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THE 1ILLUSTRATED

Woman Workerss=~
Telephone Girl

To the thousands of Omaha citizens who
make use of the telephone as a dally, per-
haps hourly necessity, “Central™ s a dis-
embodied volee, low and well modulated,
Tempted by the sweethess of I1ts tone audace-
lous ones have even sought to 1ift the vell
aud behold the priestess only to meet with

business-like rebuff, for Central Is a busy
young woman and the eye and ear of the
chlef operator are keen, Not to lmply, of

course, that the audacloug one would meet
with better fortune if the rules were less
etrlet on the subject.

In the large exchange room of the tele-
phone bullding sit elght young women with
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deft fingers and quick care.  Thelr work
requires Intelligence and education and the
girls are above the average In dress and
bearing. Each operator cares for 100 num-
bers, each of which surmounts a tiny trap
door, When a patren makes a4 call a4 smajl
electele bulb glows and the trap door falls.
On a lower keyboard are columns of holes
coverlug every 'phone on the list, and Into
the number sought for the operator thrusts
the patron’s plug, 1f the line Is already In
use the operator I8 warned by a slight jar
In the trausmitter pressed to her ear and
she makes the stercotyped remark, “'Talk-
ing now."

In addition to the privates in the ranks
there are a number of young women who
have proved themsgelves worthy of greater

responsibilities. One of these I8 “No 2,
answerlng In everyday life to the name
of Mrs, M. J. Ford., "No. 2" Is a slender,

business-llke young woman and has been In
the service in various capaclities for ten
Yeurs, While she has no other ofMcelal
title than her number, Mrs. Ford s to all
purposes un nssistant to the manager
Duties of No. 2.
She works before a switchboard, as shown

in the photograph presented herewith, and
dues In addition a large amiunt of office
work., The switchboard Is connected with

the centrul exchaoge, the long distance ex-
change, the fire operator and every office
in the bullding. Inquiries of every sort
referring to the removal and setting up of
telephones come to her desk and ghe s
obliged to be thoroughly posted ae to the
pricea of desk telephones, long distance bat-

terles and ali soils of supplles snd ap-
pliances In additlon to her labors, as a
source of Information Mre. Ford carries a

heavy burden of routine business and finds
every hour of the day from § to 6 filled to
overflowing.

Another number with an Interesting per-
gonality behind It Is “901.," the long dis-
tance operator, who has under her charge
Ave of the most intelligent glrls In the
service, When a customer announces that
he wishes to speak to Willlmm White of
(ialeshurg the operator must know where
the city Is located and how to oblaln a wire
stralght to the desired destination,

Over the long distance wire a customer |s
churged by the minute and this time limn
hag been the source of much bitterness of
spirit on the part of patrons. The man at
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the ‘phone becomes engaged In conversation
and fails to realize the Night of the minutes
untll he confronted by his bl Then
there han usually been wrangling Fre-
quently also one girl looking at the clock
from a certain angle would give an entirely
different Interpretation to the time from
that of another operator differently located

This difficuity has now been done away
with by the “caleculagraph,” a clever
viee which registers minutes and seconds.
When a patron begins a conversation the

Is

de-

operator stamps the knob governing the ma-
chine and the exact second of the occurrence
conversation

I8 reglstered When the Is

NO. 2—~Photo by Louis R, Bostwick.

concluded the machine once more announces
the time of day and any dissatisfled patron
is confronted by the testimony of typewrit-
ten figures—which never lle.

Fire and FPolice Operator.

""No. fire and police operator, la also
o young woman of many cares and responsi-
bilities, “In case of fire, call 37" Is the
flaming notice posted on every telephone in
the city. When the location of the fire Is
announced, 37 presses a lever which sounds
a gong in every fire house In the city. At
the same instant the bars confining the
horses are dropped by an electric connec-
tion and every anlmal springs to his place,
The captaln or lleutenant at each house hur
ries to his telephone and 37 announces the
location several times In succession, If
the fire is within his territory the captain
shouts to his men and they are up and away.
Under the old system of exclusive box
alarms It was necessary to wait until the
slgnal had been sounded on the gong, with
a consequent loss of probably thirty seconds

The emergency calls, however, make up
the smaullest part of 37°s duties. Every hour,
In the central districts every half hour, the
elghty members of the police and detective
forces call in for Instructions from all oves
the olty If property hus lost or &«
erlme commitied it js 47's duty to glve ont
the descriptions as read to her by the desk
sergeant 4t the police station. Within sixuy
minutes, at an outside estimate, therefor,
every putrolman on the force comes into
any information which the captain in charge
may wish him to meke use of, If o patrol
man falls to call in at the proper time, pr
ticularly st night, the operator al once noti-
fles the statlon and detectives are sent
his Leat to ascertiln he has
with acciden
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Comfort of Employes Provided Faor.

