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“You are armed?’ he gueried, as she fol.

fowad himn within the door, and her gquick
eysn ook in the soene

The girl nodded a renentfully
Burely 1t was a nuperfiuous question An
Andalunian malden, whone lover's life ia io
danger every hour, always gpois armed

“Then,” sald Rollo, Airmly, “'you will ac-
company thly gentieman to the upartments
of the queen regent. You will permit him
ten minutes’ private conversation with her
majesty in your presence  You will then
aciompany him back. During his absence
ha In not to lay his hand upon auy weapun,
bave any personal contact with the gqueen
or open any drawer, cabinet or case of |
arme.  Also, he 18 to return with you as
soon ae you Inform bim that the time al-
lotted 1s at an end. Here |8 my watch!”

“And If the senor should refuse to comply
with sny of thesse demands?’ suggested
Concha.

“He will not refuse,’’ answered Rollo,
“but If the thing should happen, why, You
have full discretion. You understand?’

Concha nodded, snd her lips, ordinarily
so gweet and ylelding, firmed themaelves
with Adetermination. She understood. Bo
did Munoz.

“You do not need to say more,’” swhe sald,
eleArly, “l am an Andalusian!'™

Rollo turned to Muvoz.

“Yau have heard,” he sald, “treachery
will do you no good and may. indeed, sud.
denly deprive her relgning majesty of the
fnestimahle congolation of your companion-
ship. Be good cnough to accompany this
young lady. shr In ten minutes | shall
expeat your return with a favorahle answer
Permit them to pass, Don Hamon'™

Hut the consart of Queen Hegent Marla
Christina fingered hin chin uncerialniy
without moving and Hollo's brow darkened
ominously, while the sergeant hegan to
look hopeful. Nelther wore In the mood
to put up calmly with any refusal or hesi-
tation.

1 am quite willlng-—nny,
oblige you."" sald Munoz. I would gladly
undertake the commission, but—'"

He stopped as If searching for words,
atill, however, rubbing his chin,

“Hut what *"' thundered Rollo, The blood
of the fghting Nlairs was rising.

“Well, 1o put the matter plainly, 1 have
suver appeared before her majesty In this
eondltlon before.  You would not have me
g0 a8 1 am1”

“In whiat condition?" erled
greul astonishment,

“Unshaven and with my halr undressed,
That idlol thera (poloting to the trembling
valel) spllt the wuier just when you came
in'"

“Nay," Taughed Rollo, much relleved thut
there was to be no sbedding of blood, “in-
doed you must forgive himn for that El
Earria there is entirely to blame. And on
this occanion I trust that her most Catholl:
mujesty will pardon the informality of your
appearance. You can polot out to her as
the ambassador of others who were sorme
what overearnest o persunding you I
am sure that my two friends here will
share with me the very serlous responsitil-
ity of your unshaven clin'

“That | shall not fall to represent to her
mujesty,” sald the duke, howlng lmperturb-
ably.

And

1stla

even anxious to

the Beot In

without any
want out, followed by Concha
young woman, with all that welght of re
sponsibility, swollioe in pride under the
crossed folds of her rebogo, did not voueh
safe oven s0 muczh use & glance at Rollo
but passed her commapding offlcer with
eyca like those of & rear-rank man on po-
rade, fxad tmmovably on the broad back |
of Senor Munoz.  As soon as they wore |
alone, however, she moved op alongside
fingoring her pistol butt signideantly. Mor
this little Concha was quite roxalved to use
her discretion to the uttermost, should any
treachery be Intendod—aye, or even the ap-
pearance of |t

