By Major General Joseph Wheeler,

RIGIN of the Grand Army of the
Republic was io the soldler's tent,

the soldier's bivouac and in the
frateroal  feelings which were
created o the hearts of soldlers as

they stood glde by side in line of battle.
This association established ties of friend-
ship stronger and more lusting than any
other which s enjoyed by human belngs.
When Washington took leave of the army
which be had commanded during the seven
years' war of the revolutlon & soclety was
organized which bas been perpetuated and
called the Soclety of the Clnclunati. When
priee Wwas procldmed after the triumphant
close of the war of 1512 a simllar society
wias organlzed, composed of the veterans of

our se omd strugele with Great Britain, and
agaln after the victories of our army In
Mexico the offieers, surrounding thelr com-

munding general, Scott, organized the soclety

called the Aztec soclety, and the same
character of feelings which insplred the
ecrention of these wocleties was fresh in

the hearts of the officers and soldiers of
the army which was disbanded In 1865 at the
close of the great four-years' war, This
feeling Nrst manifested itself by the oMoers
and soldiers of the different regiments as
they bade each other gondby and pledged
to each other that they would arrange at a
convenlent thme not far distant to again
meet together and talk over the stirring
events through which they had so recently
passed. These meetings were had and have
been continued to this time, almost all of
the regiments having held annual reunions
from the date of the cloge of the war to
th s day. These regimental organizations or
socleties soon sugeested the organization of
urmy corps societles, each corps forming
a sepuriate soclety of It own. This was
followed by the organization of societies of
each army.

Society of the Army of the Tenneanee,

I believe the first soclety of this character
waus the Soclety of the Army of the Ten-
nessce, the preliminary meeting for lis
formution being held in the genate chamber
of Nurth Carolina on April 14, 1865. Brevet
Brigadier General W. B. Woods, afterward
United States circuit judge, presided, and
Major L. M. Dayton, who since became very
prominent In the affairs of the government,
aclted as secretary. Major Generals Frank
P. Blair, jr., John A. Logan and Andrew J.
Smith and Hrevet Major General Glles A.
Smith and Hrevet Brigadier General W, B.
Woods were appolnted a committee to pre-
pare a plan of organizatlon., General Blalr
reported the plan of organizatlon at an
adjourned meeting held April 25, The mem-
bership of the soclely was restricted to the
officers who had served with the “Old Army
of the Tennessee." The objects were stated
as follows:

“To keep allve and preserve that Kindly
and cordial feeling which has been one of
the characteristics of this army during its
career In the service and which has glven
it such harmony of action and contributed
In no small degree to its glorious achleve-

ments in our country’s cause. The fame
and glory of all oMeers belonging to this
army who have fallen, either an the fleld
of buttle or in the line of their duty, ghall
be sacred trust to this soclety, which shall
caude proper memorinls of thelr services
to be collected and preserved, and thus
transmit thelr names with honor to pos-
terity, The familles of nll such oMcers
who shall be in indigent clircumstances
will have a clalm upon the generosity of

the soclety and will be relieved by the
voluniary contributions of ts members
whenever brought to thelr attention. In

lHke manner the suffering familles of those
officors who may hereafter be stricken by
death shall be a trust {n the hunds of the
survivors."

These generous and noble expressions
caome from the hearts of soldlers fresh
from scenes of carnage and battle. Major
General John A, Rawlins was elocted presi-
dent of the socliety and he remained lts
president until his death, September 6, 1864,
when he was succeeded by General William
T. Sherman The soclety has falthfully
carried out ts purposes and prominent
among the work it has performed s the
erection of magnificent equestrian statues
to Major General Rawlins, Major General
MoPherson and General John A, Logan in
the clty of Wasghington and in addition n
memorial to General MePherson at his
home at Clyde, .

