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It is Ottlog ou this occaslon Lo
bavkward apd recall the activities of the
won  beliind the penvils who worked for
wnd fougbt for The Boe during s infaocy
wud s boyhood years, when guartered o
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s early home on lower Faroam streot
In that period of thoe, wbout seveutoen
yours, The Deo fought the hardest batties
of e carver wod Hkewise aehieved many
notuble  iriumphs,  For the st seven
yuidrs  the mwodest stall conslsted of twa
moen - the  editor-in-chicl  and b vily
elditor. In 1870 oo associale edilor was io-
slalled Two  years  latvr  indepondoent

mormbng and veniog editlons were inaugu-
riated and the reportorial stall was incressed
to two, the lusury of o telegraph editor
wias lndulged o aud o the fall of that year
an exchange editor was lnstalled,  Yoar by
yoar the paper continued to prosper wnd
expand wod at the time of removal to Its
presont palatinl home the stafll had grown
to metropolitan  proporiions, with a man
aging «ditor, two assoclate editors, two ity
editors, night editor, exchange editor wid
about half w dosen reporters. Bright, nc-
tive, pugnnclous youulg nen, full of e,
vigor aud awbition, loving & Hght a8
boeartily ug thelr chief and as cager for o
seoop as a bunter for big gae There
were no drones (o the hive, because thore
was no room for thewm At all thoes Ed-
ward Rosownter was the mentor and motive
power of the establishment. He woas al

wiys on the go His energy nnd capacity
for work scomed witheut limit apd  his
vXpmple was i pibmulus for every one jn the
shop to Kovp  moving Hustle never bad
a truor oxpoient.  Nocessity wis a bard
taskiuster then, but oven now, long afts
pecensity hoas taken flight, the same irre
pressible spirit, slightly toped down, re

windns wnd permeates every department of
the paper

Hoster of llee Veterans,

Tuking them in the order of thelr conped
on with the paper, the men who helped
to make The Bee and bopressed thede o
dividuadity on s columns are Alfred Sor

cuson, Willis Sweet, W. E. Annin, Wil 1
Kent, A, J. Rendrick, Edwin C Hardy and
Jamea 1. Haynes. Not wore than two of

them worked on The Bve wt
for the staff wias very Hmitod o the early
duys, Three of the number willl pesl
donts of OGuaba and one continues 4 mem
bor of the staflf. T'wo have become publish
ers; one e in the postal service;
o the vast ovean of humanity

Alfred Borepson held o The
woin the fall of 1570 nod graduated from

the snme Ui

wre

one Is lost

case’” on

that post to the reportorial  siaff. The
St in those day fromm 71 to 'TH, never
exveeded & palr-—the editor and proprietor

and the city editor. Mr. Borenson filled thi
lutter positlon for elght years and made o
eplondid reputation us o rustler for pews
I'he task of covering the news fHeld male
large drafts on leg power. and as Mr. Sor

ouson wis well equipped i that respect he
experienced Tittle diMeulty o distupcing his
rivals i the race for the Joyous "'scoop

He was egually rapld in tuarning in
PVosgessing the two tecossary tilents for
reportorinl work in those days, he  suc-
ceodied I making the local pages of The
Bee the best in the city. He had no last-
ing rivals v the evening fleld, On the two
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Old Timers Who Helped

A KENLRICK

morning papers, however, he had at Jdiffer
ent Limes such rivals as Will L. Visscher,
Bllly Edwards, W. J. Culddy, Homer Stull,
Sam Donnelly, Wil Kent, Fred K. Glles and
others, and the writer can afirm from per-
sonul knowledge that he was  frequently
complimented by having his news truns
ferred o part or bodily to the columns of
morning contemporuries, Early in 1574 the
cnnker of political ambition took root In
Borenson’s mind and developed nto & race
for office in the full of that year. The re-
publican county conveutlon tendered him
the pomioation for clerk of the district
court, & positlon particularly loviting from
a financial point of view. His opponent was
W. H. Ijams. 1jams won the office and SBor-
euson the experionce, the detalls of which,
written by himsclf, covered nearly two col-
umups of The Bee of November 6, 1870, Boon
after his defeat Mr. Borenson left The Bee
for u desk oo the Republican. He did not
find there the constituency he bhad grown
up with. Literally bhe wrote for “empty
benches,”” and as soon as opportunity offered
returned to The Bee and held the responsi-
ble position of manpaging editor until the
spring of 1858, when he nccepied a llke posl-
tion on the Omaha Herald. A year later he
wias fool-loose and for ten yeara worked on
Balt Lake, Portland and SBan Francisco pa-
pers. Now he Is a publisher himself—the
vdltor and proprictor of the Omabhn Weekly
Examinoer,

Willis Bweot was & member of The Hee

BIAl  in the middle ‘708, both us  edl
torfal writer and correspondent. During
the scnntorial  campalgn  of  1576-7  he
diatinguishsd himself (] i Oy @
apondent  and  his  lettors  from  Lin
coln, covering the progress of the sena-

torinl conteal which resulted lo the election
of the late Alvin Saunders to the United
States senate, were a notable feature of Th
Peo's news sorvice. Later on Mr, Swoeet
followed the tide of lmmigration westward
wnd settled in Idaho. When the territory
became g state Mr., Bweet was honored with
u soat In congress

