Their Public Parks Are the Pride of the People of Council Bluffs ~

“It 18 commonly only after American clties
have matared and become  populous that
the Importance of public parks I8 reslized,
when It s often Imponsible and alwayn ex-
penglve to secure adeguate and conveniently
loeated grounds for park purposcs Such
Is not the cake In this clty, which haa nl-
rendy acquired no less than 647 acres  of
park lnnd within or Immedintely adjncent
to the city limits The people of Councll
Biuffs are only beginning Lo appreciate the
great and growing value of the magnificont
hoerithge which has been sepuredl to  them
hy the efforts of far-sighted plonecrs, who
deserve the warmest pralae rather than the
criticinm they have ton often rocelyed, It
Is our duty Lo preserve  this herltiage o
futurs generntions, Parks are the pride
and ornament of our clty, and not only
alford pliees for public recreation, bat en-
hance the value of property and Indicate In
n measure the culture nnd reflnement of our
peaple,**

Ho spoke Mayor Jenningg In hls message
to the city eotuncll at the commencement of
the Necnl year Inst April, and as his words
suggest Councll Bluffs Is more so probably
than any other western city of ita slze par-
tieulnrly favored In  possessing  beautiful
parks and pleasure resorts within Ite midat
or Immedintely adlncent to  Its municipal
llmits. While to Dame Nature the cltizens
of Councll Bluffs owe much, yet to her
alone 18 not all the credit due, Haod It not
bheen for the generosity and foresight of
gome of the ploneers of this city, residences
and huelness hlocks would in all probability
now encumhber the two beautiful parks lo-
eated in the very heart of the eity, which
In summer time are the daily resort of hun-
drede of men, women and ¢hildren, To the
Intter, particularly, are these two parks an
Invatimable hoon.

Extent of Park System.,

As before stated Councll Bluffs owns In
the nelghborhood of 647 acres of park land
divided s follows; Fairmount park, nearly
100 acres; Lake View park, 426 acrea; Bay-
ligs park, a lttle short of four acres; Coch-
ran park, three acres; Island park, 100
neres,

Of the five parks Falrmount ranks first
and has a reputation all over the west for
the plcturesque benuty of 1ita hills  and
glens. It Is the ldeal resort for pleasure
goekers, and while the hand of man hus
been Instrumental In artificlally beautifying
poertions of it and making every nook and
corner accesslble to the visitor, yet the
artistic handiwork of nature has not been
desecerated and the park stands today as one
of the most beautiful natural pleasure re-
gorts In the country., Few places present a
falrer aspect than does Fairmount park when
the hills and glens are covered with the
deep verdure of the luxuriant grass and the
trees which cover the sides and tops of the
bluffs and line the avenues and pathways
are heavy with thelr rich folinge.

The park, situated as It (s at the head of
Graham avenue, can be reached from the
hoart of the city In ten minutes by the motor
cars, which enter through a deep ravine,
overhanging which are two bridges. At the
end of the ravine stands a pavillon, round
which the ear tracks circle. The pavillon is
lun the center of a neatly-kept lawn which
forms a resting place for visitors while
walting for the cars. White iron rallinge
enclose the grounds around the pavillon,
while stone steps lead down to the park
proper,

Hero In Immediate vicinlty of the pavillon 1s
what might be termed the children’s paradise.
Hera are the venerable earetaker Fred
Lamb's pets, which are the dellght of the
small folk. Im a large wire enclosure struts
the sintely peacock, with a small colony of
plegons ns hie eompanlons. Here a number
of squirrels have thelr home and feed from
the peanuts which the little folk dellght to
glve them. In adjoining cages may he
geen the monkeys, whose antles afford end-
less amusement  for both young and old.
Further up the hill are cages contalning
foxes nnd coyotes and last, but not least, 0ld
Bruln himaelf. All along the slde of the
hill from the anlmal cages to the entrance
to what Is known as the “horseshoe’ swings
are scattered everywhere and form one of
the chlef attractions for the younger folk,
and on a fine day In summer hundreds of
children may be seen enjoying themselves
while thelr parents and older slsters and
brothers enjoy the shade on the many seals
placed at every convenleat and avallable
point.