Soclety of Army of the Comberinnd,

The Boclety of the Army of the Cumber-
land was organlzed February 146, 1868, Major
General George H, Thomas was olected and

remalned president until his death, April
28, 1870, Its purposes were in all respects
similar to those of the Soclety of the

Army of the Tennessee. The soclety has
already erected equestrian statues to Major
General George H. Thomas and President
Garfield.

The Soclety of the Army of the Potomac
was organized In New York City July b,
1869, Its first president was Lieutenant
General Philip H. Sherldan.

I had the good fortune to be present as
an invited guest at the thirty-first annual
reunion of this society held In the clty of
Fredericksburg May 25, 1900, This was the
first meeting of the soclety upon southern
soll and the address of welcome was made
by Major St. George R. Fitzhugh, who waa
a distinguished officer under Genernl Rob-
ert E. Lee. It wag eloquent and patriotic
in the highest degree and, while It was
applauded by the president, his cabinet and
the members of the soclety, It also received
the warm applause of the thousands of ex-
confederates who joined in the hearty wel-
come of the soldlers they had often faced
upon sanguinary and historie flelds.

These were the princlpal socletles of
this character. Others have been organ-
lzed, Including the Society of the Army of
the James, afterward merged Into the So-
clety of the Army of the Potomac: the
Soclety of Burnside's Expedition and of
the Ninth Corps, the Soclety of the Arnty
and Navy of the Gulf, the Soclety of the
Army of West Virginia, the Cincinnatl

Boclety of ex-Army adnd Navy Ofcers and
the Pennsylvanin Resorve assoclation

The military order of the Loyal Leglon
of the United States was the first society

fﬂl’“lt'll '1_\' ofMeors |]li1’n|l",|[||3|' dischnrged
from the service. It was organized the day
after the assassination of President Lin
coln,

The suceess which attended the varlous
separate organizations brought into promi-
nence and mave renewed impetus to the
plan already inanugurated for the establish-
ment of one grand associntion, the mem
bership of which should include all hon-

A constitutfon and ritual was agroed
upon and a plan of organization adopied
The declaration of prindiples in the con
stitution, written by Adjutant General
Robert M. Woods, are of much histori
interest,

Seetlon 1. The soldiers of the volunteer
nrmy of the United Stotes, during the r
bellion of 1861-5, netunted by the impulse
and convictions of patriotism and of eternnl
right, and combined in the sirong bawds of

followship and unity by the tolls, the
dangers and the victorles of 4 long and
vigorously waged war, 1eel themselve
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orably discharged soldiers of the war of
1861-6. The early conceptlon of this
organlzation Is largely due to Major B, P.
Stephenson and Chaplain W, J, Rutledge,
who, a year before the close of the war,
commenced laylng plans for an organiza-
tlon of this character. The plan proposed
separate army posts of the Grand Army,
and on April 6, 1866, the first post of the
irand Army of the Republic was organ-
lzed at Decatur, 111,

called upon to declare in definite form of
words and  in determined co operative
nction, those principles and rules which
should gulde the earnest patriot, the en-
Hghtened freeman and the Christian clilzen
in his course of actlon; and to agroc upon
those plans and laws which should govern
them In & united and systematic working
method, with which, in some measure, shall

Origin of the Grand Army of the Republic

.

T R
Iabor and toil, 8o as to bBonoefie the desers
g and worlthy,

section 20 The results whilel are desdgmmd
to e accomplished by thie orgautzation ar
ne follows

L. The  preservation of ihose ki "
renteronnl  feehiogs whbih boave boutid Lo
U T wWithh the strong vords of  fove vk
Mivebion, the comrades oo oarm ol TN
byttt ICEes and marcha

. To mithe those tes avatlable in waorl
il results of  Kindiess ol [aver el
mmterind aid o those Jo necid ol assistatin
G To make provislon, where it 1 ot al
romdy done, for the sapport, cure amd oduen
tlog of soldivis ol e il for R ITE
madnteoanee of the widows  of doceasd
soldiors

I For the protectlon  aml e of
disabled  soldie whiet hr disnhlod Iry
wWouides, sickne vl age or mistorh wng

