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Two natty afficers stepped te the prow of
n Rusaian gunboat, that was white and trim
ax & bride, and Axed thelr glossea keenly
on the calgue,

“Curse you'!" growled
voluntarlly opening his hand,
sign of an Imprecation,

“8t. Nicholas strike you blind! TLook all
you will, and again 1’11 cheat you.™ |

But the time had come to tack, and he|
nliouted the order to the sallors. The con- |
venlent canvas was shifted, the helm wae|
put over. and the ecalque bore straight for
the narrow mouth of the harbor

A great sall wan thrown out on elther glle
of the ealque, ke a palr of wings, The
vossel turned Its henk to the asouth and
swooped down the wind llke a hawk. The
thres young men stood with thelr feot apart
now, thelr logs of equal length, .

A sudden lurch of the ship threw the
Amerlean against the man at his side.

“I heg your pardon,'” he sald, “or per-
haps you do not speak Engllsh?*

"“Oh, yes,” replied the person addressed;
"not perfectly, but sufclently to make my-
sclf understood. Permit me to introduce
myxelf,.”

Producing a large leathern pockethook, he
extracted from its recesses n card.  The
hand that preeented the hit of pasteboard

the eapinin, In-
the Greok

was large, pink and well groomed. The
American read:
Poter Lindhohm,
Lieutenant de Cavalerle,
Ldeutenant Lindbohm read on the card

which he recelved In return,
Mr. John Curtis,

“I am happy to meet you, Mr. Curtis,”
#ald the lHeutenant, politely Hftng his straw
hat and then drawing it down over his ears
with both hands. The hut was eecured to
the buttonhole by means of a shoe stting,
and had a startling habit of leaping to the
eud of ita tether every few moments.

“And I you, lHeutenant, replled Curtle,
beartlly, extending his hand.

“You are golng to Crate?"

No, to Calro,” Inughed the leutenant.

“Oh, we're all onto the secret, or we
wouldn't be here. And I'm mighty glad
there's somehody golng along who can speak
Eoglish. 1 hope we'll be good friends, and
I don’t ase why we shouldn’'t be, I'm sure
1I'm just out of colloge—Harvard, you know
~~und the governor told me to take a trip
sround the world. He belleves 1n o year of
travel (o kind o' complete and round out
& man's education.'

“I find (t an excellent (dea,' sald the Jleu-
tenant, grubbing for his hat, that a sudden
puft of wind had sawept from his head.

“len’t 4t? Ia Jolly. Well, I'm golng
to suprike the governor. U'm golng to wrlte
n hook—sort of prose, “Chllde Harold ™ 1
wish I had the kouck to do It In veree, |
thought this Cretan business would make a
Eveat chapter, so 1 went stralght to the
prosldent of the commitiee and told him I
would write the struggle up from a Chtls-
Uian standpoint. Nice old fellow. Sald he
mwould do anything for san American, and |
Put me outo this mnap I ought to find |
Fome good muterial down there. 1I'm gmind
the governor can’t hear of this thing 1l |
Bt ready to tell him.

“Thut &, the governor of New York?"
meked Lthe leutenant

“No. Hn. ha, hn! My
Pan—my father, you know.

“Ah. 1 beg pardon.  You will ses that 1
Bo not know the English o wel),"

rovernoar—my ol

thngent to Crete from the Puck-llke clrele
that he was putting around the earth ho

| acted under the Impulse of youth and (is

aver present enthusiasm. He arrived  at
Athens In the midst of tremendous popular
exoltement, Grent throngs wore gathering
dally In front of the king's palace, waving
hanners and throwing thelr hats in the alr.
Curtls could see It all plainly from the hal-
cony of his hotel onm Constitution squire
Oceaslonnlly some member of the throag
would mount the marble steps and, throwing
his arms wildly about, begin to speak; hut
the speech wis always drowned in a hoarae
gt

Curtis at first could not undsratand n word
thit was sald, but he felt himself selzed
with & growing excitement. 1f he started
tor the Aecropolis or the Garden of Plato he
forgot hia intention and found himself run-
ning, he kneéw not where, and lohging to
ghout, he knew not what; for as his ears
became acoustomed to the sound he ob-
gerved that the whole city wos shouting the
game words over and over agaln,

