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Competent judges believe that campalign
Itg In North China by European and Amer-
lcan troopz will lonvolve greawter hardships
thun Oceldental troops have ever been ealled
lpon to endure

The enrly part of the summer about Pekin
I= usually dry and hot, and the last eight
or ten weeks have proved no exception to
the general ruls But, begloning about the
tilddle of July, torrentinl ralog, which flood
the entire plain about China's capital and
ill but stop the traMe across it, generally
prevall for a short season.  This period of
heavy raflus 18 accompanied by high winds
which somethmes are vory destructive, while
along the coast denwe fogs are the rule, the
atmosphere being heavily charged with hu-
midity

The entrunce to the Gulf of Pelchill les
through the narrow straits betwoeen Chifa
ntd Fore Arthur, which are thickly studded
with rocky Islands, a veritable gravevird
of shipping, In proportion to the tonnage
passing through there gre more vesgels lost
In these stralts than o any other shmilar
wWikters in the world, and if the trouble in
Chinn Is not guickly quelled miny other
wiar ships and transports Lesides the Ore
gon will come to grief in these troacherous
wiler

Even those that pass the dangerous stralis
and anchor at Taku will not be much safer,
for there Is no harbor there: nothing bul
the open sea.  The coast 18 low and the mud
Mats, which extend for miles, make land-
Ing almost impossible.  The tides are*high
and should the autumn winds he as severs
a8 they are nearly every year, more than
one of the foreign vessels will Aind itg 1ast
resting place on the mud flats of Taku.

A Vast Marsh,

From Taku to Tien Tein the country Is a
vast marsh, which the natives have at-
tempted  to render fit for cultivation by
diaining 0 with numerous ditches, but ns
the river Is easily navigable to Tlen Tsin
by the gunboats of lghter draught thoe
troops will likely be taken to that point
for disembarking It would be folly foi
theam 1o land ot Taku and attempt to go b
rallroad to Tien Tsin, owing to the duanwe
of the rafls being torn up.  And, though
the digtance is only twenty-seven miles,

It would bhe madness to try to march ov
the territory, for it is well nlgh impasgsnble
becatise of its marshy nature and | s laby
rinth of ditches, .

It is unfortunate in the extreme that the
rellef force under Admiral Seymour was
forced to turn back from its attempt to
rinch Pekin. In thelr early sgtages Ohines:
uprisings rarely include any very largo
proportion af the population, there belng
nlways many who walt to see whether a
demonstration shows slgns of being suc
cessful before taking sides; the turning
back of the relief force has undoubtedly
resulted in a great addition to the Boxer
forces and this wlll render the ultimate
rellef of Pekin much more difficult. Then.
ton, the Chinaman (s a fatalist and a pre-
destinatariaon of the most pronounced type.
Belng led In such movements by fanatles
wha clnim to have rendered themselves
Immortal and to be able to extend the same
Immunity from death and wounds to thelr
followers, they fight with the greatest bra-
very and desperation ns long as they ap-
pear to be winning, and there could, of
course, be no greater proof of the eMeacy
of their charms and Incantatlons than thelr
Ruccess In turning back the rellef force
Many who have been doubtful about the
outcome of this uprising will now feel
entisfled, therefore, that it Is really the
gEreat movement which has long been ex
pected to sweep the forelgn devlls into the
sen

For thls reason the troops which lead
in the new movement toward Pekin may
expect to encounter some of the flercoest
and maoast desperate oppositlon Buropean
forces have ever encountered.

But the Chinaman is quitk to see when
the tide Is golng agalnst him: he s al-
waye looking for some &lgn or omen {n-
Aleatlve of the fuvor or distavor of the
gentl When he sibes a few of his “im-
mortal™ leaders lald out ecold he qulckly
lodes fulth In the charms on which hils
own safety depends and acts on that an
clent Chinese proverb which duplloates the
Oceilental saying: “"He who fights and
runs away may Hve to fight another day.*
When this spirit once pos #4 0 Chinege
army you coull not get 10,000 of them to
stand agninst 100 white men.

Must He Got “On the Ruan.*

Heve 1s where great loss 18 1ikely to re-
sult from the exercise of too great ecautlon,
A Chinese army, once in retreat, oan bhe
pursued with perfect safety, it only it is
closely  followed In faet, as Jeaders In
Fetreat, the Mongollans are In a class by
themselves and It s only when the pursuit
Is 8o long delnyed that they discover some
new omen or charm on which to pin thelt
faith that they can be persuaded to mane
another stand, The rellef foree under Al
miral Beymour made the characteristie Brit-
Ish mistake of taking the hardest way
The system of frontal attacks which proved
g0 disastrous in South Africa was stralgh'-
wiy repeated hefore Pekin The country
west of the Pel Ho I8 full of swift and
treacherous streams and the whole plain Is
a big swamp. It would be almost |shpossi
ble to march acroks It without opposition
yet the relief force started out acroses It
over the rallrond, whose destruction was

known to be one of the maln objectives
of the hosiiles,

It was preposterous to suppose that 2,000
men could protect eighly miles of rallroad
running through nn unfriendly population of
S O000,000 or 10,000,000, so when the relief
forves reached Linng Fang, half way be
tween Pekin and Tien Tsin, they found th
riliroud destroyed ahead of them, their

mmunieation cut In thelr rear and them
solves literally smothered in the mass of
poople about them. The Chinese cart rond
from Tien Tsin to Pekin follows the western
hank of the Pel Ho until a short distance
below Tung Chow, where it turne west to
the capltal, The proper route for the rellef
force to have taken wong to go by boats up
the river to Tung Chow Disembarking
there they would only have had to march
twelve miles west over easy ground to reach