During thelr ubaspce the remalning guar-
tet In the chamber of Don Feruando Munog
beld thelr ground without a word of mutual
ronverse. Rollo stared out of the window
and listened to the slamming of doors uod
the fur-awny murmur of volees In the ol
rection of the royal apartments
cIn a stralning sllence, ncuta, almost to
breaking point, they waited Yot some-
thing of the epic's argument came to them
evenn at that distance-—a shrill woman'a
volce  vehemently  debating, then g
bass mutter of masculine argument, a gulck
stamp, distinctly feminine, upon the floor
them the slamming of a door and on the

further obhjections Ml
And thut

back of that the sound of returnink foor. | welf

aleps,

“The queen refuses Lo recelve you,, | am
sorry to inform you, gentlemen.” sald the
duke. “That 1 did my best, this woman
will bear me witness, Put bhaving had e

round ta ministure dial far the ninth time
with vast apparent delibersntion when a
nolse wun heard from the direction of the
queen’s apartants

There was a rapld mabble of tongues, a
scurry of fomtnieps, the hissing rustie of
U milken skirts awlong narrow pRssages
ahd m veoler whith exclalmed more and more
rhrilly “The murderpra! The ocowards!
Burely they will never dare! Have thev
forgotten that 1 am queen.”

And with these words Marin Christina of
Naples burst llke & whirlwind Into the
room. Her long black halr streamed down
her back. Her Httle Asughter fallowed. a
comb still In the band with which she had
been struggling to take the place of Dona
Busana, who, as before related, had gone
to vislt her relations,

After these two Concha followed, in aD-
prarance enlm and placid as the windless
Mediterranean on a day of winter.

Upon his mistross’'s entrance the duke
threw himself upon one kuee. The rest of
the company howed with grace or awkward-

nesn, according to thelr several abilities,
but the queen regent 4id not heed them
She flew Instantly to her hushand and

ralsed him o her aros.

“Fernandn''" she cried, “what Is this 1
hear? Did they threaten to kil you If I do
not grant them an Interview? Well, here
I am L&t them slay me instead. What
have you fto say to me, gentlemen and
cowards? Whut 1 have to say ta you I
thut 1 hope you may not live to repent hav-
lug used such compulsion with s wowan
and a queen!'

Rollo bowed agalu very low, and wus
about to speak when the gqueen tnterrupted

“And as for this humsy,'” she eried, turn-
Ing upon Concha, “If 1 had my way she
should be ladicted for witcheraft and burnt
alive at the stake, as In the gond times of
the holy office! Yet you, Fernando, for
whom I dally riak my life, you defended
her——yon, defended her to my very face'"’

“Beloved and most honored,” sald the
duke, woothingly, “I 4ld but suegest that
It would be hotier to couvert the girl—to
make a good Christlun of her-—'"

“Yes—yen. cried the queen, stamping her
foot, “'but did you not ndd that in that case
you would llke to be her tather confessor™®”

"Certainly 1 did not, most graclous one, '
anawered her husband, soothingly. "“You
mivtook my meaning. Al that | sald was
Bo more than that many might be anxlous
to oblaln the ofMee of father confessor, be-
Ing, as It were, enger to take the credit for
Lhe restoration of so notahle a penitent.'

But Rollo had emall patience with the
bilckerings of royal lovers at such o time

"I must crave your majesty's striet and
instunt atteation,”
plug all ceremony.

for & moment, If, as [ antleipate, 1 poceive |
your consent to what 1 have the honor of | wandering eyve

proposing to you.'

At once the Jealous woman
queen and fronted the
haughiy store

“Your majesty,” he begmn, “I do not
Awell upon their services of the past night
They are known s vou Hal It not Lwon
fer my friends it ts probable that no one of
your party would at this moment have been
left alive. Now, the day Is passing wnd
You nre uo rafer than you were last night
It 15 necessary, therefore, that vyou pul
yourdelf unresorvedly uader the escort and
tion of mysalt apd friends Wi
must leave La Granja at onee.’

UNever!™ cried Marta Chrlstina,
‘Am 1, the gueen regent of Shaln
vhus badgered and commapded? I have
nover suffered it sinece [ left my father's
house at Naplea! A boy and a forelxoer

froze into a
young man with a

Prated

flercely
to he

shall not be the flrst My roval guards
will assurediy be here in ag hour at the
lntost. The ronds will be cleared and as
for you—you sha!l sll be safe In prison

celle, where, for your Insclence you ought
to be lying this moment !’