John Curtls tonherited from his father a
strang will and the sort of courage thit
grows with the danger which requires it
He had also, as we shall see loter, inherited

a regulating strain of Yankee caution. His
mind was llke a pendulum, caution taking
the place of the attraction of gravity. Juat

at the moment when It reached the Dighest
point of oscillation there was an ever pres-
ent force walting to pull it the other way.
But at present he was only 22 and the strug-
gle between New England prudence and
youthiful enthusiasm had not yet bLeen de-
cliled,

Besides, his mother had bestowed upon his
nature a tinge of romanticlsm and that im-
pulsivensss which sometimes becomes rash-
ness fn a man. He was rather short in
stature, with a thivk neck, long arms and
slnewy hands, His closely cropped halr was
dark brown and his mustache was more of &
promise than a fulflliment. There was a
healthy color in hix boyish check, neither
ruddy nor pale. The fact s that John Curtls

had been an all-around athlete at college,
whose fame will last for many a day.
A# he etood mow upon the deck of the

ocalque he looked every inch the thing that
he was, # wholesome, healthy-minded
Amerlean youth—celear grit, muscle and self-
rollance. He wore an Eanglish yachting cap
wnd n heavy new ulster. Suspended from
Eis shoulder by u strap hung o camera,
Some one ejaculated a long-drawn-oul
“Ah!"—a mingled slgh of wonder, joy and
admiration, followed by a chorus of “Ahs!"'
and a shout of “There whe comes.” Curtis
nnd Lindbohm sprang to thelr feot and
looked around An uncouth satlor, with
shaggy capote thrown over hig left gshoulder,
was pointing with ontstretched arm at the
rising moon, The entire crow was gazing at
6 great golden Hae that was slowly sliding

into view from behind a mountaln. A long
triall of light fell athwart the calgue and
geemod to pave the way (o a group of
shidowy 1slands, now dimly vigible. They
were silling across a golden road, through
n shower of impalpable gold dust.  Higher

anid higher rose the glorious sphere, until
merely iis edge rested on the mountaln top;
there It clung for & moment and then swung
loose Into the starry sky. In the my#lic, un.
earthly glow the faces of the rough snilors
were Wdealized.  They looked at each other
in silent wonder. Curtls ypartook of the
awe, the Joy He felt an though he were in

“"You hava glven me vour confidence,” he | 0 grand tomple wnd the goddess hud revosled
sald, 1 will glve yvou mine, though there | Roerdelf. nud so did these poor descendanis
Is not much 1o tell. 1 am o soldler by pro- ! of snelent Greece, though they knew It not
fesslon. 1 wis down among the HWoers when | The American had seen the moon tue Delore
3§ heard of this trouble in Crets I Had  in Greece, but pever on the gon and never In
Boped for war there. 1 was ales at Ma- | Lthe soolety of gEenuine, unspolled chitdren of
Juby hill, vou mee, wnd President Kruger ! the colintry, It was k revelation i hirth of
knows me. Bit the English will not at- glory, n miracle
Quok now, w0 | decided to 4 moment. 1 yust For several days the “Holy Muary,"” nas
—
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patfons rattled about In the narrow rtmm]
like peas In a fool's gourd. Every few |
moments water slopped and sputtered on the
deck and brine dripped down through the
thin hateches, When Curtis heard the spray
patter over the plinks he thought of the
rats that used to run over the garret floor
of a farmhouse where he somellmen slept
when in Ameriea, The Swode produced onm
of those Ineffable clgara that ooe buys In
Italy by the meter, broke off a couple of
Inches and offered the stick to his com-
panions, who refused. Soon a smell re-
sembling burning goat's halr filled the cabin.
“Ah.” sighed Lindbohm, “what a comfort
Is tobacco!""

