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Omaha’s First

THE

Fire

Fighting Company

Probably the only fire Nghting company In
the state of Nebraska holding an especial
charter from the leglslature was the Ploneer
Hook and Ladder company of Omaha, which
was organized May 5, 1860. This company
was not only the first company organized
in the state, but was the last of the
volunteer organizations of the city to dis-
band, Its exlslence covering a perlod of
twenty-five years.

When Omaha was platted and the first
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which occurred from 1860 to 1885 not a
man was killed while on duty. The mout
serlous Injury recelved Ly any of the mem-
hers was  when one of them broke his
arm at a fire on Harney strect, near Ninth.

The oldest record of the company extant
I8 In the possesslon of Lewis 8. Reed, once
secretary of the organization. The earllest
date recorded in the minutes is September
8, 1870, On that day Samuel Burns and
George Glacominl wore made lite members,
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the exertions of this fire, but were enjoying
Christmas cheer the next day, when they
were called out to fight a fire which
originated In the lumber yard of Hoagland
& Bon and communioated with the coal
yard of T, B, Clarkson. The day was bitier
cold, and the burning piles of lumber and
conl gave off a ferce hewt which would
parch the hands and faces of the firemen.
The coats and boots froze upon thelr backs
and feet, while from thelr heads and faces
It seemed the blood would burst from the
heat of the flames. This fire I8 remem-
bered by all of the firemen of that day
a8 the most disagreeable In the history
of the company. For six hours they fought
flames and the secretary, In his report,
notes the fact that while the day before
they had fought fire at the gas works, the
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houses erected the principal bullding
material was cottonwood, & lumber no
longer recognized by builders, but In the
‘60s the only material which could be
secured within the borders of the state.
First with cottonwood logs and then with
lumber cut from the trees were the bulld-
ingas in Omaba city built, Cottonwood 1is
very inflammable and it was not long before
fires destroyed several bulldings. The
resldents of the frontier city decided to
organize n fire company, and, under the
leadership of Benjamin Stickles, Willlam
J. Kennedy, J. 8. McCormick, Henry Gray,
Henry Z. Curtls, M. H. Clark, A. J. 8imp-
son and P, W, Hitcheock, the Ploneer Hook
and Ladder company was organized. The
territorinl legislature met the following
winter and the company applled for a
charter, which was granted It, empower-
ing it to own $3,000 worth of fre-fight-
Ing apparatus. The certificate of this In-
corporation s signed by J. Bterling Morton
as territorial secretary.

One of the next laws passed by the legis-
lature was that relleving volunteer firemen
from jury duty. In the city of Omaha at
that time juries were called more frequently
than firemen and that was one of the
rensons which brought Into the ranks of
the Ploneer company a large number of the
prominent citizens of the community.
Among those In the first organlzation, or
who joined It within the first five years
of its existence, were: John A. Crelghton,
Frank Murphy, Fred Krug, L. 8, Reed,
W. P. Wileox, J. E. Markel, W. L. May,
John M. and Joseph F. Bheeley, P. J.
Karbach, P, Windhelm, George Glacomini,
Bamuel Burns, J. 0. Megeath, D, C, Sutphen
and Henry Pundt. On the llst of honorary
members will be found namea of other men
who took a prominent part in those days In
the affairs of the olty.

Later in the organization appeared men
who came to the city at a later day, but
who are now deemed ploneer cltizens,
among them W. H. H. Llewellyn, now a
resldent of New Mexico, who led a troop
of cavalry in Colonel Theodore Roosovelt's
Rough Riders.

As the Company Appeared in 1NN,

Herowith In presented a photograph of
the company as It appeared In 1868, so far
a8 known the first photograph taken of the
company. The occasion of the assembly
which preceded the picture was a parade
to be followed by a ball and entertalnment
at the Academy of Music for the purpose of
ralsing money to pay for the truck which
was displayed with feelings of pride that
day. This truck was the third purchased
by the company. It was bought by W. L
May, then foreman of the company, and was
the second which had been secured by him
for the organization. In the parade the
entire police force of the city, headed by
the mayor, took part and the police force
and fire department were then lined up
in front of the Central block on Farnam
street for the photograph. One remarkable
thing about the photograph is that It wos
the last one taken showing Farnam street
without a street car track, for the old horse
car line which extended from the Unilon
Pacific depot and to the southeastern parl
of town was Iald the following year,

The Ploneers wera a fortunate company.
for while they took part in mll of the fires

having served seven years with the soclety,
A. P, Hopkins was then secretary, and
reccerds with evident delight that J. K.
Markel reported having recelved on behulf
of the company $20 from the elty council
for being the first company at fres the
greatest number of times during the preced-
Ing year. The minutes show that the mem-
bers were particular in regard to their
ussociates and that four black balls would
suffice to keep a man outside of the pale,
and one applicant recelved them at this
meeoting.

