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story, howewer, | shall endeavor to present
& true narrative of events In which 1 waa
personally Interested, s they occurred in
the Dark Belt of Louisiana in the *“daya
Liefore the war'"

Filve years of my life wore passed in the
worvice of this underground rallroud, and 1

wan & direct participant In many of tho
events here chronicled, 1T had a partnes,
Goeorge 1. Wenner, & young man about 25
years of ago—a born leader of men—cnol and
Actermined, with a warm heart and open
hand to the call of the friendlass—but as un
enemy a man te be feared, for he was @
erbck shet and reckless o8 & river plirate,
and to his conl courage and reslstless en-
YRy our success wis largely due s wa
my ldeal then, and although forty years le

hetween then and now, I threill with admira-
tlon as I think of him

Ho was the son of a stgar planter, and
horn w few miles from the Bayou Teche,
parish of 8t. Mary's, Loulsiana, in the Ap-
tukapas country. His falther was dead, bt
his mother owned and worked nbout seventy
negroea, and until the year before forming
my nequaintance George mianaged the plan-

tatinn
He was well educatsd, spoke English,
German and French, and was an accom-

plished musiclan, but he was so thoroughly
fmbued with the love of adventure and
danger that it almost unfitted him for busi-
nesw, and  interfered with hkis  popularity
among the copservative planters, who con
slituted the bulk of the Attakapas popila-
tion. But they evinced a wholesome resgpoct
for him, founded, U suspect, upon his phys
foal an well as hin Intellectual qualities,
for he stood wix feel in his stockings, was
well proportioned and an adept In all ath-
letie oxercises,

On the 10th duy of September, 1855, 1 wos
sitting In my doorway, guletly smoking my
Cigareite and enjoying the beauty of o Sep-
tember afternoon The clear alr of the
prairie was cool and fragrant and ns 1 was
enjoying ia freshoess leaning Lack in tuy
chalr 1 Imagined myself the happlest of
men, | was young, not 10 years of age. L ee
from debt and ownod the pretty place |
llved on. My business of land surveying
brought me a good Ilncome In addition to
the profit of my little plantation. This 1
worked, with the asslstunce of or
hands hired from the nelghboring planta-
tion,

As my gure wandered almlessly arcound
mway across the proiele T could faintly dis
cerng & spock, Just o Neck of moviong hrown
background upon the sea of green that rolled
%o the odge of the horigon. My eyes, prac-
ticed to nuch soenes, nssurod ame that 1t was
A mounted man, and with the ald of my fleld
Elassa 1 saw  that  he moving
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come |

clothe to wet and put over my face. This
dope, 1 called Lucy to and explained
as fully as | could the course to take

“I told her 1 might lose my senses, but 1o
ollow my Instructions and not bo afraid
for 1 should be too weak to lnjure her. 1
am not afrald, Marea George. God will take
care of us,' was her quiet reply

AL this time 1 wes engaged (o Mies Else
Coverly, ns you have probably heard before,
She aent me o polite note of condolence, in
which It was evident fear predominated over

me

Ber love for me However, she was my
mother's choice, not mine, I was too sick
to care and my prepiarations being macdle,

stoggereld to the bed and lay down, to live
ar die, as Providence should determine

“This wan the last I realized [for
woeeks, A part of the time 1 lay in h agtupor,
hut when aroused, as | afterward learned
wis wild and pretty ugly through some of
thesa long autumuonl nights,

two

‘I was weak and helpless, but thanks to
Luey's unceasing care and forethought was
unscarred by the dread diseass. One mid-
night 1 awoke. The October winds were
sweeping over the praivie and drove the cald
riin In sheets against the window panos,
The candle burned dim, but by lta [aint
light 1 eould easily distinguish the shadow
of my falthful nurse,

“1 spoke; she started from her chaly and
came to my badelde At ona glanca she
saw that my reason had returned, and fall-
ing on her knees, she pruyed as [ never
heurd man or woman pray before, and
thanked God that her prayers bad been an-
Think, Charlie, with not then
of age! 1 tried to give her my
hand, but was too weak to ralse lt; then I
asked for the mirror; she hald a amall
hand-mirror before my face, One cager
1 turned away with u sigh of satis-

sworad, shie

1} vears

iglanee

taction: the ordeal was passed; 1 was un-
woathed

voeare you alepe? 1 Inguired. She an-
awored, ‘Yo, sir.' ‘Have any of Mr. Covs
nrly's family been here?  ‘No, #lir Misa

Elsle #ent thelr man Bill ever, but she told
im not to ¢ome near enough to cateh the
1 could not make him hear, scream
ns | could, and so he only came
this second time he had a bag
the wouldn't hit

israse
ns loudly
twice, and

over his head so disease
him'
“1 lay

four more hefore |

witks I oarly
was able to venture out

Lthere X wak

Mennwhile, my mother returned: howover
| was wedk In body and perhaps mind, and
would havo no other help but Lucy’s. Then
determined to repay her, If 1 could, 1 tuught
her to riead (she nlresdy knew her lotrers)
and In 4 few weelks ghe coulid read under
standingly any simple book.