Pekin

IT, however, the opposition wak (oo sirong
or the flghting too severe to make the at
tempt in boats, then the forceg should have
mnreied up the ot bank of the river, along
yhleh a low but continuous watershed runs
thus for the whole march they would have
had the river between them and the Hoxers
vho were busy tearing up the rallroad

Chinn's ilnd Water,

The relieving force suffered from lack of
witter, and this 8 cne of the greatest dan-
gers to be encountered In campalgning in
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China. The country has been so thickly
populated for so many centuries that It is
one vast graveyard, and the groves are not
made by Interment, but by setting the cofMn
on the ground and heaplng the earth up
around it. Then, too, thers I8 no system of
sewernge or dralnage, except Into cesspools,
which often stand almost alongside the wells
that supply the various communitieé. The
witer, therefore, Is always reeking with the
germs of typhus, typhold and that fearful
Orlental dyvsontery that makes lving skel
tong out of the strongest men In a few
weeks., The Chinese only mannge to escape
these epidemics by bolling all thelr water
and drinkieg It hot, and the troops cam-
palgning In Chinan must follow this sama
plan, unpalatable though the water may
tiuste when s0 treated, or they will Tose 100
by the dread disease mentloned for every
man that 1% lost In fighting

Quarantine s unknown in Chioa, and It Is
vommon to s&e men all bhroken out with
smallpox  Iying along the streets, The
Chinese regard smallpox much as we d
chickenpox, as something  that everyhody
must have; In fact, among them, measles 15
much more fenrod

The troops moving in Ching st this season
will find the country full of the finest gar-
tene and many will doubtless yleld to the
tlemptation to sample the numerous groens
and vegetables, but let them bheware, for the
method of fertilizing the fields and gardens
is such that all green things are polsoned
with the same germs that tuint the waters
As A rule vegotables and frulte are safe to
eat in China after they have been thor
ulla.!h|\- |m-k|"l

It will be particularly trylog on troops
who have heen serving In Cuba. the Phil-
Ippines or India to be transferred at this
thme to North China The ralny seaszon s
over hy the last of Aukust and the falis
and winlers are dry and cold, while freguent
storms of wind sweep the plaln and ralse
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such elouds of sand and dust that traflo
Is stopped. These sand storms have played
o unimportant part In  the history of
Ching. Both the Mongols and the Manchus,
belng northern men  and  acceustomed  to
them, have reaped great advantage from
them, more than once successfully attack-
ing the southern Chinese while the storms
were in progress; the ulilu:hlu sand and
gravel  of  the storms demoralizing the
southerners utterly.
Winter In North Chinn.

Frose comes about the middle of October
and about the last of November tho steady
cold sets In and freezes up the river, which
sty closed until the last of February or
the middle of March, There are no snows
to amount to anything, a few flurrles, per-
haps, which amount to six Inches, sav, In o
whole winter. The mean temperature for
the winter months Is pot much over twenly
degrees It seldom warms up enough to
thaw, while It frequently drops (o near
Zoro, so Ahe men will need generous sup
plivs of warm clothing and bedding.

Most of the troops now golng to North
Chivan will doubtless have to winter there,
for it Is unlikely that gulet will be pestored
before the clusing of the river In November
and after that it will be lmpossible for them
to leave the country hefore spring. The
wintering of such forces about Pekin will
be & diMicult problem, for there are no de-
cent camping places about the elty., They
might be placed on the top of the city wall,
which Is fifty or sixty feet wide and well
paved, but to keep the troops in the olty
would only be to lrritate the people and en-
danger the health of the men, In the hills
about ten miles north and about Afteen miles
west of the city, however, there are ex-
tenslve temples which are used a8 summer
resorts and stopplng  places for pllgrims
and these structures would make excellent
quarters for the troops. There, too, are
magnificent springs which would furnish
an ample supply of the best water and the
conl mines at the foot of the hills would
kive plenty of fuel. A short milltary rond
across the plaln would place them in close
touch with the capltal.

