legs carclessness,

8. Whims and odditles of cranke and seml-
eranks,

4. Varlous attempts to miko & public dis-
piny of wit and humor,

Where They Originate.

Of all the queer addresses {n the collec-
tion, those which belong in the first of thess
classes are the most interesting and amus-
ing; those of the last—the would-be funny—
are the least so., Several Inventors of
elphers have exporimented on the postoflice’
by using their own loventions to addross
envelopes to thomselves, with the mortify-
fng result that the envelopes so addressed
infallibly reached thelr destinations In
courss of time. To understand why ths
poutoffica ofMelala should trouble them-
pelven to declpher these puerilities one must
remember that the postal service has Its
esprit de corps, and a wholesome rivalry
between the New York postoflice and the
dead letter oMer ut Washington forces the
motivity of both fur beyond the polnt where
strict obligation might fairly be supposed
to end.

Then there Is the smart youlth—one could
almost draw a pleture of him, leaning
against the drug store newell post with a
clgarciie tilted (n his mouth after reading
thig lofty effort at caballstle humor or an
envelope: "Migs J, H. D, Stone, Saceharine
Flevation, N. H.," which promptly went to
Bugar Hill, N. H.

Going buckward through the four classes
Bere pssumed, the next In order—the crank
class—Is much smaller than might have
bean expected. “To the Monkeys of Mexaco
in America,” with a Liverpool postmark,
suggests a violent case of insanity. An-
other from England, addressed to *'Mra,
Btanford, California,” very likely exhibits a
madness with method In (t.

1t I8 perhaps significant that the address,
*“Mr, Pluto, the Fourth Cirele, Hades on the
Btyx,” should have come from Sing Sing;
even more so that Sioux Falls, 8. D, should
bo the point of departurs of a letter ad-
Arossed “Apy Manufscturer or Dealer In
Marriage Certificates, New York Clty,
'N- Y". o

Resemblance In Names,

The largest number of blind addresses
are the result of the close similarity be-
Aween nnmes of postoMoes in the same state,

ew Jersey, for Instance, has not only a
Morristown, but & Mauricetown and &
Moorestown. And here Is an astonishing
Jist of what may be called palrs of twin
sames lp Pennsylvanla: Bala and Bela,
Coldcreek and Coles Creek, Dilliner and
Dillinger, Drifton and Drifting, Drumore
and Dunmore, Hamllton and Hamlinton,
Rolund and Rowland. Mistakes in address-
ing are inevitable when wsuch namos as
theae are given by word of mouth, ns friends
in parting beg cach other to *“'be sure to
Bt mo hear from you." 'This class now
and then furnishes some amusement, as, for
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instance, whers the name of Helmetta,
N. J., appears as “"Hell Meadow." Dutchess
Junctions N. J., masquerades under the name
of “Dutch Johnson" amnd Colts Neck
figures as "Cold Snuke.” Quite recently
the New York sorters have been puzzled by
these three: “Liquid,” “Lobster Bay" and
“North Dutchtown,” respectively intended
for Lakewnod, Oyster Bay and Germantown.
The apparatus for deallug with this class
of diMculties consists chiefly of a remark-
ably large outfit of books of reference—
directories of gitles, gazetteers, directories
of every trande and occupation, the army
list, the navy MHat, the reglster of light-
houses, registers of persons specially In-
terested in varlous artistic and scientific
pursults (such as the Naturallaty' Di-
roctory), and, not least, the Soclal Reglister,
It peeds @ traloed Judgment, almost equal
to an fnstinet In lts effect, to guess In
which of these bpoks u name ls most likely
to be found. It may have been easy, for
instance, to decide on general appearances
that “Miss Mary Murphy., Americs,” to
whom this unstamped envelope {8 addressed,
need not be looked for in the Soclal Reg-
Ister, but many cases require a much closer
consideration of all the detnlls.