For the benefit of the young women em-
ployes the telephone management has pro

vided every facility for comfort apd gool
health It I8 necessary that the windows
should be located high above the floor to

lovk out the rumble of passing trucks and
vlectrie fans are largely relied upon for ven
tilation. Every girl comes under the grate-
ful influence of these atmospherie disturh.-
ors and there s never a lack of cooling air
currenis. At the lunch hour most of the

girls open the baskets brought from home
and spread them upon the long table in a
cool room equipped for the purpose, There
s an attendant who prepares ten and any
gmall dish may be warmed al a moment
notice. There are also toilet and  bath
rooma with plenty of hot and cold wWater
for those who wish to avall themselves of
the bath facilities

The hours of Iabor range between clght
and nine, with n shifting scale, In order
thiat the less desirable Ctreleks” mny be ap
portioned anmong all alike The tull forcee
remauins on duty until 5 or 6 o'cloek o the
evening when the grentor poriion goes
home, the number dwindling rapudly until
midnight, when only a half dozen are Jeft
to attend 1o the wants of those who slovg
not

While there s litile leisure for the tele
phone operator, her work would not be con

gldered exhausting and has many pleasant
features. There are occatlons, however
election nights and periods of exeltement
when the public to rely upon th
operator as a divinity who knows all things
People enll her up to ask the time of
or to inquire whether It o raln
Two weeks when It was announced in
wholosale circles that a large jobbing house
had declded to locate In Omaha, the fuct
was celebrated by o general blowing  of
whistles. The public had no warning of the
news and every man rushed to his telephone
Almost every one of the 2,700 trap doors on
the long keyboard dropped and the opera
tors were hopelessly swamped for an hour
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Told Out of Court

A little Jowa girl was bitten by a dog
al which she had thrown sticks and s.ones
@ few months before and this was pleaded
In extenuation of damages, but the court
lnid down the doctrine that a “dog lhas
o right to brood over its wrongs and ri
member o mallee,"

A newspaper llem says the following s

. Wwill as it appears on the surrogile's
record and published in the Syracuse (N
Y.} Herald:

“"CICERO, August the 26, 18011 here

By Draw up a Coppy of a wiil in cace of

axident or death. | beguate the mworgage on

My VFarm held by Richard Doyle to my
wife, Mary Murphy, also the Mopey in
Bank Sined, TIMOTHY MUHRPHY

“And 1 Bequate 20 Dollars per year from
the incum of the farm Lo pay the det on
the church until the church is PPaid For.

T. MURPHY.

“And 1 bequate 10 Dollars to 8t Joseph
sovlety, New York, to have my bame in
the soclety and 1 beguate 20 Dollars to Alltes

Bauder and to put a suliable moniument
on my grave Sined,
TIMOTHY MURPHY.”
The two last clauses were not held valid

becuuse not slguned in the presence of wit-
fe s5es.

A Maori chief who lost £40 through a
white storekeeper golng tnrough the bauk
ruptey court has glven the followlog lucid
cxposition of this particular brunch of
British  Jurlsprudence: “The pakeha
(white man) who wants (o become pak-
arapu (Insolvent) goes luto business and
gots lots of goods and does not pay for

them. He then gets all the mopey he cun
together, say L2000, and puls all of it
except £5i away where no one can fiod it
With the £5 he goes to a Jjudge of the
court and tells him he wants to become
pakurapu. The judge then calls all the
lawyers together, llkewlse all the men 1o

whom the pekehn owes money and he says:
"This man is pakaranpu, but he wishes to
give you all that he has got and so he
hae asked me to divide this £5 nmong you
ull,' The judge thercupon gives the law
yers £4 and the remaining £1 to the
other men. Then the pekeha goes home.'”