And now, Charlle, comes the strangest
part of this story 1 belleve that girl 18 »
white girl You know such thinga have
happeted y  Laou Afi It was a long time
| before khe told me what she remenbers
about hersell, and she did not say then that
&he thouagh e wiw whit Poor ¢hild, |
don't suppose she did think =0, It was jod
lnoredible to o girl that had spent her Tife
a8 & nlgger sluve But she wpld there wa
gomething very strange in her first recolle
thong Thiat she paed 0 be petted and
lovedd by & lady who must have been a white
| Indy, and that the lady did pot talk Eug-
lisgh to her, she wa=s sure She says she
knows sho thought that lady was her mother.
Now hers Is a queer thing, Charlie When
I was getting well Lucy was taking a nap

one day ishe had enough sleep to make up

I can tell voul, 1¥lng on a pailet in my
room. She had a bad dream. and cried out in
her sleep, and what she suld was, (), non
| mon, alleg!" Now she can’t speak French
I when she s awake and almwost no Acadien
| In her sleep whe uses the purest accent. ['ve
:tn--n teaching her Acadien, by the way, be
| cause & languinke other people don’t know
| might come in handy. but her tendency to
make good Freoch of i, the way French
comes back to her, shows win her first
toneue: that's as sure as we are alive here
and now Well, to go back Bhe remembers
n seene of lghts moviog In the darkness and
water stretching around her, and a4 house

moving on It Now that enust bBuave been i
| journcy on the river. Then came a greal
| slekness, she was sick, other people were
slek, she never saw the lady ugaln, and wll
| she knows Is that, but for this dim dream
that is not & dream, she has aiways boen &
nigrer slave Charlle, she would have heen
about 3 veurs old the year the yellow fever
l.“rm New Orleans out with the worst

cocted the plan that kept the [-Ilmli'rn.nf Ih--__p]]ml-lh:l.t‘hl-:|lL'I not k_u-Ti-'hi:T:.!f(ﬁ[gh ho dies Lo suit,

southwestern part of Loulslupa In a tur-
moil of excltement for five yvears and run
out of that country negrocs to the value of
upward of $200,000.

This was accomplished by two men liv-
ing In the district they robbed and one of
them owning several slaves and working a
plantation at the zame time. During this
time we were never hetrayed nor discovere!
and only once suspected by our neighbors
i1 mean to our iojury.) This will be ex-
plained  hercafter

CHAPTER 11,
My motive for undertuking this dangerous

business was love of adventure, Lo assist
my friend and some small hope of guln
Wesner's heart was in the work as it pro
gressed, Ho became an enthusiast and |1
much the same

Before starting we agreed never to write

one word upon the subject, never to trust
a negro with the secret of our {dentity
a white man with our business-—save in one
instance we never did. Negro testimony,
we well knew, would not be taken in court,
but If we were susproted would
never live to see the Inslde of a eourt room,
mo strong would be the fecling against us

We arranged a clpher by which we could
write or telegraph in case necessity re-
quired: this we committed to memory and
then destroyed. [ afterwards learned that
It was Known to "Coverly's Lucy,” #so It
must have been old to George.

As my business called me frequently from
home no notice would be taken of my ab-
sonce I, therefore, starlied immediately
for New York, where we expected to make
arrangements with the leading abolitionists
to furnish the sinews of war, thking pas-
sage on the steamer Fannle Bullit from New
Orleans, and leaving her at a landivg a few
miles below the little town of Oreola, where
1 owned u woodyard,

1 had nothing to do here except to sound
More (my head man) and learn his views

even we

He was not well, and consequently a little
cross, #o | gave up this interview for a
time, and, halling a passing steamer, kept

on to Cincinnatl,

The trapsit by rall to Albany, N, Y., con-
gumed Httle time, From there | took the
steamer, and about 7 o'clock p. m., Octobher

R, 1800, found mykelf agcending the steps of
the Astor house, then the leading hotel In
New York

When morning came [ left the hotel upon

knaw where the oMice was; that he (Steph-
on#) was & presaman in the Tribune office
nnd was sent by Mr. Greeley. 1, therefolo
econcluded that he was all right and followcd
him to the place of meeting, not, howaver,
withatit some stepicions of trouble,

¥le ok me the back woffice of n
bullding situated on a little court, a
lew atepa from Hroadway, 1 have for-
gottem the strest, aa 1 was only there once.

