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PARIB, Muarch 1.—Times have chapged
since Murger wrote hls “Scenes of Bohe-
mian Life,” with ita pletures of wild revel
and debauch, In the Latin Quarter, The
student ln Parls, with all bls oatural galety
nod love of m frolle, |8 every year becom
ing « more snd more serious being with n
suner outlook oo life. In the case of the
Amerlcan student colony, especinlly, the
change nmounts to & revolution. Today the
transatiantiec "“freshman’ nas the advan-
tuge of foreign experionce and of the un-
rivaled educationnl facilitles of this clty
without necessarlly abating one jJot of hils
natlve Americanism, elther in his moral
view or lu his dally habit of Iife.

Sometlmes, indeed, the newcomer Is u
lHttle disappointed with Parls on that very
account. He arrives, full to the top of his
head with |deas of u pleturesque Bohe-
minnism, mnd Is scarcely in the city a
weok before he has made n tour of all the
cafes of the quarter In search of “types”
clad In welrd artistie costumes, whose
baggy corduroy or velvet suits and tre-
mendous slouch hats and wildly floating
black tles (n yard long and a foot wide)
he hastens to Imitate on his own person
But he very soon learns sense from the
compatriots whom he beging to meet al
his cafe or at the university or art schools,
They “guy' bhim unmercifully until he has
discarded his ecoentriec ralment and ap-
pears on the street clothed ke them and
in his right mind. An art student whe
came over a4 while ago from a porthern
city, which had granted him a “bourse,”
oenjoys to this day the title of '"Mossoo,”
In memory of the wildly Bohemian altire
which he donned In the first weeks of his
arrival. He I8 now a sane and soberly
dressed student, ke all the rest, not dls.
tinguishable In costume from fifty young
men of his age on the streets of any Amer-
lean city, but he will probably carry to his
grave the pame which commemorates his
brief period of Murgeresque Iinsanity In
Parls,

Home for Americans,

One Instlitution which bas a very dis-
tinet tendency to keep Amerleans In touch
with thelr country in the strange land is
the Amerlean Art assoclation of Parls,
sltuate on the Qual Contl, just opposite
the Louvre, next door, almost, to the In-
stitute de France, the classic home of the
“Immortal'’ academicians, Conslderable
historic interest attaches to the house, lu
that Napoleon Bonaparte, when & Young
lleutenant of artillery, was a constant vis-
itor there at the salon of brilllant Mme.
Permon. The old house retalns evident

Life in Paris

signs of Ite anclent grandeur o the spa-
clous, low-cellinged rooms with carved wood
puneling and large, old-fashioned windows
But ita fiitings are very modern and com-
plete; with its rending and smoking rooms,
its lbrary and {ts restaurant, it makes
an excellent elub, very American, & bit of
home in the heart of Paris to the charac-
teristically young manhood that frequents
it.

Thero Is, in fact, very little pretense
and posing among the members of the
American student colony. As a rule, they
are much llked among the swarm of siu-
dents of all countries who make up the
population of the quarters. Curlously
enough, however, thelr popularity has
suffered somewhat of late on account of
the English war In the Transvaal. The
avernge Kuropean finds it vory hard to gut
rid of the absurd notlon that an American
{8 In most of his |deas only an Eunglishman
who happens to live 8,000 miles from Lon
don, besldes, the American accent in speak
ing French (s not very dilferent from that
of & Briton. Occaslonally & band of young
Amerleans at a cafe has been the subject
of insult from some desperate pro-Boers,
who have taken the strangers for fellow
cltizens of Mr. Chamberlain. Then there
has been trouble. Sometimes the Amer-
teans have had to glve fistle demonsira
tlon of the proposition that a man with an
Engligh accent to hils French ls o good per
son to leave alone.

Socinl Life In Pleasant.

