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Probable Place of
Christ’s Transfiguration

(Copyright, 181, by C. H. Levy.)
That Josus was transfigured ypon o foeun-
taln lo Galllee I8 one of the events in His
life upon which no tess than three of the
Rospels ngrie, almost ta the point of blen
tity. That this was Mount Tabor is agreed
In the sume unanimous fashion by all Chrle-

tlan authorities from the earllest times to
the present duy. But It Is only lately that
excavations have been made ot Tabor

proving the ecarly occupation of this moun
taln ag a site sacred Christians
This valuable lonvestigation has been made
by an Alsation misslonnry, Father Barnabe
who is consldered one of the leading au
thoritles upon Christlan archacology In Pal
estine, and s now In the monastery
Mount Tabor His Investigations have Just
been made publle in Paris

o varly

Mount Tabor had boen o notable place
even In early Egyptian thmes, lying as (1
dld upon the direct route hetween Egypt
and Assyrin I'rof. Maspero has (dentifled

nn Eryptlan scarabacus found at Tabor as
belonging to the elghteenth Egyptlan dy-
nasty, so this slte must have boen well
known as early as 1600 B, €. That it bore
a sacred character In the times just pre
ceding the birth of Jesus seems more than
probable from Rabbinieal traditions, which
speak of It as the Sacred Mountain of
Galllee Father Barnnbe holds that the

tradition which located the transfiguration
on Mount Tabor {= one of the best founded

of all traditions, going back to the very
firet century of the Christluns Origen,
Buseblus, 8t Cyril of Jerusulem and St

Jerome are unanimous in proclaiming Tabor
ng the Mount of Transfiguration. Attentlve
study of the necoumts In the three gosapels
of the trausfigurntion peint toward Tabor,
although it 15 not nnmed

Incldent of Teansfigurntion,

Father DBarnnbe pointa out that Jesus,
during the last few weeks of His life, was
making a final pastoral journey In Galllee,
He came from Tyre and was on Hls way
to the sea of Genesereth, At last He
reached Caesarea Philippl on the extreme
northern boundary of the territory of
Tarael. in the center of a population largaly
pagan. When He arrived In thls nelghbor-
hond He asked His disciples:

“Who do they say the Bon of Man 1a?
And you vourselves, who do you say [ am?"
Simon-Peter, answering, sald: "You are
the Christ, the Son of the Living God."
Secing them so well fixed In the falth Jesus
began to discloze to His disciples that He
musl go to Jerusalem, suffer much, be put
to denth and rise on the third day. Of
His further sojourn in Caesaren no single
detnil Ia glven. S8ix days later the mystery
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of the Transfiguration took place. All three
evangellsts seem to Insist upon a sapace of
time having elapged between the last dls-
course of the Savier and His Transfigura-
tlon. Since no word is sald of any preach-
Ingg during this time It {s probable that the
alx days were panssed In a journey, and It
might easlly tnke six days, walking ns
slowly ns Jesus walked in converse with
His dlsoiplea. to go from Caesarea Philippl
to Tabor.

Having satlsfied himaelf by hisg investien
tlens, hoth hirtorleal and geographleal, that
Mount Tabhor was the slte of the Trans
fizuration. Father Rarnabe set himself to
the examinntion of the rulng found there
The transformations of the bulldings on
Tabor have heen fo numerans that they
present many diMeunlties to the archasroln
eist, who has to help himeelf by history at
times, and then M1 In the gaps of history
hy his dlscoveries The princlpal ruine
of a rellglons order are  to he found
grouped together (n a square on the weat-
ern alde of the platean. To the 1eft on
entering are the remaing of a small church
the walls of which are still standing from
three to six feet high. This was the firs!
sacred edifice found In exeavating this enr
ner of the platean. There seema to have

hoen a gecond church here nlso.  The Arst
wns hardly more than a chapel. 12x12 foet
with a seml-elrenlnr recess on the woat
The wallg are hullt In Roman style, cav-
ered on the Inslde hy white stueen, nn
which are some traces of decorntive fo-
Hage In red tints. The pavement la a

mosale af bhlack and white euhes, forming
n large clrele and lozeneos
Architecture of Early Date,

