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Madonnas with Millions

It ia safg to asgume that if the wvalue ol
the wvolive gifts and thank offerings made
ft the varlous notable shrincs dedicated to
the virgin were estimated, millions of dol-
lare’ worth of treasures would be found
#mong the madonnas’ mere temporal posscs-
slons, Since the adoration of Our Lady
became a Christian cult princess and pro-
letariat have never ceneed Lo glorify the
sanctuaries of the Mother of Christ by pres-
entation of great values;, each one gave in
proportion to his purée «f such treasures us
would testify to an  outward and visible
thanksgiving for inward and spiritunl grace
wrought by prayers in her presence,

Year after year these gifts accumulate,
At one famous Italian shring In New York
City where the fete of Our Lady of Carmel
Is held the votlve offerings at Lthe apring
festival In her honor pour in in such abua-
dance that the fewels, pins, ringa, watches,
e ing, cups, ete., gometimes i1l to the brim
an ordinary flour barrel, The priests, whose
duty it is to gather up the contributions
cast by generous hands at the base of the
virgin's statue, never pretond to make any
estimate of the aggregate werth of  the
countless trinkets and ornaments received.
The contributions are made freely and with-
out impored conditions by the pe ple who
come to worship before the penlgn mother
of sorrows; a few of the loveliest ornaments
are preserved to decorate the stntue, and the
rest of the gifte are utitized in charlty and
church {mprovement as the clerieal authori-
ties think best.

This clearly proves that, though the ado-
ration of the virgin dates almost from the
introduction of Christianity, enthusiastic be-
jef in and love of her shrings and sanctu-
aries ia as keen in the nineteenth as In the
second century. Votive offerings to Our Lady
pour in upon the madeonna as freely In our
own country ng In Burope, and one little
country chapel records gifts to the value of
nearly $15,000 lald by plous churchmen and
woemen at the feet of the blessed lady, Tak-
ing all things into conslderation the rich-
est shrine of the virgin In the world Is in
America. This Is Our Lady of Guadaloupe ir
Mexico, The figure of the madonna hersel
Is partly of pure gold, her robes are en
crusted with the wvirgin metal, her shrine
s0 decorated with it that her altar seems a
grotto of unalloyed gold, Perhaps the shrinesd

royval PFamlly of that country and partlc«
ularly noted for the unlgue laces glven to
the wvirgin to whom the little church 1a
dedicated. Our Lady of Betharran is not
very far from Lourdes, but the sanctuary
ls much older and has been always ten-
derly regarded by the Iadles of the Bourbon
house. In 1843 the countess of Chambord
gave her entire wedding dresa and bridal
vell of lnce to thie shrine, n gift of no amall
value in the art world, and previous to the
the Duchess A'Angonteine presented the
Virgin of Betharran with the exquisite lace
vell that had been used by Marie Antoinette
at her first communion. A little later the
duchess of Berry also presented this mo-
donna with her wedding laces and not very
long ago the countess de Paris sent beauti-
ful and historical flounces of Venetinn polnt
to be used In this Virgin's shrine.

Our Lady of Loretio, a black cedar statue
of the virgin that came from the Holy Land,
Is one of the madonnas richest In jewels
When she left the Holy Land she wore a red
woolen gown sald have been the prop-
erty of the Blessed Virgin herself, Since
established In her shrine and working won-
derful cures, the Lady of Loretto has been
the reclplent of marvelously fine greme from
erown heads and private individuals. Ordi-
narily, on days of great imporiance, the
madonna wears a gown of richest brocade
on which as many as 500 jewels of unusual
splendor glow and glisten, but with her, as
with the other madonnas, no computation
iz allowed of the gifts she has received.