“Then,” sald Rollo, gravely, “I deeply
regret that 1 am obliged to usoe the only
menns that are open to me to fulfl my
orders and to induce your highness to place
Derself in safety.”

“And, proy.”’ erled Marla Christing, in-
dignantly, “from whom can you have orders
to place a queen of Spain In restraint?”

In n moment Rollo realized that It was
imponsible for Rim to reveal his position ax
an oMeer of the Carlist armies, bul a tor
tunate remembrance of some words dropped
by the Abhot of Montblan® Instuntly gave
Lim his cue

“T met” he sald, cwimly, “under the im-
medtate direction of the holy father him-
at whose feet, in the Vatican at Rome,
you shull one day kneel to ask pardnn for
your sins "

This unexpected reply seemed io ngitute
the queen regent, whe, though foreed to
vreate hersel! a party out of the men of

opportunity of private cosfereuce with her

Hberal vpluions o ber realm, was at heart

| w hen Rollo,

|

not disputing about words. Our actions of
lest night will best explain our {oreations
of this moroing. But, with rospect to this
gentleman,”' he turded o Senor Munoz &8
he spoke, I have no directions elther to
permit or compel him to ascompany
Yet, since we must act with the great apeed
nad wecrecy, It Is clearly impossible to leave
bhim bebind. 1 am compelled, therefare, to
put an alternative before you, which hav-
ing had an opportunity to romark the
senor's courage, 1 am pained to deciare
It your majesty will consent Lo accompany
us at once aud without parley Don Fer-
nundo may de so aleo, But if not, klpce
we have not force sufficlont to desl with
additional prisoners on such a journey. It
will be my unhappy duty to order the
gratleman’n instant executlon

A shriek from the queen punctusted the
close of this speech—one of the longest that
Rollo had ever made But the queen,
hardly yet belleving in the reality of thelr
threats, still held out. As for Munor, he
sald no word until Rollo abruptly ordered
him to kneel and prepare for death

“In that case,” sald the ex-guardsman,
“permit me to put on a decent coat. A
man ought not to die in a dressing gown,
It {s not woldleriy!®

us. |

Rollo Dade the valer bring his  master
what he watted and presently the duke of
Hianzares, in hin best uniform. found him-

kelf In a positlion to dle with credt aod
salf-resonct

But so unexpected wus the nerve and
resoluton of the gueen that it was anly

when the duke hnd been bidden kneel down
tiviween the balves of o French window
which opened out upon a  balcony that
Christine, Alnging dignity finally to the
winds, fell upon Lis neck and eried to her
captors. “Take me where vou wsh. Do
with me what you will., Only preserve to
me my beloved Fernando,'

In less than an hour the whole party was
on its way. The queen regent was mounted
on u white mule which had been brought In
from the LI pastures above El Mar. BPe-
hind came Plebald Pedro’'s donokey, with a
busket chalr strapped upon (ts back for the
litte princess, who was o high glee, hold- |
Ing Concha's hand and sipging for Eladness |
to be done with la Granja. The aergeant
and El Sarrla walked one on each nide of
fenor Munoz, who, by suggestion of Rollo,
had assumed w cout less decorative thun
that in which he had proposed 1o make bis |
exlt from life,

In additlon to the gueen’'s mule and the |
donkey, the sergeant led a horae which was
presentiy to be mounted by Munoz, so aoon,
that s, as the rest of the party should re-
gnin the steeds they had left behind at the |
degerted farmhouse on the hill. But l1|1|

he sald, suddenly drop- | thut time 1t wan Judged most safe that the |
“I will only detaln you | queen’s consort should walk between Ramon

Garcia and the sergeant. Rollo, with a
toward Concha and the
queen, walkod and talked with Btlenne ani
John Mortimer, whom of late the joint com- |
puisions of love and war had compelied him
romewhat 1o neglect

But these good fellows bore no mallce,
though vertalnly Etlenne grew a lttle red
with the frankness that dis.
every word and action,
lsinehed into enthuslastic praise of the
nobllity, courage, fdelity and every other |
virtue vhurncteristio of la Senorita Concha

‘In addition 10 which she Is very pretty,”
added Etlonne slgnificantly

Rollo stopped with the semi-indignant air
of a horse puylled up ahert In full earesy.
But in 4 moment he had recovered hlmself

tisguished his

“You" be eald, doggedly. “she Is very
pretty.”

