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00000 000000000000 “Nance knows every foot o' the way,” sald } to ewim, 1 mean?"’ leaned forward, striving ta plerce a lttle ' strooger and the rain hnd  almest entirely
(2) Slag. *“He don't need to lead her none™ “Threo  times, Thev'll  be higher still | way into the bluckness. All 4t once he felt | ceasad. They were on high, open ground
“Toake my gun, Kid,”" sald a big-bearded | going back." }n branch sweep across hig face. They were and the boy felt that they could see his form
O, C"RISTMAS EVE A]. T“E ﬁlll_(:". fellow called “*Whiskers,” holding up an im- “Dark, aln’t it? Could rou see any at | Inthe woods! At the same ingiant the mare | against the horizon.
o menge revolver all?" stopped swimming, She had glven up the “Good Natoe, beuutiful Nanse,"” he whis
F:é i ! ; ) “Too heavy, Got one, thank you. Good~| «juse the tree tops a litle, but the mare | StruEsle! but no, for ho felt her plunging | pered and repeatod agaln and agaln the low
. ALBERT BIGELOW PAINE IN NEW YORK HERALD. bye, boys, '} be back by dayight if L come | inows the rosd and buttling for a foothold on =oll! ground, | glenal that urged her forward. “We must
(=) at all,” and with a signal to the restleas “Do you think you'll get back all right " They ]1'.{}I|‘lul'h"1i the other hank, and she | heat these cutthroats: we miust get to 'Th
ljgjy’-ﬁ@ﬂ‘.-'ir'i‘l‘-'!'-‘lsﬁ'.'-‘Xl"f-‘l".ii".i'l":".‘,-."l OO0000 mare the boy hounded away into the night “I've got to. Say, run that steing up over | Was climbing whetre it wns steep and #lp- Guleh with Nellle's doll. You can do i1,
= e and raln. The men, listening in silence. | po shoulder.  There, that'll stay, | guess. | Pery. He gave her free rein, and all at once | Nance!  You can do it! Gol will help you
L entererd. heard the splash of the mare's feet until he | o ke out sour money and te that @ 2¢ found himself saying n vy, |t do It Nanoe O God, if you will help
The mines had been shut down for six "How Is she? How s she, tonight, Doe?" [ pepched the woods !;m-klm my bel. That'll do; good night.' "God help me 1o redch The Guleh!™ he nynee to beat these cotthreats 1 owill be a
weaks And money in the camp was searce. | they asked in a subdued ‘chorus “That Kid's a brick," sald Whiskers “but 1| inviii 0 minute” called the "I_]“I_:\ Here, | Whigpered.  “God help me to reach Nellle in [ yorer boy. | will write home and 1 will
Bad woenther had set in early and the con- It was ralning outside and the newcomer | wigh he'd taken my gun. " [ tike this to (he Htile girl as 4 merry Chrlst- | thme:® néver 1ouch another card.  Only help Nance
tinued raln found its way through the raoof “'-i”\;"ll over to the fire “The less he has to carry the better,” sald mag from me.” He ¢lung to the struggling miare's mane, | to zet there (n tlme with Nollle's doll!"
of many a ¢abln. There was beglnning to “There'll be & change by moroing or be- | Dr, Dick. “He's light and got & good horse. Ho wenl to n alinowcase and teok otit a and after what seemed an eternity to the | vl are polng (oodo 1. Nance!™ he mur-
be sicknese. - In the cabin of Snndy Careon fore. I can’t tell you till then.” He paused [ 1Us o fearful tide, but he may make it beautiful shiny breastpin and a palr of eue- boy, he felt that they had reached the Tevel | oo g cna then suddenly from beliind came
there was 1 little girl—the only little girl In and, turning suddenly, added: “'Boys, (s They entered, anid the doctor, after a hasty | o0 011 ononocurd togother ground. 'llhl n he knew, from the branches | oo opoy peports on the night. The kid
the camp—very ll. A cold at first, then a I!Iﬂn HET"IMM!- here that will ride over to|supper, returned to the Carson cabln. “1 onn slip thege {n the pnokage all rii.'.ht,"l“"""'“m his face, that they were lo the | 00 0o vione ghoulder shrink with a flerce
fever, had come and day after day little, Green;Valley, fonighit 1" = he sald, 1 saved what they com by not yooda, undia. little/Jateritunt they were l""'HHr_.-,. for & moment and grew numb,