Poor Michall collapsed
sensickness,

Curtls, gnashing his teeth and declaring
that he would not yield, scrambled up the
lndder and butted the hatchea open with his
head, The most Incongruous 1deas kept run-
ning through hle brain, slck ag he was. As
he sprawled out upon the deck and the two
trap doors fell behind him with a slam he
thought of a Jack-in-the-box that had been
glven him en his fourth Christmas, Curtls
rose cautiously erect and threw himself at
the nearest mast, It was not ralning, but
occasional falnt electrie flashes revealed a
lurid world full of inky waves.

“There's no dunger ot all in this sort of
thing,” he muttered, “if these beggars un-
derstand their business.'

After another twenty minutes a sstlor
brought a lantern from the eabin and hung
It to & hook on the rforward mast. For aver
an lhour thers had been no ghining and
now & sudden flash hissed and died as
though one had attempted to light a match
In a gusty room. There was but a moment
of light, but that wae enouigh, There, a
quarter of s mile dlstant, extended beckon-
Ingly and fovitingly toward tha litltle vessel,
wore the arms of & narrow bay, and down
the shore, perhaps a mile away, n gunbost
stole stealthily and slowly along.

To the left & strelch of coast, perhaps
two miles in longth, ended suddenly jo o
towering oliff. By turning they waould have
the wind squure In the salls and would be
making straight for the promontory. Thin
expedient evidently occurred to the captain,
who knew avery inch of the Cretan coast as
well us the deck of hls own calque, for he
Ingtantly gave the necessary ormers.

“It would never have done to pul Inte the
hay.'" observed Lindbohm, “they would have
us lke rats in a trap. That's one of the
blockading equadron. Thay're looking for
yust such people ps we nre,’”

“Phey haven't secen ul, glory to God!™
orled Michall.

The thres passengers had crowded about
the oaptiln, who stood at the tiller. The
ealque wis now skipping from crest to orest
like a fiying fsh.

“Yo Bt Nicholus and the Virgin 1 give
equal pralse,’” devoutly responded the cap-
tiln,

The words were hurdly out »f s mouth
before the gunboat began o whip the #en

in & spasm of

with its searchlight, Up into the clouds
shot the spreading lash, ag though splte-
fully wielded by a glant arm, and then,
vwhizg” 1t #truck the waters where the

calgue had been five minutes hefore,
SKatarra!' erled the crew in chorus, roll-
ing the “rs.'" Katarrn is the best substitule
in the world for a good English “damn,”
whivh 18 exactly what It means.

W hat orders is he giving?" asked Curlis

“To put on all sall” replled Michall, *1
hope ho don't tp us aver.”

Again the whip fell, again and yet again.
At last 1t steuck falely upon the lttle ship
with blinding radignce. Curlls gave vent to
& surprised “Ah!" ps he had sometimes done
in & theater, when the electriglty had bheen
unexpectedly turned on dfter twenty minutes
of midnight murder or burglary on the
stuge, A sallor was luridly sprawling in the
wie, hall wiay up the foremost, and the two
others were pulling st o rope. The faces of
the Mttle group at the tiller Inoked ghastly
in the unnatural Hght, The calque rose and
tell with the long sirlding motion of a floet
borse running close to the ground At
rogular intervals a discharge of fino apray
swept lengthwise of the deck apd stung the
face like handfuls of rice, flung at & wed-
ding.

The light was now & greaf triangle, 1¥ing
on the sen, and the ecalgue was Aying toward
{ts base, The promontory seemed to alide
rapldly toward them along one of Its wides

A gun boomed in the triangle's apex
Curtls and Michall dueked thelr heads and
¢losed their eyos tight The captain and
crew again eried YKuatarra' In chorus and
Lindbhohm laughed,

“flank,  he wsald  sententiously;
mesns ‘lay to!' "

The promontory slid nearer. Another gun,
this time with a sharp, eoughing sound, fol-
towed by a crescendo diminnendn soream,
ke theé demoniae wall of winter W ind,

“A mhell,” explained the Bwede. *That

moenns bukiness.  1f they're Ruasians, they
can't it us. It French, they probably won't
fn this sen 1f Eoglish, they probahly will
We must yust tuke our chanoos Whit does
the cupinin say’"

“Hore's the point,” traoslated Michali,
vpmoe wreund that, they will never find us.”