Home and Vorelgn Curiosities,

The cream of the collection, regarding It
as a museum of epistolary curlosities, Is in
the foreign written addresses. Most of
thesa have beep condemned ws “hards” and
lald aslde by the sortlog clerks who handle
the Incoming forelgn malls, and the neces-
aity for a dpeclalist to do this work of
deciphering In the New York postoffice la
doubtiess due to that city's belng the most
frequented port of arrival for mall-carrying
ocean &teamers, But the term “forelgn’’
in this connection must be taken to Include
not only inhabitants of other English-
speuking countries, bhut also, very largely,
the forelgn born persons lving In this
country. This envelope, for example, ud-

dressed to o young woman at “Spencer,
Insen,”” where “Insea’ stands for the
initials N, C., is not llkely to have been

malled by a natlve American, but {t bears
o United States stamp; the same Is trus of
the envelopes Inscribed “W. Hoboknly,” in
very bod German soript, meaning West
Hoboken; *“Ancram Lesd, Halambl Colty,"

¥ yow are woing scap fer your sfeaning, you wiil tind thet
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for Ancram Lead Mines, Columbia county,
N. Y.; "Al Slgnor Lulgl Scarpina, Anovi-
folsl, N. Y.,” meaning Hannawa Falls,
N. Y., and that triumph of blind reading
in which a trackless jungle of blg and
little letters has been so reduced to order
as to spell “102 NoRtH sti Re Eti bostock
Massa," and Intefpreted 193 North street,
Boston, Mass. The letter addressed to
“Fedvelteneszl” (Fayelteville, Tenn.,) has
no stamp at all, but it was mailed in New
Yorlk. On the other hand, that addressed
to "Koonghyto P. 0., Con., U. 8. A.," for

MONTPELIER VT,

letters thaut go to Ttaly and has not the
stamp on. Yeur I De Marso."

But the blindest of the blind addresses In
the collection are such as the following:
“address’ | wish you alli

Happy New Yeuar
and Merry Christmoas
Amorioka,*
=which Is from Stockholm, Sweden, and—
“Mister Sumuel Lapdberg
You is alright old Gramdmother
fakl hada belly wche
12246678010
In Newlork
Amerika™
-—grmln Vienna, Austrin; and~
‘Misa - —
my dariing
Eweothurt
i lov Juy
Nortamaerika.”

—from & country postofice in Sweden,
Addresses like these are not ouly im-
possible of (ranslation into anything llke
working forms, but they defy the non-ex-
pert to guesa what could possibly have
caused them to be written, The expert's
theory Is that in all thesa cases—and there
are many more like them-——the addressee
has written In last letter a few words of
‘English, just to show his famillarity with
that language; his correspondent at home
has mistaken the words for his American
address, and, as a rule, the letter finds its
way to the dead letter office. The anguish
of the Swedlsh Miss —— —, whosa coy
outpouriog of the heart In a language her
lover knew not, resulted In her getting no
anawer to her letter, ia only one among
many pathetic romances suggested by the
contents of this album of queer addresses,
EWAN M'PHERSON.

OUT OF THE ORDINARY,

New York has 250 hotels,

The potato forms nearly 14 per cent of the
totul food of the prople of this country,

Polleemen in Vienna must be able to
swim, row & boat and understand telo-
graphing.

J. N. Brengel of Rondout, N. Y., has in
his possession a photogruph of John Brown,
with his putograph attached,

Indla was In possession of a steel secrat
once, which Is logt now. This was in the
Inlaying with gold of stecl blades in such a
munner that the strength of the blades
was not impalred nor thelr temper spolled.

Simon Lake of Baltimore bullt n sub-

Naugatuck, Conn.,, bears the postmark of
Tlpperary, and “To And Over Street Sailing
Mass,” for 2 Andover street, Salem, Mass,,
comes from Ballymore, In the Green Isle.

marine wrecking vessel, and I« scurching
near Bridgeport, Conu., for $300,000, which
went down with the Lexington, when it
punk sixty years ago.