’ haired Nellle Carson, whom the There wasa a moment of silence. (irecn I woing to o dance tonlght '||u!- mavhe 'I'ht'\"ll fn the ‘roud, | “Nance! O Nance, they have shot met!™
Mllmr}-‘:'q :1.:'? IU\:'|:11 and petted and spoiled Valley, the nearecst town of any gize, was n The last clerk in the big general store at ;'“]L_l‘“_';;‘_'_ r;“_ e DA - s “Good Nuance!" .’“ﬂ sald, patting her neck | The mare had hounded forward st the
:;“T_“!:h"' first day of her arrival, steadily ;I:m_ul twonty miles uu.u}' and the mf‘_'m were | Green Valley was just getting ready to ¢lose “0h, sure!" sald the Kid, “girle always ‘N.]l";‘-_i';‘ -m\:-’-;l-”tl-u-lr::-M:‘-:." o C o ishots 4nd was now runniug wilidly.

ow worse and wasted until the whole selleved to be lmpassible.  The stage hud | for the night, It was past 11, and the final | . jewelry, Thank you." At el '*"”L-_ M= I“_"j'_‘“ ane BOF T Keep 1t up, Nance—keep it up. 1'11 hang
:{:i;;:! 8‘;1:;?111&\\'11“']'"'!‘!" even up at the Red misged two trips. Creeks were awollen aud | straggling Christmas Eve customers were He hurried out tp where the blg mare was “;lmh;l ﬂl\‘; “;”‘h th"“lmll YREY: el 1 Then !uu i1 can, O God, help me to hang on!"
P ; the enud in places would be to ¢ horses' | gone. g stood i nod or ¢ - i i R = ; it they forded the second stream, which was | : TS < ) s 1 il -
Light, where they were gumbling. ) krr]mns. A gn:u.: of nurc;uwn ilnf(-:l_r:*:: (i:lll_' r;::m t‘ln::‘i:lug;::::t TmT: :;].r-lT;‘ur'lx::::‘;r:;lxull 1'21[1)1":11“ ”:r.m'h"'u in the ruin, staring into the Hghted | (0" cwint,  Just beyond was a stretoh of | He “.“'”M his lmlfl“-!? 1;' _! h_'_‘i‘"""l;ll‘: q‘:l'”:ltl__]l
Sandy Carson and hls wife, with thelr one of the road and the stage had been fired on. | muttering to himself: S "-'I.“‘v' ' . . 17 hilly, rough rouad, and it was here that the l":h”p e i:]'l " ll I'I "'“I'l f J i',‘]'i < k1
child, had srrived at the camp late o B pragayiy one of the men spoke. “l bate these kind of Christmases.” he We'va'/ KoL 10 ST¥ again, Nance, old | grion yolley stage had been fireil upon ll--['-"”' hla:teash; ~Thep hailenned Lorw fng a0
fall, with barely enough maoney to pay the “Aay of us would £0,”" he sald, “but 1]grumbled. *I don’t mind If it's cold, but this Rirl, _l"' &ald. . We had a hard pull com- had not feared a hold-up, for he thought | closed his "-"'“I_ !';r h"l G- ur"':‘l.m' Ir‘":“'l:
teamster ‘who. brought them, and there had | gony helleve there's a4 horso in the camp | rain. rain, rain, apd mud and slop sl over| o 0 " Ao i 1|h‘ LN ”"'“5 _I““ Bt pighwaymen would hardly expeet prey on | Presently he Pt o |r.“|:I-'llt3T: I-‘“]\JI
been little mining weather since. A8 stuted | ihne would carry grown man there and |everyihing, knocks trade silly, snd 111 per| "+ © B o K"[.ln'lr’ 1 N'm.r' f,nm:m"' BOL leuch a nlehit. The hills were slippery and downward aud’a m--m-m‘ |'””|_ IE -|-;’,..
l at the beglunlng, money in the camp WS, hack tonight, and the Kid here wouldn't care there nin't twenty couples over yonder at the | ‘”.I.;“.‘. 'h];t. :-!]r; r,”;,“l;r il..‘“’:[.) -IT“II:.u.T”r::k the mare toiled slowly from slde to side | WhH l'. . ““"I.‘ :;]”“J !"all‘"lm' ih e "
scirce, but It was, perhaps, more so in e | 1o rigk it, I reckon,” dance.” The eound of susle came Across | o IRIgs (RIS 95 e et KE. i |among the houlders. AR they reacheéd the BAY WEAURR LB JRE) Sl ; tra
Cirson cabin than under pny other roof in “Let the Kid talk for himeelt,” answered | through the roin, and the blurred Hghts | Nunee u“.l.l .‘Iu ln- l:--_-‘t golng to let Nellle upper plane and a mére level streteh of road -”..._,,|”.||. glrenm, Nauce, :.T».t-l wp ELr u||1;
The Guich: Thig fact had mude no difference | 4 helsk voice, and a boyleh figure stepped | showed where the soclety of Green Valley | Glg MR catipsie she settled once more into the swinging gal- [old girl,” he muttered falutly and then th
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DIRECTORY OF OCCUPANTS

