THE

Historic Capitol
Square in Omaha

NEBRASKA'S FIRST CAPITOL BUILDING

The new Omabn High sehool bulldiog, now
Iin provess of Cupitol
squinre, will be the third bullding ereocted In

consiruction  on

wholae or In part on that ground by the
people of the city of Ominhi
The Capitol sguare has been one of the

pluces nround which the general interost of
the Inhabitants of the has  contered
ever sinee the thpanhn Town company st
projected the town which Hestined 1o
be the gatewny to the richest sgricultural,
gruzing and mindng reglon of the United
States,

When the originnl survey of the
st was made In 18064 Capliol square was
Inid out with jts present boundaries.  The
clty Himits made o departure ot the corner
of Twentieth and Dodge stroets, ran 600
feet west, 600 feet north and then back
to the line of Twontleth street, The ground
thus adided to the territory of the town wis
officinlly designated on the plat of the first
survey as Capitol sguare and the street
which led up the grass-covered hill 1o the
center was namoed Capitol avenue, although
at that time the capitol existed only in the
minds of the sanguine men who hoped to
sen Omaha city suceessful an socuring the
capital of the territory which at that time
did not exist. The struggle of the contend-
Ing citles for the location of the eapital of
the territory has been told until it s fa
milinr In a genernl way (o every resldent
of the state and men are still allve who
took lending parts In the contest

At one time It appenread  thit
sgquare would he nothing but o pname, for
when Governor Burt caome (o the territory
he landed on Nebraska soll first ot Bellevae,
then a strong rival of Omaha for the looa
tiom of the eapital. It s sold on very good
authority that Governor DBurt hod declded
to locate the eaplitnl on the «ite of the frst
Presbyterian mission in the territory, o
dled before the order was promulgated and
Acting Governor Cuming, who came to the
territory an Burt's private secrciary, ealled
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the frst leglslature to meet o the city of
Omaha. Cupltol square was #till but n
name.

Locate the Capltnl,

When the next congress met, however, it
appropriotod the sum of $60,000 for the erec-
tlon of a capltol bullding for the territory
of Nebraska. James . Mitchell waa ap
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pointed commissioner to locate the capitol
bullding. In a previous legisluture Mitehell
had been clagsed as an opponent of Omaha

for the territorial capital, but at the pext
session he reported that he had deelded
upon the center of Capltol square Iin the

eity of Omahn ng the plance for the erection

of the bullding This report was made
March 7, 1856, and at the meeting of the
second leglslature, December 13, 185006, he

reported that the foundation of the espltol
had been lald, The contract for the Lalld-
Ing was let to Orson Wilson and the brick
which went Into the bullding was among
the first burned In the territory. They were
made by Hovey & Armstrong

The first plan of the bullding was de-
signed In the coloninl style, with large
columnsg around the main structure, the
Intention being to erect n balcony on the
level of the second story. These columns
were of brick, to be covered with cement
in imitatlon of stone. During the con-
struetion of the bullding a storm wsrose,
which demollshed the eolumns, and they
were removed, the original plans being
ultered. No reason was assigned for the

change, but the small appropristion was
no doubt the cause., The construction of
the capltal was slow, for In January, 1857,
over n year after the laving of the founda

tion, the legislature, which met at Omaha

adopted o bl chopging the location of
tho ecapital from Omaha.  Governor leard
voltoed the B, giving ns his reason that
“no ocostly and substantial building  sum

¢ient to meet the demands of the territory
for many years Is now in
tion at the present
completed during the year
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Giovernor lzard was a friend o Omaha
but he was not o prophet, for the bulid
Ing wan not only uncompleted at the end

