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HONG KONG, Aug, 10 —(Speeinl Corre-
spondence of The Bee.)—Long before this
letter I8 published L1 Hung Chang will
have renched Mekin and will be counscling
with the representatives of the groat pows
ers about the reorganization of the Clhluese
empire. There I8 no doubt as to the resutl
of the war. The Chinese rebellion will
probably be guickly quelled and the hor
net's nest which the empress dowager ba
brought about through her friends,
Bexers, may resule in hey AR
death

In the meantime LI Hung Chang will du
what he can to help his old mistress and
his countey. He a8 one of the shrewdost
dipliimmnts alive, and 1 believe he is an
trlcky a8 he s sthrewd. 1 bave heard much
of him during my various visits to Chinn,
nnd hove had o pumber of long Interviews
with him.

I et him first in 1888 when I visited T n
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Tsin on my trip around the world, He was
the viceroy of Chibli and superintendent
of the trade of north Chinn.  Hig income
from this position wus several huodeod
thousand dollars a year, aud he had ul-
ready amassed milllons,

The pext time | met blm wos six Yunrs
later, when he was vicher and more power-
ful than ever This was Just bifore the
wir between China and Japan, Li's wife
had divd and he hod given her o funcral
the cost of which would have been a fors
tune to the ordinary Americatn. He had
Eaud a birthday on which his prescnts had

amounted 1o tens of thousands of dollars,
nnd he was on the top noteh of prosperity
I took @& trip in his specinl car to the
Chinese will and had the honor of being a
guest at o dinper which he gave to our
former scoretary of state, John W, Foster
The dinner was of that extraviennt naturi
only affected by the millionalre Chigese,
It embraced about thirty courses and many
¢f the vianda were of the vostlicst descrips
tion, the shark fins having cost thelr welgh!
fn silver and the delicate birds' nest soup
being almost as expensive as lquid gold
At that time I spent an afternoon with his
excellency, He talked freely about all mat-
ters relating to Chion, Including the rebel-
lton In Corea, which afterward brought
about the wur.

My next Interview was at the Arlington
hotel, in Washington. The great Chipese
earl had seen his forces defeated In battle
by the so-called “Japancse monkeys.” He
had lost his yellow jncket, but he was as
proud and cocky ns ever, for his trip
around the world was almost a triumphal
one,

A Chaot with LI NMung Chang.

My fourth and last Interview with Ll
Hutiie Chang was held o few weeks ago,
just before the outbreak of the present
trouble in China, I spent a few doys with
my friend, Hubbard T. Smith, who was

then in charge of the congulite at Canton,
and through his influence and o speclal re-
quest from Consul Genernl Goodnow and
letters of fntroduction from the State de
partment ot Washington was again able tn
have a long conversation with Earl Li.

I found him living in groat state in Can-
ton., He was getting a nominal salary of
only a few thougand dollars a year, but the
actunl recolpts from his office were in the
nelghborhood of half a milllon dollars and
his personal pogsessions webe estimited at
something like $100,000,000. 1 was told that
he had heen sent to Canton by the empress
dowager as a reward for hils services, In
order that he might line his own pockets
and at the same time squeeze ten millions
or g0 out of south China for the mighty old
lady of PPekin.

1 found that It was more difficult to se-
cure an audience with EBarl Li than In the
past, His excellency was full of business
and his age prevented him from seeing peo-

ple as he formerly did at Tien Tain. It
took much red tape to get to him. The
letter from Consul General Goodnow in-

troducing me was in the mandarin dinlect
and It was forwarded in a brown officinl
envelope about one-fourth the slze of this
newspaper page. One of oupr consular mes-
sengers In livery earried it to the palace
and in reply his execllency sont back an-
other envelope, even bilgger, enclosing his
Chinese card and a roguest that I would
vislt him at & o'clock that afterncon,

I had to have a Chincse card written In
order that I might be properly introduced
it the palace and T had to go In state, fur,
for that afternoon, I wns a man of proms-
nence and no of rank can wanlk In
Canton.