GROUND FLOOR

R. C,. PETERS & C0O., Neal Estate, Rentals, ) BEE BUILDING BARBER SHOP, Ferd
Loans, Insurance I Buelow, Proprietor

THE OMAHA LOAN & BUILDING ASS'N,, [R. E. CAMPRELL, Court Rotunda, Cigairs
G. M, Nattinger, Seoretary and Tebaceo

MUTUAL LOAN & DUILDING ASS'N li')?\! AHA PLATING CO,, Basement.

FIRST FLOOR

BEE BUSINESS OFFICE Ir.T. H. BOWMAN

OMAHA WATER COMPANY. |I‘Il C. W, MALMQUIST.

BUFERINTENDENT BEE BUILDING Il"r\!-\ll-\ MECHANICAL BOILER CLEAN-

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH OFFICE
MARY FAIRBROTHER. |
VAN VLECK-MINTER, Chetlsts, ,

SECOND

HUGH MURPHY, Contractor.

ER COMPANY.

H. W, BAKER.

FLOOR

DE. A. K. DETWEILER.

DR, HIPPLE, Dentlst, | NEW HYGIENE INSTITUTE
DR. DAVIS COLLIERY ENGINEER €0
. B, BLOUTTER, Law OMece, | 1. B, HAYNES AND LEMON GOLID MIN-
NORTHWESTER MUTUAL LIFE INSUR.| ING ©0.. of British Columbin
ANUCE CO:, John Steel, General Agent | JAMES N; (. WYLIE.
DR CHARLES ROSEWATER CLINTON BRIGGS

EQUITANLE LIFE ASBURANCE S0OCIETY, | MISS EVANS, Art Studio.

FIDELITY MUTUAL LIFE INSUHANCHE|®E W. SIMERAL, Law Ofces
0., Philadelphla, Pa,, Wm. H, Brown, | SIMERAL & BROWN, Law Offices.
Manager.
THIRD FLOOR
CANTON BRIDGRE €O, Ward & Towle, |OMAHA WHIET CLUB.

IR, AGNES V. BWETLAND.

PACIFIC MUTUAL INSURANCE CO., A, V.
TODD, General Manager

THE GRANT PAVING CO, Pavis
ments and Sldewalks, John Grant, Supt.

In-| DR, , F. MONTGOMERY.

GRAIN GROWERS' MUTUAL HAIL ASS'N.

JEAN . DE KOLTY.

DR, W. 0. BRIDGES,

Western Agenta.
DR. MORIARTY, Occulist and Aurlst.
DR. R, A. MITTELSTADT, Dentlat,
DR, O, B, HOFFMAN,
EQUITY COURT ROOM, NO. 6.
WEBSTER, HOWARD & CoO,
BUrance.
DR. S J. QUINBY,
VIAVI COMPANY,

Street

Fire

FOURTH FLOOR

DR, FREDERIOK F. TEAL. WASHINGTON LIFE INSURANCE OO,
NASON & NASON New York F. U, Ty, General Agent,
H. B, BOYLES, S:haonl of Stenography | PENN. MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO,
G, W SUES & €0, SBollcitors of Patents. |DEXTER L, THOMAS, Real Estite
PROVIDENT LIFE & TRUEBT CO0., Phila- | DR. HANCHETT

Aciphin. A. Laneing, Geonernl Agent. A, L CUYLER & €O, Dentisis” Supplies

DR 1. A. MERRIAM, BQUITY COURT, ROOM NO
JOS, R, CLARKSON |DONN., MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 00,
CENTRAL LIFE INSURANCE COMDIANY, Johs Sylvan Brown, General Agent.
A, R, Edmiston, General Agent [, W, CHADWICK,
OMAHA COAL EXUCHANGE MISR EVA MeCAW

