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sman Hitt as

Wayback Reporter

If Representative Robert Hobherts Hite of
Ilinols were to complle his reminlgeences
the result would be a volume of extraordl-
nary interest, Not only has he flgured
promioently In npatlonal and International
Walrs for nearly a generntion, but he has
vnjoyed personal relations of a peculiarly
tloges chiaracter with more men of eminence
perbhaps than any other man of the day.

Awny back Defore the war, when a mero
boy, he was attached to Abraham Lincoln
In n way that gave him onvinblo faclllties
for windylng the processes of Lineoln's mind,

He was a stenographer and & newspaper ro-
porter for the Chicage Tribune, at that time
the one great republican organ of the west,
it throughout, the memprable debate be-
tween Lincolp and Dooglas, preceding the
Inttor's eleetion to the United States senate,
young Hitt followed Lincoln, taking down
in shorthand every word that publicly fell
from hls lps These famons  addresges
which made Lincoln's national repuintion
and which, more than anything else, eon-
tributed to hig eleation president, owe
thelr permoanent and endurlng form to the
vouthful reporter's thie originals of
which the congr glill hoards among
hla lltorary Lineoln ealled him
"Hob'" and was fond of the hoy.

After the war HitL came
elerk of a congreds committee and had an
apportunity nequalnted with the
pgreat statesmen of the reconstruction era,

g good Tuek sent him to Parls in 1874,
just after the Franco-Prassion wiar, ng geo-
retary of legatlon and churge d'affalres ad
Interim.  History was belng made rapldly In
the French capltal In those days and HIitt
apent seven years in Pards, a perfod which
packed with Important events,
returned to Washington In 1881 to be-
asslatont secretnry of state and the
yoar was ed o member of the
of represontatives, All through his
career In congress he has been conesplcu-
ous In the dlscusslon of Internatlonal ques-
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tonsg and now, as chairman of the house
committes on forelgn affairs, he I8 regarded
as n diplomatie authority  beside whom

thero Is no peer.  Had it not been for HitE's
consplenous position In the house and for
the fact that the adminlstrotion regarded
hin presence there asg essential to the proper
handHng of the complicated guestions grow-
ing out of the war with Spain, he would
probably have been appointed secretary of
state when Judge Day retired from offied.
Old-Time Friendshins,

Ititt hos had the good fortune to cement
feiendship more irmly than almost any other
mhn now o publle life, He was Blaine's
clogsest friend In Washington. In the con-
cluding years of Dlalne's 1ife ittt was Lhe
mun o whom he conflded mest and waos
often to be found in the historic old man-
ulon on Lafayette sguare. At the same Lime
thitt he enjoyed these affectionate relations
with tho great secretary of statoe he waa
the best Iriend of Speaker Reed, Dlalne's
bitterest enemy in publlie 1ife. And no finer
tribute could be paild to the delicate taclt of
tha 1llinels representative  than  that he
ghould have continued for years such a re-
lotionship with two such men without losing
thio confldence of either,

In Hitt's house Iin K slreet Is a room
which ls devoled to the memory of Blaine,
The walls are cover 2d with pletures of the
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Malne teader
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with autograph letters and
of relles which bring Blaine
In the house are Lincaln
rellos, and stored away somewhero in plaees
wheres they will be found sometime and

brought to Hght are scores and hundreds of

ecnfidentinl letters from men whose names
will figure In history, For Instance, while
HItt was socretary of legation and charge

d'affalres In Parls,
fully personal

he carried on a delight-
corresponidences with James
Ruasell Lowell, who at that time was Amer-
lean: minigter at Madri2. None of these lot.
lers has ever been published, Whenever they
see the light they will make aprightly read-

Ing, for there is not one of them, no matter
upon how trivinl a subject, which does not
contain an odd turn of apeech or o witty
allusion, How many other llnes of corre-

spondence the Illinols man has been carry
Ing on durlng all these yearas only
toll,

Thera are somo things which Hitt remem
bers about grent men who are dead and
gone that would be meat for the leconeelasi
and that are hardly lkely to find thelr way
Into any authorized blography.
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Sumner nn BExotist,

