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WASHINGTON, D, 0, 10, 1800 —(Spe-
elal Correspondence of The Bee)—1 had a
chnt with the secrctary of agrieulture this
morning as (o his plang for the Investl-
gation and development of Porto Rico, Cuba
and the Philippines. e has been engaged

et

for the past fow weeks In preparing hile
estimates Ffor congreas, and he will inelude
In them n congiderable appropriation for

our new possessions,  So far Secretary Wil-
won has been alle to do but Hitle for want

of money, although agonts of the department
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to know what things will do for man. We
want to ascertaln the economice vilue of
the plants and soll, We are going to gend
bolaniats to study the reglongs with this
view. It may be that we can find some
plints in Porto Rico wkleh will grow well
in the Philippines and come in other islands
whieh will be fAtted for Porto Rico and the
United States, Take the matter of coffee,
for Instance. We will take the coffee tree
that makes the best berries and cross breed
that with the tres that produces the most
berrlies at one time, We will study coffee

Wi

bave visited the islauds and made o number
of spocinl reports. During my travels in
Porto Rico | met men who had been In Cuba
and the Philippines looking up the chances
for our products there., The weather bureau,
which ig under the department, huas 18 men
almost everywhere, asud reports baye been
glven as to the cropg of the West Indian s-
lands.,

By the plaus of the which

secretary, are

now to be pushed, we will acquire a prac-
teal koowledage of what the lslamds are,
what they are worth and what we can do

to better the comditions of the people.
Our New Posscesslons.

Suid Seeretary wWilson:

“The Islands acquired by the United
States through Its war wilth sSpaln are prac-
tically unexplured. Aceurate statlstics are
upsttalnable as o any of thenn The gures
of the Spanberds are pnot to be relied upon
and their condition, resources and possibil-
itles aree unkoown. They are really a new
world, which Uncle Sam has now Lo ex-
plore.  Take the Phllipploes, for jostance
The island of Luzon is as big as Ohlo and
Mindaniwoe §s ab.oul the spme size. There are
other islands, seme of which are as large
ag ouy emnailer states, These lslands have
the richest of soll and only a small part of
the available lands wre in use. The most
of the property, as 1 understand it, on the
slands belongs to the United States. From
two-thirds to three-fourths of the land ls
covered with woods. These lands belonged
to the Spaolsh government and by the ces-
glon of the Philippines to the United Slates
they became the property of Uncle Sam.
The forests are of great valug. One of the
agents of the department who recently re-
turned tells me he saw o rosewood log
which wus nine feet In dinmeter. There
are more than fifty kinds of hard wood,
some of which will make most beautiful fur-
Mture, In Forman's book on the Phillp-
plnes, just published, a mentlon Is made
of soms of the timber. Scores of Lrees
are deseribed, One ls so hard that It 1s
known us the bullet tree. 1t can be driven
toto softer woods lke o bult and is used out
there for ax and tool handles, It glves
lugs forty-flve feet long and elghteen Inches
square. Another tree of about the samo
gize I8 better than the famous teak wood of
Slam. It standg the ravages of the sea
worms and 18 valuable for shipbullding.
Then there are cedars, ¢hony, timber which
will do for ships, and the yacal tree, from
which logs fiity feet long atre cul and which
@ 80 hard that it will withstand the al-
tacks of the white ants. I the Philip-
plnes are kept by the Unlted States these
ymber lands will be opened up In some
way. We will send out gelentlsts from our
forestry department to investigate them
from a practical standpoint and we hope to
do this just as so0On ns the Insurrection has
been quelled, We want to send men to
Porto Rico for the same purpose.”

“How about Cubal”

o1 don’t know what the president will say
about Cuba I have Included no special
appropriation for the purpose of Investi
gating that country, for, you know, it does
pnot belong to ue, 1L may be different Inter
on.'

Our Tropleal Empire.