THE BANKERS' UNION OF THE WORLD. | HARRIS ABSTRACT €0,
FIFTH FLOOR

ARMY HEADNQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI

SIXTH FLOOR

1L M WOODWORTH
| PROVIDENT SAVINGSE LIFE ASSURANCH

W. T. GRAHAM
BEE EDITORIAL RODOMS

PEE COMPUOSING ROOMB LOCTETY OF NEW YORK, M. F. Rohrer
STATE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 00, | and ™ llus Meyer, General Azents
Worcester, Mass., J. W. Cralg, General |GEORGE K. RING

Anent. | W, ©
E, TURKINGTON, Attorney. |

SEVENTH FLOOR

TOYAL ARCANUM LODGE ROOMS,

FAIRDROTHER.
G.

Only the Best Tenants Admitted
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night and the roar of water, and the sound

to Dr. Dick, who worked & elalm in pleasant | out facing Dr “What's wanted at | wans making merry on Christmas Eve ) gL ;
s f < X I y 8 0 ' " ¢ ST B ' ) i v Or i 11 v and mingled un-
weather and practiced medicing between | Green Valley ? Ha was about to turn back to make the: HKe himself, whinoled o little and hnmt-l decent going, I!tv nulh:ni lhln Lhe rain had | of ni;r !Im I“tnljml.\:l "“eil:u‘rtnl“'lrl “: Inpled
1 2 nwv | - . " 1 o { I o he wis dash- AT ML uny P B me et . 1 i { NEE sallence,
times. He remnlned with the Carsons dny The doctor looked at hig questioner. ‘The | final preparations for closing when another 10 understand. A moment .“‘” he was '.I'”'l..i well nigh oedased Im Iqi IIuI i!' u.‘r-. '."“ d ol ended into bia
and night, nlmost, and the miners knoew | boy could not more ‘than 17, and was | sound came to him from fir down the street. | 'NE hack down the -“ll*'-: into the i-lu-lhni-r.- he n l-ri-nhlnr in the ‘r ¥ = l:.rml.. i I.:uum
that he would save Nellle if bumuan skill | slight for hls age. He was supposed to be It was the splash of horse’s hoofs | that Iay between him and the Htil J.Er. who be clear and suniy for ¢hi ma or i i1
Id uvall A runaway ani drifted into camp one “Hello!™ he exclaimed; “somebady poming | W0 battling with death in Sandy Carson’s | moment he forget that darkoess and danger
EORER; SABE 3 in 1 ' ' ; } 0 ] 1 ’ ‘hen & mly } MAre. gave The Care vabin was a few hundred yarda
) . anxious as he to 4o what day from nobody kpnew where. Sines then| In late to the dance, | rveckon but the | @abin. As he 2pod along he could see her | shut Iim in, when .,u_ui-:-m__\ the mare gove | I'hee Carson ;:;.1 | |‘ wmdred ya :
They were as anx A ap LE 3 he had been oL r o [} {0 i r directly . U round, sunny face as ghe had looked boefore | o snort and plunged so guickly to one side | from  the red light on the Green Valloy
o hild apd had ordered ex- | & Rad heen mining and gambling ang ap- | horseman was turning directly toward the : = g
they aauld fos Luo BRRE A bt came | PEATEd to be an export at both, He gave | store, and presently dismounted where the ber illmess, and be oowdd see heside It an- [ that the Kid was almost unscated.  Then | rond, A group of men were gathered aboul
pensive luxuries by the stage |.1|.|_| h I::, hie neme as EILUS, but the men hsd christencd | Ught shone out inte the falllmg raln, jfe Othor faco—the fice of another Nellle—his | hiz heart stood still, for he heard men's | lts humble door, wilting.  Walting for dawn
down twice o week from Groen Valley, ot hirmy the Kid, and when Mitle Nell came he | fung the bridle lne over o bitching post, as | little sister back In the ecoawt. whom he had | muffed voldes, and then o sbarp, qulek | walting for the word that came now and
b o e A [} 114 » x L - L4 > b - 2 = . | 1 i L " . 10
opee, by [ir, Dick's udvite, I“:t‘ h"_‘,_' 1:[1 | had for some reason bocome her slave. Bince | he ealled out to the staring clerk not seen for two years,  Ho had idoliged her, | eall of “Halt! then from the little fever-wasted girl within
moned & great physicion from thi "‘k-‘.- wilo | her Ilaesa he had gambled very little. Dur- “f3et out the bigeest and Auest doll you'yi bt he remembered bitterly how even !1Is| The kil lmagined he saw the outlines of | walting for tho splush of boofs thoat would
had charged (hem $100, only to tell [h‘.'n.lhu the lnst few days none at all got, guich.'* love for her had oot béen stroang coough 10 | g man at Nuance's head | announto the Kid'a return. They had heen
that Dr, Dick was dolng all th '_" unyh _Il\ 1 UWall,” sald Dr. Dick, slowly, 18 he looked The clerk, hastening 1o obey, stil] stared | Ke€p him out of bad company, and how when | “Let go of that! you seoundrel!” he| there slnce 4 o'clock The raln had
living could do and that the fever st rub | At the slender figure, “"perhaps it is nothing | ot the figure that now enterdd his father had reproved him he had fled from | gercamed and drove his heels aealnst (h It‘.i-"'! and the sky wos almost clear, They
I8 courso. that will do apy good. hut tomorrow will be He saw that it was o boy or @ small mag, | Dig home in apger and never returoed Iln=!;|;_.|.\-'-. glde, There wis a smothered curee | tallted Vitle and in whispers, and when Dr

