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The Woman’s Club

Moveme

It w

a8 in March, 1868, that Sorosis, the
loneer woman's club, was organized in New
York City with twelve members and with
Ve Cary for president. It was in March,
ISSH that Sorcsis, to celebrate the nttnine
ment of her majority, called together all the
clubs  she could hear of, ninety-seven in

number, and proposed to them that blea of a
permanent natlonal organization which de-
veloped a year later into the General Federa-
tion of Women's Clubs. It was in 1884, un-
der the polley of Mrs, Ellen M. Henrotin,
president of the general federation, that as-

soclations of clubs Into organizations
becames epnaral Thy nf

state

hiletnry whyt la
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known as the “club movement' ls thus a
matter of three epochs—first, the era of in-
dividual clubs; second, thelr union in the

general federitiou, and, third, the develop-
ment of state associations. In cach of these
epochs Nebraska has bhad a part. The
Zetetic of Weeping Water §s the oldest club
in the state, having been organized in 1854,
and for gevernl years that club divided with
the Omaba Woman's club the bhonor of rep-
resenting Nebruska In the councils of the
general federation, When, however, in 1804
the elubs were called together in Omaha to
form o state federation there were ten
enter as charter members.  These included
two elubs from Lincoln, two from Crete and
ong each from Fremont, Kearney, Omabo
Weeping Water, Seward and Aurora.

The Nebraskua federation has now accom
plished five years of existence, but that fae
was not even mentioned at the annual meet
ing recently held In York, Indeed, the
women seemed so intent upon getting ahead
as to forget to look back and the gratula-
thon and admiration that often marks
a meeting of women was delightfully ab-
sent, although the onlooker wounld have seen
plenty of excuse for it In the reports of of-
ficers and delegates.

#0n

The federntion now comprlses about 3,500
women, included in seveniy-five clubs, that
viery In membership from the thirteen mem
berd of the Ladles' Reading club of Scotla
Lo the S0 of the Omaha Woman's elub
Buch club has s own plane and methods,
ndapting sell thereby to local peeds and
conditlins, bt there I8 o rdmarkable
uniformity of adhereopnce o what s now
estiublighed as the purpose of women's clubs
numely, culture for thi Individual  and
service In the communlty

The first of these (deas 5 naturally 1l
one uprn which most clubs are organizel
It I8 greatly 1o the eredit Of Nebraska that
every community, no mettor how esmall, his
aogroup of women who are epager for self
improvement, and also g woman, somellm=s
a tollege graduste, and often an ex-teached
or specialist who can lead thelr studles
These studies of oourse ol voETent variety
of directlon, but they are covered by the
broad deas so well explaloed by the presl-
dent, Mrs. 8. (0, Langwaorthy, in her annual
address at York. when she wsald “Th
domestie, socigl and Iutellectugl development
of women decldes the curfleulum of the
woman's club.'” The larger clubs provide for
diversity of taste by organizing o depart-
ments, as the Omaha club, which has no

leas than fourteen separate

of

groups of women

many them large ¢lubs In themselves
Olher clubs organize for the consideration
of certein subjects, history and art afford

Ing a popular combination History, lndecd
gfems to be & favorite study, and not less

than forty-five clubs show a preference for

nt in Nebraska

it.  Of these several are devoted o Ameri
can history, amd two at least, the clubs of
Fidrbury and Norfolk, are studyving Spanish
history. erouping wi it the literatire, ar
amd music of Spain, while one, the Fort
nightly of Lincoln is making a similar
study  of Russian Literature ranks
next o h"-’“'l'.\' in point of ||n]|l|'|.l'l'11._\.
not less than forty-three clubs
reporting wpon it In this Jdepartment
Shakespoare and DBrowning have many

diseiples, but more than one elub Is reading

American  Hterature and at least one, n
small, new club at Wakefleld, 1s pursulng
Thgwn 1ol by n zeplons admirar and com-

WOMEN'S CLUBS AT YORK,
patriot of that dramatlst. Current. events
form a nucleus for study in o many <lubs

