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Alfalfa Fields the Gold
Mines of Nebraska

varlous times In the history of Ne-
dlecoveries of gold have been an-
nounced. While It Is nssured that asome
gold has been found In Nebraska, 1t Is
equally assured that it occurs fn such small
quantities that It does not pay for the ex-
pense of extracting It from the soil, In re-
cont years another gold mine has been dis-
ecovered, which vields rich returns and will
nover be worked out. The alfalfa flelds are
the gold mines of Nebraska,

At
braska

Alfalfa is usunlly referred to as a sor
of clover. Dotanleally congldered It 18 »
gpecles of the genus medicago, under the

arder of legumincsae, while the clovers are
olnssed under the genus trifolilum of the
sanme order.  Alfalfa, therefore, I8 only a
second ecousin of the clovers, It s a harvdy
perenninl, which comes to maturity in the
first vear,

When a farmer emigrates to o new state

with seil and elimatie conditions differing
from those ol his former home it is (&8s n-.
tial that he study the new conditi ns and
readjust his farming ideas to At them. e
must adjust himself and his crops to the
goll and elimate, for they will not change’
for him. He may have Hved on the low

flat lande of Indiana, where he iaid tiling to
drain hig land and plowed deeply to break
up the hard elay soll,  He ralsed eorn and
sold it. To better his condition he came to
Nebraska, the land of good roads and
healthful climate, He settles on a farm in
the sub-arid district and plants corn ne he-
fere,  But, though he “plows deep while
sluggards sleep," he remains pror. He per-
slefs In depending solely on corn in a reglon
where corn is an uncertain crop. He gets
nto the rut of one of hig furrows and stays
there, when, if he would cease to put his
dependence altogether In eorn and sead most
of his land in alfalfa, he would have slarted
on the safe road to proeperity, Alfalfa has
been grown long enough in Nebraska to
prove that it is the salvation of the so-
called “drouth districis."
Extensive Culture Recent,

The extensive culture of alfalfa as a forage
plant Is comparatively recent, but experi-
ments have been made with it in eastern
states for many years. In the “Transactlons
of the Society for the Promotion of Agri-
culture,” published at Albany, N, Y., in 1501,
favorable mention Is made of it. From that
date varlous farm journals and agricultural
reports mention it and recommend the crop
to eastern farmers. The detalls of growing
and harvesting and the use and value of
alfalfa as a forage plant are not so generally
known as are the older crops, but each year
farmers are becoming better Informed con-
cerning it and the acreage ls iIncreasing.
The crop has never obtalned an extensive
foothold east of the Missouri, probably on
account of some misapprehenslon concerning
it. It is amusing to read the sober opinlon
of some learned agriculturists of a few
years ago that “alfalfa wlll not thrive on
sandy and gravelly soil, but requires rich,
loamy land and should be very heavily
manured before eeeding.” Experience has
demonstrated that alfalfa thrives best In
sandy soll, that rich loam Is not required

thick as they should have been., On land
in which the surface s eand the seed may be
put In with a press drill without plowing,
the bunch-grass commen to such lands sery-
ing to keep the seed from being blown out by
the wind, In large arenm of the sandhill
country this plan is the best one to follow.
It may bhe sown any time after spring and
later, taking care that a sufficient growth
will be made before frist comes Lo insure ity
life till the following spring. The favorile
time for sowing s In July or August, One
advantage of this 18 that on lands suitable
for small grain a crop may be harvestod
before sowing to alfalfa, thus avolding the
logs of use for a year. It is esscentinl that
the alfalfa ghould not be allowed te go to
seed the first year, ns this materinlly weak-
ens the growth, Thoze who have haod ex-
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perience say It should be cut but once the
first year, {rr two cuttinge are almrst sure
to kill. After the first year, however, It s
cut regularly three times a season and may
often be cut four times.

The pieture shows a plant two months old
and [lustrates the rapld growtih, especinlly
of the root. The seed Wwas sown July 12
and the plant taken up September 15. 1t has
two long stemms and several others starting,
The root measures fifteen inches In length
and the long stem fourteen inches, A plant
four years old was examined which had 100
stems of varylng length and the root of
which measured four and one-half inches Im
circumference at fhe top and six feet In
length, Alfalfa dees not spread from stolous
ag- does white clover, but thickens at the
erown of the root. The tap root extends
stralght down, slender the first year, in-
crensing In slze and length with age,"send-
ing off an occaslonal prong and numerous
rootlets.

An o Profitnble Crop.

A conservative estimate places the sr.":t-|
son's crop of three cuttings at three tons per
acre, but It has been known to yleld six tons
per acre. When It Is borne in mind that
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and mapuring (s altogether superfluous,
Those lands c¢f Nebraska which are un-
auited to corn are the lands which are
specinlly suited to alfalfa. Most of thé

plants of the order leguminogae, to which
alfulfa belongs, thrive In dry solls. Though
the greal essential of alfalfa Is water, it Is
not necessary that It receive It as ralnfall,
but cnly that its roots may find water.
Throughout the Platte valley water is very
near the surface. The soll is sandy, without
¢lay harepan, and the waters of the Platte
and [ts tributaries are absorbed and held as
In a epcnge. Where nature has been stingy
in the average amount of rainfall It has
Benerously provided a storage system by
which the mountain snows are held for
future use. It only remains for the Ne-
braska farmer to learn what crops can make
the best use of this stored molsture. When
the alfalfa seed has been safely germinated
Ité roots will reach downward to the damp
sand and find molsture to keep It growing.
Methods of Caltivation,
Methods of preparing the ground and seed-
Ing vary accordlng to soil and locatlon.
Land which Is hard is thoroughly plowed
and harrowed untll finely pulverized. The
seed may be eown broadeast or put In with
a presa drill. Twenty to twenty-four pounds
of seed are used to the acre. In this as In
slmilar crops It paye to be generous with
seed, Bome flelds now growing are not as