First Associnte BEditor,

William E. Annin came to The Bee in
1870, He had graduated from Princeton a
few months before, the Intervening time be-
Ing spent with a college expedition In the

fossil flelds of Wyomlng, The latter ex-
perience proved  puartieularly  useful  in
rencliing the emlunence he  attalned  in

Omahu journalism, ‘There was then as now
quite a bunch of anlmated fossils In town
who tolled not, nor would they lend a help-
ing hand to public enterprises, but Ail-

EOWIN C. HARDA

wwbled down the dollars
ite thelr colfurs from Lhe
These proved an
poert dissection

Kently that roiivd
cHergy of others
unfalling subject for ex
when the usual activities
took o day oft., Mr. Annin was fOrst o
ftlated Into the mwysteries of editorial and
soissors work. It guite @  lask Lo
calech on' o the “old man's style,” as the
boys say, and muny o weary day's toll In
the glass cage, which then sorved as the
editorial den, reposed pescefully o the
wuste basket whoen the shades of evenlng
fell. Time nud puticnce, however, made
amends. Mr. Avpin was guick of mind and
eye, possesicd a coplous vocabulary, a ripe
imagination and soon wmastered not only
the policy and style of The Bee, but the
vaustie phriscology of the editor-in-chiet.
In local news rustling, an assigoment he
frequently covered, he was even more suces
cesdful, for lu that Deld his Imagination aod
diction bad (reer redn, and wany o welrd
sensation enlivened the routine tems of a
day's run. Mr. Apunin remsloed with The
Bee untll called to Washington as private
secretary to Senutor Paddock. Now he is
comfortably quartered, Hillng the position
of chiel of the western division of the rural
il service, with beadguarters at Denver,

Will H. Kent became city editor of The
Bee o 1880 and beld the position almost
continuously for Hve years, Kenlt was
reminrkeble newsgatherer, us well ws n
riapid, entertaining writer. His capacity for
work was cuormous aod his prolific pen was
always equal to the space available, He
had the rare tact of makiog 4 fuvorable tm-
pression on first acquaintance, and this fac-
uity, conpled with a studied policy of dlse
pensing sugar in priot, made blm a host of
friends who assisted ol substantinlly in
catvhing the elusiye tem. When the worn
g edition of The Boe was started twenty
yours ngo it afforded Kent an opportunity
te put in practice an absurd theory of life,
The 'nce that Kills.

Kent argued that if & mwan  remalined
awake sy twenty out of the twenty-fout
hours at work or play, or both, he would in
fifty yoars have lived as long ns the man of
ii who slept the regular pumber of hours.
For muany months he did the entire local
work on both morning and evening editions,
suntching sleep at off moments or streteh-
Ing on his desk aftor the night's work was
done,  On one wotable oveasion his plan of
sleeping enubled him to score one of the
Kreatest “scoops” in the annals of Owmaha
Journalism Keot was curled up on  his
desk o the frame annex to the old Ber
bullding. The forms for the morning odi-
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Jote il Jusl gone to press, whvn word was
Lrought to the oice of the findivg uf Lhe
pody ol o wurdered mun o the postolice
bubldivg, Keut was awakened and burried
to the seene. Before dawn of that Novem-
ber moroiug the The Bee
wppeared with the Hrst account of the tragie
death of Watson B, Bmith. But the physical
minn rebelled against the pace, us Keul soon
discovered. He burped the candle at both
cudy, lost the necessary strength for steady
work and becate a Jourualistic wanderer
i the west.

sveend odition of

Cine of the old rellables of The Bee local
sttl was Audrew J. Kendrlek, who served
as ity editor from 1ssd to 1887, These

years emibraced the boem ers aod there was the cditorial

uews to burn.  The locul staflf bad grown lo
umbers, but there was an abundance of
work for all. Like his predecessors Kend-

to Make The Bee

PERRY & HEATH

the profession, While setling type in Clev

lund during the war be conceived the ldea
of U vomumiercin) review for the marke
page of the Cleveland Laeader.  Finkhoelal
and commercial problems wore at thal tim
suriously poerplexing the business world, My
Hardy's dea was welcomed by the pub-
Hsher and e wus given the  assignment
From a wmeager beginniug it becanie  obe
of the mwost lmportapt featured of the paper

