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i BOR, ohice aounted, we BIrucK A& feh

» EAll nnid et o clock arrived home
A few miputes sufMesd to rub down our
wimals and retire for the rest of the night.

OoFr rathar mornlng George slept at the

SOt morning businesa oponed as usual.

I bad uwo four of evil resulls from our
ra iwtion Wester »on a it neryv.
By and 1 peaple dropping in from the
rith of us hrough
erly hind lost mora pogrog Flying re-
(115} 4 ime of Haymond's losses, hut po one
either plave put In an appearance.
Fhe nex lny the rumors were confirmed
The Wills brothers were on the warpath.
Wi hoenrd from them before noop ney hd |
Wl the qnen and Jogs they Ha rulse, scour-
1 the count rbout thelr places HRumor
sald  they had lost Mty oemroes. bBut of
L IR sunl, rumor woas mistnhen
I knoew well egoueh this fulling to find
traces of them near hothe, they would atart
for the Yankee brig at Franklin
Thursday Wilernoaon wme and wits - it
noand dogs Wieaner wrid mysell were

bath it the stors whet there arrived Geatrge
Wille, Dieck Coverly. Mr, James | Raymond's

| overmer) and twoe or three plunters from

above  Opwilousae The negroos belonging
e uf the men had Jeft the wesk be-
bt no great esertion had been made
LTI Vs e, 84 1T Wids Do unusual oce
Urrestcs I"he wiampede at Haymond'a
rought the plantera together and opened
helr eveaw, and with o malediction asainst
AT It was ngreed to search the
rle, f who had not already sadled
Will v rough. pugnaclous and guarrel-
Rir ni wan sprkewmnn of the party. ek
"o y deoppe]l Into insignificancie and mide
V my ¥ 1 Wild with exeltémant
il ¢ of pretiy o well alarmed, the
rowd filled the store They did not know
v here this woulld end
I that vesss¢l at Franklin loaded " cried
Wl e
N I ‘Whut I# 1? Hiave you
nything t hip on het
“Ship on her!' he shouted, Not unless
he hos shipped my niggers Twenty-five
them skipped somewhers and we are

|going (o aearch the vessel!

Mr. Welle,"” said I, "as that vesssl s
under charter to Wesner & Hradley, 1 shall
\r-.". It my duty to demand o search, and 1
shall accompany you, but Hrat nd and get
a sheriff or constable and have these pro-
condings legal, tor the ownera of the vessela
will holdl us reepotgible for any deluy or

dumnge
Vells Immediately sent for the constible

ind upon his arrlval we were off for Frank- |

arriving there, 1 asked Wella it he did
think It best that he snd Dick Coeverly,
togothier  with the vconstable and myself,
should constitute the searching party
He lmmediately agreed to this, and, ex-
plaining to the rest, we left them to enjoy
Ihemseives, while we searched the brig for
negroes who were at least sixty miles away
i board the brig we found the captain
busy with his eargo I introduced him to
Memars, Wells, Coverly nnd Jumesa—the con-
gtable Introduced himself and stated his bus-

s

The biufl old seadog roared with laugh'er
SWell, well! Well, well! he oried.
“This ia nice! Captnin Harris  ac-
sl of  stedling  negroes! Say, Mr,

“Wells," he continued, 1 baw stolew
them Wells looked ugly—"'on the crast
of Africn, many a cargo, but nona o
|.|-.Il:-'.|l-.|'

"Gio whead!  Search away'”’

We cilled to the crowd and they swarmed
on board. The search wag mades but noth-
Ing wis found more closely resembling a
negro 1than a
Captaly Horvig owned these Sufe 1o sy

the rum accompanied the searching party

shore—tho  bottles  remained  with  the|

| brig,

Variots wers the suggestions given and
the opinfone volunteerell, Dick Coverly teok
the  same view as  hefore—the  swamg,
Evervthinge was a swamp to Dick Wells
wiw furtous and swore that he would flog