“thal
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"WHAT IS YOUR BUSINES

gallowe frame planted in the sea. The
torn canvas Muttered helpless in the wind.
The captain clung to the arm of another
gallows a few fest dlstant, and the third
sallor was floatlng about over the suli-
merged calque on the cabin roof. The gun=
bout shied out Into deeper witer and
brought the Allbusters In, Then the three
comrades crouched behind o rock, while the
Cyclopean eye of the mouster that hurls
deadlier  missiles than old  Homer ever
dronmed of searched hill and shore.
“They'll never try to cateh uk,' sald Lind.
bohm, us the gunboat salled away. *“They
couldn't {f they wanted to, and they've no
particular business with us anyhow.'
So they built & flre and kept themselves
warm as much by the exerclie of bringing
and hrenking up wood as by the flames
themselves., When morning finally peeped at
the pallid sen and kissed its face to ruddy
life wnd laughter, the Cretun, the 8wede
and the American looked sach other over
and took an Inveotory of thelr condlition.
They were dry, but hungry, Curtia nnd
Michall had lost their hats, and Michall hoad
tied A hundkerchief about his own head In
peasant fashion, and had  performed the
sume office for Curtls. Lindbohm's straw
had ot escaped from the tether, and he stil
wore It, glistening with wsalt and hanging
dawn on one #ide like the wing of a wonnded
duck. His Jloug cont hid shrunk until the
tails parted In the middle of his back as
though the spuce between them had bheen
et out with a trisngular stamp. He alone
of the three hud removed hie whoes after
reaching the ghore. Not being able 10 put
them on again, he cut awny the uppers and
tied the remoant on wilth strings, which he
pnssed through the holes slaehed in the
aldes, A resourceful and courngeous muan
was tho lieutenant,

“Now wao are ready,'” he sald to Michal)!
“lead on to breakiast'

A
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Curtis looked. The steap cliff photos

TOP, HE GAVE A SHOUT OF JOY,

"

WITH US?" ASKED THE DEMARCH.

“I eonid drink it all,” sald Curtis.

A swallow drifted by on slanting wings,
daried to the bhrim of & waterfall and leaped
agaln skyward.

“How s a bird superior to a man?"' ex-
clalmed Michali

“The wings of & man are his mind,"” re-
plled the Swede, "The hedgehogs nre on
fire Inslde of me. We must reach that water
to quench them. It would take the whole
strenm to put out the ones that [ ate.'

After another hour they onme upon a gont
truil that, leadiug from above, ended ab-'
ruptly and zlg-zagged from ledge to ledge

down the side of the cliff into the stream.
Michall's delight was unbounded,
“Follow this trall,” he erfed, "and we

shall a shepherd find with water or may be
a village, who knows?"

“How far Is 1t?"" asked Lindbohm,

“Hoew do 1 know? Perhaps one mlie—
periaps ten.''

“If 1t is two, the hedgehogs would burn
through hefore I got there,” replled Curtle.
“I'm golng down.'

“It s very dangerous,” replied Michall,

“We must take our chances,” asserted
Lindbolm,

The descent was not o AiMcult as it ap-
pearid,. Within twelve feet of the haottom
they fuund themselves on the edge of a rock
Helow them the stream gurgled entielngly
between banks of snowy sand.

“And now " asked Curtis,

“Wea must yust yump and take our
chances,” replied Lindbohm. Instinctively
selzing the talls of hix coat he beld them
out ke wings and gprang Into the alr,

“Hurrah!'" he cried, looking up, “It's all
right,” and throwing himself fiat oo his
stomach he aucked up long draughts of the
cool, refreshing waler, 1In & moment Michall
und Curtis were lylng heside him.

CTHAPTER 11y,
It was ahout 1 o'clock in the afternoon

FINALLY, WHIEN MICHALI IIAD CLAMBEREL BEFURE THE OTHERS TO THE

left rested on her hip,

“What is it, stranger? she called down, lo
n winping voloe,

“Sphaklote,”” sald Michall,

“What's  sphakiote?' asked
"“"Greek for goddoss?'