*
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Chinese Policemen=~
Thirty Thousandin Pekin

I vostume a Chinese '|'Il|: otnn | 11
thing between v ocireus clown aud & Too
ball player His brevohes re galwonss Duagegs
ml very woell  wadded  so T \ v
wonder how e gets ground in  th
particularly whoen, as s often tha wie,
woears oo ocont, also thiek amd ol Y, ¢nin
ing well below the knees Piark bl e
prevatling color, set off and acvoented with
batds and facings of lighter Dlue, red, gres
maroon amd brown, but nesver yeliow 't
in the saered or roval Buae, permdited 1o no
bodly betlow the rank of w vievroy

In the treity ports, thiat & o W, o
open W Torvign  intluvnee and commeres,
the pollee Toree b orgely ety up of Bikh
froomm northern odia he ronson, perhaps
Is thar tha LB (] FITRET themsidvi Y AW
ersentindly unwarlike, they have o prover)

levils are o withess  th review or th
Pl Fhe weapons are curfous looking,
it wicked the  extreme the thres
wiliedd mpenrs they all carey o particulny
i ke Jogeed and ghastly  wotmid et
the 20000 within the wall Pekin maintaln
forvee of 14000 with whivh rest bt
ity i the outer ity hey wre urpdes
immand of the same geoeral officer amd
povierned by the same poegulat lons e
thete nre varintion A Erom bl i
efiees of sitaation Men and offtoers alike
urpdsh thely own uniforims, but are arnied
i the state and recelve o monthily rive al
lowance o mldition 1o thelr  pay Tl
hiel gets o Cale saliey, Dol the men gl
subordionte ofMleers are mengerly pakd N
withetanding, they make amd save money
enouigh to retire after moderate ternm of

Aot My P Crat dad oGy TTTRL TR Mim Urstiln Yards
threatl vrandmother, Mrs thragiiln Smith
Girent  Cireat Girandmet beer, Mp Hannah Lanh Empe Mmmnn
By, Huth Cranidal
PICTURE OF FIVE GENERATIONS RESIDING AT RIVERTON, s, 'hoto by J. ¥
Laewlis., .

to the effect thst no good tan s ever a8 gervies Infucnee o the shape of vold
soldier.”  As men in the pay of the Chinese cnsh stards the prisoner’s friend in Chinn
government, whether natives or not, they even more than anys here else o the world
have taken an active part in the present In fact, but for the “prescnts’ the force s
troubles in China, alloweldl  to sguesgee ol of  ntives  and

The polive raunk oMelally as gendarimerie. foreigners alike, there might be diMeulty
In Pelin the head of them is always & jn getting men for the service, even though
Matchu,  Pollecemen must be plentior than jomanity b8 cheaper  than diet-cheap  wll
bluwokbe epies o the Chinese capltal The pver the Celestial emplre
gnered or bmperinl willed ety keeps  be

twoen 10,000 and 20,000 of them.  This A Memorandum

willedl elty I8 two miles sguare, with two
great gantes oo oeach widl-face, hall & mihk Petroit Journal: Belog afMicted with an
from the corners, amd o mile from each jpgrowing oall uypon his great Loe, Eocrales
other.  Broad streets streteh stralght from  cousulted the Delphle oracle,
one (o another, thus cutling the space in “Cul & V o the edge of the pmd!™ said
side into o blg nine-block Mollce stations {he oracle.
are scattercd all aloog the nine  squares, “ut,’” sald Socrates, who was nothing,
especially wround their outer edges, which pot disputatious, "“there I8 no V in the
fuce upon the passway instde the wall, Toe Greck alphabet!”
head of the police has charge of all the  The gracle percelved 118 faux pas at onoe,
city gates,  They are nine In nomber

glnee the side next the palaece proper has an
extra gate in the exact middle of the two-
mille wall Policemen in this, the Tartar
city, belong 1o what s known as the Eight
H.‘lulu r corps, 'l‘ll- ¥ do not CUrry arms, na
even 0 much as the of o elvilized
officer, but keep swords, spears, guns and
cutlasses in racks at the stations ad make
i rush for them when they hear the signal
gun This Is fired officer whos
specinl charge i s orders
I in his own Judgment it s necessary,
penalty for frving It oar the
severe-—it may degradation
ment, or shinply strangulation
Upon parades ana reviews the polleemen
are adways armed, especinlly If forelgn
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wnd wis wuch nettled, hotly accusing So
ribes  of dellberately trying (o miake a
monkey aof |r.

Plants that Reason

In order to find the true answer to this
guestion o daughter of o prominent Mexl-
can planter trled the following experiment;
This young woman drove & nail in the wall
some distance from the tendril of o worn-
ing glory plant. The tendril began at once
o grow toward the pail. The nall was
shiftedd;  the tendril shifted ity course.
Finally & vcord was hung up to tempt the
terdril and it shifted its course toward
the cord and left the nall which It had
five times perslsted In following
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THEY CARRY ON FARADE.




