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Omaha Man’s Romance

of the Civil War

Living quictly in Omaha, ot 2123 Wirl
atreet, I o here of  om of  the peculing
romancesd thot moark the c¢ivil war—a man
who treasureg as o tribute to his deed of
daring 4 handeome  medal gtrack o his
hanor by order of cohgress more than i
quarter of o century afterwardy.

This man a8 Andrew J. Traynor, general
biperage neent of the Unlon Pacifie roail.
Unassuming and mibd of manner, the An-
drew Traynor of todoy gives Httle evidence
of the flerce lighter he st have been
back In the "6 Although Mr. Traynor has

Bt his mednl more thon two yourg his mod-
eaty has Kept bim from glyving the full de

tulls of tha eplsodo by which he won it to
tho publle Ag told by llm It s as fol-
lows

“In 1864 1T was a corporal in Company 1),
First Michigan cavalry of volunteers, sdtia-
Honid ot Fore Alliiny, Vi, On March 16 of
that year | wig sent on o number of goout-
Ing expueditions with Thomas Donahue, an-

other soldier dttached to the dame station
A short dstance from Fort Albany, In the
vicinivy ‘of Moson's L, we were gurprlssd

by a detachment of guerriling and the two
of us thrown Into an lmprovlsed prison
where five ather unjon soldiers were ciap-
Livaes M ecourse 1| wias not Inclined to
remain In prison any longer than I had to
wrl ot once set about trylng to devise gomae
pian o eseape, not only for myself, but
nlan for my comriades,
Some Despernte Flghting,

“We hurrledly conferred together, some
of  them  expressing the fear  that they
might  be Killed  should  they  make the
attempt, but we did not glve them  time
vnough (o consider the donger. We mide

a charge upon the gaerrillas who were stiind-
ing guord, took thelr arms from them after
fenrful strugele In which ol thelr
number were Killed, It wns o question of
kKilling them or being killed ourselves and
nikturilly woe preferred protect own
Hyoes.

i Lwi

Ly our

"Oue of the slain was John Lee, a nephow
of Genernl  Hobert K, Lee, ot the  head
of the confedernte army, and the other John
Sterritt, known as one of the most reckless
and daring guerrillas who followed the rebel

Mg, Loeo wiae the Orst to full, o bullet
huving plerced his neck. He made i des-
porate fight, but was outelassed. Sterritt
offered the spme Kind of resistance, but 1o
Bpity of the odds he had to give way.

“Wo were now oo longer prisoners, hut
the gquestion wias how to get back to Fort
Albany amd report (o my commander, |

started back at once, travellng In a4 round-

ibout winy to nvold being enptured by pur-
suers whom 1 knew would bo on my treall
at short ootlce and would expect me Lo
tike the road bock to the fort, My com-
panion, Donahiue, and the otlier prisoners
who had been freod by our encounter, dld

not necompany me, but each man lookaed out
for his own safety,
An ide.

“Tha road was rouph, and dashing through
the serubby woods on o spirlted horse with
one of my eyes badly hurt by a blow re-
eelved from ono of the rebels, left mo In n
rather disflgured conditlon. It becamo neces

Adventuresonme

sary for mo to got o drink of wuter and
sighting In the distance an old southern
homestond 1 resolved to take my chances
and made direct for (L It proved to be the
mansion of o fumily named  Shreves ot
Aspen Hollow, a Hitle place only a short

distance from Fort Albany.

"While stationed at that post 1 had maode
the acgualntanee of the daughter of the
househiold, Mattle S8hreves, whose father and
mother were old-time southerners and npat-

urally  Kept their ehlld o sympathy with
the southern cause. Her fother, howoever,
had taken the cath of allegiance, which In
Wmeasure readgsured me With my horse

foaming 1 arcived at the Shreves place and
wiwi quichkly recogtlzed by the young woman.