.-.l - r-. [-\- ry plgges loft on the plantition.  James
ald nothing exvept that the Yankee oug

tain wis no Yau hee, and that he kept good ].

rum

th th formition der ) I ¢ |
With w informuation derived from th*i_"mr‘_ sugat to the hand than any man 10 yepros

this section of the country, and none of WM¥ | 4 thickel
negroes run off; why do theirs? 1 Will | epyple, bt
This thicket

sedipol, we started homeward, the rest of
h- party swearing vengeance against the
urknown scoundrad who had stoleo these
T T

ek Coverly could not reconclle himselt
n rh- loss—hie father was old, Dick him

lacked energy and thelr plantation wis

J|f' practically without hands.
George sald he  looked carefully, but
there was no trace of bhlood upon Coverly's

foorposts Ol Eten could eat no bread |

of r||- PAsEsSOVEer
¥ the dlavouraged troopers urged their
tiredd horses homewiard, Dick, who alwavs

eame o me in his troubles, rode plong he- |
| “argered the pint  explicitly ond  ex \

sl 4L
“Mpr, Bradley, this looks curlous.' sald

YT |T!" LAghining hng siruck our place twice,

e What clever scoundrel s at  the

head of these doings? Tt 0¥ evidently a
woll-organized  scheme  and  backed by
moeney
The good had been dond the evil ne n |
wnuence followed; go, sqt afying myself with
this fallacy I responded with tha out-
| ram Tie, “'that T did not know
N sl Dick how should you? Now
there 18 but one place for them to go, and
N i the swamps, and 1 da not belleve
it they are (her I think they have
' mady welr escape Into the Indian Terrl

| tory or that they are cattered among
gers.”
Fhoey dare not do that, far the free nig

vould betray themselves at the flest
. W reward There 8 some smart
nigeer A\t the Dottom of all this I winh
ould be a law passed to kil every
gger in the states, or to "sell themw
the ighest hidder!
That would bo pleasing to vou, Dick, but
10w ibout  old TefTroy who owns fifty
Lo He Is black ns Ercbus
- old Jeffirey!" he replied I would
ke o own him for Just one week Hw
woildn’t bring much mopey the nexi!
I did not doubt this declaration
Dol Insisted that “Laem Mason, the yel
lep fellow wag the gullty one, and sald |f
he caught himk he would burn him He
WAl ire that Lem and Obed had gone to
the Indian territory and taken the rest with
then I M4 not fear much from such

threats, and immediately coinclded with the
i |I“|- {
Next he chunged his commentaries to the
{ sius wnd moralized upon Loey's dix
PHUPRIC I lstened sagerly to him and
{ that he had learned she could read
s had been rending a French paper. und
ants had found a lot of paper
ritten over, tucked between the leaves of
ook, and hrought the book 1o him
'l he shotr! he exelaimed if the hook
vi'nt a school editlon of Xenophon's 'Ana
DusIN und the writing was a half-dozgen
pages of the transintion from the original
Good strolght work'" he added
Now Brad. you den't suppose that Wes
Nt ould  have tiwught her (o translate
Gireek, when she nuesed him through the
g allpnx o you®
At thin T laughed

“Dick, could you go from A B C o do you st

, tnake & (horoug

atern, there are no niggets thars

| had jolned the party out «

T itie West dia r a1
w bhotties of est lodia rum |ful' 500 neRlods Mo was pretty quick and

! xo h In six woerka®™ | 1 W
I h i | x Wwho
i thet th "
An & u a A
ph
Mo f NA a
s i T t i 1
’ ot I'he
I i for If :
of them had had that ts It wou =
| have pasaed A ind the laps 3 Vi Al
thumhed fingerwor: I gible .
ewered Dhck That girl never went with 1 IR
the rest, it's & big mvstery. ! st
led in changing the s bject, fop ! 1T
WANL 100 Mmahy Lo un Rl
ek was not yvery dangerous, Hut the
Wells brothers were onorget) aind’ i o "t "

the right scent would pusn through nll‘
sonrch "