So little Interest has been taken in China
by this country that an adeguate map of
It I8 pot to be found in the United States
Even the War department has no map of
villue and has been at o loss to know what
provision to make for our troops that were
helng sent there. It i% amusing to real
that the transport Port Albert  carried
100 mules to Tuku, when north China's
mules are probably the largest and most
plentiful to be found In the world,

Much of the hostility toward forolgners
thit hos been displaved In the present out.
Lireak has been due 10 the harshnees of the
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forelgners In dealing with the Chinese, pur-
the Germnns
unless  grout
I shown toward the non-combatants the o

Bot BAVIReS,
ians, and, while their cugtoms and mannerns
may seem pecullar Lo us,
membered thit they have been In force for
miuny centuries longer than ours have pr

and superstitions of clegnliness and ot one of thele Jolnt dis-
thelr graves
shrince gt Inviclate. Firmness with a dus
conslderation
view whil guickly restore peace
niess and Injustice will simply

that will light up the whole world

Bunch of Short Stories

York with but few
abourd, relates Collier's Weekly
had Just cast off when a stout gentlemuan
with & very red face rushed down the pler

stick shouted
buck her quick.

leaving New

captain! put back
i largoe party wanls Lo go.”

flunlly shouted from the pllot house:
largo Is the party
Then he yelled back “Hetween sixty and
As soon as Lhe capiain heaurd this number
he lnstantly ordersd
made fasl agoin.
across the guang plank, and pleking out a
himself with
captain and his
crew walted for the parly to arrive
wiilting five minutes and more the captain

the steamer back

tleman and asked:
“"Where's your

p 6L today, sirtt

The captain's Tuce grew redder even than
the passenger’s as he furlously rang the bell
stenm ahead,

‘horny -handed

I don't think of 0 rac
ture which took pluee
Oof yeurs ago bhetween |

for the leghsli

descendant of
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young man, very progressive amd o guick of
mind, while Hoone was well along In yeare,
sliow of thought mnd action, sl especially
prowd of the fact that he wis & represonia
tive of the farmers, So zendous wan he dn
thin regard that he earrled It to the excess
of almost toral abstinence from waler fon
wishing purpeees, and he  would 1ot Wi
hands and face go anwashed for sgevoral
iy ab & thime

“Siuart was guite the reverse io his (deos

cussions e gave his opponent o hlow  that
foirly knocked him out. Hoone wos mak
Ing his reguloar speceh, aud ot the proper
place in It he referred to the matier of his
relation to the tolling masses

UMy Irlends,” e sabd, holdisgg up o pale
of hands that looked as if they hadn't boen
woshed In o week, "to el you siee Tor your
selves that 1 am o horny -handed son of tell

ask vou to ook at these bhands, and.”
turning to Btuart, I would ssk my pale
fiucod young friend from the ety swhat he
thinks of them?

Stunrt was on his Teet in o minute

"o not desire to cmbarenss my dis

JHnguished opponent, ndivs and gen 1omen

he sald with a bow, ‘but 1 would say that 1
think they need soap and water'

It was such an apparent epse that the
crowd took hold ol once with a shout and
Hoone was completely  floored, and later
Btunrt wus elected,”

.

Villal Btevenson Is o better demo orat even
than he Is o story teller, though in the Jat
ter role he comos gecomd o bt fow Mot
bers of the lowp State Bar association re
enll with plensure Mr. Btevenson's appear
unee ol o banguet given by that organlzn
ton in Bloux City st yoor The nomines
for wice presldent was ot the time stog
phog there at the home of his sieter, Mra
E. 8 MeCaughey He wis Invitod to at-
tend the Banguet and was quoite the lHon
nt the feast, ot which no wine woas servisd
wil when he wos ealled dpon by James O
Crosby of Garnavillo, la, president of the
uEsocintion and toastmester for the oeei

lon, he arose and romarked that, fnasimuach

as ho was ot prepared 1o make a specch,
hes would tell & story The story was
nhout o man who wenl 1o o small prohibd

thon town in the state of Moatne, and while
there was selzed with o great, sbiding thirst
for whisky. There belng no ealoons, he
tried o arug store There he wasr told he
coulid get whisky ouly on the preseription of
a physiclan He called upon a doctor, who
refused to glve him o preseription hecainsoe
he could Mnd nothing aboul his constitution

that wos wrong
“Waoll, what sm 1 golbg a8 do dabout it

dee?" lnquired the thi Vo In tones of
ilesperat ion He would have heon willing
to contract the smullpoax for the tagle of
bit of hot stuff ot Just tha! mons

The doctor was o gocd-natured re of
fellow and In w wike sort o tone e dropped
the suggestion that thers wis n nest of
snnkes pot more than o mile sod o half from
lown If he could miannge to el biL by
snake he would have to have whisky as an
antidote and the doctor would moake out L
prreseription The man with a thirst wos
overjoyed and started off to the snake cavi
An hour and a half later he retgroaed, tirol
duety nid digeansolinta

“Wall, did vau do as 1 Lokl i Il e
the doctor,

"My dear sie,” replicd the man with th
thiest, I ealled an th T b bt diseny
ored that every one of them had thelr bites
enghged for slx mont! thend, 1 quit*

Inopportune Question

Chicago BEvening Pogl Will you minery
LA " I||' -"i-' I

She looked nt Wim repreoaehlplly

Here um 1, going away for the sumimer
he walid, “golng to the seashore agd the

mountpins, widd you would ask me o th
mysell up ot the bheginnling I whall
ghnd to become engnged tao you W my e
turn, but—did you ever see an eneiged glrl
AL wumimer resort with hor flunece boack In
the clty? You shouldn't ask too grent s
sacriflee