The New Dandsinnd,

Half way between the pavilion and the en-
trance to the "horseshoe’ s the handsome
new bandstand erected at a cost of $1,500,
A band concert in Falrmount park never
[ulls to attract thousands of visltors to that
popular resort and last summer much re-
grot was felt that the park commissioners
were unable to see thelr way to provide
musle on SBunday alternoon.

Entoring the “horseshoe’ a beautiful scene
spreads Itself before the view of the visitor.
Here |8 the cultlvated part of the park. On
elther slde and at the north end are the
groen covered and tree-topped bluffs, with
thelr winding pathways and carriage drives.
Here the landecape gardener has had full
sway and the result is pleturesque. Dor-
dering the well-Kept sward are the gravelled
driveways with concrete coplog. Clusters
of trees, many of them stately kings of the
forest, afford ample shade, and beneath their
spreading branches are to be found comfort-
nble seats and tables in sufficlent guantity
for the numerous plenle parties which are
to be found scattered all over the park al-
most any day in the week durlng the sum-
mer and early autumn.

In the middle of the *horseshoe” s a
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pretty little lake with a fountaln In the
center,  Concrete steps lead to the many
winding paths on either slde which bring the
visitor to the summit of the bluffs,

The view from the summit of the bluffs
on a fine day is one that once seen lg not
easlly forgotten. IProm here a matchless
view of the surrounding country can be ob-
tained. Directly in front lies the city with
Its church spires and the roofs of Its many
handsome homes rlsing above the tops of the
trees.  Beyond may be seen the Missourl
river and the city of Omaha. To the south
the visltor may view Lake Manawa, its
placid wintera reflecting the deep blue of the
eky and the soft green of the surrounding
farm lands, To the northwest gleaming in
the sunlight may be scen with remarkahle
clearness the bulldings of that beautiful
White City—the Greater Amerlea Exposl-
tion—which is now but a recollection of the
past, At nlght when lighted with the thou-
sands of Incandescent lamps, the exposition
ns seen from the top of the bluffs of Mair-
mount park resembled one large falry place,
Nightly the bluffs were the resort of count-
less numbers of visltors who made the
ascent for the sole purpose of viewing this
beautiful pleture,

Visltors from Far and Near,

Falrmount park draws Its  patrons and
vigltors not only from this eity, but during
the summer thousands come from Omahna
to epond the day or afternoon in it. Sundny
afternoon ls o specially favorlte time for
the people of Omaha to visit it and the large
motors are run direet from the eclty across
the Big Muddy to the park. Falrmount park
Is an ldeal resort of the plenicker and its
many ncoks and glens afford that privacy
which s so essgentlal to the enjoyment of
an alfresco meal, whether Juncheon or sup-
per. Here familles spend the entire day,
being jolnel In the evening after business
hours by the father and husband, who finds
rest and recreation In the cooling freshness
of the green-covered sward after the toll
and dust of the elty,

This beautiful pleasure resort was gecured
for the city through purchiase ut a remark-
abhly low figire. Lengthy ltigation, how-
ever, ensued, which added over $20,000 to
the cost before the title became perfected
in the elty,

Bayllsg park, located In the very heart of
the clty, takes [ts name from the late Sam-
uel Bayliss, who generously donated it to
the clty. Studded as It 1s with magnificent
trees it affords one of the most dellghtfully
shady lounging places Imaginable. 1t s In-
tersected with cement walks, which con-
verga at the center, where a handsome foun-
tain  stands. Flower stands, hright with
varl-eplored posles, are to be seen on  all
sldes. Bordering the walks and scattered
under the trees are seats which, when the
wenther is favorable, are rarely without
thelr ocoupants, Summer evenings Buayllas
park Is a most popular resort, One of the
features of this pretty little park Is the
number of squirrels who make thelr home
among the trees, They are a source of great
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interest to the visltors to the city, who take
great pleasure In feeding the city's pets
with nuts, They are cared for and regularly
fod by the park caretaker. Samuel Bayliss,
the generous donor of the pretty little park
which bears his name, died In straitened elr-
cumstances, while today the property which
he so freely deeded to the people of Council
Bluffs [s worth many thousands of dollars.
Some Smaller Parks.