There was a room commlittee of three
members whose duty It was to keep the
rooms and machine In presentable shape,
The record, which extends over several
years, showa an Invariable entry: ‘“Room
committee for month fined 26 cents each for
faflure to perform thelr duties.'” This
finally became unbearable, and after ap-
parently every active member had con-
tributed his quarter B. Lyttle was em-
ployed at $24 per year to clean the room
and apparatus.

Two Hot Firen,

The two hottest fires In the history of
the earller organization occurred In 1870,
On Christmas eve the gns plant burned.
The men fought as well as possible, but
could do nothing, and the entire property
was destroyed, entalling & loss of about
$6,000, The men had not recovered from

gas company furnished them, unwittingly,
much ald In Oghting the Hoagland fire,
Among one of the great troubles afMicting
the firemen in the early day was a lack ot
water. Many bulldings were consumed
solely because the wells from which the
engines were fed were exhausted. The gas
company first iotended to build its plant
near the Hoagland lumber yard, and went
80 far with the work as the sinking of holes
for the reservolrs. From these holes, de-
serted by the company, came the water
which extingulshed the fire at the lumber
yard,

The next big fire was the burning of the
Grand Central hotel, The Ploneers took an
active part in the fight, but the only record
of the fire shown upon the minutes of the
company Is 2 minute to the effect that two
of the members were fined §2 for leaving
the fire without permission of the foreman.

From the firast the members of the
Ploneer Hook and Ladder company were
proud of their organization and to dis-
tingulsh themselves provided for a uniform,
which was maintained until the company
disbanded, This uniform Is shown upon the
body of Frank H., Koesters, the last as-
slstant secretary of the organization.

The second pleture of the company (s a
freak of D. 8. Mitchell, an old-time photog-
rapher of Omaha, who was a member of the
compnny. The apparatus, motive power and

bodles of the members of the company were
drawn by the photographer and the heads
of the various active members of the com-
pany In 1885 were cut from photographs and
pasted upon the bodies. The whole was
then photographed. Members of the com-
pany say that the heads are probably the
best photographs of the company as It was
at the time of its dissolution,

May 6, 1885, Plopeer Hook and Ladder
company assembled for the last time. The
paid department had been organized and
there was no onger a place for volunteers.
The town had grown so large and the fires
80 frequent that It was really easler to do
Jury duty anyway than to run with the
machine. The event was one marked In
the history of the ecity The entire fire
department and the munleipal organization
turned out. The veterans of Ploncer com-
pany were cheered along the line of march
by the cltizens. That night at the "opera
house'' there was a final ball and assembly
at which John M. Thurston dellvered an
oration voleing the esteem in which the
company wae held by the citizens In the
twenty-five years of Its existence. Then
followed the dance and at its close Ploneoer
Hook and Ladder company, the Alpha and
Omega of the volunteer fAre fighting
sooieties of Omaha, became a memory—n
memory which Is cherished In the minds
of many men now far scattered over th:.
country, but once united in common 118
In the city “above all others on a stream.”

Little, but a Brave Man

The murder In a Crawford, Neb., saloon
recently, of Baptiste Garnier, better known
m the Biack Hills country as “Little Bat,”
removes from that segtion of the country
one of Its most famous characters,

“Little Bat's" life was puassed on
frontler, relates the Chicago Chronjele.  Ile
knew lttle of the outglde world and he
cared less. Born In the smoke of an Indian
camp, his childhood was associated with
all the pastimes that were Invigorating
and strengthening. At 16 years “Little Bal
was as sturdy a specimen of young mii-
hood as one would care Lo sce. He was o=
supple as a willow and as strong as o
giant, The only education he possessed
was that which the sun, the moon, the
stars and human nature had glven him.

He gould nelther read nor write, but he
spoke the languages of the B8loux, the
Cheyennes and the Crows quite as well,
not better, than he did that of the whites,
As hunter and scout for prospectors who
were then tumbling over one another on
the old Bidney trail In thelr rush to the
hills “Little Bat" attracted the attention
of army officers, Contemporancous with
Frank Gurard, and a warm, personal friend
of this famous scout, the young man soon
found himself Intrusted to perform the
most hazardous bits of work.