“OUWhat's the matter?  exclitedly  ex-
clihmed the young girl,
“ONothing,' 1 replied, ‘only 1T must have

drink of water.'
“Miss Mattle brought

i
me i olags of milk

fustend of waler and then anxipusly In-
quired whether she could render any fur
ther asslatonce. Her father emerged from
the houge and joloed his doughier with
equil curioshty, They could see by my in
Jured eyo and lncernted face that | had beon
in some kind of an encounier, but before
I could glve an esplanation 1 sighted o
party of southern pursuers who had struck
my trill coming straight for us

CUThat s what Is  the matter, Mr,

Shreves," 1 sald, pointing to these desperite
followers, which explained everything with
out a word

NHents 0 Sucecssiul Retrent,

‘After n hasty conference 1 asked Shreves

to got 4 gun and help drive them off, |
lnslsted thot T would stand my ground and
fNeht. Misa Mattie realized the danger. 'Go,’
she =ald, Ner father gtosd gilent, motloning
In the only direction which offered an es
cape. 1 took the hint, wheeled my horse
dushed over the (epoes and was soon oul
of sight,

*My pursuers hurried (o the Shreves
homwe a8 qulckly us they coulld, where Mr
Streves halled them apd held them o con
gultution while 1 kept right on and reached
the fort In safely Miss Maltle and her

tathor soeted to have influenced the ribels
to abandon the pursult, Upon reaching the
fort 1 reported what had happened. My
guperior officers expressed unbounded sur-

prige and went to see for themselves the
results of the fAeht

YAlter v brief rest T oeot out agndn with
N detachmont for an escort dotailed to go
with me to the place where the prison hal
heen kept, We reachod the scene of the flght
without specind fneilenr and found the two
dead guerritlas st unburied We  dug
trenches for them and gove them o hosty
burtal. T wis personally  eomplimented by
the commanding oficer for what 1 had tie-
complished o saving mysolf nnd comrades
I nover expected nor aought auy red ognition,

”

THOMAS DONAHUHE, NOW OF

TICIPANT IN THE MASON HILL

but two years ago 1 received this letter
which you see framed on the wall:™

The letter reads:

WABHINGTON, Id, C.,
Traynoer, s, Generad Baggoage Agent
Union Pacitic Railrond, Omaha, Nab,—8ir:
You wre hercvby notifled that by direction of
the president, and under proviglons of the
net of approved March 3, 1563,
providing for the presentation of medoals ol
hunor to such otlicers and privales as have
most destinguished tnemselves In aetlon,
congressiondl medal of honoer has this doy

Sept, 20,

Andrew

CUNRTUSES

i

beon présented to you for most distn-
pulshed goallantry in action, the following
belng o stivtement of the particular service:
“Noear Moa=on's Hill, Voo, March 16, 1364,
thig soldior, then a corporal in Compuany
Il._‘ Iirst Michlgan cavalry, with one com-
pinion, haviog been sent out on @ scoul
from Fort Albany, Va., was surprised and
ciplurcd by a detunchment of [our pguers
villns, whose prisoncrs numbeted soven in
wll, Whille two of the enemy were absent
Corporal  Traynor and  other prisoners
selged the avms of the two guorrillng on
gunrd and Killed the other two when they
returned  and the whole party escaped,

For this act of gallant and soldlerly con-
duct the corporal was at the time thanked
by the depurtment commander.”” The medol
will be forwarded to you by reglstered mall

as soon ns W oshall have boen engraved
Respectfully, It. A. ALGER,
Becretary of War
A Mednl of Honor,
Mr. Traynor Xeeps the medal at his home

BAY CITY,
ADVENTURE,

encagsitd In the silk-lined box that carried It
plece of solid gold,
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thought of the brave corporal on account of
hls individual worth, the fire in her southern
blood could not permit her to entirely forget
the stars and bars, Among Mr. Traynor's
. war relles I8 a note recelved from Mattle
| in tha June following the date of the guer-
rilla Killing. A copy follows

TN :
ERAREOEL ) ANDREW:  While It may be
true that there are two of God's
avalry, Il noblemen less, the siars and bars
i | gtlll wave, God bless them
Muason's | ] MATTIE
1“' [\};‘ | * seasbaEREEEE AN AR R R . :
. The war ended and Andrew Traynor turned
have had the to pursuits of peace nand business.  In hoth
iid he been In- he has met with gratifyving succoess, -
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tering raflrond work, he hag reached o good

ANDREW J. TRAYNOR OF OMAHA
HONOR.