To D, Dick, who now hung over the htle | CUhristmas  and Hittle irl  has  been| but that was 51 he could tell, The Kid was | bad spent i yoar ot another camp  before | pe Nance tore her head free nnd daghod for- | Dick came out and epoke to them they hung
gufferer'® Dbed and watchwd the Autiering . promiseg n doll, and romembers It symehaw, [ @ mass of mad from head to foot, and he coming to The Gulch, and he had always | ward, The Kid saw the dark cutling go| upon his words It was  after & o'clock
broath, and felt the Httle, hot, wasted hand. f even in her fever. She is talking and rayv- | staggered a dittle as he walked. 1hl"l Incky, but the memory of Hitle sister { qown as he passed and then he heard horse's | now and the world was getting gray. Somie
it seemed that it cours, was wbout run. The | ing nbout {1, and when the chunge comes, if “I rode over from the Gulch slnee 7% Nellie had ‘“'""!' ’!="'_"""l' It was for this hoofs behind bim dn pursuir. of the men arose and ot times walkel a
pirents, exhpusted with watching, were (0l ghe jy conseipus, dleappointment would | e sald, a# he noticed the clerk's cutiosity | reason that Nellle :""""’“ had hecome his | qhe Hght In the sky wis getting somewhat * fgr us the edge of the woods o latea. They
the next room nsbeeg His patient bhad been | be bad, of couree, and | thought maybe it wo It's not very fast ridin’, Lut the roads gpe | DEL nnd becpuse o this= that during her| e = =

delirtons 4t Uimes and as bhe leaned over her | had the doll—a doll—to put right be- | pretty soft und 1 &'pose 1'm & some muddy !’ fllncss he had led n better lfe. He could
sho began utterlog i|“|'||-|- her—that —perhnps “From the Guleh! Modds'® The clerk | ot '."'.'”I the ”‘“.‘IF]”! h,l h.“il eying, :lm! he
‘g It Christmas yet, mammn?” she whis< | Tho oy wheeled, faoing the lstening men, | P9t down the box 3 his hands and looked at n'-!mm.-.r.-ui ml think t l‘u -ll'l\“!'l 1.r he reached |
perad.  “Yon #ald 1 could bave a doll when ‘Who's got 0 horse " he demanded ‘GGut | the boy in nmazemaont Tho ‘.-ilf"h r—.mh. _h-- .|:I.;.-.-r :....Hlu .|“ ”‘“'.. "
Christmus <came acd 1 owant It &0 had me o good horee ' b out of here in “Yes, and U've got to ger baok by duyllght ‘ He urgol ”‘.‘. HISTO (VWi Thaie wan:p|
' e we L e iU tes with that doll Hurey up #ity 1t The big- | fairly good streteh of rond for some distance
mammi ] kst it Christmas yet o Hhree minut : z 0 . ' | out of Groen Valley and they were making |

Dr, Dick Mited up bls head and stared ) 1 have! | have—fake mine!" came from | BTFt nnd highest-priced you go Vs for a|® s g e R e e