Their Arm hell

f wae that the captain of | tu W

the Lirig was In the achome | by mou
James was really glad the Oos man wa i

gone, and | think his plea " L lie X

disappearance mor thian L HIL pred 1o avenine

the chagrin he [elt at the Joww of thie ot

DeRroes Wi
Raymond wis in New Orloans aud knew | about

| nething abour the affanl il hes
We were ! ng along =lowls o we wy
el more negro huntetrs on thelr wa W1
Franklin Thi bBuUPst  upen s fail 1 agreed
gallop, leaving the road bebind them at the b go f
Tat of fAftecn milem an  hour For L “Rd N
Among themt wan George Wosner, his horde athy
| covered with foum and dust ¥t
W hon yelled N oolicer atid | unt weo
fieorga brought his mustang 1o lis L here ab
"WHO'2 DAT

by a viclous tug of ‘h- Spanieh bii the road ar

“What's up? What have you #hiut up shop | the sigial
| for, George? Somo one murderod cried L | my soul

Murdered!' cried Hen Chapman tone of | 1 rode

n

the haorsemen). “Murdercl-—no, bul theie Ed siw Grorge

| are Afteen of the old man s niggers goae, all | very dark

|¢" Coverly's and five of Hurrison n lot Ha!

from Raymond's and about every plantes | AN vight.™

around bas lost from two to ten™ ANy
“Boys,"” sald Dick, "“where ye going and | plied

what for?" | ki

! b 1
“To Frank!in to search ihe Yankee ves- | have just
sel

Ly } ton, et

“She has been searihed from stem Lo

lopex]

“What next, then 1 asled George, who |
wae the most eager one of the crowd “This |
gort of thing can’t go on very long, we
ahall all be ruined.”

“Well" sald Bd Harvison, “wo batter go
back and start fair.”" They turned back |
with us,

Among the crowd woere Fd Harrison,
Henry Chapman, George Wesner  and
Frenchman, by name Duobols, a carcless
voung fellow, ripe for any sort of fun, 1\1:‘}';‘!“ Yy

goodd will, and

way |

e ba

who would not go two rode into & swamp ' .

a good partner inoa froli hut not u ver 1

| rellabler companion on & negio hunt, IHibo The road
wits only 18 years old and had Yittle rov Moy sl
ence for the “peculiar institution,”” althoukY | o nnel
he owned a few negroes, bul he was such a A\
i

Kind mastér that they could tol be driven | cui e

away, and agaln, scapegrace s his Wi he i
had frea paperm roecor for evYery on ¢ i
them, valid, In case he should die Ho | Goori
| rode up by my side [to et you
vMr. Bradley.” sald he “if these people | 1y
would use their nogroes better thoy wouldnt | pnew

rup off. I can plek more cotton and make | by not

help them find thelr property, for 1 do not
think the example would he a gond one to
fopnugurate, but it will not be many years

rest,  He

heated argument, Some were for continuing bivon

in the clamor. | Twont

The corn julce had circulated freely, and
to use Juck Forrester's expressjon, they =T

Also,

plosively:” finally they turned thelr horses
toward home., and, with another sguare
drink all around, gave A Comanche  yell
for a prealude, und driving the spurs into
thelr mustangs broke loto a wild race for
the store

i romdslde
| from 1he
| the ech

CTHAPTER NV
Every road, lane atd path leading to the
veesel would he patrolled, and well we Koew
it The magnitude of this unparalleled rob-
bery und the astounding assurance of it
authors, had aroysed the whole country |

our orlgingl Intentions must bhe abindoped ”'“ et
Sunday 1 visited the brig and tulked to the b i
captain doatie:
“You must get them to the Atehafalpena
then: 1 came for them niggers.” sald he, Kees fro
Cand 1 am going 1o have ‘em. Can't s
croes the Teche and hide them mew He . ,I
around the Grand lake? 1'H lay the brig
down the bay and run a bhoat up ther VET Il
Captain,” sald 1 go ashore and rlde | Fectiohs
back with mu | trotble
The captaln hired a pony nnd rode ik T rurni
Snii bb