None among the healing shrineas s more
vigited and honotred than that ¢f St. Anne de
Beaupre, just outside the clty of Quebec In
Canada. Prayers are sald before the life
size fizure of St. Anne, the mother of Mary,
who holds her little duughter, blessed above
women, in her arms. It would be quite use-
less to try to ltemlize the possessione of this
famous shrine, for every day in the year
sces some offering lald at the feet of the
mirpcle-working saint. Chief among the
treasures of St. Anne and her little daugh-
ter are red velvet dresses elaborately
worked with gold thread, These are of in-
estimable value for the embroldery was
done by the plous consort of Louis XIV of
France who presented them to this most
important among Canadlan shriners,

In addition to these beautiful pleces of

that rank next In value of the offerings be-2f pepdlework, two crowns deserve especial
stowed upon them are those of Notre Dame” gqmiration. They are of gold set with jewels
de Chatres in France, and Notre Dame ini and one fita upon the head of St. Anne, the
Antwerp. The madonna of Chatres Is a 08-*5her upon the lttle girl on her arm, While

ure partially wrought of ancient wood and
finlshed with gold, silver and jewels. Her
sanctuary Is in the great cathedral of Chat-
res and ber robes and gowns fairly beggar
description. One Jeweled vell she wears in
sumptuous procession Is sald to have been
given her by the Empress Irene in the days
¢f the emperor Charlemagne, and the
stitue Itself could be easily concealed under
the jewels given by generations of ardently
plous men and women.

Once in a century the Virgin of the Ant-
werp cathedral |l bornie in a magnificent
procession through the streets of the Bel-
glan city. Bishops In gorgeous robes and
statesmen wearing eplendid orders walk be-
fore and after the platform on which she 8
carried, but with her great diadem and
marvelous cloak she easily outshines them
all, for possibly the English crown Jjewels
alone are admittedly more glorious than
these the statue wears. Her coronet Is
immensely tall and encrusted with precious
gtones and in her cloak alone several hun-
dred thousand dollars’ worth of flashing
jewels are strewn upon its velvet and satin
widths,

Far down In
shrine frequently

the south of France is a
honored by the exlled
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the first is estimated as worth $20,000, the
other Is valued at $17,000, and both were
fushioned from numbers of v tive cfferings
that men and women cured of their ills have
showered in their thankeglvings on the
statues of the two divine women.

Estranged From
Her Husband

The Chicago Tribune prints a letter re-
celved from a woman, resident in Chicago,
entitled A Woman's Wall," which is pub-
lished herewith and Is self-explanatory. The
woman who tells "how she sinned and suf-
fered’’ has signed her name frankly to both
communication and note which accompunies
it, and was apparently willing that her name
should be published. Only her Inltlals,
however, are used.

The note which came with the communica-
tion is as follows:

CHICAGO, Dee. 2—Editor of The Tribune
1 am sending you a little history of my iife,
embracing only facts, and as I have severa]
women friends who are nearly as bad as
myself T would ask you to publish It, trusting
it may reach their eyes and the eyes of
others, too, and be the cause of dolng some

good, I trust you will give the communica-
tion a prominent place in your paper.
M. E D
Tells Her Story.
The communication bears the title: A

Woman's Wall; How a Woman Slnned and
Suffered. Told in Her Own Language in
the Following Communication:

Then it proceeds as follows:

“I was born In a small country town
thirty-four vears ago. My mother brought
me up in idleness, humoring me in my every
whim. This, I am satiefled, was the means
of my ruination, as fdleness Is the means of

the ruination of thousande of other girle
who are brought up, not knowing the value
of money or the first rudiments of house-
hold dutles,

1 was married at the age of 21. I took
some interest in my marrled life for the
first two or three years, but when the
novelty wore off there was a change. [ wag

ignorant of household duties, and, although
my husband allowed me far more than he
could afford, the servants controlled the
house, and expenses doubled and tripled.

“When my hugband asked me n a kind
and gentle manner if there was not some
way to reduce expenses | would fly Into a
passlon, use strong language, and agk him
what he meant by insulting me.