“Not that you are & man Lo care for|
beauly ~you never were,” porsisted Eti-
oone. with a slde look at Mortimer. *'You |

have always sald ®o yourself, you know." |
“No, 1 pever did care,” Rollo sgreed, a |
Hittle hastily. “But yonder s the farm-
house. | wonder It we shall find our hurses
e we left them?"
Hure Ettenna laughed sardouleally for no |
reason at all,

I nm In hopes that they will he fed nn-l[
refreshed,” contlousd Rollo, imperviously;
‘we must let them have a feed of corn, too, |
hefore they start." |

La Glralda, who had been Jending the |
gueen’s white mule, wt that moment gave |
tip her post to Conchn and fell back In
order to whizper something to the sargeant.

"Ah' sald he aloud, as fsoon as be had
listened to her, “that I well thought on !
It falls out well, La Giralda apd 1 have n |
Iittle business of our own to atiend to,
which may oceupy us a fow minutes. With
your leave, colonel, we will go on ahead |
and arrange matters for 1he queen's re-

ception. From what La (iralad tells me,
It may be as well tn aveld entering the
hause "

80 the queen regent, with Concha in at-
tendanca and the little lnabel riding de-
murely alopgeide on her diminutive doukey,

| twinkled in

“I WILL BHOOT THESE THREE ¢RISONERS TOMORROW AT SUNRISE."

wias a prodiglous suocess.

Tho great folk purtook as heartily as
woy, and iperhaps ow|ng to thelr extreme
youth) the pollos tasted much more tender
than could have been expected, considering
the fact that the sergeant had found them

industriously pecking and scratehing in the | for one when they slew my mother in the | M it B0t been for that same honor of Do

dust of the farmyard upon his arrival.
Rollo ate but Jittls, for he was {ntensely
excited. He had succeeded beyond expecta-
tlon so far and now he was beginning to
see hir way past all enmanglements to the
successful accomplishment of his mission.
His plan was to proceed by unfrequented
paths, such as were, however, perfeotly
fumiliar to bis adjutant, Sergeant Cardono,
glong the northern slopes of the Guadar-
rama il he should be able 'n look out
wcrons the fertile plain of the Duero to=
ward the mural froot of the Bierra de

| Moncavo

Thence, by forced marches across the
valley, undertaken at night, he might hope
in two stuges ut most to pul his charges
under the care of General Ello, the Immedi-

ate representative of Don Carlos, who had
established hls headquarters there, Bmall
wonder that Rolle grow exclted, The

worst was over—the myrind adventures, the
perilous pasws, the Lhousand enemles
Now the plaing lay before him and—Concha
loved bim.
If only this welght of responsibilily were
once oft his mind-—ah, then!

Foor Rollo! And, Indeed, poor human-
kind in general. How oftea the wind faills

|10 & breeze, heat-tempering, grateful, which

comes In fts and starts, not devers enotigh
to chill, yet lopg enough to coal the body,
wenrled by the summer heats, with a s¢nse
of srateful rellef.

And It [s precisely in the testh of such
a gentle breathlng, cheek-fanning earth-
wind that the thunderstorm comes ridiog
up overhead, ity flanks bluck and rageed
with rain and fleree spurts of ball. and in
the midst the white desolating lightnings
Zzlgzugging to the ground.

CHAPTER XLII

A Snare Not Spread in Valn.

