PlaI'IS Of the NeW Omaha High SChOOl Furnished by John Latenser, Architect

About thirty mechanics and Ilaborers are
now at work laying concrete foundations
for the new wing of the Omaha High
School. Before snow falls, It Ia expected |
the bullding will be reared to the top of .
the first story Contracts have heen let

for the brickwork and the cut stone work,

und a contranct 18 to be let in the nenr TI"
future for the stecl work of the first story

and the voters will be glven n chanoe hext

November to determine as to whother steol . =

or wood will be used for the contruction
of the upper floors and roof. Onoe of the

porspectives presentod shiows the wing
which It In proposaid to erect at_opnve, in
order to relleve the pressing need for more
rovm and provide a safe bullding for Lhe
ruplidly growing ligh Sclhioo) The view
whowing a monumental tower gives nn in
telligent Idea of the appearance of the on
thire bullding when it ghall have beon oom
pleted, probably severnl years honce

The matter of providing additional High
sehool factlities hoas been before this com
munity for the past twelve years. Every
Board of Education during that period has
laken #ome action in this direction amnd
up to the thme of the present board all
these efforis have come to naught. The
st efMorts were diFected towards extend
ing the old bullding to the south, and »
bond  proposition  was  submitted to the
people about ten years ago for the pur
pose of providing funds to carry out this
Idea, but the people of Omahn registered
nn emphatic objection, even at that carly
dny, to perpetunting the old buollding in
this monner, the bhond proposition being
defontod Shortly after this the bowrd
enpayed to erect soparate hulldings on the
High school grounds for the secommoda
tion of the pupils of the graded schools
This movement was defented by o perma
nent  Injunction based on the clalm that
the grounds had been dedicated for High
wehool purposes only. In 1801 bonds were
voted for the erection of the present
Centreal school ilding  to relleve  the
pressure upon the overflowing High school
Within five years the High school building _
was agaln overcrowded, and In 1898 bonds ; -. 1 3 PR

were voted to provide additional  High TS ghibd > 2 .“ s, '_z‘_;-__ il
sehool facllities, - : :

The bone of contentlon has nlways bheen

the double lllIFﬂ”l'lfl of [Il‘l'l'll'l'\'illﬂ the pres- OMAHA HIGIH SCUHOOL WHEN COMPLETED Joun Latenser, Architect
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ent bullding aud of aveldiog making any

riudical change in the topography of the ¥
grounds PLATE ONE,

The topograpliy of the High School WING OF NEW BUILDING AND OLD
grounds will be maintained, exeept at the HIGH SCHOOL CONNECTED

rear, as only the ground within the quad-
rangle made by the completed bullding will
necessitnte grading to accommodate  the
tower bullding and the copnecting arch-
wiys, Plan Noo 1, which appears on this
page, gives the reader some Jdew of what
it is proposed to do in the way of bullding
wt onee,  Directly to the east of the present
High =chool building will be  erected a
three-story stone structure connected with
the old building by coversd hallways on
cach floor.  When the crowded conditions

i
|

‘i minke It necessary to provide additional
| il \ room, o gouth wing o the pew  bullding
¥ muy be constructed without removing the
HHIRII . prosent old bullding, When It becomes

necessury Lo remove the old bullding, then
the entire new bullding may be fAnlshed,
a8 shown In plan No, 2,

The proposed new wing will be 200x75
feet and three stories high, The coms
pleted building will measure 2H0x225 feet,
three stories high and if the peaple de
sire I, fire-proof throughout Bullt of
stone and  highly orsbamented, with an
imposing tower risiug from the cenler, on
cne of the most pleturesque and highest

PLATE TWwo

BUILDING COMPLETE | points along the Missourl river, It cannot i
| help but be the pride of every Omaha —=1
i
. E—— = = — - P —— e —— S = TR Citlzen and enlist favorable comment from
—r—— PR — o E'ﬂ thousands of tourists who pass through
‘ . this metropolls every year.
i p There will be sixteen recitation rooms

in the proposed new wing, each one accom-
modating thirty pupils, In addition to
A i | » p these, two study rooms will be provided,
) ! . - o, - ] | dccommodating 250 pupils each, Bilologl-
val, chemical and physiological lbraries
nnd accessorles, also a Hbrary and read-

Ing room are arranged for. A gymnasium
15 provided for In the central extension,
o . ‘ o with separate dressing rooms, shower-baths
o : 2 T | 1 B : " : aud lockers for boys and girls,
S —— ' { Y
b4l L | \ L The imposing tower rising 200 feet above
; [’ | , | _. the foundation may be considered an inde
' . i : - pendent bullding; 1t s purely ornamental,
,. ” =l -I but must strike the reader as necessnry In
1# . order to complete the architectural effeot,
‘ | ' . Architect Latenser defends this feature of
. - = : . . - : " - ] - ! 1 the plans solely on the ground that Capl-
Ly, . e F . WA i o I 3 . : | tol ll!ll Is the only place for a tower In
. : _ . : 18 [ : f | o the ecity. On general principles he s op
posed to towers on schonl bulldinegs. but
conslders this an essential in thia particu-
Lir, to combine the (den of o school bulld- 4
Ing and a fitting monument to Nebraska
Seventy per cent of the children In Oma-
hi are today attending school in school
. bulldings made from plaps provided by
: v " ‘ 7 Architect Latensor The bulldings hereto-
: . ’ . fore erected under his supervision have
e recelved  wvery flattering commendation ‘
from educatlional and engineering journals
allke. The history of the past warrants
' the assumption that the plans of the new
! High school bullding, If carrled out as
s 2 : o M _ : - - Mr. Latenser would wish them, will pro
vide Omaha with an edifice second to none
WING NOW UNDER CONSBTRUCTION John Latenser, Architect in the citles of the United States,