Mr. Carpenter's RRetinoe,

My retinue, could I have dropped It down

ong

on the streets of your clty, would have
drawn o blgger crowd than a clrcus pro-
cesilon, 1 had the ofMclal chalr of the
congulate, a gorgeous hox-like affalr two
feet wide, four feet long and four feet
high slung hetween two poles, each of

The box
than any
Patrick's day
of satln of a

which wag about fifteen fect long,
wis covered with a sllk greener
Irishman's ribbon on 8t
and the sent within it was
bright vermitl » I erawled Into the box
and then four tall Chinamen, wearing the
red, white and blue of the Amerioan cons
sulate, rolsed the poles to thelr shoulders
and trotted off with me. Each man had a
hat of white straw as blg as a brend bowl
with a red silk tassel of the thickness and
length of a horee's tull half hoblied. Rach
wore a jacket of white trimmed with red
and blue stripes and white puntaloons with

pod nnd blue bands about the ankles. Upon
the arm of each bearer's cont an American

Mug wus benutifully embroldered and there
were alse stripes of red and blue down the
by st It was an impesing lvery nnd de-
chdedly Ameriean,

In addition to the bearers T had the ting
chi or nntive major domo of our consulnte
and four Ching soldicrs. The soldiers
wera even wore siriking than the ohplr
mett, Thelr pantaloons wore of black paper
imuslin g0 wide that they fapped aboul
their bare vellow legs, Their sacques were
of rod flannel embrotdered In Chinese char-
acters, and they worg whbie straw hats
With brlme ns Lig around as o tub and ns
lHmber as the washing when first hung on
the lipe., The hats almost hid their heads

ns they marchod in front of us through the

forelgn concesgion. As we entered the narrow
clgn-shnded  streeota of the Chinese elty
the hoats were pushed off and allowed to
rest hanging upon the shoulders, looking
far all the world ke groat shiclds protect
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HUNG CHANG

TER BY HIS EXCELLENCY THIS
ing that most vulnerable part of the Chinese
woldlor—hla back.

Hiding in State Throogh Canton,

I wish you could have geen me as they
carried me through the crowded streets of
that most crowded of eltles, Canton. in
many places there was hardly room for the
chalr and the people were squeezed back
agninst the walls to let us go through. Our
seldlers, In thelr paper muglin punts and
roidl flannel Jackets, pompously pushed thelr
winy to the front, yelllug to the people to
stnnd aslde for the great foreigner. Dables

cried, boys stared with open mouths, and |
was drageed through long lines of yellow
facon, out of which Llnek oVes pnzed
through button-hole lds, In all stages of
curiosity mixed with disgust,

Our wiy went through miles of business
sireets, nnd we finally eame Into the great
coiirt of L1 Hung Chang's palnce, We

couldl gee the flagpoles with the bird cages

on thelr tops which marked the ofMelal
dwelling of the viceroy long before we
reached It, and we passod hetween these
poles into an open space fagged with granite
which was severs] acres In area, Crossing
this, miy chalr hearers set me down in front
of the four great doors which lead loto the
paluce  proper, and Just between the two
pleantie stone tlgers, hideously painted In
red and white, which guard the entrance.
The soldiers then surrounded my chalr

i kept off the erowd, while the ting chi

yreled my red eard in to L1 Hung Chang.
In thres minutes and fifteen seconds he
roturned, and ng he did 2o the great doors

in front of us opened Inward and we were
directed to enter. My beurers took up the
thale and coarrled me through one court

after another, each surrounded by bulldings
oxtravopant In decorations and gorgeously
curyed. At lust we stopped In front of the
ervgnl reception room. Hersa we were
met by one of Earl Li's secretarles, hig
physicinn and & high offleinl, out of the
ek of whose hat a peacock feather stuck
This mnn walked In front of me. carrying
my red curd before him, He led us Into
a4 grent room, In the center of which was a
long table covered with bowls of cakes and
crystallized frults, and at one slde of which
was o smaller table, upon which were tea-
cups and clgars. We sat down at the small
table and chatted awhlle, awaltimg the

v
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FROM A PHOTOGRAP I PRESENTED TO
SUMMER.
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coming of the viceroy., The two mecre
turles spoke excellent English, which they
had learned In America,

LI Mung Chang In 1000,

Within s short time 1 heard a commo
tlon, and, looking out through the dovor, |
aaw four Chinese officlals carrying an open
chilr across the court, In the chalr sat
n Chineso glant, his great frame covered
with o silk gown of blood red and his yel
low fuce half hidden by an oflicial hat, out
of which floated a great peacock feather.

As the bearers came closer 1 could recog
nize the features of LI Hung Chang, who
la now so aged that he s carrled from one
room of his palace to nnother. As his chalr
wos set down and the bearera, selzing his
arms, ralsed bhlm to his feet, 1 could sce
that he has put on flesh since he took his
frip around the world and that he has de-
veloped & stomach which shows a visible
swell when he sits down. On that day it
lay in n great wrinokle over his belt, al-
most covering the golden buckle, set with
diamonds in Chinese characters, which fas-
tened his gown.