of the year, but it was never finished

Prediction  nfalfiiled,
Shortly after the prediction of the goy
ernor the capitol fund became exhansted
and work was  suspendod The clty of
Omuhn was vitally Interested In Its con
struction and the city council took steps
ta have the work completed. 'The gov
ernor stated that if the oty would ad
vance the money the federal government
would undoubtedly refund thelr advancee
With this understanding the mutter was
taken up by Councilman Bovey, who in-
troduced  an ordinanece  instructing the
mayer to proceed with the erection of the
butlding, using any avallable funds in the
treasury and Increaging those funds hy
the snle of land et apart for the purpose,
or by using the credit of the cliy and bog-
rowing money Plans  were perfected hy
which the clty lssued $50.000 in city acrip
for u period of nine months at 10 per cent
Interest, The panyment of this serip to the
amount of $26,000 was guaranteed by elght
banks anl bankers of the territory. This
money was ndded to the $680,000 appro-
printed by congress, making the totn) cost
of the originnl territorial capitol $110,000,

Spoenking of the bullding o8 It stood Lewls
2. Heed spya:

“When I came to Omnaha thirty-seven
yeurs ngo Omaha was still the capital of the
territory and the capitol was ocoupied by
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the governor, (e secretary of stale, the ter-

riterial suditor and the superintendent of
the territorinl  schools The legislature,
which at that time met annuanlly, held its
sesslons in the bullding. The councll, cor-

responding to the senate, occupled the room
at the southeast corner of the bullding,
while the room at the northwest corner was
occupied by the house of ropresentatives
“The larger rooms in the building were
on great ocenslons used for ballis and pub-
le gatherings, being the largest assembly
rooms in the oity In the territorial days
“The bullding was of brick and the ma-
terial was made In Omaha by Bovey & Arm-
strong. Mr. Robert 8, Knox was territorinl
Hbrartan and custodian of building and
grounds. He took great palns to get trees
planted and started to growing oa what
wis then considered a bleak and barren hill
Some of these trees, cottonwood and maple,
are st stapding, not baving been destroyed
by subnequent grading of the grovnds. At n
lnter period Prof. 8. D). Beals had charge of
the building and Hved in it with his family "
From the time the bulldiug was occupied
untll the admission of Nebraska a8 a state

COURSE OF ERECTION

the elty counell never ceased its efforts to
have congross upproprinte money (o pay
the debt incurred by the city in the con-

atruction of the capitol. As early as 1558
Dr. Miller was aj polnted as o commissionsr
of the ety to colleet the money In 180
. W. Hitcheock made a proposition to cals
lect the money, but was turpned Jdown in
favor of J. M. Woalworth, “who wae to be
In Washington on legnl business. " Sumuel

Clinton of lowa woar then pathorlzed to s
cure the funds and the effort was finally
nbandoned  while  David Lo Collier  had
charge of the satter,  ALout this thme A, DD

Richardson and John W, SBaller reported
that it would require 30000 1o complote
the enpltol bullding, hut the Tundgs wers
never ralsed,

“In the winter of 15575 some party or

parties announced thelr
ing a saloon In one of
basement of the bullding
cll made a protest in an ordinnnee

Intention of ope-
the the
but the ity coun
in whivn

rooms I

it declared that the saloon located in the
bullding would be an fosult to the leglsla
tors, and empowered the mavor and efry
marshal to asslst the ‘erritorial anthorltls
In keeping the lHguor dvabirs out of the
basement

First Sehool on the Squnree.

In 1861 the frst school was held on Cap-
itol wquare. The building was still the cap-
itel, but Prof. 8. D. Beals made arrange-
ments whereby he secured the north half
of the bullding for what was known as the
Omahn High school Upon the meeting of
the legisiature this school was moved to
the old Hamilton house, which
the south side of Douglas street
Fourteenth agd Fifteenth,

The act which made Nebraska a state In
1867 established the capital at Lincoln. The
legislature of 1564 ordered the governor to
deed Capltol sguareg to the city of Omnahn
for High school purposes.  David Dutler wa
then governor 'I'fll' act desding the squars
to the clty carried with it a provision by
which & board of for the Omnla
High scheol was appointed.  When the re
gents took  charge  the school board of
Omaha turned over $20.000 und the elty
voled bonds to the amount of $100060 for
the purpose of erecting a High schoal huild
ing., 1t was at first thought possible to use

stood on
hiet wyen

regents
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BE REPLACED BY NEW BUILDING IN

the old capitol bullding for High school pur
but a board of survey condemine! it
in materinl and workmanship. A.
waus employed to demollsh the old