0. For the establishment and delense of
the late soldicey of the Unitied JH1E
morally, socinlly and politieally, with o view
o incaleate w proper appreciation of thel
services to the country, and to o recogm
tion of such services and clalms by the
Amurican poopls

The principal work of the st national
convention held o Indianapolis . Noveniber
20, 1866, wos the change of the title of 1L
vonstitution to “"Rules and Regubitbons,™ the
Nxing of reprosentition in natlonal encumg
ettty on the basis of one representalive
lurge for ewch Lo menbiers It also
proviided et depusrtmend el e

should be compor ed of ane delegate for evers

twenty - five micmbers of e everal post
theredn The following resolution was also
ndopted

“That tn our opinion oo man s worthy o
be n free eltizen of o free country whoa |
not willing to bear arms in s defense  and
we therefore suggesl (o congress the pas
spEe of o law making it the nexorable duts
of every citizen to defend bils countey o
time of peed dn person and oot by sub
stitute”

General Stephenson, the mljutant generad
presented a very nud interesting
nccount of the origin, purpose aad higtory
of the organization,

cone e

General John A Logan, although no
present, was  elected  commuander-in-ohlof
to succoed General Hurlbut aod a loog st
of distinguished men have sinee held this
post of honor,

The membership of the Grand Army of
the Republic bhas  gradually  Inercased,
reaching s maximum In 1890, when liws
membership was 400,480, From that time
the deaths have excecded the Inerease by
new members, the reported deaths during

the Inst nine years having beon 64,547 M
the last meeting in 1880 the membership
was only 287,051, The amount expended for
relief has somoetimes reached $300,0000 o o
wingle year

The approsching encampment at Chicago
August 26 to 30, will probably be one of
the largest and most Important in the
Wstory of the organlzation More than
10,000 invitations have been dssued amd e

be effected the preservation “of the grand . plles which have been recelved give mssi

rosults of the war, the frults of

lhl‘lr‘

anees of a4 most datingulshed attendnne

Greatest Organization of Its Kind in the World

By Major General Danlel B Sickles,

HE Grand Army of the Republic is
today the greatest organization of
Its kind in the world, With a mem-
bership of over 400,000, it repre-
sents the best  blood of a generation
that fought and suffered to make this country
the unit it Is today. The annual convoca=-
tlons held by this body are much more than
& meeting of old comrades for the purpose
of dwelling on the long past camp and battle
experiences; they are an illustration to the
younger generation of the fortitude and In-
domitable resolution that pervaded the north

at the owtbreak  of the  rebellion. The
spectaclie of old men, men broken by the
hardships of war, the lame, the halt, all

marching in parade, when a carriage would
feem to be of little enough assistance, Is a
feature of these convocations familinr to
all. It Is not the mere desire of appearing
on parade that causes these battered velerans
to tuke part In the march, but it is to show

thelr love and respect for the flag. They
have endured the privations of camp life,
they have seen their comrades, even thelr

brothers, shot down at their slde, they have
been wounded themselves All thils, and
more, have they done In the past for the
old fNag, and they have learned to love It
to the extent they have suffered. Thelr
fighting days are over, but their patriotism

lasts to the end. It |s for the honor and
glory of flag and country that they turn
out.

After a parade the dally papers record

niumerous deathg of veterang caused by the
exhaustion and  exposure of the march.
Long editorials are written deploring the
condition that Impels these men to over-
exert themselves, The Grand Army of the
Republic needs no sympathy. Many of |ts
members hiave died from the effects of the
parades In the past, and more will do so In
the future. It Is to be expected. Many a
man has taken part In what he knew to he
his last march, and many more have en-
dured n greater effort than that reguired in
the past to stand under fire. It |s right
for them to do so, and it Is the conviction of
every man In the organization that each
should take his part at all hazards. If their

end is hastened thereby It s unfortunate,
but it I8 the death of a soldler who has
fallen while following his flag. Nothlng
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could be grander. At whalever cost, the Grand
Army of the Republic will continue in the
future to perform what it conslders u sacred
duty, Just so loug as there is a single platoon
left allve to report for service,