But in normal times, and especlally when
the oatlve students get to koow their
American confreres intlmately, the youth
ful ¢itizens of the two republics get on ad-
mirably together. The Amerieans, for one
thing, prove themselves a distloet galn te
the soclal e of the clrele of comrades
they full among by thelr free-handed hos-
plitality. Almost always they are better off
than the bulk of the other students, who
quite frequently pass thelr whole univer-
sity 1l'e on about §5 a week. The Amerl-
can, ns often as not, has a brightly fur-
nighed Httle lodgement where he can re-
colve his friemds in the evening in modest,
but sufflclent student luxury, There will be
coffee und cakes for the comforting of the
nner man, plenty of tobacco to help on the
talk, u plano on which to pound out the
lntest “chansons’ of the quarter, which all
the guests will roar in chorus. Two or
three girl students may look in for an hour
or two, there will be pleasant, friendly
conversation, perhaps a little mild fliria
tion, & good deal of happy-hearted. Inno
cent fun, a general atmosphere of home-
like good fellowship. This kind of thing s
quite an institution among the American

students, they take It In turns w offer
thelr rooms for such famlliar reunions,
und so they cewent friendly relations with
“the uatives,"” who go away delighted with
American hospitality, vivacity and camara-
derie,

One quarrel, by the way, the other stu-
dents have agalost “les transatlantiques,'
as they call the Americans in the quarter.
It lg that the “trunsatlanties,” with their
preposterous deas as 1o mohey, spoll the
witlters in the cafes, the men servants who
look after the rooms in the furnished apart-
went houses, and the conclerges who re-
celve your letters und parcels and pull the
cordon to let you in  all  through the
watches of the night, The thrifty Gaul glves
the walter 2 cents an evening. On the
garcon de chamber he bestows G0 cents a
month (for cleaning room amd shoes every
day; thirty times each for 60 cents) and
he gratifles the concierge with $1 every
twelve months for the New Year's gift.
Strange though It may seem, those are the
customary rates all over the Quartier Latin,
But the Amerlean simply can not conform.
e astonishes wailters by leaving an indls-
eriminate heap of copper coins on the cafe
tuble when he has pald his consommation;
he I8 cupable of doubling the hotel servant's
monthly fee; he Is even addicted to giving
Mme. Ln Concierge the overwhelmingly
large reward of $1 a month. It is true he
gets his shoes really shined—a rare luxury
in France; at the cafe they make a clean
sweep of all the journals for his reading;
at home he gets his letters early, quite fre-
quently the vory day they arrive, and his
friends are greeted with o pleasant smile
and can count on knowing when he s out
without haviog to climb up and down five
or six stories for the Information. But his
comrades protest vehemently. "“Don't go
to that house,' an old habitue will say to
a friend who I8 secking to Install himself,
“it has been spoiled by the transatlantices;
sou would be ruined by the extortions of
the personnel.”

Where Old Glory Flies.

There s forming In the Montparnasso
and of the guarter, at the far end of the
famous Boul' Mich', an nlmost exclusively
Amerlcan settlement, Passlng down two
or three strects in this neighborhood one
i8 likely to hear more United States than
any other language. From an upper win-
dow of one house flles aver, wet or fine,
feast day or work day, a gorgeous Amer-
lean flag, thrown out on the breeze, ap-
parcently by somo patriotie person who can-
not refrain from proclalming his pride of
pationality from the  housetop The
“ereameries” In the slde streets are filled
with Americans at the hour of the “‘petit
dejeuner' which opens the day In the
only good cafe nearby, the walters, when
you glve your order .are apt to murmur
#sn absent-minded *“alri!"™ This nelghbor-
hood has Its merry slde, but It could tell
some sad tales, too. For If most of our
young countrymen over here are suffi-

clently provided with the means of liviog,
there are, of course, some who fight a dally
tattle with poverty and Its attendant pri-
vation and humilintion. Often these are
young men and women who have recklessly
come over the water, attracted by the glit-
ter of Faria life and hoping to make a
living by teaching English while they pure
sue thelr studles. Generally these ideas
prove absolutely unfounded and the un-
fortunate dreamers drag out more or less
of & martyrdom till good sense sends them
home again—or till misery, cold and hunger
kill them,