The town of Aranda lay to the lefr.
perched high wbove them, on the slopea of
the Sierra de Moneayo. Rollo looked past
the crumbling gray wrrets of the Jitle
fortalice and over the juniper-and-thyme

covered foothills to the red peaks of the
Blerra. From the point at which they
#tood Moncayo fronted thom like a lion
surprised wt the mouth of his lalr, that

ralees his head haughtily to view the rash
trespansers on his domain

Thoe lower wlopes of the mouniaing were
tawny yellow like the lon's fell, bhut from
the point at which the scant mane of ro~k
plants ceased Maoncayo shone red as blood

| ia the level rays of the setting sun

“There—thers,' thought Rollo, 1! have
it almost In hand now. Hevond that far-
extending fnuk e Vern and the head-
quartera of General Ello!"

They were riding euslly dabouching
slowly and in slngle fle out of the deflles
with which the country was cut up, ‘The
aergeants and Mollo were leading, when
as they insued out upon the opener coun-
{tey, all suddenly they heard . themselves

called upon peremptorily to halt, at
peril of thelr lives

the

"“"Whom have we here? Ah, our ocer-
tilcated Eunglishmau! And in his  vom-
pany—whom

The wpeaker was 4 dark-halred man of

active flgure and low stature, whose eyes
his head. He was dressed in
the full uniform of & Carllgt general. About

him rode a brilllant staf. and from behind | bred or with wilky sediment oo standing.

every rock and out of every deop gully-cleft

black eye peering from under the white
Basque boine or the red ohie of Navarre
Aund for the third time Holle Nleir, out

' upan his adventures, had come fnce to face

with CGenersl Don Ramon Cabrera of
Tortosa

Yeu It was with glad relier In bis heart
that Rolle instantly rode up to Cubirers snd,
having suluted, thus began his report
have the honor, genernl, to report that 1
have been fortunadie enough to induce her
majesty, Lthe queen regent of Spaln, and har
daughter, the young Queen Isabel. to ploos
themselves under my pratection. | am proa-
cording with thom to the headquarters of

General Ello, accordiog to wy lustructious,

| charge

I

| peered the muegle of u rifle with just one |

1] vadity or Exbaustion, Wosting Wenknens,

et target a few vards beoeath 1hem himisell out as for a festal day?"

I thiok he will'" sald Hamon Garels, | Coneha looked back over her shoulder,
slowly, “"Cabrers s & sullen dog at all times | presumably at Bl Sarria, thoush why the
and the very devil In his cups. Beeldes, l maiden's glance was so sprightly and her
who am | to vlame him-—ix there not the | lips 80 provokingly pouted s & question

matter of his wother? Hud it not heen
lores—well, | would have shot balf a dozen

3o« | hard coough to be propounded for the docs
torial thesis at Salamauca For Ramon
royal families! Garcia was mtolid ns an ox of his natlve

The thing will bregk our Hollo's heart Arngon, and extraneous glances and pretiy
i 1t canpot be prevented,” sighed Concha, | Restures wore as much wasted on him as
“for he bath taken it o bhis hend that the| !f he chewed the cud. Still be was not

vour charge. You have done well, 1 am
the equal in rank of Genernl Ello, and there
o no nedd that you should convoy th!-&l
party to his camp. I will assume the full |
yes, and responsibility By the |
holy St. Vincent, | promised them twenty |

square of the Barblean. But I knew nu'_|
from how evll a vine-stock I should gather
my gecond vintage. A pror commandant's
wife from a petty Valentinn fort was the
best I could do for them at the time, But
now-—the mother of Ramon Cabrera shall
be atoned for In such n fashlon as shall

makes the world st dumb!”
While Cabrera was speaking Ramon grew
slowly chili and then ice-eold with horror.
“Sir' he sald, his volee suddenly hoarse
and broken, “surely you do not realize whit
¥ou are saying. These ladies are under my
protectlon. They have committed them- |
the moat sacred

#elves 10 my care under
and abmolute pledges that their lives would
respected.  The satne I8 the cass with
regard to Senor Munoz It s absolutely
necossary that I should place them undey

b

the care of Genernl Ello as the porsonal
representative of the king!'