As Jate ag 1875 I have seen the veterans
of the war of 1812 hold their fag-ralsings
alt the Hattery and at Fort George., Ol
men of 55 or 90 conducted these services
and the younger pgeneration of today is
destined to see the Grand Army of the
Republic, reduced to o mere handful, val
lantly following the with the
resolution as i I8 today

It has frequently been suggested  Chat
clties whose guests the veterans are should

Mag Bime

Bupply mesns of conveyanee, This would
be cheerfully done but for the almost
unanimous protest of the vetorans them-
selves, At the unveilling of Grant's tomhb
I commanded the Grand Army of the Re
public division of the parade and endeny
ored to provide means to Hghten the ex
tremely long mareh I was vpposed on all
sides, but finally thought that by hiring a
dozen steamboats and carryipg them part
of the way by water, with a short march
at the end, that I hud o plan they would
consent 1o follow But not they One
veleran voleed the opinion of the entjre
commition by tersely suying “General

we dlways followed Grant on the land and

We are not golng to take to the water on
this oceasion of wll others”  And with
frequent Intervals of rest they made thelr

long and arduous march

There should be a strong representation
of veterans at the Chicago convoeation in
Auigust Wi are always enthusiastically
rocelved In every city In the country, ex-
cept New York, We are the guests of the
city ut which our meciings are held and
with this one exception there 18 no stint
to our welcome. The people of New York
are pot less patriotic, but they are so
preoccupled In thelr rush for the dollar
that they have forgotten what these men
have done for them. In Philadelphia and
Chicago our visit 18 a signal for a general
holiday. Husiness ls suspended and peoplo
come In by thousands from the surrounnd
ing country In New York we are lost
Our convochtions would not excite ag much
comment as a dooline of half a doxen pointy
In the stock market,

The action of the New York militia au-
thorities In relogating the veterans 1o the
rear wias o great wrong., They should al
ways be the central flgure in whatever fune
tion they take purt and the stale troops
should net as an escort. The velerans huve
varned thelr position wt the  right o

line, and they should nlways be placed there
It 18 no diseredit for the state milithanan to

give the post of honor to the veleran. While
tho younger man hoas probably pot fought
for his country, there |8 not the slightest

doubt but that bhe slands rendy (o tepeat Lhe

herole acts of G300 ihis couniry but de
mands L of him Itesting sccure in The
popular falth in g willingness and abillity

let him act as an ormmmem
have done that which I
cilled upon o do

There 15 no marked talling off in the mem
Lership of our associnilon We are contin-
ually recrulting from velorins who are non-
members. This fact of itself shows the vi
tality of the organization, The ovident eom-
radeship and bond of unity existiing hetween
members of the order appeals slrongly to
the veteran who sces hils clrele of old frionds

hus

e who

not  heen

rapldly growlug smaller, and he eventually
turns to the Grand Army to seck the com
panionship he so much deshres. The camp

fives of hig post bring him Into Intimate gs
socintion with the veterans of his own town
and the annual convocations broaden his

quilntance and renew friendships of yours

ngo. Men who fought In the sione regimont
and have heard nothing of vach other for
yours are continually meeting oacl other

Some of these mectings are almost pathetic
particularly hetweon the older members, but
the convocation is alwuys a cause for general
rejolelnge If the only end attalned was the
satisfuction derived by the ve erans, its pur-
pose would be 4 suMclent reason for s ox

Istence,  Aslde from this, however Is the
Strong patriotlsm that lmbues the entire or

der, It I8 the keynole, the VOry essence ol
s existence, and it is o strong a8 In the
durk days of the rebelllon.

The time must come when we will slowly
fivle away. Thore will no longer be avill
able reerults to N1 up the steadily thinnlng
rinks, but Just as long as there Is a cor
poral’s guard left the Crand Army of
Republic will be found at its post

thie