“Wea have now A tropionl empire,
tinued the secretary, “and we must mnke
a practical study of the tropics, The crops
and soll and everything connected with them
are new. The most of our j@lands are near
the 20th parallel of norih latitude, although
some of the FPhillpplnes run much further
south. There has been much sclentific in-
vestigation of the lands along this parallel,
but not such Investigations @& we make.
Our work is In applled science. We want

con

WANT TO HELP THE

NATIVES.

conditions and coflee soll and lell
plo what coffee they can raise best
most profitably. We have alrendy begun
our Investigations as to tobaceo. We are
not only studying how to grow the best
and most tobacco, bul the conditions of its
manutacture. We expect to introduce new
varietles of pineapples into Porto Rico.
The country Is now growing vast gquantities
of them, but we helleve that we can glve
them & better article, which will grow quite
as luxuriantly. It will be the same with
the banana, and, In fact, with everything.

“What we are especlally anxious to do,*
continued the secretary, *is to better the
condition of the people. If the Lord has
glven us these islands, He has done so for
i purpose, and that purpose ls to improve
the condition of the people, We must show

the peo-

and

them how to ralse ¢ropg and how {o mar-
ket them, We must Inspire them with a
desire of dropping the Dbreecheloths and

putting on pantaloons, 1 refer, of course,
to the wilder lslands of the Philippines, in
parts of which it |s said that the women
wenr bark gowns. The moment the peopie
begin to better themselves they will ae-
cumulaty wants and in time there will 'n a

big demand for American goods of all
Kinds, so that while we benefit them we
will be helping ourselves.””

“But, Mr. Secretary, do you think that

goods a year, In 1804 they shipped $42,000,-
0 worth, and last year the exports jumped
up Lo §$73,000,000,

"The exports will soon be $100,000,000, and
the day may come when our markets in the
fur enst will be ns great as our market
Europe. The far enst I8 tlie thickly popu-
latedd part of the globe., Omne-third of the
humion race lives in Chinn.  The western
Pacific s peppered with populous Islands,
Java alone has 24,000,000 people, one-third
a8 many a8 we have in all the Unlted
States, and India runs up somewhere loto
a quarier of o billion. You knew Colonel
Sellers sald, when speaking of his ey

in
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"There are 500,000,000 Chinese and
one of them has sore eyes,' This
was facetious, of course, but in reality every
of that vast population is a possible
cugtomar for American goode. The people
dress chiefly In cottons, and nowhere can
cotton be produced more cheaply or better
than ip the Unlted States. They want cheap
and good food, We can raise iU to better
ndvantage almost than any ether nation.
We take milllons of dollars worth of their
producis every year and the chances for
profitable exchanges are enormous beyond
conception us we have [laster
ships and closer connections the trade will
grow and we will get our share of the enor-
mous business which today chiefly belongs
to Europe.'

What Ship Anin.

At presont trade amounts
little, Mr. Secretary, does it not?"

“ItL l& far more important than
think," was the reply, “1 was out in the
utate of Washington n few weeks ago, and
while at Olympin 1 saw a ship about to
start out for Japan and China. 1 had a
curlosity to what & cargo was and
went on board, The cap‘ain took me over
the vessel and 1 was amozed at the variely
of Amerlean goods. There were rallroad
ties from the Pacifle const which were to
be used to bulld a raiblroad In China, There
were hundreds of barrels of flour billed for
Shanghal, and about one thousand barrels
of beer from Milwnukee. There were corned
beef and other ment produets from Chicago,
sugar machinery from Philadelphia, steel and
iron goods from Alabama and bales of cot-
ton cloth from North Carolina, In the
cargo were twelve hundred tons of tobacco
from Virginin and Kentucky, for Japan, as
well as many boxes of clgarettes [rom our
southern stiales, There were of
bleyeles and notlons from New England,
and altogether 3,000 tons of different Kinds
of Amerlean goods, This was only one ship-
load, and the ships are going every week
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THE APPROACH.

or 0 from each of the different ports of the
United States and from Vancouver,
The Conl of the Philippluen,

“Speaking of our trade on the Pacifie, the
Philippines will become Important as soon
as conditions are settled, on account of their
enormous coal areas. 1 understand that
there are large coal beds on muany of the
Islande. Bome of the coal 1s so situated
that it can be shoveled from the mines al-
most directly Into the ships. Last year an
English company was formed with a capltal
of $1,600,000 to develop some «f the mines,
and If we hold the Islands other companies
will probably be formed. The coal I8 both
anthracite and bituminous, and it Is prob-
ably of great value. At present the biggest

FARMERS CARRYING

there s w chapce for any trade to speak
of between the United States and the Phil-
Ipploes®  Asla, it seems Lo e very far
away."”