In that oMee I met Horace Greeley, Gerrlt
Smith, a member of cougresd from the state
of New York (whose name | will not
tlon. as he

Ly

et -

whom they introduced sz Mr. Bamue] Ent-
wilasle
After that night's interview [t was Mr

Entwissle with whom 1 chiefly denlt

P was simllar to one already ownoed by me and

r
|

s still living), and a gentleman |

words Inndvertently spoken and alluslons |
made I do pol think that was his real sinme,
but all ¢kecks amd drafts were dreawn and

Entwissle,
another gentlemnn

#lgned or indorsed by Samuel
Later [n the ovening

made hig appearance, Thie was Mr, Birney
of Philadelphia, & former abolitlon candi-
date for prealdent. Mr., Greeley  briefly
stated to the other gentlemen my proposl-

tlon and called upon me to explain it, which
[ did, recapitulating to them all the roeader
knows and fully explaining my viewns,

The propesition advanced by me and ac-
cepted by them was:

For every noegro man or woman delivered
to the agent of the underground rallroad
At any poiot in Iodiana. lloois, Ohlo or
any other free state whers they could te
best delivered woa were to receive a sum of
$100, and for all chlldren less than 6 years
of age $150 f(all over 6 years to count
men or women)., A sum sufficient to cover
all expenses was to be pald by slght drafis,
frawn by mye=!! upon some financial rgent

s

of tho Antl-Slavery goolety at New York,
the report of the agent who recelved the
fugitives belog deemed sufMiclent wvoucher

that our part was fulfilled.

The Antl-Slavery soclely wis uleo to pay
for such material and outfit as | then wauted
te enkble us to begin onerations, which
would amount to about $1.600. Some hesi-
tancy helng shown on thelr part rega~ling
thia item 1 cut It short by agreeing to fur
nish the money myself, leaving them the
receipted bills and drawing for the amount
If we were suceessful ln our first venture

We Intended to use two avenues for trans-
portation, ons by Irom

vossiel or steamer

a tour of eoxploration in search of that b ine wencoust or on the Atchafalava river, the
abomination to all sputherners, the offize of f oLher across the couniry vis the teibuinres
the New Yoark Tribune of the Red and Arkansas rivers, followine
This place 1 preferred to find 'M!hnnr!.h,, different bayous, to us well Known. wmd
asking questions, us New ":”‘ WAR | coming out on the bank of the Mississippl
flied with southerners returning from the | my woodyard, Here we could kevp n piely
VArIDUE summer resorts | of ang hundred If NeCensary fur
1 was well knoewn on the Misslssipp! and | monihs us the country around A
Roed rivors, and |"]_ not care to be "'|'“":':1| awamd  aud  wilderness and no  pereon
huntiag for the Tribupe WMes, 39 avold | avet landed b trom thi rha
or at least (ried Lo dvold meating any south- | oyoopnt the deckhunde of stenmers ealling for
erners. wapeclally Attakapas people I\\-n-‘. and they selidom left the bank whe
| found the bullding, sent up my card as Lhe wood wits led
Mr. Smith and roguested s interview '.1i||1i !
Mr, Greeley. Horace Groeley was at this | -
timie In hie prime, and the most potorioua THAPTER IV,
abalitionist in the whele union What we most needed wis couple of
| confeso | was i (rifle nervous an 1 en buaats or canoes capable of carrying ten
to the b ding iy few T apal 1]
tored the bullding. In a very few minutea ), ah0h and bullt so as 1o be folded ann
I wag ushered Into the room and presence of put into & box or trunk, for trunsportation
the redoubtable Horuoe, the man of all 'l"'! 1 already had a plan for thelr construction
world southerners moat desplsed and whose ]aml hod the deawings of an idesl hoat, but
pen they mes! feared | whether these would develop Into anything
Thera wera two or three people In the nraciloal or usefud when. critielssd by o
room Wwriting Mr. (Greeley was sltUDE | mechanie or on sctusl (rial was vet to b
tilted back In his chair chewing the end of | gemonstrated
n pine stick and evidently In no very pleas. The next day I called upon Mr. Willso
ant mooq His spectacies were pPushed | ung 1610 him my plans, Togelher we wen!
| above his eyes and he scanmned me elosely to 'n blackamith's shon where T-showed: the
Mr. Smith; your husinees; I can afford | gmun my deawings, but he was thick-hmded
you but a few moments = j""" totally devold of me:bunleal (deas b
‘Mr. Groeeloy, 1 must see vou alone, ]||_ wasted no time with him, but went to
replied, “my husiness will take hours In- | manutacturer of semall  machinery, on
stoad of minutos. Two minutes will do me | Matihow Colson, an Irishman, and o very
today, however. | Ingenious man. who comprehended the idop
T'heso men are sworn fo secrecy In &l | 4s soon as 1 explainet the drawing. | mud
business mutiers,”” he repiled | 2 bargain with him to construct 1wo canoes
Ne, sir pot o me I anewered