IH’I&I 8,
as Toulty
. Dort
buiiding

The first High school bullding b penin
In 1870, Speaking of the history of Capliol
prpuiare from that time Mr. Heod says

“The regents employved George 1, Ran
dall as architect and the High school huild
ing with the mansard roof was constrocted

Wits

from Rapdall's plats The Omaha Brivk
luyoers' ag=ocintfon did the moizon work, whils
the carpenter work was done by Visscher &
Wilson, Henry . Visscher recently died
at Pasadena, Cal. Orson Wilson bullt the
barracks at Fort Omaha and afterwards

wins & member of the legislature from Doug
Ins county.

“When the anct was poowed gt the fApst
meeting of the state legisluture granting
Capitol square to the city of Omaha fir
High school purposes the deed, Hf mud

wis never placed upon the records of Doug-
lns county. Some elghteen or twenty years
Inter when it was proposed by the school

baard of the city to locate ward school
bulldings upon the square some residenta
of the nelghborhood objecied, contending

thnt the grounds had been granted by the
stnte for High school purposes only and not
for common school purpnses. A commitiee
of these cltizens went to Lincoln at the ses-
slon of the legislature of 1559 and had a law
passed directing the governor at that time
to make a deed in aceordance with the pro-

viglons of the original act, This new act
wns passed and a deed was then mode by
Juhn M, Thaver, governor, to the elty of
Omuha,  This deed was recorded and may
b foumd In the ofiee of the reglstor of
deeds

“Later the school board proposed (o erect
a nev: High sepool bullding and decided that
In order to have proper grounds 10 wonld be

necesiary to lower the gzrade of the square
Mr. Ulrich, a landscape giardener who hsd
met with mueh sueeess In managlig the

grounds of the Transmississippl Expositton
wits ealled into consuliat jon He subimilt ted)
for und beautifying the
sotcire which contemplaoted entting nway 1he
hill until the northwest corner of the
grounds would be seven feet helow the grads
of Davenport This npparently
met with the approval of some of the mem-

u seheme grading

troet plan

hers of the schoal board. The ecltizens were
Indignant A publle meeting war held ar
which the plan wons denounced, and upon o
change in the ofMee of architect for the
school board It was abandoned and the
plans  for ine  present butlling woers

mdopited,

The cornerstone of this bullding was laid
November 18 and an accompanying
photograph shows its present state
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Petrolt Journnl Jantee Hogered benvath
the mistletoe

A Kiss!'" cried Clifford, gaily

“Not on such s short acquaintanee!' pe
plivd the beautiful girl, with o melodious
laugh

For Cliftord, understand, was only 5 foet
2, while Janlee was & feet 10: and mors
over, her gown set perfectly lovely, by rea
won of which It was ne pudiding stooping
down

All this the merry company saw at a

glance, and roared again

Decotber 16, 19060

PROSPERITY BEGINS AT HOME

Nebraska People Are Showing a Spirit of
Loyalty to Home Institutions,

THESTATE OF IOWA SETS A GOOD EXAMPLE

The Fonormous Deain of Preminms
sent from Nebraskn o Eastern
Life Insurnnee Companies Fys
cevds RSN Annunily.

\Ill.l\ urgeatl amd logieal pleas for the
patronizing of home Institutions have been
published In the wpewspapers of Omuaha

diuring the past year and most gratifying
result hiuve been produced It was with
the assistance of the press thit the Home
Patronpge burean was 8o succcssfiully es-
ftiblished by Omah muanufacturers and
merchunts A spirit of lovalty to home
iffirs thus  been  Infused into the
poeple of Nebraska, who are consequently
Leginning to belleve that money kept ot

home will e much more beneticial than §f
went out of the state
What I8 true of manufactyred products Is
true of life nsurance,  Are the
hankers of Nebraska aware of the fact that
| the sum of $L500,000 for Hfe Insuranbce s
annially taken

vampanies?