“Chapce for trade!™ sald the
with an exclamstion point in his face; *l
should say there ls a chance for trade, The
day will soon come when our Paclfic states
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geeretary,

will fatten on Asla. They are beginning
to do s0o pow. Ten years ago they were
shipplog just about 526,000,000 worth of

PRODUCTS TO MARKET

Neet on the eastern Pacific is the coal fleet,
Coal Is brought to San Franclsco from Aus-
tralin. It Ils carrled to the west coast of
South America from England, and It comes
from Australia and Epgland to different
paris of Asla. When these minee are de-
veloped wvast quantities of coal will be
brought to Callfornis and Oregon as ballast
and as return cargo. This will cheapen

(Continued on Seventh Page.)
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and 4,000
made hls
He found the

With 6,000 pounds in the lead
i the trall wagon, the [reighter
way across the plains o 4%,
streams spanned by no structures of stone
and iren aud at a quivksand crossing hi
could only throw the leather into his elght
mules and go through at a gallop, knowing
that if a single animal fell hiz whole outfit

would be swallowed up Beset by untold
dangers the whagon trains followed an un-
swerving traill to the west, hoping after

many days to reach the golden shore of the
Paclfic. The same direct path trod by the
cager gold scoker on his way to the coast is

still the nation’s thoroughfare to the west-
ward, “The Overland Limited,” the pride
of the Union Paclfic rallroad, traverses the

simeg old trail of the forty-niner, and like
him allows no enticement to turn the course
from the stralght line, The model train,
however, covers the distance from Chicago to
the coast in less than three days, the quick-
est time ever recorded, while the pioneer
coulil only look down upon the Pacific after
three months of dangerous and fatiguing ef-
fort,

A vivid image of the "Limited” rushing
into the west was shown on canvas at the
Orpheum theater last week by the American
Mutascope and Bicgraph company. It
thrilling viglon of rapld transit that brings
a gasp to the throat of even the civilized
belng who lives at the end of the century.
As for the pioneer looking from beneath the
lap of a prairle schooner such a revelation
would have been testimony that he
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locoed,"” The spectacle of  the fully
equipped train hurls ltself into the audience
at the rate of sixty miles an hour. It was
under the observation of the camera for
forty-five seconds and each detnll etands out
clearly from the moment It appears a tiny
object on the horizon until, a full grown
monster, it makes a sensational exit wilihin
finger-touch of the lens,

The picture was sepcured three weeks ago
Just outslde of Columbus, Neb, The machine
used is the only one in existence capable of
following a train at the pace set by the
“Overland Limited" without blurring. The
expert obtalned 1,500 Impressions and in each
one the outlines of the train are as clearly
drawn as if the objeot were standing mo-
tionless. The effect is elmilar and fully
equal to that of the "Empire State Express,”
which s the most widely shown pleture ever
projected by a vitoscope,

As it passes over the canvas the “Over-
land Limited™ Is disclosed as a symmetrical
train, made up of bulfet, smoking and -
brary cars, reclining chair cars, dining and
baggage cars,