The viceroy was supported by his men as
he crossed to the table where | was stamd-
Ing, and upon my presentation he gave me
bls long vellow hand to shake. As he looked
at me his fat Chinese face lghted up, his
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plercing black eyes twinkled behind thelr

almond lds and 1 could see that he re.

membered me, He teok a seat at the tea

table and motioned me to the chair at his

left, which Is the place of honor in China.
Ll Wants n Subscription.

He then began to ask questlons and goon
elowed that his fatness has not touched
his intellect. He hasg the same Inqulsitorial
pewers which he displayed In the Unlted
States, and put one query after another as
to my age. wealth and business. My only
way of getting In a question was by tacking
it onto one of my answers or by rosponds
ing with a slmilar questlon to hig ex-
cellency, #o that when he askea me whethor
I was making much money 1 replied

“Not much, your excellency, for a viceroy,
but falrly well for a private citizen,”

“That must be a great deal,” replicd L)
Hung Chang., “You Amerlcans have a high
standard of wealth. You are so rich that
what seems n fortune among other peoples
In consldered as nothing apmong you **

“"But, your excelleney,” sald 1, Vit s cur-
rently  reported that you are enormously
rich, How ahbout that?"

"Yeu, 1 know {t Is eo reported,
the Chinese milllonalre, *but, alag
not go Most of my riches from
the statements In your American newss
papers. You have made me rich, wheroas 1
am comparatively poor. So poor, indeed
(this with a Joklng chuckle), so poor that
I think you rich American editors might
ralse a fund for me. Can't vou start one?"

"1 fear mnot, your excellency," sald I,
laughlingly. “But perhaps if you would
make a statement of accounts the matter
might be lald befors the Amerlcan poople
But we really belleve that your are rich,
A8 for me, If 1 had one-fiftleth what you
have I ghould he well satisfied."”

“How much do you think 1 have, then?"

r.-lrlh--i
it is

Comes

sald the viceroy, "Olve me the amount In
figures,*
“Well, your excelleney,' sald 1, "It s

currently reported thut you are worth $100,-
000,000 In gold, 1If I could have $2,000,000
I ghould think It a great denl "

“Yes, and 1t would be a great deal,*
the viceroy. “I really dont think |1
ifford to glve awny 32,000,000,

The questisn of age next came up, and
after I had told L! Hung Chang how old I

aa'd
could

wits 1 asked bl s number of questionw
about hilmself and his habits I How VAR|COCELE
TS oand feels thot be s growing old rapldly
S he 12 able to work, amnd he puts in fvom )
ten to twelve hours a day He Flees o Aid Resulting
has @ cup of broth sl 18 then shived 5 3 ¢ Frgeon pan—.
and dressed, He remds the tewspagne fol \I'R\ ('.\ IT.\I- nlbl:;\bl:b
an hour and thet cata & bhreakinst consistin
of severdl bowls of thin gruel, some  rige Y | 1y A have shiewn
¢ v v ALl i Nl ' bl Assincbitesd Plolyile ol
il e spoonful of beef extract fiag T A ) S it Ry e
he  tocelves pecial vatler il HTHG S i o Mty ks and: orhes
wudiopees until 12 Me howg nogreat deal of Nt \ L --1." I Lo ) |
medl, st thig Bas probably been Tnerossed " N ' LA LAALLL b, 'V:I':.i Hl'llrll
durime the war Mo attemde ta this duar s - Vol st
Wi e afternoon Mo eats agood Tuneh K| DO NOT WEAR A B Toy Rt
it ] =an
and then takes o pap for an hour and a4 j SUSPENSORY SR AL Sl
short wolk After thi e B ik o lﬁ - 1HsiRa dl W
Bisbness antdl alinndr e e spends he -_‘_’ - VLLE I;I.|.,.1l.
evening with his felends amd ok it A / '| U .I I--l'll -
rule to by In bed by 10 o'clovk 2 -"‘THROW hose wihin
" " - v 1 V. WL Iy wtintee
The conversation bBeginoing in 1his m # IT AWAY e
sonn] way soon drifted into publie matter | ol T case o (Boy, asiliestand AT
The Interview wan held about & month be \ ' \ LR LR Wl opitienn with
R Y AR T \ Wnbiian Clepys
fore the cutbreak of the Boxers, and there LA AT ORI “..|. .11 ! |!.‘ ! -“l--
wid then no apparent danger of the war crts Lo ey posiigs
which hoas sinee come.  The vieeroy was My 1 1w b nl- W Ikt Ll Iu;
{ “ o Soosundiy s i " My
much more Independent in Wis statomenis 0o 000 ’I__‘ ”“.‘ bl o B _'.. “‘ m‘n il:'
than he would be now, awdl when T mens  gode by teloplombing 8ot B oo is
tioned that 1 had been In the Philippines  tines LR LA (LS
he turned rather flercely upon e and
naked what the United States moant by
crxeluding the Chinese Fle spnid
“You people make aoomistake in Keepins
the Chinese ot of the Philippines You