Cochran parx, situated In the southwest
part of the clty, was donated by the late
Colonel Cochran and adjoins the grounds of
the Twenty-second street school. This park
has sprung up, It may be sald, with the
gErowth of the city westward with the new
homes and the new schools. Its trees and
shrubbery are still In thelr Infancy, but
each year adds beauty to the place, which is
much apprecinted by the people residing in
that sectlon of the clty. Here special at-
tentlon Is pald to flowers and thousands of
beautiful plants fill the beds every summer,

Lake View park, which Is sltuated at the
northern boundary of the clty, Is as yvet un-
Improved. Blg lake, whose waters [orm part
Of the reserve, afTords at times capltal Ash-
Ing, and on that account is n favorite resort
of some. The Fort Dodge & Omaha rall-
way's right of way culs through Lake View
park and Ite long trestle gpans the lake.
Tha land comprising Lake View was granted
to the clty by the government,

Island park conslsts of 100 ncres located
outside the city limits. Not so many yvears
ago It was little more than a mere swamp
covered with a thick growth of willows. To-
dny the greater part of it s drained and
covered with grass. The park is let out for
grazing purposes, as it Is too fur at present
from the city to be of any practical benefit
as a pleasure resort,

The management of the clty parks Is In the
hands of a board of park commissloners, con-
slsting of three members elected by the peo-
ple,  The present members are Martin P.
Schmidt, chalrmuan; Willlam Arnd and A, C,

Harding. N, €. Phillips, clty clerk, Ia sec-
rotary to the board., Formerly the com-
migsloners served without pay,, but under
the code of 1807 thelr remuneration wis |
fixed at $100 per annum. Thoe parks are
mointained by a I-mill levy in the city, |
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~gemensy MAKING MONEY, we ean maxe vou
§$300.00  §750.00  §1,500.00  §3,000.00  $5,000.00

Annual Income,

We are an lagorporated Company, under the laws of the State ot |

Tilimels, with « Caplial Sitovk of $I00,000, sod legally tegisteeed in the
Bepublic of Mealen,  We pen 000 scres of the Noest lasds In
Maxice, on the Pasinco BIver, aod bt thirny minstes eide Drom ihe Lo gest
ot im the Hopublic The Mesican Contral B R pases along ogr
projurty for & dislance of sls w0 Wo are developing 6,000 scres
for wur B k) v Tor ewr losestors. Tem acres
whem fully o omsins, grape fruit, et

. will 1
manth for 39 monihs.  You will ba et out very ahindy, as the Company
will sl only 2000 acres. DO YOU WANT ANY PANT OF THIS? 1 s
wpite wn and we w0 ma il you ur prodpestun and ether readimy matien

TEHUANTEPEC MUTUAL PLANTERS COMPANY,

Buite pow, JOURNAL BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILL.

y “\;‘:\i'i rl-_'l o |
ay ¥ 2

GLIMPSE OF BAYLISS PARK, COUNCIL BLUFIS.

FOUNTAIN IN FAIRMOUNT PARK.

CREIGHTON

. . Telephone 1531 . .

THE AMUSEMENT HOME OF THE
§ LADIES AND CHILDREN

Omaha’s Society Vaudeville Theater -

IN CONJUNCTION WITH

THE CREAT ORPHEUM CIRCUIT. 5

. Walter Orpheum Co,, (Incorpornted) FPropriectors,
M. MEYERFELD, Jr., President, JACOD ROSENTHAL, Resident Mgr.

Performance Every Night
Matinees Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday.

Always Crowded with the Most Fashlonable Andiences Nothing but
the Best nnd Highest Priced Vaudeville Artists nre Engnged,
PFRICES NEVER CHANGING,
Evenings—Reserved Seats, 25c and 50c. Gallery, 10e. Matinees—Any Part of the
House, 206c; Children, 10¢; Gallery, 10c.

VIEW OF PORTION OF ONE OF THE FOUR FLOORS OF SHIVERICK FURNITURRE
CO.,, 4TH AND FARNAM STREETS, \
HE new Furniiure received by this house
the past two weeks certainly surpasses
anything of the kind ever offered in this city.
The many variety and the very latest designs
gives opportunity to find just what one wants
and at prices which compel them to buy. This
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&‘ store would be a credit and be appreciated by
any city twice the size of Omaha.

Shiverick Furniture Co.

14th and Farnam Sts,, Omaha, Neb.
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