to the atore with e,

Our original plan Wl heen to taks th “ro
negroes 1o the brig by boat or to take 1
by night down some of the byroads and o

| aeross one of the numerous bridges thit | in Vhe
spannad the Techs We now saw that this co
project wis destined to ¢ n miserable  hang wie
fallure and would undoubtedly hapg us both, "Halkt!
it even u pted [ n el
The captuin heard r plan i 1 to his s}
Hately pronounced them ot ! n from my
Lreme “I am afrald tlemen, you are ha
o 4 bad Ax. but we wou't despily e
noose e around our n Ha Moo LAY I
chart or map of this o choteur
We did have ope and George brought |t CHF MY
out, poiptlpg out the locatlons 1ropped

Can you make a doursi
up apound, then noross the Toche and make Muson

the Atchafalays waters at Grand lake, tell | bushes toward

me’ b K
Gpearge, who had followed the gweop of the | craw | sthin
- 1's pencil, thought we could, dand that Muason 1
It would take about ten days, or rather | rapldly
nights 1o make the circull heet giit
Lare you try it”v good  viey
it 1o all we can do,” T replied pliace  ur
‘Now,” sald Captuln Harrls, 1 have some  Weener*
repairs to make on my vesss]l, and will e Brad
here as long as possible It ¥ cannnt stick | for e
(here long enough. 1T will drop down o 1 have
' Herwicks and & thers Tomorrow night | I hope

-

aame "Nﬁrﬂr“ 18 gonrantee of (he best  done s deficions  money cao hardly buy Ite cqual.
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| party and
moved through
than two hours fron
they were

i partner going with the
parting with George |

when he

eparaled

miles of Franklin,

TNOW, M

will soon g
culled 1o iy

was our haven

: Ifnr the night
{ death In the camp
bayou and the

night! 1
kotore the whole system will be blown o, :‘H&’ of
atomes, If they do not use their slaves bet- |y Liow
[for: the northern people are ugly.” and flashe
Agaln the crowd halted and hegun another |4y AMEATIAL'S
'lt
on the vessel, and others for relurning. | poue (ho
Goorge did not express his opinlon, oF Joli 5y oy 11 NERTORS Ha

the firefllos were Nushing

hundred nexross Iving within as many yvards

shore of bayou Teche

wits dropped into her accustomed plucy

dull wound of the tran tn talk and speculate on the

the captiin of the
ume, Al
i | waus alone

pony through

I through the
| Present by
rould hear

from here and | ground as

t?  Don't fear me—] won'l leave | \ng, examined the mln. ued & few daas

dowi 0 1he | far pln t | t \ e } iptain of the e was
stor wnd myself concluded that ta 1 o I <hinmate of min nd a flend arg well
montl we would  glve Lhe 0 ancloas | wueht hin Five huandred dallars wan
" i rest he g ‘ Yi e your pariner wer n s

Ouy o of mopds W i 11 i i fool's Tuik saved yon

\ nd uN W i 1t LT v Hor ad fromy the ' y pre getting almost

' \ 1 ) i e Y
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CHAPTER AV
" il i 4 LA i | | Aalhe 1
Webks | it I il L SNow Drlea aned g | PO [ AT
in ‘.":.'_‘ 1+ T t 11 New. Yorl L | radir i} ; ' 7k Wl
Journey of qbout 1wo weeks Jquratio \it 5 1T am right glad to see
.I‘"‘\Il; -l-ll -i--ll'.'.'.l- -II -II ' It v How ( .:'I' il m New York®
haid 1-.-‘ 't--l\. § F ,. -"-‘.h:! A I_ I.'I'I Fier) ' W hil realized
L ! o : " | he  Filln irgn, In
purchasing we b (i 1h oot (T omer M y o~
:".“' w He did L A n i il the hig stampede
..I ‘- :.-.“I .1 I.IJ1 ol ok 1 A eoLing il orgofts oxcopt by the owners
i* Himare every il . t had . i 1 | 104 I ud the negroes
passed off Hatterda by o Savanuah stoamen | 1homuelye The Initer were weattered far
and reported all well Th aptsiin hod L Al 1 Fohevp tranck of wers
Btrucilons that the vessel m ¢ unchay et Lemuel Manor