The Cretan shouted back a few words of
explanation and the malden disappeared.
Ten minuteg later the edge was lined with
citizens of Ambellnki, tow-headed children,
women, old and young, tall pallikaria, boys
and maldens, All the males, of whatever
age. wore high, yellow boots, voluminous
blue trousers and goft red fezzea that broke
neross the crown and fell backward, ending
in a long, black tassel. The women and
girls were for the moet part attired like the
malden who had first appeared, though sev-
eral of these wore handkerchlefs tied about
thelr heads.

“Here's the demarch.'
chorus,

“And Papas Maleko," c¢ried the rest, as
though in response.

A muajestic old Cretan, with two aflver-
mounted plstals and a long pearl-handled
knife {n his belt, took his place in the mid-
dle of the line. He was soon joined by a
priest in venerable robes and tall hat. Cur-
tis imagined that the inhabitants of some
comle opera town had come out on the walls
to hold parley with himself and hla two
friends. He wondered what character he
was, hut his foot hurt €0 that he was unable
to make up hia mind

“What |s vour business with us?"’ asked
the demarch, pomnpously, remembering that

Lindbohm.

shouted = shrill

he was acting In ofMclal capaclty In the
precence of his entire constitucacy,
Michall explained at lengih, His story

threw the lstenipg Cretans into a state of
great excitement,  Several of them had
lighted the beacon for the guidance of tho
Holy Mary, Two or three youngsters, let-
ting themselves down from the edge of the
natural buttlement, descended by means of
shrubbery and jutting stones, sprawling
midalr ke huge splders. On reaching the
bottom they commenced an animated con-
voersation with Michall, the upshot of which
wis that they must all go up as the young-
slers had Just come down, and that it was
very easy it you had courage. In proof
of which & boy of 16 sprawled awkwardly
gakyward ugain, looking back every moment
to laugh and shout “"Embros!"™

L can do L easily,”' eald Michall, with
pride. “All Cretans can climb, If some of
them eannot awim. Can you follow me?"

o1 enn eoptainly try,'” ropllied the lieutens
ant,

Finally Michall and Lindbobhm econcluded
to mount, and consult with the cltizens as
to the hest means of aselsting Curtis to the
Lap.

“There's some other way to get up,*™ sug-
gested the Cretan, “only they are susplclous
of us ns yet, and will not tell”

Michall, true to his boast, climbed the
ftace of the terrace with the greatest ease,
Lindbohm reminded (‘urtis of the frog iIn
the mental arithmetic that goes up three
inches of a well thirty feet deep every ®=o
many minutes and slips back a certain dis-
tance,

“How long will it take him to reach the
top,” he mused, “if he stops to rest during
every seventh minnte?"’

He wos o genius at mental arithmetic and
hitd nearly flgured out the proposition 1o
subwit It to Lindbohm, when he heard pen-
ple shouting above. Looking up, he per-
celved that they were letiing Jdown & long
rope and that several young Oratans, ac-
companled by Michall, were coming with it.

ppt It around your waist,"” exclaimed the
latter, "they will pull on the other end and
so you will go up, slowly, slowly, Yau ran
us¢ your hands and the good feot to kelp
and to keep yourself awiy from the eiones
and bushes. ™

geveral pules of strong hands pulled Cur-
tis onto terps firmi and he found himsslf in
the public square of u pleturesque Hitle vil-
luge. White, two-story houdes surrounded
an open space, in the midst of which stood
an immense planiain tree. Unler this Intter
were four rickety tables and a dozén or so
of chnire, for the accommodation of those
wha c¢hioee to enjoy the beauties of nature
in the onen mir and partake of the mayor's
enffos or masticha. The mayor, bhe it obh-
gerved, wad proprietor of the only refectory
which the town Was large enough to sip-
port, ‘The lnfiuence of the saloon In politics
ig felt even in the mountains of Crete..