Sometimes this is effectad thirough a roll call

at every meeting, when each member an-
swers to her name by a moment's discussion
of some tople of Immediate interest, and

sometimes through a department, as in the
Omaha club, where a huandred women
an aflernoon every two o u
vonsideration of current history and litern-
L. Two ¢lubs in Lincoln, and
jr., the former one of the older
clubs of the state, have always given thelr
of and

give
woeks serinus
Sorcsis
Sorosis,
gt tonles

genernl interest '’
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DELEGATES TO THE ANNUAL MEETING
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OMAHIA TLLUSTRATED

sSorosis of Stanton has jJust followed their ex-
ample.  Domestic interests are shown in two
WilVH. A large number of ¢lubys have
paranents for ehild study, where they un
deftake to make o sclentitic and sympathot i
study of ¢hilidhooml. They report the good
lortune of lectures and correspondence from

L}

speciiadists and  asslstance  from educatoprs
everywhore Heve 18 one of the points
where the womien  of he  home and the
Women of the school touch sach other to
thelr mutual profit Nutierous departmonis
ulodomestic cconoty are also reportoed, not

for the study of cooking merely, bul for the
vonsideration of all that bas to do with the
physical well-being of o tamily, The club
al Columbus is work

that direction,
The st

Tostered

couspleuous for s
ufl

throughout

Uy of

atale slanding
year by the fed

and
the
commiltes appointed lust
eration and for the firel time at an anoual
the program at York (ncluded a
musical afternoon and an art evenlpg, Mrs

T wrt

by

betng

meeling

Do A Campbell of Lineolu presided over
thp former session, s chalrman of the fed
cration committee on wugie, and anothet
member  of  the comumittee, Mrs. H, P
Doune of Crete, made a pled for the study of
hisle as an o art among the c¢lubs, while

Mes, Beals of Norfolk illustrated such study
in o paper entitléd "The IPhillisophy  of
Musle'  The remainder of aftarnoon
was devoted to the three groat divislons of
vpera—Iltallan, French and German. Cowm
prelensive papers were read upon these re
spective toples by Mrs, Frawley of Stroms
burg, Mg, Hearsh of Seward and Mre, Camp
el and Hustrations of each were glven
by plano, vielin and voeles,  The perform
erg were chosen from within the clubs rathe;

Lthe

than from the professonal class withou!
them, though several of them were real m
tists,  The program therefore served o
strengthen the idea that musical study as

Lo content and history may be prosecuted iu
the smaller towns as well in the citivs
where apportunities for hearing music are
greater.

There are musical clubs in the
stite of which the Matinee Musicale of Lin-

several

coln s deservedly the best koown.,  The
Mozart club of PMlattsmouth is also dolug
govd work, and music forms part of the
curriculum of clubs at Beatrice, Wymare,
Omaha and Fremont, while Columbus is
distinguished for its use of the Derthick
system, in which it is taking the second
vear.

The art program at York was weakened
by the absence of Mrs. Keysor of Omuha,

who was detained at home by Illness in her
family, though she had expected to lecture
the
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on Boston  pablie Hbrary, Her ster- photographie reproducti ns  of wurks of
copticon slides were used, however, and art, pumbering 300
explanntions were maile by Miss Lida Wil- Other branches of study interesting certaln
soft of the art department of the Ownabia clubs here and thero and gaioing the at
club, Mrs. F. A, Hall of Lincoln, chalrmon qjention of others i Parliamentary  dreill,
of the federation art committee, nleo s gocinl seletee amd civies, One club, that of
sistedd on the program. A feature of the Dundee, is looking into the seience of gool-
meeting at York was the art room, where gpy, gnder the direciion of an  epthiadliast
Braun and Berlin photographs, as well a8 on the subject, ool one very  buteresting
PPerry pletures were presented for gale, and  club known as the Baker Township elub
where there were cases of beautiful eceri- of York county e studying Buglish, aling
mies and art decorations of various I8 with its comrsa In eivil government. 'This
This room was constantly thronged A club 18 compoged of farmes  wives wnd
number of good pletures were purchased L0 daughters and  has for its president a
club rooms, school rooms and homes, and i1 former sehool tweachoer,
cne may judge from the interest expressed Hut the clul exists not ulene for self-cul-
the art committee will have a largely in- ture, but for service 1o the community, and
ereased number of art study clusses woder (po raer that this lden is growing ﬁl;-nru_-:*'r
g fostéring care next year, The arl do- ymong the elubs of the state was nnt only
piartment of the Omaha club also assists theBe pesorted by the pregident In these words
- L [ N -y - e Ty L Nigist orsi's o e (1L ] PR ek nwity
registered, by the loan of Its collectlon of #liae le dacvanineg g * het oy
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THE CARRIAGES IN LINIE,