It was only when there was no scouting
to be done or explorations to be made that
the wild harum scarum and yet harmless
nature of the big-hearted fellow who had
been gulping fresh air from babyhood ex-
hibited itseif. “Little Bat" enjoyed a game
of monte about as well as any man on the
frontier and during the long, dreary months
when his services ns a scout were not in
demand he could be found before a lnyout
emoking cigarettes which he rolled himselg
and betting or borrowing, according to his
success at the game,

“Little Bat's" last prominent fleld service
was in connection with the Sloux campalgn
of 1880-91. When Big Foot's bannd was cor-
ralled at Wounded Knee creck by the
Beventh cavalry he doubted the sincerity
of the Indlans, who had promised to sur-
render formally on the following day. He
told Colonel Forsythe of his fears, ‘T'he
night passed without incident. With the
break of day the camps of the troopera
and soldlers were astir, DBreakfast over, an
order was Issued that the redskinsg sup-
render thelr arms. This they refused or
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at least did not do. Thereupon they were
commanded to stand in line and submit to
a thorough search, as It was ""Little Bat's"
bellef that the weapons were concealed
benieath the folds of the savages' blankets,
, The search had not begun when a medi-
cine man, an aged rascal freshly palnted
for troable, slipped before the lines of
Indians and those of the soldiers. He began
a chant which was full of meaning to "Lit.
tle Bat” It was the Sioux's death song.
That o tragedy was at hand there could be
no doubt tn the mind of this seasoned
Bcout.

In vain did he try to catch the eye of his
colonel, who was at the extreme end of one
line. Buddenly the medicine man stooped,
pleked up a handful of snow and sand and
fMung it high In the alr, at the same time

FRANK
TARY OF THE PIONEERS,

ceasing hig chant with a shrill cry.

H. KOESTERS—LAST SECRE-

“Look out!” yelled "Little Bat'" to the
soldlers, but before they could raise thelr
carbines o murderous lire was turned upon
them from the two columns of savages.
For a moment or more the troopers were
in & panle. They knew not which way to
turn, so sudden was the attack. But the
tide of battle was quick to turn and within
thirty minutes over 20 dead and wounded
Indians luy upon the fleld. Of the troopers
thirty-five, Including brave Captain Wal-
lace, were killed outright and twice us
many more were disabled—an awful penalty
o puy for attaching so little importance
to the suspiclons of so experienced a scout
as "Little Bat." Garnler got out of the
crogs-fire of troops and savagea by crawl-
Ing on his hands and knees to an elevation
where a four-<inch gun was planted. Here
he lay pumping his Winchester into the
Indians as they fled for cover in the draws
of the hills,

Since the campalgn of 1890 the scout has
been a familiar figure about Crawford,
Chadron, Hay Springs and Oelrichs, He
soldom got farther east than Valentine,
which Is near the Rosebud reservation, The
meager pross reports of his death show
that he was slain by & saloon manager or
bouncer. It may have been brought about
by a quarrel over monte. “Little Bat'" en-
Joyed the confdence of Generals Crook,
Terry, Carr, Merritt and Miles and next
to Frank Gurard was the foremost scout
In the army., He was not a relative ol
Baptiste Pourier, who Is known as "BIg
Hat" and who enjoys some distinction as i
scout.

A b r . .
Now Will You Smile

Mrs. Kendal is nothing if not impulsively
geninl, reports the Philadelphia Telegraph,
and the imperturbability of certain charac-
ters has often a curlously irritating effect
upon her. She was shopping one day at
cerinin  well-known stores, and, baving
completed her purchases, took leave of the
usslstant who had served her with a friendly
“Good morning.'" There was no reply. In
that hard-working damsel's busy career
there was no time, probably, for the minor
gentlenesses of life, "Say good morping
and smile!” exclaimed Mrs. Kendal, Im-
petuously, The girl stared in mute amaze-
ment. “Then I shall remain until you do,”
sald the great actress, In the most per-
sunsive but yet In the firmest tones, This
was too much for the girl. *'Good morn-
ing,”" she sald, and burst out laughing.
From that hour Mrs. Kendal's appearapce
at the stores in question was the signal
for an outburst of geniality.

- . .
The Extreme Limit

Washington Post: "I think there snould
be o law against publishing lies,"” sald the
Innocent-faced man as he lald down his
paper and heaved a sigh.

“Have you discovered a lie?"
by a fellow passenger,

“I'm sure of it. A man who was on a
steamer when It was wrecked clalms to
have swam a distance of forty miles to
land. We koow that a physical ‘mpossi-
billty., 1 myself was once on a steamer
lost off the const, and at that time 1 was
called a champion swimmer. 1 swam and
swam, but I didn't swim no forty miles.
I couldn't have done |[t."

“How far did you swim?”"'

“Thirty-nine miles to a foot, sir, and any
man In this world who says he has swum

forty Is a liar, sir, and the truth (sn't in
him, sir."”

wis asked




