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The Sultan of Sulu and
His Comic Opera Court

MANILA, Oct, 1, 1880.—The aultan of Sulu
ia now our great and good friend. This has
long ngo been chronicled In the newspapers,
which have told that this queer potentate of
the cast has slgned a conventlon with us.
e llves at Maybun, the capital of the Sulu
archipelago, with his harem; he 18 virtually
a citlzen of the United Stntes, and is to
enjoy the protection of our army and our
navy, vet he keeps his royal residence and
keeps hig harem. The story of how he came
under our flag 18 now tald for the Nrst time.

The largest of the Sulu archipelago group
is Mindanno, but the potentate who rulis
over the group lHves on the feland of Sulu.
The Inhablitants are ealled “Moros,' and
there & fn emphatle distinetion hetwe:n
them nnd all other Filipinos.  Agulnaldo’s
name menns nothing in the Sulu archip:l-
ago, and the Bpanish foothold there was
slippery. The asubjugation of this group
presented a different proposition from that
which was belng coneldered In Luzon and
the Visayan group. Though the “Moros”
are o mors warlike people, our dealings
with them have eo far been in the realm of
diplomncy, not of armes,

The federal system, which was brousht
to a stnte of perfection In medlaeval Bu-
rope, hag prevalled more crudely In some
of the Pacific Islande, Durlng the age of
the crusades the southern lslands of tho
Philippines were glven part of thelr popula
tton and langunge, and their religlon, to
which they have clung tenaciously. Traces
of Arable and Banserit are to be found in
the Sulu Innguage; It was from Arabin that

on the means or rank of the lndividual, No
Moro stirs albiroad without a ““barong’ or a
“kris' thrust In his sash, These knives are
beautifully made and thelr edges are ground
as keen as a razor.  The Moro sometimes
uses theen for o general utility, ne the Cuban
uses the “machete,’” but they are often em-
ployed  for a more sinlster purpoge. A
“hbarong' deftly handled makes short work