"Matters grew worge Instead of better un-

til 1T determined on separation. I had one
or two women f[riends who at thali time
seemed tog be the only friends 1 had. Their

advice to me was always to be independent,
and pay no attention to my husband's plead-

Ings, but to gssert my rights, and demand
whitever my heart deslred or craved. | can
now &ec the many mistakes | have made

through selfishness—devillehness would ex-
prods it better. 1 found fault with my hus-
band at every possible occasion, 1 made
his life a hell oo earth, I was always sick
and complaining before him. I npever
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thought it was my duty to make pleasant
the home, which he furnished in luxury
greater than I had ever known as a girl.
thought my women friends were the truest
friends on earth, and 1 teok their advice in
preference to my husband's on every ocea-
slen:. My mother made it a polnt to encour-
age me in all my extravagant ways and
willful and contemptible acts towards my
husband,

“When a child was born to us it seemed
to be my delight to make home life disagree-
able when my husband was around. 1 al-
ways kept three servants, although 1 was
brought up in much simpler style.

Falls to Combat Reverses,

“When my husband had a reverse In
business and was unable to furnish me all
the money I wanted 1 was peevish and ugly.
My actions, as | see them now, were the
actions of a flend, 1 am at a loss to Kknow
how my husband endured it so long as he
did. When he told me he was in debt and
that it was Impossible tp keep up such ex-
travagant expenses I called bhim a liar
When the erash came and he lost everything
I left him by the advice of my mother and a
wornan friend.

“Not untll a vear ago did I realige what I
had done. 1 found It impussible to live with
my mother. 1 found my dizposition so un-
controllable I could not get along with any
one with whom 1 was thrown [n contact,
I ean see now that if 1 had been brougnt
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up to understand household dutles, to Know
the value of a dollar, and had been coached
in childhcod to read the Bible us I read it
now these things would never have hap-
pened.
.’hl}-
vent,
trying

little boy s now lving in a con-
while I am working ln sweatshops,

to better my condition by stulying
stenography. My mother hans refused to
support me. My luxurious home and loving
husband are gone.

“I am writing thls hoping it may reach
the hearts of mothers, and hoping they will
tanke heed and bring up their daughters so
they may be able to fulfill the dulles of a
wife. 1 am writing this to warn young
wives who are diseatlsfied with their pres-
ent surroundings; to warn them ngalnst out-
slde Influenceg; to warn them by the exam
ple of my condition; to warn them against
the selfishness and unscrupulous methods
they may fall into in thelr h.me lives.

“You will, no doubt, ask why 1 write thie,

It is because I have learned to read the
bible, and learned at last to learn my true
gelf. 1 now belleve It was my fault  that
caused my downfall,

“The woman friend I mentioned, I have
learned sinee by separation from my hus-

band, was my worst enemy. BShe was in love
with my husband and thought to gain hie
attention in case we separated, My hus-
band told me my seeming (riends would de-
gert me In time, and I laughed at him anl
told him the thought was absurd. It was o
faet, They have all deserted me. Young
wives will find, when It I8 too late, they, and
not their husbands, will be blamed,
Biames Women for Unhuapplness,
“1 belleve 95 per cent of all the unhappy
homes today are causced by ill-tempered
undomesticated wives, This Is 1o a great ex-
tent the fault of thelr early education, 1
advise every young woman who helleves she
Is being Imposed upon, and who has a good
home, to endeavor to lead a Christlan 1ife,
and by doipg so she will work the reforma
tlon of her husband, 1t is the woman's place
to make the home pleasant and happy. It
she falls to do this through any fault of her
own she ls unworthy to be called a wife,

“It was through reading the Bible and
through the good influence of a friend my
e¢yes were opened and my own faults ex-
posed. Will others take warning from my
vxperience and avold a hell on carth?

“1 am, sincerely yours,

“A BROKEN-HEARTED MOTHER, M.

B D"
Medallions and Chains

“You are quite mistaken In all that you

have sald about jewelry and trinkets,' sald
ono fashionable woman to an ther. I have
Just returned from Paris and know that the
reigning novelly there (8 the neck chaln
anid medallion. It Is also such an attrac-
tive addition to & woman's tollet that I wm

guro all that can afford b will som be wear-
Ing one."