the stream and ity lve cirpe lande) af of 1 corresponded rogulariv
|:11|:i|1.' e we milght ds well bee il wered in ) with  Ln she  was sl (o Masesehiu
\rlll.::...i.-‘{l-.- e Yurl : ) e el Lenivel Maoson and Obed were both

he 2u o e clegraph In [ Wi at work, and awalting devel-

ted “Hrig n - inside. B ly Hoik | 14y Lanman's Jim was gt Chicago
and Mr. Entwisalo apd n I tod ¢ tuge | fieorg hied tiramlaed Bim  that some das
:llr.1 u.ur.'.ni-n-nl- Lo meol | I'h B wha!ll ! Y i wife and deliver heor to
minned by thres me vl onging s he | Gid %

5. . R kentw I wa § 1 S £ i) ntu we datert: | ¥ 1
words and mila no blunders. We ran nlomne ) ! ... ermined, should
slde of 1} hriz LU was Tie " . ! hid b ialitles / Ll |; 0ar twenty Lastiman

" \ - Ul Wre m 1ew and we Kept aur eyes opan
Har A \ ; -..-Il ‘ ' I [ I; ot I. " "or. wiliihe i B ooues we anild plok

it | s "l‘ : , -.'.“.- with a I:-'I. Wolp from (ibed
The o tdosd A r e > I \ "-I' ‘|1'-I | wae in New
ind. 1w N | . 3 My AR SR WDl ‘T- fbed ut
full boeard wnd « glnEm VN ) chom 1o rendezvous March, )
in hrowd nbeelfver as bhe w 1 nnt A ne remembivred that we never had
gnlan b - e J t Iwa [ I wWiier
inliit.  yOu L ktow your ot b meil ! il of them
tiiond ) 1 i Hatige Foo thetr 1 wue Massa

Your voioe sounds fumilioe } | Wilway N Gvers ' 4 1 Cuptain

i CrO8 g Wil o not think that either of

' WHIY OVEr VEry
hadl 1o toll who 1l wak dtid i fal JH L ! Obed certuinly know
Kets bofore be wos el nelth efore he cventful pight  wheg
I owe you 4 wid he . Sy r Kol Wull with the paddle

Wa went bolow and took o look W ) : A I 1o wul swamp hut and
Carito. 'They were closely steweid T g I vierything us we bad left @, but
there, anid ) AV ald rather wet: Wae cnrried in a fow

t » Ktilve as he cume pp  PPOVIEIRDS and speat o day or two srranging
decl things 1o our ow ilisfaction W also 1eft

It whl never doto land all thit crawd o | ™ Clling the two men to clear up the
Jorsoy sl he T he Wile  covintpy | PTE!

Ud he S s No, kir! Whe the o ur inues waere ar Bradler's yvard

Iland, Johnnle Bull's sall min hil(f = Wrate Maodtre ta som) the securely pached,
them tu Hrwdley & Wosner, per stesmmer They

Inquired of the captiair the ufiertoon AWrived abont the lnst of February and were

the prisoncr, aopd Jearned thoat hHe w transponted the comp Wa st them up
siill on hiourd A stptercoen in the sbliy hdd fndogave them a freoeh o t of varnish, o
bein assigoed bl and by bl never e that by the time Obied and Teamue! should

mwed Lo leave ) ) i ol SV 5 W | RPrIVe wWe w il bie rendy T Hinves
name of the veseel. That nheht the oap The plght of March 2 we startid for the

1 ?lll i uf Wil | it ( '_ L H it Wi i nrent it ‘l\l'-‘.l L enine
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