He opencd the door lending to his privale

| oMees and nodded 1 followed him
| Now, your business, gulckly
l “Mr. Greeloy, my nume is not smith, 1 am
Charles J. Bradiey from Parish 8t Mary's
1|.nula:nun 1 am here o try to make ar-
rungements with the leading fres soll  men
to run negroes from that and adjoining par-
ishes Into the free slales

1 am 4 soldier of fortune and net 4 phil
‘ullll.llnj-rl.. I will make the veuture

|
|
{

These were a marvel of shimplleity, strength

careying oapaclhty and Hghtnegs. Ong was
twenty feel long, six feer wide at the conter
ahout two feet deep und would earry twelyi
men (we have had ffteon In ity the othg

was about eighteen feet long, four feer wide
elghteer Inches deep and, was o be umsl
more for exploring and working

When the bouts were compleied we cuar
ried the box cantaining them te the rive
hank., openel I, and In Just twenty-elght

and « winutes 1 stepped ioto the canoe, ready for

It was about 7 o'vlock In the forenaon
Decombar 10, 1855, when | landed at the
woodyard, Standing beslide the baxde, |
watched my partner on the deck of the fast
receding steamer, s I swept down tha
muddy river, Then for the first time a
nlizing sense of the work 1 had undertakeu
| hegan to stare me in the face

It is well known that back some miles
from the Mississippl the waters of the varl
| ous streams running into the Red and Ar
kansas rivers make i water course almost

i few other lttle tonls, the

und

whola walghing o trifle over 360 pounde. The
other contalned the candg  covers and
wolghedl uhout 280 pounds

Boats and utensila welghed less than 700
pounds., Wi had several colls of rope, rig
glng and bolt rope and had also providel
cturselver with a small tent of No, 8 duck
simply a fly—with no walls or ends. This

ueed when surveying

puraliel to the former river

My idea wis to maka o path to the wa ors
af the 8t, Francis on one of e tributuries
carry our canoes through to the straam and
from thence open & way down the varlous
creeks and bayous the Teche and there
construct A rendezvous us near our base of
oparations as convenient,

My woodyard wae situated just
little place called Oreole, West of the yurd,
at o distance of about eleven miles, was a
small stream called Baker creel

From the creek Aradley's yard was o
dense wildemness and through this 1 detor-
mined to maka a path so0 plain that partiea
could get to the yard in one day afrer leav-
ing the steamer,

It was lmportant for us to have a rellable
ninn bt this end of the route—one whom
threatoa could not intimidato or money buy

1 found such a one in Daniel V, Moare, a
natlve of Mississippl; he was aftéerward a
captain in the confederute army and wus
shot a1 Shiloh, &0 this narrative cannot in-
jure him.

Poor Moore! His

o

helow &

o

parents were the
steamer 1. H., 8mith when her boiler ex
ploded at Vidalin In 1840, Both were killed
and Jeft Bim a child, penniless and friond
less. Since then he had roamed the world
and finally engnged with me to take charge
of my woodynrd, where he had heewy, I D

on

lHeve, aboul LWo velrs
To bim 1 unfolded my plans, carsoful not
to mentlon Wesner's name, | felt sure of
hia co-operntion, firkt from his jove of ad-
ventura second from his hatred of the plaot
and, | laetly, hecause aof the poasible
. to miake money, which this Lt
e ised
To him we owed, In a greatl measuse, (e
wecess of our wark
1 had len men cutting wood—slaves hired
for the seéason, but s Lhey nmoed gpud
workell two il friom the landiug they
gaw noithing of u
(To be Continued.)
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