These new medalllons are Indeed vory fus
cloating, although In reality there ls litile
that Is new about thewmw. They are an old
fashion revived. From a heavy chaln that
Is clagped about the mneck they are sus-
pended and hang on the froot of the gown

o
o about six inches below the ¢ollar A
goold deal of the style would be lost If the
chain wore elther tio long or Lco shorf. The
medallions themeelvos dre large, the b g
in fact the better and are equally Cash
lonable of elther gold or sllver Tho an

tiqua ones are of course the most desirable,

but they are scarce and very expensive, Mo
productions of them, however, can bo pro
cured that It would trouble the elevercs

numismatist to detogt For thoo alsy whis
wrought in gold alarmingly high pricee are
abitidned. The majority of women, therelore,

wear them In sliver, or silver-washed glll
Tho effect of having tho newest (Ming  and
the atvle 18 really what 1s most destred

When they are worn of this qualiiy o pretty
Idea 18 to have them plerfecd In three place:
on tho lower hndf clrele and 1o have
pended from them semi-precious stomoe: se
elmpla that they may bo held in oo ting
band ol metal, It would of course be pure
vandnlism to plerce an antigue enedslbion,
althouglh many aroe found that have already

"y

been so treated.  From them the Wea of
hanging them with Jewels no doubt orlg
Innted.

One of the prettiest of these modallions
atd chains that have been seen (o thh
conntry waa ol gllver, n copy from un an
tiqua and dangling from It wero threso
oval ghaped and highly eolored amoethy s,

The silver chinin that held It was very slm
pla and heavy. Theo clasp was an amethyet
It wns worn on n walst with an abundanc
0! white chiffon In tho fromt aod the effoct

that it produced wina most novel

Living Fashion Models

Seasonnble stylee In hots, conts nngd gowns
are Mustrated by this week's Hving models
portrayed In The Bee's fashlion photogiaphs
They show the very lntest garments from the
most stylish tnllors and hat bullders,

Nothing could be more chie and attractive
than this slmple tullor gown of golden br wi
lady's cloth.  The skirt is absolutely plain,
the little cont fastens fur over on the left
alde with fancy butt ns and where the front
fg cut §t shows collar and finy chimesette
of blue eloth embroidered in black and
white, Tho hat s «a chinchilla turban
dregsed with a tall bow of blue velvet, It
Is a creation of aris.

The sumpltuous evening coat s of
richest silvery white brocade, on the
faoce of which is embessed a Mowering 108e
vine, cach blosscm made of velvet and
tinted by hand—the coloring surpassingly
beautiful, varying from pale tlesh shades to
glowing erimson. The bodice of this lovely
cont {8 of chinchilla, baving frills of willow
green moussoline de soles edging the high
medicle collar and wile revers, It ls also
a crention of the Paris brand.

Here s g smort exmmpre of one of the
very new driving coats that have taken so
violent & hold upon the fancy of fashion-
able women. This garment is of drab satin:

the
aur-

faved melton, with revers and collar faced
with  white velvel, Elnborute stiteh-
ings serve to make an effective finish on

cuffs, front and skirt and a white felt round
hat, dresged with a bunch of drab and white

feathers, completes thls allogelther perfect
costume,
In o singularly effective tollet, over a

white sllk slip hangs white tulle spangled
with hlack wvsalvet dols, the thres flounces
of Irregular width belng edged with sable.
Fur trims the low-cul bodice and a bow
nnd belt of geranium velvel give just the
requisite touch of color.

Educated
Deteoit Journal:  The red man
blanket more elosdy about him.
“T will nov smoke the pipe of peace wilh
vou!" he answered,
We argued with him, but In vain,

drew his

"No!* he persisted.  "A plpe makes me
dizey! Make it o clgaretle and I'll go you!"'
Sorutinlzing Wm moere clogely, now, we

pereeived that he was an educated Indlan.
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