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Some New Wrinkles
for Fighting Fires

Beyond n doubt the firemen who “ran with
the machine” in hy-gone years were as poer-
sigtent fighters of the NMamea and as intrepld
in the face of danger as thelr successors
of todny, Yot not one in ten of those brave
old fellowas would be competent to serve in
any thoroughly up-to-date fire department
of thees times. For fire flehting has been
reduced to smmething opproaching an exact
gelenceg and the new wrinkles therein that
have been adopted in the past few years
would puzzle anyone not specially iralned
to the fire fighrer’s trade those dayvs when
anyone who could held a nozzle, swing an
axe or tit a4 ladder against o house [ront
would do for *'the department™ hiave per-
manently passod awny.

O course the het result of the introdics

tion of =cientitfte devices for fighting fire
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tends toward the greater salvage of property.
BBut the primary object of nearly all the new
wrinkles is either to make the fireman's
hazardous occupation less dangerous 1o
himself or {o Increase hils cfMiclency as o
life saver And, as shown by municipal sta-
tistics, the diminution of fatalities at fires
hoth among firemen on duty and Inmates
of burning buildings bas been very marked
in recent vears.

The very newest fire fighting wrinkle Is
the “lght" epglne. The first englne of this
type will soon be put Into serviee by the
fire department of the clty of New York,
It was desglgned by the recently appointed
chief, Edward Croker, Once in use it will
undoubtedly be copled by every large city
in the eountry, and {t has already been
doctded by the New York department to
adil geveral others as speedily as possible,

Not Water, hut Hiamination,

The new englone will not he used directly
to help put out fires, Nor will it be used
at all in the daytime. But in the night time
it will be invaluable to the firemen, It will
hiave a high pressure  boiler and a high

o escape, because In the darkness and
gmoke hp does not know which way to turn
for safety, Often esen after the floor or
roof hns sunk under his feet the fireman
might still eaave himself if he could only
dee, Bomewhere In most “‘caves' there (8
a4 way outl, or n shelter, but at night the
fireman, groping  helplessly in the dark,
must rely entirely on his gense of touch
1o find elther

With the *“light’ engine on the ground
conditions will be changed. Then the fire-
man's work will be almost as fully fllu-
minated at night as in the daytime and the
record of fatallties will be very materially
lowercd, Then the flickering Hitle night
lanterns, peeping through the smoke ke
tiny yellow fireflles, will be things of the
piat,  Mareover, there will be grealer ef
ficlency as well as greater safety and a
noteworthy increnso of salvage. The “fire
patrol™ men will know just where to find
the most valuable goods aud how to cover
them up to the hest ndvantage,

Like the ordinary ““steamer,'” the “llght™
engine will Have an upright boiler, It will
develop elghty  horse-power, all of which
will be employed dn drlving the dynamo
The cosxt will be about $2.000, It will be
hauled by two horses and will be statlonel
In the beart of the big whaolesale dry goods
digtrict where fires are most dangerous anl
eostly and generally come at night., The
totnl welght of the machine will be some-
what over three tons; it will carry a erew
of threa men—an engineer, a fireman and
a driver. In proportion to the benefits it
will bring, the “lHght' engine's frst cost
and the maintenance cost of about $4,000 a
year, are Insignificant, though the small
towns will probably not he able to use it
on this account. It would be impossible
to snve this cost by adding a searchlight
cquipment to an ordinary steamer, for the
reason  that the lght, to be of any real
service, would consume all the pm\j('.r that
the best engine could furnish,

Life Saving Cage,

Although the life saving cage recently
adopted by the New York fire department
has not yet been put to a practical test, the
firemen expoet great things from it It looks
not unlike a tobogegan. It Is about six feet
long and two and a half wide, with wire
slidles and o curved bottom made of heavy
metal, It is made tp run along a strong lad-
der, elevated by means of a windlass and
worklng on o revolving platform fastened
at the front end of the hook and ladder
truck that carries it. It is attached to a
stout wire cable which passes over a pulley
al the toap of the ladder and s under the
ontrol of a fireman whose station is on the
truck, After the ladder has been ralsed, It
Is swung anround against the front of the
bullding and then the *‘cage' is ready for
husiness.

The operation of the cage s very slmple,
The truck is brought close to the curb in
front of the bullding In which the fire has
cut off the Inmates, the ladder s elevatod
and swung into place and half a dozen agile
flremen shin up like monkevs even hofore
It has found the wall, Arrived at the top
they make thelr way through the windows
Into the rooms where the firebound people
awalt thelr coming, All who ean elimb are
gent down the ladder in the ordinary way.
When anyone unable to elimb through phys-
fend dsability, nervousness or fear g found,
the cage Is sent up with a rush, the ladder
gerving as a runwiay. As soon as the cage
reaches the window where it is to be used
the uneonseions or unwilling  person for
whose rescup It has come ls bundled Into
it o an upright position. Straps furnished
with strong snops are fastened about the
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hiead and shoulders and the cage s sont
down with its humin freight, The passenger
could nelther fall out nor jump out, even if
e wanted to. It Is estimated thut one per
son can be rescued every minute from n
helght of four stories with the aild of (his
contrivance,

Truck No. 20, which earries the capge, is
undoubtedly the best equipped fire truck
in the world., It Ig located at 157 Mercer
street. ‘“‘Babe,’" “Sarah' and *“‘Johnson,™
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oquipment of '

the rate of o mile o four minates
sSmoathering.
The smoke holmet,

awkward-looking
high and somewhat
the first a powerful bay and  the others eamference.

TOOLS FOR FIREMEN,

guarded and tended
oy carefully ag n woloh,
much attached o it,

TTHE HASTENGS TOURNANMENT,

soma who are povtstonesd to taldng thely
alr strwdght existenco o that helogs 18 not
pleasant. It s Intended o e worn in
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Fastidious Men

are the ones thint are ensy Lo plense with
the celebrated REGENT §3.50 SHOES, for
they see it glance that they get the same
identien) styles and the sume rellnbile gunld
ity of leather that they doin the high grade
ahoos othier dealers ask $6,00 and §6.00 for
pur prices are $2.050 o $LL0 for your cholce
of uny leather, ineluding patent leather

THE REGENT SHOE CO.

L06 So. I15ih St., Omnha.
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