Charles Bumuner, as Hitt
n monument of colossal
aven for a single moment or when among
tlioss who might naturally presume upon
some measure of acqualntanceship, would he
drop the pose of the statesman or mingle
with others on thelr own level. In o streel
car hea would quote Latin to the conductor
He seemed always Lo feel that he wans an
object of observation and that he was con
tributing to the dignity of history. In the
senate he was without Influence. Ho was ns
far outslde the dally life of his assoclates
as If he had already been  chiseled  in
marble. Onea when he was placed by acel
dent on the useless committee on revolu-
tlonary clalms he took It as a personnl
affront, nand nobody could ever explain thoe
matter to him. "And yet," snys Hitt, “Sum-
ner was a great man and his memory will
always Hye'

Hitt tells entertainingly of the way In
which the Chleago Tribune falled to print
n line of Lincoln's historle speech at Pree-
pert In the Douglas debnte—the greatest of
nll Lincoln's addreages hefore the clvil war.
Iitt was reporting tho speech and  was
writing out his notes for the next morning's
paper, when Owen Lovejoy, the abolitl o
agitntor, rose In the rear of the hall and
deliveredd a harangue which is now for-
gotten, but which for the moment roused
the meeting to a frenzy of enthuslasm,
while Lincoln’s had seemed rather tame,
Juseph Medill, the proprietor of the Trib-
une, wasa carrled away with Lovejoy's speech
anid camo up to HIitt's desk excltedly, or-
dered him to stop transcribinmg his notes of
Lincoln's speech and to let the Tribune
have every word of Lovejoy's harangue in
the morning. The Tribune the next morn-
Ing wns all Lovejoy and there was only a
word about Lincolo's oratlon. “An {llus-
tratlon,” saya HItt In telling the story, ''of
tha faet that the contempormaneous impres-
glon of o great occasion does nol always
colnelde with the judgment of history.'

Mr. Hitt 18 of medium helght, of modest
bearing and one of those in public life, not
any too numerous, who Is a gentleman al-
ways, His volece 18 softly modulated, Yis
manner s frank and friendly, although he
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egotlsm. Never,
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never forgets the diplomatle proprieties
His conversation Is stored with Informnation
and nnecdote, and yet he has never been
known to reveal a thing which was to

kept In confldence. Hoe makes i preten
tlons to oratory nnd Is not much of 4 poll
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Seumas MacManus,

Irish Story Teller
(Continued from Sixth Page.)
give up such nonsense and attend to hie
school Jamie MacManus, or “The Mns
ther ns he was alternately onlled, per
aleted,  Finally, Anding hims=elf so drawn
to writing and foredeelng, at any rate, a
much remuneration from It as he recelve
from hls school, he threw up the school an

cast his fortunes alttimately with Hterature
As he had been prominent In the cel
bration of the centenary of Irish rebelllon of
1868, sume attributed his severance to that
tonnection, assuming that he had
of it, while others,

qu'h

ilsmissod because whao

knew of hig resignation and fiture plans,
halled him as vislonary and Impractical to
give up the position of “Masther” and
sixty pounds a year for uncertalnty and
writing “for the papers.”
The Sense of Humor,

Persons casunlly meeting Mr. MacManus
compliin that he does not live up to hl

reputation as a humorigt ih private life, ae
his muanner 18 serfous and absorbed; but his
friends find that his every-day sense of
humor 18 sufliclent for all purposes, espe
cinlly when he planys éome practical joke on

them, as hoe is gometimes given to doing. Hi
hag the traditional Irish qualities of quiet
wiggery, of warm-hearted Impulses and of
feghting some more for Ireland.” In his
more individual tralts he has a sure-hend-
eidness that s authoritative, He does not
surrender his convictlons and enn “‘argufy"