An ITtallan Inventor has perfected a wire-
less telephone storm prophet, which records

MR. MENGER, NEW YORK'S EXPERT ON “BLIND" ADDRESSER.

From the same quarier of the globe come
the more recent odditios of “Cranston Royal
Irish"” (for Cranston, K. 1.,) and the spell-
ing oyt of Washington, ). C, as "“"Wash-
ingten, Dublin County."

A wvery important point in solving the
problem of the forelgn addresser’s Intentlon
Is, evidently, a koowledge of the sound
values which the characterz he writes
would be likely to bear for him individually.
Here the expert's taste for llogulsile
nicetles, with the corresponding keen ear
for differences! of sound, Is Invaluable. A
man who has become sccurately famillar
with Itallan mounds sees at a glance that
“Neglosl," glving the Itallan valuea to the
letters, exactly represents an f{lliterate
Italian's attempt at the sounds which
Americans write New Jersey. On an en-
velope with a Russlan s®mp “Kreenpoynp” |
means Greenpolnt, for the Russlan mouth
Is apt to substitute w lab’ i for a dental
consonant, and a K for a guttural G. Agaln,
there Is the wonderful postmark “Praecxaw'*
on a letter to “Mls Karolinn Janowska."
One who has lstensd carefully to elther
Russian of Pollsh talk knows how'a man of
Preecxaw would read aloud the line which
follow the nume—"Tut wody tu is Chander
Ten stryt;" It would sound something very
llka **Two forty twe, East Hundred Ten
#treet,” which s o falrly lotelligible nd-
dress,

Stomp the Expert,

Of course muny addresses defy the most
exhaustive study, and many letters land In
the dead letier ofice. To this class belongs
the effort of a sturdy Hriton, who wrote to
his friend, Mr. Thomas Clacy, at "“"New
Jersey, Unlted States Americs,’” and then,
with truly Britsh misgivings as 1o
the American  institutions, appended
& little private note to the postofMee wu-
thoritles assuring them that “this address
Is correct.” Probably It was, ns far as |t
went, but It hasn't gone far enough yet to
got Thomas Clacy. Here Is a Russian speocl-

men with 10 cents due: “This havdwrlt-
Ing is ow off your Lrother's daughter his
name la Blmon Galltsky, America.”” All
that was on an upstamped envelope found |
fn a Bohoectady (N, Y.) mail box was |
"Please put on this § cents stamp on the |

the approach of a storm 100 miles awny
and In plaln storm langusge tells the
hearer where 1t iy golng and what It is
doing.

H. C. Thurston, who was the tallest man
;? the confedernte army, is atill living in

ount Vernon, Tex. Although 7 feet 74
Inchies In height, and naturally o mark for
lherlhool.ers. he was wounded only once
in all the campalgns,

It hus remained for the Hoston Journal
to demonntrate how Ittle of a rarity is the
1- on wedding  annlversary—atl least in
New England.  That paper has found §18
couples In the territory fndionted still on-
Joying wedded lfe after fifty years and
maore.

Tiverpool has the biggest warehouss in
the world. It is bullt beside the docks and
s Intendod to houss the Imports of wbhacen,
which forins so fmportunt & part of Liver-
wol's trade, The warchouse |8 1200 feet
n length, 165 feet wide and 184 feet 10
Inches high. The ground aren 15 13,000
square yurds, and the arca of the several
floors 174,008 square vards.

A committee nppointed by the leglslature
of Rhode Island to consider the advisabiiity
of establishing a state sanltarium for the
treatment of consumptives by the open-air
Mmethod, has mude a report In Its fuvor,
Lust year 50 persons dled of consumption
{n the mtate, and In the lnst ten veurs
here hus been an average of 779 deaths an-
nually from the discuse,

Dr, J. J. Lafferty of Richmond, Va., pos-
pesses o remarkable cane, At the Ume of
the burlal of General Btonewall Juckson
some one planted a twig upon the griave. It
Tew to be a Mapling several inches In
dinmeter, Friends of the Juckson fumily
had it removed. They found that the root
of the sapling had entwined itself about
hin skelaton. It was taken up and a cane
was made of a4 part of"1t, This cane was
artistically carved and glven to Dr. Laf-
ferty.