“I have nlready told you, =ir.”" cried
Cubrarn, furlously that 1 am of equal

rank with any Ello ar other general In the
armies of Don Carlos. Have not | done
more than any other? Was It not T who
carried my command to the gates of Mnad-
rld?  Aye, and had 1 been left to myself 1
should have suceesded In eutting off that
fox Mendigabal, Now, however, T am absn-
lutely independent, owing authority to no
mun, save to the king alope. It is mine to
glve or to withhold, to punish or to pardon
Therefore 1, General Ramon Cabrera, hay-
Ing sworn publlely to avenge my mother
when, where and how 1 can. salemnly de-
clare that as a further retallation I will
ghoot these three prisoners tomorrow At
funrise, even ne Noguerse, the representa-
tive of this woman who calls herself queen
regent of Spaln, shot down my innocent
mother for the sole crime of giving birth

queen and her husband trusted themeelvea| even In thess matters so dull and unebs
to his werd of honor." servant a# he looked, that is, when he bhad

Ramon Garcln shook his head sadly any reason for belng observant,

““Ah, ‘tis his sacred thing. that honor of “Here comer that young ass of Alava,'
his—his lmage of the Virgin which he car-| he murmured. “Well, he s at lenst getting
rles about with bim,' he wald, “and fndeed, | W8 money's worth, By the saluta favor-
El Sarria has little cause to complaln, for| able to my pative parish, the haly Nare
elssus and Justus, but the burro is tighten-
Rollo's, DNolores Garcla might at this mo- | D& his girtha!”
ment have been o the honde of Luis Fer- And El Sarria lavghed out suddenly and
nendeg!” sardonieally.  For he could see the lad

“Aye. or dead—"" paid Concha, “she wogld | PUlllng his leathern belt & few holes tightar
never hinve lived in the clutehes of the evil- | in order that he might present his most
hearted! 1 know her better, Rut, Don Ra.| *¥Ymmetrical Agure to the syes of this daz-
mon, what can we, who owe him so much, | 21/ng Andslusian witeh who had dropped
do for our Don Rolle?" s0 suddenly into the Carlist camp from the

“Why—what I8 there to do?" sald Ramon, | PIAce whence all witches come,
with a 1t of his eyebirows, “bere in tha (To He Continued.)
camp of Cabrora we are watohed, followed,
euspeeted. Iro you sew that fellow yonder
with the smartly wset obipga? He Is a
miller' son from near Vitoria In Alava
Well, he hath beon wet to watch that pone
of us leaves the camp unnttended. 1 will
wager thut If you and were to wandep out

——————
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Nty yards farther, yonder lod wouold be
after um Inp a trice!* BRA]N
AR suld Conelin In a brown study
“Yes—he s pot at all a bad-looking hoy nﬂd NERVB

and thinks exversively well of himself—Iike |
some others | could meution, Now, Bl Bar.
rla, can you tell me ln which direction lies
Vera, the headquarters of General Elio®" l

“That can 1'** sald El Sarcls, forgetting!
his enution. And he«was about to turn luml
about and point ft out with his band when |
Conchn stopped him

“The miller's son 18 eraping his neck to
look," she whispered, “do not polnt. Turn
ahout slowly, und the third stone you throw
let It be 1o the direction of Vera''

El Barrin did aw he wae bid, and after
the third he continued to project stones
Vera-ward, explaining as he did so: “Up
yonder reddish clef the road goes, & hound
path, & mere goat's slide, Lut it is the ai-
rociest rond. There Is open ground to thul
very foot of the ascent. Mooy s the time . 3
I have ridden there, God forgive me, on '1::::.:6:: sl wine glaes full threa
another man's beast!" N ¥

Concha's eyes, surveying the landseaps, |Sold by all Druggists, Refuse Substitutes.
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