st have them F you want the islands to
proaper. They are the only eheap and rolin

ble Iabor you can get out here. They wil
deviolop your country, bulld the rallronda
for you and work your fuetories. 1 tell vou
vt have got to have them.'*

“1 don't know about that, your exeel
teney,”™ sald 1. “Our people are afrald that
If we open the door so many of voup 'hl
pege will rush in that they will Mood 1he
country.™

“I don't bolleve there Is nny dbdnger of

that.” reptied T Hung Chang. “You wou'a

have some immigration, but not much. Tha
Ohinese are not naturplly an emlerating
peaple. They Hle home better than any-
where else All thot you hnve in the Phil
ippines come from two of our provinees
only.* !
The Phillippines nx 0 Teade Center,

“Would the admlsslon of the Chinese in
cronse the trade between the Philippines
and Chinun?"" 1 anked.

“Yes, It would,” sald LI Hung Chane,
"The Chinese now control the retall, as

well na much of the wholesule, husiness of
the Philippines.  We are naturally o com
mereial people, and every Chincse merohant
nnd exporter you have lu the Ilhul]lplﬂr
Ia just one more ok In the chalo which
will tie the markets of China to the Philip- |
pines and to the United States, Thi

islnnds should be a hase for your trade ro

Intiong with Chinn and the far east."

“How about the Philippines? Do you
think it will pany for the United Stutes 1o
own them?

“1 should think so. Your people seem to
want more territory and the Philippines
nre a good plece of property. T wonder if
vour government wants still more land. 1
should ke much to know just
wint In Chion."

AN wo want here, your excelleney,' said
I, I8 the open door. We want free trade
and no favors."

“Yes, but you have that now,*” sald Li
Munee Chang “Ching s now apen toall the
world,”

“But 1t s not

what vou

apen on the same condi

tlons, yvour excelleney,” sald 1. It 18 suld
that you favor the Russinng'

“That I8 not 80, sald the vieeroy, em
phatienlly,

“But Is there not a secret allinnes lig-

tween Russia and China? 1 have heard |t

whispered in  diplomatic  clreles  that
there s
“No, there s not,*” snld L1 Hung Chane

“China has the same foellng toward Rusaln
that she has toward the other powers.  You
are all on a level with us*

“IHow nrbout the stralned relations which
have prevalled hetween Japan and Russin
since the Chineso-Jupnnese war? Do you
think those two counteles will fight 2

“No, 1T do not," sald L0 Hung Chapg
“Nolther Jopan nor Russin wants wiar. The
Russions are not rendy for war It Is &
mistake to think they nre bullding the
trans-Biborian rallrond for that purpose
They are dolng that to develop the eoun-
try. Bilherla Ia enormously rich It has

but few people and (f must have o raflrend

it 1t 18 to bo apened up to settloment

nllronds in Chinn,

“How about rallroad  development In
China? It #aeems to me very slow ™

“Yeor, 1t In nocossarily nn,” sald LI Mung
Chang. "We Chipose cannat mave so fast
as ¥you people of the west, Woe want to
construct rondd, but we prefer to bolld
them ourselves just a8 fMr a8 wo potsibly
can, We will do it in thime "

“How about the American  concesslon
from Hankow to Canton? Wil that rond
be hullt, and will It pay?"

“Yeu, It will be Lollt and 1t will eventu-

ally prove a very profMabile road. It may
not pay at the start, but it goos through o
populous countey and ane full of material

and Industrinl wonlth.”

"I understand your oxcelleney that
the empress downgoer s appesed to enll
ronds and to all modern progress "

“That 1s not so,” was L1 Hune Chong's
dlplomatie reply., "She In In fuvor of th
gond thinga that are modern, bt fhie
wants us to be sare Vthey are good Lefors
whe necopts them. The newspipers have
sald many things nhout the government of

China which are untrue**

“You, but, your excellency, It Is hard to
toll what Is true In Chinn. It {8 sald that
(Continued on Eighth Puee)

“Good
Riddance
to Bad
Rubblsh.”
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