; o : A2 : 2 of th i ttls girl that's abour to die, and Dr. Dick | good headway. Thep they entered the heavy |
about helplessly. 1t woa Christmog ove,  He | different’ part fithe room : bnt if 'woods and the' rondl Became slippory He
bad searcoly thouszht of (L himself untll now, | *“l've got the best horse ln camp,” sald o JaMla 11 TuRy, Bave. ARL: oY W% KSR M Shorg. 28 Y I"i.lhl 4t 1.'-:- lower l-u-- -:':I 1t Hu-l
bt thi |r|{ ohtld in her upconsciousness hud | heavy shouldered man pamed Stag, 1) | time. You can te it l,”' Kaad, -804 tasten {fifo I-h -“.’|ri.‘l"nr .-\' ¥ "_\ I't‘ll'l- Eu:'ll‘n‘r‘ \’Ili. there
somehow remembered dnd through the bhurn- | have her here by the Ume gou're ready,” and | B¢ under the slichor : . ::r- : ) :\-:| .‘;l.:‘_“.m |Inr! g anl‘l‘ u'l
ing tie of fover had held fast to a promise | e dlsappoared without walting for reply. The pstoplshed clerk l.;urJu-ll) opened Lwo 8s a & AL 3 : : _ g
i ! : . “The Kid will need money—chip in, boys,” | 0r thrée paper boxes contalning waxen-faced | With diiculty. He knew that it was etil
of wetks befare. The tide was running out Il anothie haldine ot pla Nt dolls. The largest box held a full-dressed | rising, and he was anxlous to get there us
:':;'-w. its fofce wae n-'nr!._\‘ hI'vnl-I l,‘f '1““!":; | The coins rattled into it whils the boy waa | d0)1, with eyes that opened and clowed, #000 88 PORAINIE. The ARrkness in the waoda
8.5 DOCIIN. S momeny Waily R lh. muking hls only preparation for the ride “1'11 take this pne," sald the Kid. “Put {1 [ was fotense and he was compelled 1o trust
e %0 dsclde betwcen: lito and death. 18 oo "oy oy sant called s slleker. | up io thick paper and use a lot of big, strang | 1o the mare entirely. The falthful animal |
i only. the SRIFOLN b there. 1038y R h«r‘ jouned bhim by one of the men. When the | string’ kept steadily on, now on one side of "'w!
HASS MANSPEANSINING,, (Aine, Sisth hll” hat, heavy with stiver, was handed to him “That doll is §15," said the clerk, hesitat- | road. now an the other, seeming to know by |
just o c¢hanee, a bare chunce, that the de- fire ]-'i.nl'll‘ it over to Dr. Dick lbg instinet the safost path |
cinion might he--lif | (iive that to her folks," he auld. “They “IE It costs 00 1 want it answered the He could hear the stream roaring hefore

“Isn't it Uhristmas yet, mpmmat she ve- [ need it 11l pay for the doll myself And | Kid, sharply, “and 1 want (I8 6 hurry they gol to it
peated. “Ian’t &t Chrisimus yel ' without stopping for reply or commant he Ha reached one muddy hand under the ol “It o will be a tough pull, Nance' he re

Whon Mre Carson awoke Iir. Dick told | hurried out to where Slag was walting with [ coat a8 he spoke, and drew out a  little | flected but we'se got Lo make It
her I o large. handsome mare that wis tossing her | suck He could not tell, In the durkness, when

“Hiuve you the 4ol ?"" he beked anxlously ! head and stamping in the falling raln “Help yourasell out of that" he sald, drops | they had reached the brink, until he felt the

Tears sprang (o the poor woman's oyes l. “Hhe'll take you there and back If noy | ping It on (ke counter emare plunge forward and the water rise |

<, "1 have noever bought it I have promised | horge ean tonight,”* said Slag The clerk did up the doll in a wstout | ghout Lis logs
it 1o her for i year 1 toid ber that when The miners crowded out to s¢e him off, It | packuge The Kid ppeoed the slicker Head up stream, Nanoe! Head up stréam, |
Christmas came she should surely have It | was alresady dark and the rain was falling ‘Tie It around me, high up as you can; | old gird!
Then we meved here and thon Nellle was | hoavily, mére 1o the right.” He felt bher struggliog powerfully under
taken 1), apd 1 Ald vot remember, and, ob “Hold her up siream, Kid, when you ford,' Why. you're only n hoy exclaimed the | Bim, but he could bave no means of knows
Dr. Dick. wo huve peareely money for foed!™ | eailed one “Nover lot her head get down | elerk, getting now cluge to the Kid's face jng when they were near the other bank