shown In the reports throughout the mect-
Yurk. o tekamab e club s work
puleiie Hbraey wod the Fairbury
Clikh i edged tooa stadbice undds

Lng
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Litkidigs LDexl YUEur sS00oare the six clubs of
I el I Columibis G0 yolulies are
in cirewtntion threugh the ellorts of the club

atd that pumber wall have additions ds the
wulien  radest fulds by subsuriplion or by
Biving cutertaiuinetls. This ¢lub 8 con-
cerned  wlso o have good pletures o e
selloul butldingg  aud clubs everywbere roe-
podt dnterest and ettort o that line. Village

anuther
Fulrpury
[y
Ly

nuprovement s vital activity with
dodrioking
Ll ks Wolbun's club, wud

[T s wulkiug
varly clusing movement, regurding it
W ey
slhould b viosed at o o elock.

But b ds dmpossible o mention Lthe [orms ln
which the acuwity apd public splrit of Ne-
Bl woien algexpress g themselves, Nor
w AL pressible O guole Ly praciical common
shatid L i

lany <lubs. [ERL P
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Vi Cluly, Wl e,
b Lhie
ailEo ub

jprovement that slures

ITETER TR R VRS AE 1k papiels and discus
sulid ol Lhie YOIk e,

er, espuciully rich

s Al W, Mield, chalrpan of the educia-
conpuittee of the
ahch deserves mwenthbom The tollowing were
of the it “How L~

gtye Conditiong of Country Schools,'” paper,

There wis, huw-

L prograw, conduceted

sulhikl stute federatd.u,

e Ledjies Ul Ly

ay  Miss Blair of Wayng; “"The Vacation
vrobdem,' discussed by Mrs. 'age of Syra
use, “llouselbold Booonomies,”™ treated by
Mig, J. 1% LaChuppelle, Ashlawd, **Mauual
Prajning," addi Ly Mrs. Furmer of Al
low, “Why Do Men Dhshke Dusiness Doal
lugs with Women?'" discussed by Mrs. Nor-
ris of North Hend The Mother's Greatest
Newl," puper, by M Kingsley, Minden,
Upon the Hst afteruoon of the meeting
the women rested from thelr labors and s
Leped Lok story written by Mrs, Heller of
Oaba, after which they returned to the
shisenagion of  “Houschold Bronomies,"”
Eurning Women aod “Villoge 1w
provement,” which toples were handled by
thres Ominhie women, Mre. Mary M. Pugh,
Mrs, O Laohingiler nnd Mrse. Blanche Me
Kulvey redpectively. Then the press came bn
for g share of attention. Miss Sarah Haor-
g of the Lineolo Courler spoke on *News
papoer Euglisbh,"” and Mise [deal MacKeever

uf Stronu

g explafned the plms of the Na-
vhamnl Writer nssacintion

The Federation library, untl] such time
the state provides o clrewlating lbrary,
HE furpish ths only means for many to
ure books for stady It is Incressed your
by yoeur through gifts from the cluls and
I the objedt of & generous annual gL from
the twmaha club, which appreclates s own
Hbrary advatlpges The federation books
are o charge of Mre. G. M, Liambertson
ol Linvoln They numbered al the begin-
ning of the year 271 volumes
The oMeers just elected al York to serve
for the years 1898 and 1900 are: Prosident,
Mrs, Anna L. Apperson of Tecumseh; vice
president, Mrs, Dlair of Wayne: recording
relary, Miss Mary Hills of York: eorra-
sponding secretary, Mrs. Virginia Aroup of
Tecumeeh; treasurer, Mra. H, F. Doaune,
Crete. FRANCES F. FORD.