ILLUSTRATED
of Sulu who wna capable of acting as Gen-
eral Bates' interpreter, a young German who
wns born lhere and had married a native
woman. All our communieations at Maybhun
wera conducted through him. There was a
certaln program  lald out for us; we were
firet to proceed to the resldence of the
dowager sultana, who lived within the
erowded precinets of the village., While we
were looking this way and that, trying to
discern n bulldipng sufMclently magnlficent to
bhe the abode of one so exalted In rank we
were halled before a small house, the cen-
tral one of a group of huts, distingulshed
only from those that surrounded it by the
fact that It was crnstructed of rough planks,
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hrightest  patterng of
the anclent gmigration took place. The stripes  and checks.
Moros nre subject to petty chlefs called Many of these suits are
“dattos,” and these In turn are subject to rightfully worth $15.00
the sultans of Mindanao and of Sulu, the and £18.00.
Intier heing the overlord and claiming the
alleglance of the former. It was to the sul- 't stock is  too
tan of Sulu, therefore, that the Spaniarids large,  Overestinat-
made overtures, and with  whom they ed  the demamd,  We
finally made an agreement, the articles of mark them $10, Kknow-
which were mutually disregarded. It was ing that o price so low
to secure o contlnuance of thla agreement on anch dependahble :
that General John €. Bates wna dispatchel suits will reduce  our
to hold parley with his august majes'y, stock considerably.  So
Lorl Padka Maha Lori Manlana Sultan Fladjl step lively If _\'nli want
Muhamed Jamalul Kiram. to share 1n this unigi.
Common Scense with n Sultan. ally good offering.
The genernl went to Jolo, across the Islanid 128, all sizes, inclhad-
from Maybun, with no other Inatructli ns ! T -
except to use common sense.  For several ing slims n.t‘ul stouts
weeks he remained there without seecing the _'M]ll 4 ]w"l"t”“].m”g':
sultan, who felt Indisposed. Conferences of !:lll!'lt's——:lli this sea-
wera held with the powerful chiefs and son’s styles
“dattos,"” and the meeting with his royal .
highness waos finally arranged to take place THE “DATTO" ON THE SHIP. Mall
at the palace of the sultan. The United Y B
States crulser Charleston, Captaln Plgman ©f the life of & human belng, and the Moros while the others were of bamboo and nipa. our
commanding, was at Jolo, and It was de- are skilled in this sort of carving. We were ushered inside and invited to sit Ol’ders
clded that thls should take the general to Scorned Our Food. down. It was the residence of the Sultana
Maybun. 1 happened to he one of & small The “Datto Calvl" had expressed so much [nchi Jamela, the mother of the present prompt]y. *
parly which was making the tour of the [rlendliness for our government that Gen- gultan.
Islands on the government transport Penn- eral Bates thought that he would have a The room into which we crowded was not
sylvania. There were other American women favorable Influence on the sultan.  But 1L 000 than fifteen feot long and ten broad
besldes myself on board, and we had the was Impossible, both for reasons of stale A y.hie covered by a cloth, was in the mid-
good fortune to be included in an Invitation and eafety, for him to travel without a suf- o and o number of bentwood chalrs were
to attend the conference, extended by Cap- flelent number of followers to uphold his grouped about it, an especially large one be-| e —_— - "
taln Plgman and General Bates. digaity. The “datto’” himsell was a young Ing provided for the general. At one end
We were not only destined to be the first fellow, and quite a dude, according to More .. 4 sort of couch or divan built of boards,
American women to set foot on the Island standurds. He was a man that would be o .. «which was thrown a covering of purple
of Sulu, but we were also to be the first singled out anywhere as used to commani; satin, and three of us eal on this. By the
1.n01:1r'“h0;;l ::Z a;lllf::P. i o ho strutied across the d!‘l‘kl Il:]ff :lil"?'l“‘;'“m" time we had all crowded In and found seats
island, named "nntr::’ Calvl,” wn; nnurllm'lrw{ I'lln'll“-ﬂllﬂ‘ lht.ﬂ tlltl;l::lll' “irml;{il\:ll:n:‘ll\' Hn:l ;”’; the pecple Who had followed upion the biug
with llilﬁ suite: we eat on .thr' atias hl”l:h’.(‘ b.]}li __ml_lh “'I H f t.”um hlll‘llll.l-!l.' nrll'mln arrived, There was n general moving about
most of the lT;lit' lmnl.na I looked .(Im\u m; s (:lll-l'h: 'lﬁ IJi‘I’ fl but tw I-}- o .'i:! ¥ D RS, (OGRS FOOM; R BHATOE: wore
5 £ : 3 TRV, CONAIBLAO LOLT Y (YR RIHAR ¥ hrought In from some Interlor region and,
the deck below 1 could hardly II'}Il[iﬂl' lhllt I “datto" was followed everywhere by the our surprise, we found ourselves all ac- .
wans mot In a balecony seat of n New \-:nrrlt betel nut ecarrier, who kopi |llllll continually commodated, though wedged In £o tight that
play  housge watching a comle opera. No supplied with o g od “chew:" his other re- it was Impossible for one to move withou
Itallan bandlts or other stage heroes .Wlm tainers were men at arms .nmi 1I!::‘r-:~'|-ul only disturbing the whole roomful. At the end
exult In the triumph of the costumers’' art !l.'}ﬂl gorgeously than the "'datto’ himself. of the table, opposite General Bales, wer
ever presented a more pleturesque or feroc- They were ghown all the clyvilized wonders two “dattos” and the sultan's youngest
lous appearance than our band of Moros, The In the way of guns on bhoard, and were spe- brother. Outside the door and the cne. win
physleinl difference between the Moros and elally Interested In the rapid-fire gun with a dow was the population of Maybun, It was
other Fillpinos e ns great as that of thelr string of cartridges. A meal wong served & promiscuous mixture of young and old
customs and religlon. Their dress Is essen- (hem which they found so distasteful that patrician and plebelan, all equally overcomc
tially barbaric In Its eut and coloving. In- one of the sulte wae called In to cook some Bv ' lntenss o | i . ST
vy intense curlosity, The emotlens which
atead of the loose white shirt and trousers rice for his lord In the proper style, : % 56 % »
thelr faces so Ingenuously expressed may b
of the northern Islanders, the Moros wear At half-past 11 we slowed up opposite seen playing over the countenances of »
clege-fitting sults of gaudy cotton or sllk, Maybun, voilas Ataerlo T N G SSer
pal 3 g Amerlcan when he attends his first
the quality and ornamentation depending There was only one person on the Island elreus,
An attendant placed a glass bowl A1l
with water on the table, one of th
“dattos' leaned over and spit Into It a
mouthful of betel nut juice. To our horror
thls wans merely a preliminary for refresh Home Office Building, New York City.
ments, for more retalners appeared with .
trays, on which were chocolate in glasses
and plates of peculinr-looking cakes. ‘g shall 6‘&0 £arye!y’ £I/e tff?-f”raﬂoe -
never forget the varying expresslons which S
flitted over the faces of our little band, and
which finally settled down to a resignation compa’ﬂy l” !Ae ?”07‘/(/.
animated solely by patriotism, These peo -
ple were evidently setting thelr best before I:
us, they were of a race most sensltive where mu‘ual Ife of ncw York
their hospitality was concerned; we looked of
each other, Inwardly muttered a prayer—
and drank. 1t is Impossible to describ RICHARD A, McCURDY, President
without being able to compare. 1 know ¢f 2R il - g H ) 4
no drink of civillzation with which T could It has pald to policy-holders since lts organlention in 185438
compare this Moro beverage and convey any more than ....:s00000 R T T R N o oo RO M, OIND
idea of its disgusting flavor, It holds for the security of ity present members more than $200,000,000,00 *
Sultana of Sulu. And has Insurance and Annuities in force serrssnsanas #1,000,000,000
The sultana's appearance ls not unpre- Gained in Asscts .. ; Caeeeee . $23,730,887.70
possessing: she was clad in a gown of bluck 'N laga .T Gained in Income .......... ..coiiinnn 844,021,220
::rnvwh"ﬁllk. not "Ufr“f;l'll’l 'lht-' ‘I;“l"‘-* ][m;h- Gained in Guarantee Fund...... ..... 8,950,490.09
on, and wore a scarf of llght, flgured mn —— e — . - S e P
terlal uver her shoulders, and some gauzy Gained in Insurance........... 34,894,594.00
stuff like “jusi’" on her head so that her i ————
hair was covered. Her stature is short. | The Best (‘Jompany is the CQmpauv That Does the Most Good.
though it Is hard to judge Orlental womin S
by our standards. Her complexion is lighter For further {nformation or an agency, address
than the average Moro and her small eyes EM'"B BHUS M f I d N h k
show both intelligence and ctmnping, We FL 1) a"agars ur ﬂwa an a [as aa_
OROT‘:;-J:EO;N’:gg,OS THR AULTANS ROUNOER BADTHRR LY GRNTRS HOLMNG (Continued op Thirteenth Page.) Offices, l'irsl,l\utinnnl Bank l‘lulldillg. OMAHA, NEB.