A table made from historic woods and ex-
l-i’hll-‘ll In the Woman's bullding at the
World's Columbian exposition In Chlcago
hl 1503, &m the giIft of the women of Dau-
phin county, Pennsylvania, has just been
rrnw-ntnd to the Keystone state; and will
# placed in the rooms of Governor Btone
at the executive hullding In Harrlsburg
until the state’'s museum I8 opened In the
now  capltal, The hand-carving on the
table Is skillfully done and the mosile de
#lgn of the top I inlald In woods from
many historie places.

Te Cuare n Congh

Btop coughing, as It {rritates the lungs and
glves them no chance to beal. Foley's
Honey and Tar cures without causing a
stralo in throwing off the phlegm like com-
mon cough eapectorants,
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Extra Extra

Special
Thanksgiving
Sale of

Suits, Skirts,
Coats, Furs, etc

the
appreciation of shrewd buyers, has enabled
us to =ell more

Women's Ready-to-Wear Clothes

than  we anticipated, but our Cloak and
Suit man is a lneky chap this season and his
foresight in selection and paying the right
price has won him a great seagon's suecess.

The growth of this Women's Depart
ment is conelusive evidence that we have
#" been successful in our methods of doing
business. '

Foresight in placing orvders, with

Your attention is firstm/ - R 1
avorite Kagilans

to our great sale of the

Fifty of them (choice ones too) arrived too late for Saturday’s sale, will be placed on

sale tomorrow.  We told you of them Raturday. how they were made and what they wers
made of—you can best judge if you come in person and see them yourself

$9.75, $12.75, $14.75. $16.75, $18.75

Women’s Tailor-Made Suits
The showing and selling of a fine  suit, . g

made of Venetians and cheviots, made in
the latest style and best workmanship,
ought to be of interest to anyone who in-
tends buying a suit for Thanksgiving

they are exceptional 8 75

values—our price

ORIY <unisesivaassioiessss

Women’s Tailor-Made Suits

Made of imported Venetian, in blue, black
and brown, new blouse effect, sautin lined
and trimmed with stitched velvet or eloth
bands, new bins  flounce skirt—thix suit
is perfectly tailored—
regular §20.00 value,

(1) S A 1 A

WOMEN'S AUTOMOBILES

Made of the very best quallly Washington mills kersey; In black. tan, castor and red, beaver fur
14 ; collar and reveres, heavy satin Hned, fnlsbhed with tallor stitching handsomely
[ ] finished—a styllsh and uscful garment regular $20.00 value—
for -
Women's Box Coats—Made of excellent quality of

kersey, lined with guaranteed Skinner satin, high storm

collar, lapel pockets, 10 rows of tallor's 9 75
L]

FEANBARDI DN RRG I NS SELfi11 BABE RO RIS AR R AR IR N B ARy fassEs s e RnmEE e

Women's Box Coats—Made of all wool kersey, 27-in.
long, lined with & good satin serge—a well made, | ors
fect fitting coat, same style and quality

coat brings #4.00 elsewbere—our 4.

regular 815.00 quality, at ....ovvvvivnnnnn Thaoksgiviog price

............ prrrean

stitching around bottem of coat—
Women’s Walking Skirts— Walking skirts are the hardest kind of a skirt to make

et right. They're “Just right' when they are right, abominable when they're not  right—having thom “right"* has
brought us a great skirt business—the ones oifered for (his Thanksgiving eale nre made of excollent

material, in black, gray and oxford, vew flaring eftect, finished with ten vows of tallor sutehlng 2 90
regular $5.00 quality, for ......... L T e T T o s T - SRS EAN LA AN AR ¢ .
Women’s Flannel Waists—Made of best Pacific mills flannel, new long dip front
trimmed with rows of tuckipg, buttons on back, new collar wnd sleove—they come in black, red and

rose—regular price elsewhere $2.00—our Thaoksgiving price, 1 45
(T T L R D M) BN TACER RS SN s fboian e ang Ut  Annas  SEBAE SRS SRR YA MY an N e