Half an hour later Dr, IMok went over fo ] stream “You: that's why | came A man would | Suddenly It seamed to hlm that they had Hol. M. Fleg—1 wan! & mourning suit
the Red Light hotel for supper Lounging You'd better bher whean you gei to | bave been too heavy for the mare to earry | drifted down ot of the open road, and thick Mr., Bhesrs—Muy | ask the bereavement ?
aboul the ofice wos the usual crowd, Every | Long CU" said apother. “The rond must | oyver the roads woolls were op both sides, If they were he Sol. M. Flzgz—WMother-in-low
ether occupation ceused when the doctor| be cut out bad there. She might go over' "Arte the crecks up high? DId yeu have | tween the stevp banks Lthey were lost. He Mr. Shears—Yes, sir. Here are some beautiful fancy plalds!

—

returnod silently, and then others would ge

amd also réturn,

“He ought to be comin® by now,” sald
Shig, who hail ecarcely spoken before. ““It's
n mighty bad rond, but Nanee could get nver
It by this time of—ef the ericks wa'n't tog
high 0’8 they—so's thee couldn't get dorods,
tho 00 coureo, they'd ey it That Kid
an’ et ‘ud try anything.”*

This was the flest suggestion 1hat any one

hod made aloud that perhaps the Kid might

not retirn and oeast an added gloom over
the silent group i, THek enme ta the doore
Just  then e stoail auarsde, lstening
nnxioualy.

“She 1w hetween e and deatl,” he whis-
pered. UShp is [Hhely to wake any moment
now. If only the boy would came!™ Then

he went back and there was another time of
sllence and hungry walting, By and by the
door opene! wore quickly than usual snd he
srepped out agnin

“She Is whispered, “If the
doesn’t come will he roo Inte’*

He peored down the dim road, listening lo-
tently. The morning st und the
Ieast sound could be heard. Al at once from
the edge of the woods there come o ealll 1o
was from two men who had walked Jown the
roall to listen.

“He's coming!’
the hoofs!"

The men leaped to their feer and listened,
Far down the road, somewhere In the woods,
they could hear the sound, too. Slag ran a
few etepa forward

e
now it

waking,"

boy

WAag voery

they eried.  "We can hear

“Thut's Nunce!"™ he exclgimed, upder his
breatli, ] know her galt!®™
They saw the two men returning on the

run, and then, out of the wonds balilod them
horse. She passed them and cums
to Slag, who had forward
her. She @ mass of ‘muid, and
upon her back there bung another mud voy-
ered object thnr made no movement or gound,

“Kid! K Whiskers, shukling him,

ciame the
strivlght
Lo el

stepped
Wils

Yare you asleep? DIA you breing the dol) 2
There was no auswer, Thon they saw that
hla bands woeroe bound to the saddle. In n

cond they had lifted him dowd and gtripped
off the slicker, They saw the pachage coi-

thinineg the doll, and outting it from him
handed 1t ra Dro Dick who turned huastily
with 1t Into the cabin, and & moment luter
ricturned

“The boy 1s hort,” he sald brlefly. “Thero

wus blosgd on the packoge.”
He Kneolod down o the dim Deght and lald

Wik eor to the Kil's heart

“Carry bim over o the Hed Light!" he
commanded, “Quiok!™”
Whiakers lifted the slender form. In his
arms and careied fvoas he would an iafant
. . . [ . . .

Throo hours later the aweet Christmo sun
Iight was shining {nto the uppor gouth
uf the Hed Light Kid wian
L. Dilek wos bending over him
group wos gathered in the hollway
through the open door. The bdy,
hin eyes, did not redlize al firet

roin
where the Iying
mnd o sllene
puering
apening
where he

wnr. Then he sald, falntly:

“Iid I make It in tlme, Doe? Was the doll
all right, apd—and will she—will she pet
waoll®

“You, my boy, you siaved her. She wil) got
wol And youw willi get well, Loo, il
blesg you!

And thuere wan nal one of the silent Haten-
Ing group outside But repeated forventl
“(lod bless him! God bless the Kid!

[ ——— —— = ——

A TONIC
Horsford's Acid Phosphate

Half a teaspoonful in balf a glass of
water, refreshes and invigorates the
entire system. A wholesome tonic.
Gemiine bears name Hokayonp's on wrapper,