Lindbohm and the priest rushed forward
and aseistod the American to one of the
chalrs. The mayor brought another and
tenderly placed the lame foot  upon it
shouting, meanwhile, u wtorm of voluble or-
dora in o good-nstured, hlustering  volee.
Michall arrived and Interpreted, for which
Cyrtly was thankful, ns he did not under
gtapd the mavor's guttural, rapid tireek

oife bida you welcome in the name of all
Ambelluki! He has ordered you s glass of
mastichn. Ah! Here It comesy npow. You
are to stay in the priest’s house, who will
gay # prayer over your fool as eoon As he
gets you home.™

The groun was by this time surrounded
hy the entlre population of the town, or as
much of (1 as was pnot out In the vineyards,
or on the hills with the sheep and the gouls
Curtls rose on one leg

“RBebold the human
in Engiish, beoause he
Greok for “‘stork x4

What doos be sayl” ssked the demarch.

ptork.” he exclaimed
did pot kuow the

thelr ingers, cried, “There goes the stork!"
and girls peeped from behind Jdoors or, push-
Ing their blooming faces through screens of
trelllsed vine, giggled, “How are you, Mr.
Stork?"”

Curtls’ name was seldom asked in the
mountains of Créte, He was known, and is
to this day, as Kurios Pelargos—Mr. Stork.
Ar poon as opportunity presented he made
a new head ln his notebook and entered the
following observation:

“Character of the modern Cretans,
traordinary eense of humor."

(To be Continued.)
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~SOAP
Made from the

Fresh Green Leaves

OF THE TASMANIAN
BLUE GUM TREE.

No Rancid Oils, No Diseased Fats,
No Dangerous Alkali.

A PERFECT SKIN SOAP.

Manufactured by the new process,
it contains none of the old in-
gredients from which the base of
all soaps huve heretofore heen
made.

Rough and Scaly Skin, Pimples,
Blotches, Eczema and other Skin
Blemishes cannot exist where it
is uaed.

DELIGHTFUL, HEALING, REFRESHING, BEAU.
TIFYING.

Ask your Druggist for Hyomei Anti.
septic Skin Soap," and you will never
use any other. Price, 2io. Sample
cake, be.

THE R. T. BOOTH CO,, Ithacs, N. Y.
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In Tablet Form=FPleasnnt to Take,

Has cured more serlous cases of (fonst)
pation thun ull proprietary miediciies put
together It tiot only glves Immedlate re
Hef, bt establishos o permanent cure His
Try it and you will be convineaid

LU l
ur: h Jsl boeet suffeting with Con ,
atipatlon slhee the civil war I ! )
fnnlly got Into snch a eahdition C‘
that no medeloe hivd any effect f"\
upnn me untll T osecured b slx Ol |
months” treaiment r . Burk- A
hart's Vagetable Compound,  He L)
fore the medlicing 1 bien half

tuken my bowels were regular and today 1

o longer suffer with this affiotion
Robert T, Smith. Nashville, Tenn
or wale by mll droggiss Thirty daye'
trentment for 25 severnly dave' troatment,
B, alx months' treatment, §1.00 10 davm
trinl treatment free
P, W, = BLHEKHART, Cincionatl, 0,

Worn Out?
TRY KYATYR TRY
MARIANI

iMarianl Wioe)

WORLD FAMOUS TONIO

Mariani Wine In a tonlo ‘-ru\lrfd upos
trudy scientitio principles t Is safe and
banefiiiul ws woll us aAgresanie

Mariant Wine has mare than 8,000 written
endorsements from leading physiclans in all
oaris of the world

Mariani Wine givea powaer 10 the braln,
atreneth and elasticlty of the muacles '“?
rlehnwes 1o the blood It iIn & promoter o
good henlth wnd lupgavity., Muakas the old
Young: Keeps the young strong

Mariant Wine I specially recommendsd
for Generad Debllity Overwark, Woakness
from whatever causen. P'rofound Depression

wnd Exhaustion, Throat and Luang s
euntn. La Grippe, Consumption and Mae
lwria, It I8 a Jdiffusible tonle for the entire
Byslem

Mariand Wine s Invaluable for aver-
waorksd men. dellcats women and sickiy
ohlldren, It wtimulates, strengthens andg

rustains the syvstem and brices body ang
brain, Tt combats Malaria and Ladripps,
Ilu'r used effectively in form of a hot
wro

Buld by all drugiets = Bawars of Uplialisns,