It 1s in all respects a palace
on wheels,

The interior & lighted by the
Pintsch system und heated by steam and the
traveler may cross the
nope of the comforts of
continuous dining
cogo to Ogden, Portland and San Franclsco
provides for his physical needs. In the
through double drawing room palice sleeping
cars he may recline upon couches as soft
as any he has left behind., In the buffet
smoking and lbrary cars, with barber ghop
attachment, he finds means of satisfying all
the other ordinary wants of & human being.
It his resources are limited he has

continent
his awn
BE&TVite

and lack
home. A

Ccar from Chi-

recourse

to the free reclining car service, which is
maintalned between Chicago, Ogden and
Portland., The contluent & covered in a

gpace that scarcely causes a detention from
busipess and the traveler's comfort and
sufetly provided for with a thorough-
ness that called forth the following eulogium
from lLord Charles Beresford

“Why, I never saw anvthing like it (the
Union Paclfic railroad), and then this dining
car system, it s grand, The appointments
of this traln "The Overland Limited,! are a
constant source of surprise to me,"’

Asilde from the direciness of the route the
minlmum consumption of time |8 due to the
flawless roadbed, a long expanse of which
|8 discernible in the moving picture. The
engine driver has no timidity lo throwing
open the throttle when he remembers that
steel ralls of the heaviest and latest improved

are
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Minute Trains

pattern lle underneath, that the “'Overland
route” has more miles of track fully bal-
lasted than any other road in the west; and
that improved interlockling signals have
been erected at all grade crossings which are
n guaranty againet accidents, With its per-
foct equipment, No. 1, “The Overland
Limited,” is able to leave Chicago at 6:30
p. m., Omaha at §:20 a, m., arriving at San
Franeleco at 5:16 p. m., on the third day.
To effect the proper exposure and focus
in seeuring the 1,800 tiny pictures in the
serfes protrayving the Limited in its flight
through Columbus was a delicate task, The
operator placed his instrument beside the
track upon a solld platform; the stretch of
roadbed was brought Into range of the lens
and at the moment the train came into slght
the current was turned on which unrolled
the film. By the tlme the last car had
flashed by nearly 200 feet of the film had
streamed pnst the lens, recelved nearly
2,000 Impressions and had been wound with
its precious record upon the receiving spool.
The portrait of a moving express train is
probably the most popular of all the varied
spectneles which the biograph has atlempted
to present, Many excellent exposures have

bheen made by operators clinging in a dan- _

gorous and cramped position to the pilot of”
an engine. A realistic spene 1s  at  the
entrance of a tunnel, when the mouth ap-
pears in the distance, grows larger, untll it
finally looms up, a yawning, black chasm.

Total darkness follows for a moment. Then
in the distance appears a tiny speck of
. -

FRONT OF THE CAMERA.

light, which grows and grows until suddenly
a broad landscape bursts upon the view.

Photographers have given mo heed to per-
sonunl safety In their effort to perpetuate n
striking scene at the eritical moment, Op-
erators have trained thelr cameras on Span-
ish breastworks manned by excited artil-
lerymen, the hostile American fleet appear-
ing In the distance. The charge of the
Hough Riders at San Juan hill bas also been
faithfully portrayed with the bursting of
chells and the fallipg of the stricken, On
one occasion, in showing a view of cross
country riding, the camera was placed at a
difficult barrier. One of the horses fell in
attempting the leap and crushed its rider.
The whole accldent was shown accurately
in the pletures, which make up a very
unigue set.
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The Text Struck Hon

This happened to the wife of a well-ky
merchnnt, whoe s rather conspleuous fol
devotlon to the chureh, reports the Cl
land Plain Dyaler, His spouse, dreasin
recent '."il“l'lil}' morning, got into A
wilst that more than put Reuben's co
the shade She was consclous of the
scheme, but declded 1o ask her hushb
and her father's opinion before wearin
garment to church. They agreed—poor

that ahe was delightfully dressed and
the waist could hardly be improved
So they went to chureh, the wife with
misgivings, which, the case turned
were well enough rounded, for llll'}' we

ius

sooner #eated In Grace Eplscopal ch
thun Rev, br., Worthlngton gave out
text, “"We will read,” the reéverend ge

man sald, “"from the gospel of 85t, Matt
the gixteenth chapter and eighth verse:
whit purpcsee is this waste? " The
woman collajeed In her pew, and n
ralsed her head durlog the remalning
tion of the services.
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