More Women Than Men Starye,

Women seem 1o have more of the foollsh
courage for these risky experiments than
men. At this moment there are not o few
bright American girls half  starving in
Paris garrets of the quarter, unable to find
any teaching toc do and either too wedded
to thelr studles or too ashamed of facing
the questions of their friends (o return to
thelr distant homes, confessed fallures.
Very often these girls manage by a thou.
sand woman's arts to conceal thelr pov-
erty from the bulk of their assoclates, They
dross with quiet neatness and pass for hav-
lng some small private means, and nobody
ever suspects that they lHye on half a pint
of milk a day with a tiny roll of bread and
A raw egg. To assure themselves of this
miserable Insufficiency of food they have
to get a Hitle sewing to do, or even some
domestic work for the before-breakfast
hours. Hometimes these resources fall. One
day a girl does not appear at the art class
or literary lectures she has been fullowing;
her friends find that she has had to pawn
her things one by one tlll now she has
nothing left in the world. Then they make
a collectlon, perhaps, and send her home,
for the colony Is very generous (o |t8 poorer
members. Sometimes nobody flnds out the
truth till it Is too late, Some three months
ago an Amerlcan student-girl committed
sulelde in her room, unable to bear any
longer the black misery and hopelessness
the had been struggling sgalnst for more
than n year She had always shown a
brave face to the world, and of all her daily
associates not a single one had any llea
that she was ever in need of a meal, Yet
It was proved at the Inquest that for months
she had lived on bread and mi'k, and that
for three days before her death she lLad
enten absolutely nothing.

Not All in Hard Luck,

It must not, of cours:, be supposed that
most of the women students, or even any
notable proportion of them. live under
these hard conditions. The great majority,
while not rich, are at least comfortally
sltuated. They have charming little rooms
to study and frolle In, In the summer they
are able to take tours with bleyele and
sketch book In Normandy or Hrittany, or
four or five of them ciub together to hire
n cottage somewhere near the wooded
glades of Fontalnebleau in the artist col-
ony that bas made the forest famous in

wialer color or oll wheiever plctures are
seen, When winter comes they have the
resource of the theaters und the opera and
the countless lterary, artistic and musleal
reunions which make Parls so delightful to
people of cultlvated taste. All thess pleas-
ures are within reach of almost every
purse; nowhere else in the world can the
highest class of intellectual pastime be had
at so little cost. Hundreds of women who
are now filllng Important places in the busy
life of America, elther as artists, writers
or hard-headed business women, look back
on thelr two or three years of atudent life
in Paris as the brightest and in some ways
most profitable period of their carcer.
V. GRIBAYEDOFF.

A Bachelor's Reflections

New York Press: The best cure for a
woman who can't bear the smell of tobacco
smoke I8 to make her eat a cigar,

A medl to a man means a plece of meat
awnd a clgar; to & woman It means some-
thing vew to talk about and a Auffy dea-
sert,

A man's letters to a girl never begin to
be really dangerous till after he gets too
fur along to bother with quoting poelry In
them.

It is the opinlon of nine women out of
ten that the average man belleves he isn't
getting everything that s coming to him
unless he Is leading a double life.

Apostolic

Ill:-i rolt Journal: Impossible, thought 1.

‘Surely,” I exclaimed, "these people have
not removed you from office! Why, they
are the very apostles of clvil service re-
form!"

Glendower smiled wanly.

“But the ax of the apostles, you know!"
he fultered,

This  remark Interosted me. For the
quality of the fellow's humor showed that
he was English and not Scotch-Irish, as he
had claimed.

Furnished by Russell

A notlceable feature of the furnishings of
the new RElks' clubhouse are the gus and
eloctric fixtures, which in themselves are
not only orpamental, but they ndd an artis-
tle harmony to the su rroundings. The maln
hall is dene n Moorlsh; the fixtures are
made of wrought fron, the lights being In-
closed In ruby opalescent gluss, The effect
I8 very pleasing, The large reception room
ls lighted by an elegant twenty-four-light
chandeller of the Proster design and Is a
Bfm within itself.

The varlous other rooms nre treated in a
heavy Flemish Etyle, thus adding to the
harmony of the decorations and furnishings
The designa and work were made hy F. M.
Russell, the gas fixture artist of Omaha