Women's Flannel Waists—Made of best Botany flannel, some of them with taffeta
fronts, others handsomely trimmed with velvet ribbon—these walste are all bhigh grade, aod the

regular values are 4 and 5 dollars—for Thanksgiving sale they 2 .90
EO at

............................. Bah s emnns ey

Thanksgiving Fur Sale

3.90 3.90

For an genulne near seal storm collar, best
selecied sking

srsssssusspann shassansanang TR

9 75 Genulne Marten  collarette, heavy satin 9 75

L Hned, real $18.00 value ..o.ovvvivsnnes - L]

2 90 French Marten scarf with cluster of six 2 90
. T T P .

For genuine Mink scarfs with clusier of 6
tille, a genuloe beauty

3.90
4.90
9.75
9.75

Genulne Marien scarf, full size, with
cluster of vix Al ..o vivvrrernninonninsran -

Gepulne Joug Murten bon with large tails,
very latest in furs, §$18.00 value

Geouine “lsabelln’ fox scerf, &2

long with Jarge talls, worth $15.00,.....

——————— e
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Healthy' Mind in a Healfﬁﬁady

Stomach and brain affect each other. A sick stomach sours the disposition and pre-
vents sleep and brain rest, and a sick brain sours the stomach and clogs the bowels,
Men of sedentary habits, brain workers who don’t get much exercise, have sick stoms
achs and bowels, and wear out their brains and nerves, .

" K 1 " don' " :
axsrelss s | ahouid and when | fodi bed l'“i.“.'i Pa Mr Proek fha Tandlord, was oioced el
(1) aavars u-tuu‘(n the stomach. I (psies po

take & Csscnres which slways makes -i"l 4
Jrl(m." his tak r.-1 s Cancuret bofare gojng to ;adum
. B, Rehan, Q. & O. Roule, Crescent, Ky, r‘nt wartid CJ :uu--nn.

g et ng“ho *I‘l_\l‘fl LELE AR
"1 had a sorpid lvep for monshe, 1 boughs a 06 BIGERES BOK © l"lh;-_t{n 8 1R vorm
! 7 g came fru Im he nd all,
o SR T v B Ry 30
elghs. 4l I
PURAy S "—.lk:rr; ﬁwfunn. Rockville, Md, 4 ;:::,;',‘;,"‘, u.“ 1! I'rl-l -.1’.'».7"."3?.:
f i mow |08 | IA"—‘-?I arre, Blioal, Miss.

“Cagesrets ware the only medicins | had with
me when ih!at ths world's neuﬁ R
husking 0

"I And Casonrets banefiaisl affer & spall of
I“'i. {'o'rn " rnk:r'frf Americs’ n‘t:ilvnri.‘nli ring A bral ul;tl an th
aln 10 kours owoly o ] o n
e X E. Kimberlin, La Harpe. 111, shape.”-E. C, Btokes, 1”:4‘. .hro, | 2

A man who keeps his bowels regular with Cascarets Candy Cathartic, that

is without strain or violence, can keep strong and healthy without much

exercise. A famous professor in Jefferson Medical College used to

advise hisstudents: '‘Trust in God and keep your bowels openl "’ That’s

God's own wisdom, for when the bowels are regular and the digestion

strong and healthy, then the system is safe and the brain and nerves
Ists, ton,

will have inexhaustible elasticity and life,
sold in bulk. The genuine tablet stampe B ?‘é‘. ’G‘m:

Best for the Bowels. All 4
anteed to cure or ysur meney back. Sample and 'bmm
i

free, Address Sterilog Remedy Co., Chicago or N, ¥,
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