us persistently as hls own Billy Baxter. In
his young days the father of Seumas Mac
Manus wag known as the greatest fighter
the efrongest man in his parts; his mother
I8 still noted for her witty power of ridi-
cule and her homely humor, The projective
power of the father's transmitted aggressive.
ness and the wit and homely logie from the
maternal influence have made a combination
of wital force that the son is turning te
good nceount. In the face of all hiz good
fortune Le has the admirahle sense to ae-
cept himself quite naturally and to keep his
hend stralght, that ls, from belng turned.
When It is turned It Is in reminiscence of
Donegal, for with the fun there is a human
pathog of sympathy in all hls writings, and
when he wears Donegal homespuns there
was a pride of place and a tender affection
of interest with Donegal's plodding children
that went along with the purchase that no
London tatlor could supplant, not to mention
the added value that “Shan dreamed the
warp and woof of It But that doesn'l
count very much; he s jnst as likely to
wear his worst hat to a reception and his
best In a storm, “*Where did you get that
hat?" he was nsked one day as he put on a
yachting cap preparatory to making a call
“In Derry" he replled, quite unconcernedly
Mr. MacManus 18 glving readings from his
storles and poems thls winter and he Is
meeting with unusual success; the quaint
inflection of speech, the.drollery of the Irish
manner and the inimitable Irish brogue
which Mr. MacManus accounts hils proudest
possession are as good as a trip to Ireland.

A Tooth Puller

The daughter of a Mississipplan
adopted Memphis her home
following story on her father

“Papa wae relating to the family and some
of his friends one day the experience he had
gone through in having a tooth pulled. He
sald the dentist pulled so hard that he pulled
him clear out of his chalr. I was only a little
glrl at the time, but I mustered up courage

who has

us tells the

to eay, half-musingly:
“*Well, papa, thot must have hurt mighty
bad.’

Soaell, T oguess It dd,) he replied, ‘it
vou conld have seen the two roots of that
tooth that were wrapped around my back-
bone you would know how It hurt without
asking me,'

“1 suppose he meant Jawbone, but the
laugh that followed was too loud for me to
hear the correction and I do not know to this

day where the roots of that tooth had taker
hold,”
‘?" e e . . . o ) ->
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A LARCE ASSORTMENT OF

Garden Flowers

ing twocent
Hurdy Roses, Lilles, Shrubs and Climbers,
Peonles, In ull colars 'hlm“n Phlox and minny
other flne bardy perennlals, ulso Gladlolus
and Dahllas. A big stockof the cholee=t va-
rleties atn very low price. All fleld grown,

large, henlthy pliants thut are sure 10 0100
thu |||-l Vi,
FREE with directions how to grow

‘ nnll. care for them o give best
CATALOG sults, If you are in any wiay
interested In |1nm rs ndupried to 6 cold l;llll‘lﬂu
you shi rl|1|IS[:Nl) FORTHIS BOOK—ITIS FREE.
Address, J, F, Rosentleld, West Polnt, Neb,
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Facts Are

assertlons—and It Is a well
fact that In the celebrated
(T $3.50 SHOES you get the
fine gquality of leather—the
style and tone you do in the
grade shoes others ask you
and' 3$6.00 for—in buying them
you get them direct from the
at factory prices.
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Juabon de Arnica,
Savon Dentifrice IV Arnica.
Arnica Zahn Seife,

I The Only International Dentifrice,

'I'Iu- H‘tumlurd for jo years,

Prasorven qul iens the teeth, strengthons
the guus eluns the breath,

25¢ ut All Druggists,
€ H.5TRONU & CO, , Praps, ,Chicago,U.5, A
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Buy Seeds Intelligently

CATALOGUE of GARDEN and FLOWER SEEDS

SENT FREE nr:“rqum-ﬁl :Irll-s' ul: £
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132 paces, beautifully
Mustrated in colors

limw} 8t. Paul, Minn.
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ALL DRUGGISTS.

DO YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS SCIENCE
IN NEATNESS? BE WISE AND USE
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All the Ladies KEnt

Gold Medal

Chocolate Bon-bons

By Express,
v 2,83 nand 5 pound hoxewn, 60e 0 pound

W. S. Balduft,

st.,

1520 Farnam Omahn,
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is the foundation on
which is built the
enduring fame of the
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Standard Typewriter

WYCKOFF,

327 Broadway
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FARNAM ST,

HRANCH, 1410

Mrn, Winslow's Soothing Syrap.
Hus been used for over FIFTY YHARS by
MILLIONS of MOTHERS for their CHIL-
DREN WHILE TEETHING, with PER-
FECT SUCCESS, It SOOTHES the CHILD,
SOFPTENS the MBS, ALLAYS all PAIN,
and I8 the best rem-

Sold by Druggists
In every part of the world, Be sure and
ask for “Mmrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup,”
and take no other kind. Twenty-five cénts
& bottle.
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