This little huilding hears the character
of the oratorles of the fourth and Afth cen-
turies, It In withont doubt ane of the
oldest church cdificen ever diseavered In the
Holy Tand. Two niches In the rocess show
tha Chreiatian character of the odiflea with-
out any douht. for one Is evidently the pro-
thesls or ohlatlonarum. where the fatthful
deporit thelr offerings of hread and wine
and the ather 8 the dlacontenm. wheres the
rhallee and gospel were kept A Mie
further to the west {2 8 chirch with three
naves, having small ehapelg an each gide
of 1t St Antonine of Plalsance siates
(A7M that he found three churchos on Tahor
At the spat at which Peter eald 1o Joays:
“Tt 1n good, Tord, to he here, Make three
tabhernncles, one for vou, ane for Moses and
ene for Rllas' Tt 1a known that In 523
the eouncll of Constantinople deeresd the
erocilon of a bishoprie upon Mount Talbor
and In eonnequence there must have heen
a cathedral there. TTpon the hest archne-
ologlenl grounds It ean be asserted that
the ruins found hers are not Inter than
the sixth century, hut they may bhe much
enrller. The church was perched upon the
aolld rock. on the very spot. ncearding to
traditlon, where the transfleguration took
place. On ench s1de are the chapels ded)
cated to Moses and Ellinh, and they were
rertainly eonstructed at the same time as
the maln eMAce. In the rulns of this
chureh were found severn! enpltals In white
marhle. One of these caplinls Is pertect)y
nreserved, and le a foot and a half high
It 15 markedly Carinthlan in character, and
identienl with thase of the Basillea  of
Bethlehem, which archacologlsta agros goes
tiack 1o the nge of Constantine

This anclent church was succeeded in
later timesa by ane hullt hy the Renedletine
monks, which was Aeatraved hy the tronps
nf Baindin In 11RT. Fram 1200 ta 1717 the
f|arncene wore In possession Tn 1229 thq
efiles of Nazareth and Meunt Tahor wore
snrrendered tn Christian hnnds, and  the
mountaln was ocoupled by the Hungarlan
Rrothers, whe hollt a2 new church. usine
soma of the materinl from the a14 ane Dir
Ing the Crusades this wns burned

There nre other Interesting rulns north of
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the remalns of the church, consisting of
vast hall with the boases of three huge col-
umns which once sustained the arches
That this hall was very broad s attested
by the  discosery of one of the ruined
archies. This s thought to be the capltular
hall of the Benedictines  There has also
been found a large lonle caplial which
sevms to belong to the Macedonbin period
anterlor to Jesus Christ Another capital
found In a wall has the hend of o lien in the
center and o crouchiog chilil on cach alde of
It On another capltal the figaren of
S another caplinl s
markodly Fesption or Phoentcinn i style,
with the figure of o rom and o llon op
tiger.  Here, too, are mmny bloelks of basph
with curfons Dured upon them, Hke those
found on the slopes of Mount Hermon All
of these stones are, of pnenn
orlgin

The Inscriptions In Greek and Arable
ure well proserved and refer to the bulld
Ing of the fortress. On the west slde of
the platesn are several sopulehral grot
toes, with the benches hewn out of the
rock. A8 these tombs have heen violated
by Arabs In search of tronsure It 1 im-
possible 1o state whether they are Hebrew
or Christlan Father Darnabe describes
some vertleal tombs forming a Httle ceme-
tery In the center of the plateau. In the
center of this cemetery were the remalns
of a amall room, puved and bullt of plaster,
In one corner of which was o furnace,
glazed and hardened by fire, and in another
corner an oblong tub of masonry lined
with a kind of hard coement.  Thin aeems

of course
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to have been u room where the bodles of
children were washed, that they might be
entbinlmed aftor the Hebrew method. This
room would seem to go banek to the time of
Josophus,  The Saracens bullt houses over
theae tombs and used them for eellars

The seversl grottoes found on the west,
evidently an habitations, are among
the most Interesting of all the discoveries
Hore are mills for grinding wrealn and
anclent wine and oll presses. Near them
nre severnl clsterns In the shape of Iarge
bottles, ke the ono Into which Joseph was
lowered. Whether theswe dwellligs were
aeeupled by the Hebrews and later by an:
chorites nnd monhs no proof is fortheoms
Ine.

Eurapean orehaoenlog st vl theologlune
regar] these discoverlos ns nmong 1he most
Important o bibhHeal history ever made
Thele partlenlar value les In the fact of

thele showing that In the early days of the
Christion religlon, when all that concornaed
the Hfe of Chelst wax gt matter of oral
traditbon  and familine  loen)  history,
Mount Tabor was by general consent e
garded an the scene of the transfguration
and edifices commemaorntive of the ovent
wers erectodl there o " LRy

N ‘e .
Veteran Singing Master

The veteran sloging master, Manuel Gar-
cin, has attained the age of 08, He Is still
in excellent henlth. When he was 00 Qarcia,
who then hud a class at the London Royal
Academy of Musle, recelved a testimomial
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