cually

out of Nebraska by allen
Such I8 the fact, and this lm-
| mense sum is withdrawn from the banks of

Nebraska to the
The Winks of Nebraskan are
ommercial arterles tnrough which flows
the Income from all the resources of the
stivtes. Our bankers are interested In soour-
| Ing customers who will deposit thelr funds,

swell coffers of eastern

bankers, the

not only for current business, but for pers-
| manent  investment, Every dollur  sent
vast for life Insurance premidms is i per

manent withdrawal of the deposit of the
vustomer amnd o deaft on the bunks that in
the aggregate amount excecds £1.500,000
annually withdrawn from the banking chan-
nels of Nebraska. Only about one third of
this sum returns in death claims and settle-
ments by the companles in the state,

The Towa hankers, becoming awure of the
enormous draln upon the eash resources of
thedr state, declded some ton YOurs ago Lo
lend their hands to the upbullding of lowa
Insurance companics. The result is that
lewa securities on deposit with the
auvditor of stnte dmounting to anbout $6,000,-

has

0, Eaved to the sthte lnrgely
through the efforts of the lll“;l
bankors, whose waork along  this  line
bogan only a decade ago Similar resulis,
an a larger seale, have been socured to

Connectiout, Massachusetis, Pennsylvania,

New York and other gtates largely through
the influence and co-operation of their
bankers and finuncial Institutions

Nebraska belng an agricultural state, with
Hmited manufactures ns yer, Is Interested
far more than the above mentioned stutes in
promoting and mointainine mvings lnstity-
tlons.  This can he done by retalning at
home the moneys sent enst for Life insuranee
premiums.  In bringlng about such a rogult
the bankers of Nebraska are doubtless in-
terested or should be more than any other
clnss.  They ehould endenvor to kln-p all
moneys at home not only for deposit, but tor
permanent Investment through thely
customers,

The farmers are lkowlise Interested In
this matter. If there is plenty of money
in the banks they will be enabled to l-!'l"ll'li'
loans at cheap rates when they are In need
of ready ecash.

Wo wonder If the bankers of Nobraska
have ever taken note of the number of
deafts drawn In favor of customers to he

SNt east to settle Hie insurgnee
never to be returned here
enormous drain. It can he done hy ratronlz-
ing home Institutions, one of which Is the
Bankers Reserve Life association of Omnha,

premiuvms,
Let us stop this

which, under the manasgement of e presl-
dent and founder, Mr. 13, H Robison, o man
of unimpeachable  integrity nnd  lifelong

exporience in life insurance, I8 mecting with
vhenomennl suecess, In the
ment of 1his company Mr
nesigtnnes of eminent
slonal  men,
binker and

active mannge
Robison has the
business and profes

including t he well-known
capitalist, J. P. Latia, vlee

president and  treasurer:  the prominent

physiclan, Dr. W. O. Hridges, medioal

divector, and other men of high stunding
The Bankers Reseorve Life nesociation s

one of the home Institutions that is doing
much gaving to the people of Ne-
broska a large portion of the Immense sum
of money thut hag heretofore been sent out
of the state to eastorn companies,

Bankers of Nebraskn will consider that
every dollar pald the Bankers Reserve for
lHfe insurance premiums will he deposited In
the banks of the state, and 1= permanent
funds will be invested in the securities of
the state designated by law.

The Bankers Resorve Life assoc Iation has
been doing only about thres
yet In that brief period It has writ
noapproximately $1,500.000 of insurance. In
the last eleven months It has wriiten poll
ok to the amount of £2.052 000 1t
i promptly patd $10,000 for denth clalma
liring the fiftoen monitis of its ex
stence and has had only three death elaims,

towards

business for
Veurs
P

sustained

Arst

anch for 810600 during the st tweniye-
lght months, which were promptly pald
pon receipt of proofs, The testimonials

of Its clalmants are the itrongest _possible

endorsems nt of Tllr.- ;{ﬂ.”jt! !]f tht‘ COTIL-
pany ' RS
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