RECIPIENT

nform-
neatly
linen

posititn, - For years he has been a respected
citlzen of Omuha, He Is o companionable
gentleman, still on the sunny side of life

stautlonery used by the War department. 1t despite the viciasitudes he has encountered.
covers o regular letter-size sheet and the Mattie Shreves §s no longer a girl in
frame that surrounds it s cestly, but plain. Virginia, She developed inte a cultured

But of all the relice ineldent to the woman, becoming the wife of a man who Is
Mason's Hill eplsode, one stands out in connected with the Postoffice department at
prominent relief above all others—It Ig the Washington City. She is now Mrs, Muttle
platol with which Corporal ‘Traynor shot Donaldson, the matron of a happy home In

unid killed

and ball pl

stol,

well-preserved.

“There

polnted to

Thomas |
poral Traya

junket, 15 still allve, 4 resident of Day Clty,

It

is,"" sald

i corner

yonanhue,
1wor on that

of
keeps the pistol encased In o scabbard, the
game one that woas originally madoe for It

who accompanled Cor-

Lee nnd Sterritt,
The weapon Is an old-fashioned army cap
anclent

In

Mr.
hi

Georgetown, almost within sight of the na-
tional eapital,

appearance, but Mr. Traynor was in Washington on a

business trip about seven years ago. He
Traynor, as he called at the home of Mr. and Mrs, Donald-
s lbrary. He son and there was a happy reunlon In

which the tragedy of Mason's Hill was re-
viewed amid the peaceful environments that
characterize the re-united north and south.

memorable scouting

Laundry Work

Mich, There are also numerous other sur-
vivors who are familinr with the circum- . iy A
stanees, Among them are: 8. L. Brass, Ill tllC l)hlllpplnes
a woll-known attorney of Juniata, Neb.o J.
W. Smith of Owosso, Mich.; Joseph Cross, Here in the Philippines are new difl-
B, T. Weale and Bradley Bennett, each of culties in connection with the lnundry prob-
Ovid, Mich.; W. A, Linman of Elsie, Mich,, lem, relates a correspondent of the Chlcago
and Colonel H. I, Wells of Washington City, Hecord. And to {Hustrate this assertion an
all of whom were members of Mr. Tray- Incldent that happened to n troop of the
nor's company.  The father of W. L. Park, Fourth ecavalry Is told, It §s told as the
the Unplon Pacific superintendent at North Soldler told jt—with certain parts elimi-
Platte, Neb.,, was the captain of the com- bated.
pany “The laundryman?' the trooper queried.
But She Was n Itebel Still, “Oh, his pame was Pedro. On the first diny

However

r

"SEWARD

much
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Mattie Shreves

1849

FoorT

may

have when the top sergeant asked him his name

BALL TEAM.

January 14, 1000,

he only grinned, expoging to view two rows
of betel-astalned tonth of nssorted slzes The
tt asked Wim again, and Pedrp an-

him, ‘No sabby,' The sergeant was

not up on Spanlsh nnd tonk the expression
tor the name. So the pass wos filledl out,
‘Pedro Nosaby, wash gentleman.' It becaiie
a fixture, that name Jdid, In the barracks

of the Fourth cavalry at Pasay, as did also
the native

“he guards had strict orders to allow no

or vendore the grounds Dut
was an exception, Pedro did washing
and he did it on the "Jaw-
plan.  Anil
Pedto o

natives on
e ro
for the goldlers,
bone' plan, That's
then the first sergennt
1ass, ostensibly as a
ronlity to insure thi
khaki Whit PedrB's
m know, or cared,
ter; thing wae certaln—I'edro as
latundryman wag a flat fnllure Clothes in-
variably returned minus several buttons No
one would ever guspect that they had been
treated to o bath wers ot the fact
that they were scruptlousiy f 1ded  and
ironed when delivered. Theres wps a
of importance and an air of s iperforlty aboul
 swarthy Individual that seemed to defy
geveroe wWns

eredlt
had given
favor to DPedro, In
retiirn of his eledn
former voeation hnd
[or that mat-

the

o onoe

Liut ong

14 fop

BENSe

reprimand
Perhaps

felem, and a
ually followed
th u._f_“-,, of the men nt the
g'eht of the wan, pinched thotlhi-
pick legs of the large assortment of pleka-
ninnies who trailed Papn Peilro’a shirt
talls and strugeled to balanee hig bundles of

apology,
touched

faces and

by an

wWoere

¢lothes on thelr wee hemds.  Podro never
carrled bundles, Besides, he wore a derby
hat of the German comedion varlgty, and