In developlug it Mr. Hardy studied not only
the practical side of Buabce aud commerce,
but read and reread all standard publica-
tions, and o this systematic tralning he
owes his thorough knowledge of both sub-
Jects, which bus been abundantly shown o
columns of The Bee during
recent presidentinl campulgns, His experl-
ence runs the gomut of dromatle eriticlems
and descriptive writing, from speeches for

rick bad the energy and ambition of young congressmen to touel responses and he has

mwiavbood as well us the "nose for news,'
supplemented  with  greater
aud steadiness of purpose. While his nsso-
clutes on rival papers blew off steam om
the slightest provocation Kendrick serewed
duwp the safety valve and kept the pressure
nearly even. He malutained o steady-golog
pave ou his daily roupds, exercised good
Judgment and accurately gauged the value
of current pews. A vein of guiet bumor oc-
caslonally enliveped his recituls and wos
partcularly noticeable io his headlines, One
Iustince |s recalled o which a famous dry
guods mwerchant Hgured exclusively In a
two-column  potice, The merchant prince
was an exteusive advertiser, using printer's
Ink lavishly, besldes orchestrns and bross
bouds. Kendrick's headline juiroduction to
the werchant prioce’'s departure betwoen
days shply anovunced “Smith's Speclal
Sl and the delicate hint it conveyed spread
a smile over town.,  Alter lsaving Qmaha o

ISNT Mre, Kendrick secured o responsible po-
sition on the Chlvago News, which he held
for several years. About eight years ago

he gettled in Fort Smith, Ark., and sturied
the  News-Record, a  daily  publication,
There s clsewhore he has carned succoss,
having bullt up o good newspaper properiy
atel acguired o moderate competency.

The Mun 1rom Clevelnnd,

The growilh of The
proportions by 1856 thut
editor wis employed
given the dosk
miliurly

Bee had renched sucl
second associate
Edwin C. Hardy was
“The Major,” as he is fu-
called, s o Cleveland produet,
having advaneed from the priuter's case to
the top round through all depurtments of
newspaper work. Few men o the harness
o Omaha bave had such wide expericncn lu

PRESSES THAT PRINT THE BEE

self-restralut entertalningly as he

been kunown to “write up” a prize Hght ous
thunders about the
grand old party. Mr. Hardy 18 the oldest
member of The Bee editorial stafl and holds
the record for continuous service,

Many otber pames of men who were on
The Beo staft for bricfer periods serve Lo
recall the frequent changes that wok place
on the press of Omaha in the early days.
Fred R, Giles, o brilllant, erratic genlus,
drifted from one paper to another us reg
ularly as the scasons, He struck the puace
that kills and long since Jolned the mwa-
Jority, Frank Allen was another hot boy
who rustled news for The Hes, subsoguently
became press agent for Loyal L. Smith, the
merchant prince, and was lost to sight o
the confusion following Smith's abrupt de-
parture. “Gabe' Hunkles, one of the veteran
printers of Omaha, frequently shook the
cose for the telegruph desk, but 18 & steadsy
Job preferrod the tndependence of the stick
and rule. He (8 a0 modern editlon of Ol
Plod, und can up more errors In o
proofshect than min o the harness
He has been The Bee so long that
mention af would shintter his dreams
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of perennlal  youth Edward A, O'Brien
flitted about The Wee for several Yoeurs
settled on the staflf as city oditor In 1885
and held on for four veurs He is ot pres
ent on the Oakland (Caly Tribune,

The roster of Bee veterans Is not an ex
Tensive ong The times did nor oull for
umbers, but for many gualitles o o

The upbuilding of The Bee, to which they

Coutributed,  was  a  continuous  battle
ngninst open and unseco  foo %, powerful
competitors and limited resources, Meager

s the sguad was, the members were loyal

1o the core and welcomed @ serap  as
hearthly us a square meal It did ne
make much diference whethior the pajor

provoked o light or one dropped 1o for exoer
vise, the stufl was wlways o an acdommo
dating mood and never turned down  the
ivitation of an anxioug rival or polltienl
cligque

Ol und New Conditions,

It is freguently usserted that the nDew
Poper wen of the dave under review il
ueh grenter smount of work m n Wi
e than b5 regquired of men in MHke pivil
tions todas The conditions are so ot
ent that o fuly comparlson cannot b mad
In the carly doys local men enjoved the
greatest froodom of exprossion.  Bach
porter covered the town for his paper L
the new iren wis Hmited and e il
wos largely one of musel Eiach W
Identified  In the publl il with h
Prodnct of his pen. personally reoeivi
redit for his work, and Innumerable favor
from frivndly admilrers, Noxt (o the pul
Heher, the oity oilitor was. tH use X
pressivee nhirnge “n Inrige toud In oo
Pl Publle accloim was n OBt
timulant and the absence of the rostrait
Of the blue penell neosunts for the gr
thiount  of IR i1l In 1 he |
columns of twenty or more vours ago.  No
the eity work 1s Hvided up and mae !
Ened ta the woveral Melsions e
Slomally o roportey whir ) 0 s il
in- his dipurtment bocomes (dentifled witd
his work in the public mind, but n
general rule that identity (s restricted ai
vholly lacks 1the pleal 1 whien ol
tingulshed the carly davs tirentor
Fary 18 roqoleed, imagloation s hold
chivk and villio lal ohaorvations are riglily
oxelided from ns WE muiter In hour !
labor wnil auality of work the colty me
today falrly o viel thelr predecessors, b
the honors nnd cmoluments of long ng

orished with the years they flourighed 1y

THOMAS 1. FITZMORRIS

|
'

r . —