IN ALFALFA FIELDS.,

this crop s certain every year for an in-
definite term of years, It will be seen that
alfalfa is Indeed a wonderful crop, It does
not exhaust the soil, for it containg a very
gnall percentage of phosphates and Ita
roots go (o great depths. Many plants of

this order have this pecullarity of belpng u.l

henefit to the lamd Instead of reducing It
It is conjectured that they derive much of
thelr wourlshment from the atmosphere and
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ILLUSTRATED
Nebraska Telephone
Company Improvements

During the present year the Nebraska
Telephone company has bullt nearly one
thousand miles of new pole Inee for toll Hne
purpoecs It has built lines from Genoa to
Alblon and from Grand Istand to St Paul,
Seotin, North Loup and Ord; and from Kear-
ney to Elm Creek, Overton and Lexinglon;
and from Grand !sland to HMoastings; and
from Juniaton to Kenesaw, Roseland, Minden,
Keene, Holdrege, Loomle, Bertrand, Oxford,
Arapnhioe, Beaver City, Cambridge, Indian
ola, Red Willow and MeCo k; and from Ed
gar 1o Nelaon and Saperior: and from Pair-
bury to Hubbell, Chester, Superior, Gulile
Roek, Red Cloud, Bloomington, Alma, Or-
leans anll Mascot; amld from Pawnee Clty to
Burchard, Steinauer, Liberty and Wymore;
and  from  Plekeell to DeWitt; and from
Copthiind to Firth and  Adamig; ond from
Lineoin to Ravmond angd Valbaraiso; and
from  Union to Aviean, Weeping Water,
Wabash, Murdock and Elmwood; aml from
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Platte Center to Madison vin Humphrey;
and Hnes are now being construcied from
Baftle Creck to THden, Oakdale, Blgin and
Nelighy also frem Norfolk to Plerce, 08
mond, Plainview and Creighton. During

this year exchanges hove been bullt at Alma,

Ames, Falefleld, Geneva, Holdroge, Minden,
McCook, Nelson, Red Cloud, 8t, Paul, Te-
kamah, Wymore and Opd; and exchanges

ure now belng built at Osceola and Stromes-
burg. An exchange will also be bullt at
Elk Creek and at FFirth and Adams and sev-
eral other points,

During the year eighty-three new oilices
have been opened and 664 mlles of copper
wire placed as additional circuiis on old
poles,  Compared with the number of sub-
seribers In its territory Nebraska has more
copper melallic eircuit toll lines than any
weslern slale,

“The mail is quick, the telegraph ls
quicker, but the telephone ls instantancous
and you don't have to walt for an answer,"”

All the Ladies Eat

Gold Medal

Chocolate Bon-bons
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W. S. Balduff,

1620 Farnam Ht,, Omahn,

In some way exertn ali:ihm.-;.:rutlnginiluvurv' KELSEY & SEABROOK

rn the alkallis of the soll. Experiments in
eastern states deduced the fact that lands
which produced a poor yleld of wheat, after
being lald down In alfalfa for a number of
years were agaln sown In wheat, produced|
a much greater yleld than before.

Whether fed to stock green or cured
alfalfa has proven Itaelf wonderfully |
nutritious. It Is cut when just coming into|
bloom, usually having an average helght ot
two feet or over while It Is suceulent amd
tender and before the stems become woody, |
It should be well cured before stacking, for
if stincked too green the fermentation of the
Juiges will cause It to heat and spoll. Fed
a5 hay it will bring horses, cattle, sheep or
hogs through the winter in good cundition)|
without grain. Fed to milch cows It Insures
n gocd yleld of rich milk., It is especlally
visluable for growlng animals and  far
Page,)

{(Continued on Bixteenth

Wall Paper Dealers

Artistic Wall Paper
of all kinds,
Paints, Cils, Brushes, Etec.
Tel, 10300, 17ith and Doaglas, Omnhn,

TEAKETTLE WATER STILL

& . - The Bteam of the
Teakervls Condens-
el I8 Pure Distilled
Wuter. The only
dgsnfo water to driuk,
1 Avruted, Bparkling,
Muood, Fres from
v Lilme, Mie-

UCheaspost
Fnsteat Producer,
B Wiuter comes Cool,
4 Wrlte for booklet,

TEAKELRLE WATER STILL €O, D322 Drexel Aye.,
Chicago, 111,

Boyles’ Commercial
and Hhorthand College
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ASS'T PRINCIPAL, H, B, CRINCIPAL,

POY s,

PARTIAL VIEW, TYPEWRITING DEPARTMEN'T,

[Boyles' Commercial and Shorthand College stands todiy among the great Commer-
clal Institutions of the west, Two vears ago the college wos formidly opened (o the
pulille, The phenomenal success of the onterprlse and Its marvelous growth have
surpnssed the most gungulne predictions,

Tha college otouples the west wing of the fourth floor of the Dee Illlllilllu.:,'a.lllil
the above photographs are but a slight suggestion of Its magnifleent gquarters, “This
institution 18 recognized by business men as helng the most thorough and practieal,
and every student who has taken the regiular course has been called upon to fill &
pleasant and profituble sitaatlon,