It was sugpected that he wore [t

for the sole
purpose of dodging the ‘carry’ uct

“Sametimes the bupdles would  be re-
tvrned to their respective owneis in the
courge of a few days, It more often a
woek or ten davs would slip by, and the
trooper, reduoced to his last cloan garment,
would loudly threaten Pedro with immedi-

wle and barbarous punishment. Modre would
smile blandly and gather up the remalnder

of the trooper's wearlng apparel In utter
disregard of the fact that the trooper would
then be reduced to the clothing he huad on
his back.

“Saturday and muster day came. Pedro
had been misging for a week, and with him
almost every dress Khakl sult in the troop

At O o'clock there was an The
Inspecting ofMlecer was known to Lie a striet
disciplinarian,.  The guns and equipments

were slick ns pins and the troop borber had

inspection.

been busy with the fuces of the men since
early in the morning. At 8:45 the bugle
sounded assembly. At S:45 Pedro was still

missing. The air was blue with titles aMixod
to 'edro's pame. The sergeant appeared in
a eanvas fatigue blouse and white trousers
nnd ordered the men to fall In. Just as the
Ingpection officer arrived the troop lined up
elaid in the most astonishing costumes ever
witnessed on Inspectlon day, Combinatipng
of poajamas and ponchos were conspleuous,
One fellow who had waited too long ap-
peared In o cotton shirt and gne legeing,

“Sergeant,” roared the inspecting afficer,
'what do you mean hy turning out the troop
In this manner? Do you think it's a joke?
If do I'Il change your mind In short
order,’

' “8ir)" said
fault, He—'

“*"Who's I"'edro? What's he got
e

“He's the wash lady—I mean
man, sir, You ha's vamooseil
ot all our clothes and—'

you

the sergeant, ‘It's all Pedro’s

to do with

laundry-
gep and he's

*Dismiss the troop and report te me at
my quarters," growled the Inspecting oM-
vor, Just How the sergeant smoothed It over
no one over I\'IH'W.

“"Late that afternoon Pedro, minus his
derby hat, his clothes solled and an expres-

slon of disgust and Indignation written on
his dusky face, appeared pn the scene. Tt
took the combined knowledige of the whole

troop to understand what he had to soay, be-
cause he tulked in Spanish. Pedreo had de-
cliled to extend his business bhevond the
south lHnesg. With that object in view he had
applied at hemwdguarters In Maniln for o gen-

eral poss through the Hoes. The elerk who
Issues thege pusses, belng versed In Spanish,
had no trouble In gelting Pedro's surname
nnd fled in the poass aceordingly 'edro

liad some fricunds who Yived bevond the south
lnes and he deeided to take o holidny and
visit them, Having

WO, pusses he wos as-
stured that he cond go upmolesgtad by th
aentrics. Guarding this line was g regiment
that had recently arrived  from  America,

whoge efficlency In eatehing smugglers wis
the pride of the officers connected with that
orgunization,

“Podro boldly presented the general
and was promptly passed through thie lnes

JHIER

When Pedro returned Iote that afterpoon
his step was upstendy. Undor his helt he
curried a large-sized 'heno’ Jjag. When he
approached the putpost he wis 6t ©oeace
with himself and the world and wa ¥
singlog "Viva Amoricano!” *Viva Apu

The sentry halted him and Pedro pre vird
his barrack pass by mistake. The sentry re

membering him by his derby hat dmmedi

ntely discovered that the pass was notl ‘reg

ular.,” Not belng good bevond that line, he
knew that It was not the one on which
Pedro had been admitied, Pedre saw  hie
arror and found his regulur pi the
gentry compared them. The nnmes 111

ferent. Pelro was arrested o 1 1o
the guardhou Seven duyvs lmer an orderly
from the cavalry guards choneed to ride 1o
the south line and saw Pedro working on
the road with the other prisoners, The of

derly explained the elrcomstances and that
afternoon  Pedro  delivered  the missing

¢lothes,"




