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Taking «the Qu

They are putting out “the queen's shill-
g In Great Britain Just now with unusual
Hberality, and the chances are that e cir-
culation will still further and wonder-
fully increased within the next fow months.
For the British army s greatly in need of
recrults to be sent to South Afriea, and, ac-
cording to the British system of enlistment,
i “queen’s shilllng" Is palil over to every
man who enters the service. The “queen’s
shilling," by the way, Is not a coin of spe-
cinl design, It 18 exactly ke every other
toin of the same denominati n and It s
termed *“the gqueen’s’ from the fact that its
acceptance from a recruiting sergeant makes
the recelver a queen’s man,” b dy and soul,

The greatest taek of the Unlied Siates gov.
ernment, when the war with Spuain broke
out, was to furnish an effective land fAghting
on short potice, and our crities in
England, friendly and otherwise, had a good
deal to eay about the shorteomings of our
nrmy system, under which only a ridlcu-
lously small force of tralned soldlere was
maintained In time of peace, n foree quite
InsuMeient to do our fighting In time of
war. In the present juncture the British
army systemn, which Ineludes the reeruiting
department, of coursge, may be put to al-
most as severe a test ns was the Ameriean
aystem Iast year. For, although the total
milltary forces of the Britlsh empire are
enormous in numbers, aggregating consider-
ably over 750,000 all told, the forces Imme-
diately avallable for service againet the
Boers, In whose subjugation the British
navy obvlously can take no part, are only a
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tary patade—ihe regular ceremony of guard
mount—Iis held The detachment of  the
household cavalry  that goes through this

evolution is made up uvnquestionably of the

voery flower of the British army. The men
uro stalwart and dashing, with movements
that show perfect traloing; thelr uniforms

are fairly dazzling in their spick and
splendor, and there iz alwaye an admiring

span

crowd i the courtyard to view the Inspir-
Ing specticle, Judged from it, life In the
army is mainly pictorinl and it is an un-

neunl day in times of no special excitement,
even, on which from twenty to forty young
men are tempted by the goard mount
ahow 1o take “the queen’s shilling' from one
of the Lrim sergeants,

nal

Thoee who toke the shilling In  the
neighborhood mentioned arve initiated to the
service of her majesty at the recruiting

depol of 2t George's barracks, just back of
the Natlonal galletwy It s the largest in
Great Britain and probatly cne-guarter of
nll the Dritish recruits are there enrolled.
Other large depots loeated at Wool-
wich, Hounslow and elgewhore, In fact,
there i a recruiting depot in every sizable
town In all Great Britain,
Recernits in Genernld,

The recruiting sergeants who work in
square and near the Horse Guards have
far easler task to perform. generally
who do duty elsewhere. Under  the
splendid stimulus  furnished by the  erack
cavalry's appearance the recruits rarely have
to be subjected to much  puarsuasion  and
often offer themselves unsolieited, Recruls
are easlly obtained, also, in many places on
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small fraction of that pumber. Even the
figures representing the active fighting
forces—numbering nearly 200,000-—are mis-

leading, since they jnclude 125,000, or there-
wbouts, that must be kept in India. That
leaves only about 100,000 effective troops In
Great Britain and lreland to draw upon,

It I8 true that there are pearly 440,000
others, more or leas well trained in  mili-
tary affairs, but only a portion of these

can be drawn upon, and a large fraction of
them would make ns sorry work of fighting
in the Transvaal, or anywhere elge for the
matter of that, ag the raowest of American
recruits, This force I8 divided about as fol-
lows: Army reserves, 83,000, militia, 15,000
yeomanry, 10,000; volunteers, 282,000, Some
of these can not he taken out of the coun-
try except for defense, some are  trained
but little If any better than our Natlonal
Guard, while othersa—tihe -though
they have seen service, are pretty old to do
actlve gervice in a foreign clime and have
leng been out of training. And, no matter
how many are sent to South  Africs, their
places must be flled by recrults, some-
how, If possible, since It would never do
for England, whth potent possible enemies
geparated from bher by only a few miles of
seqa, to allow any material reduetion of her
foreces at home.  In these clreumstances the
present activity of Grent Hritain’s recruiting
machinery I8 a matier of peeessity,

reserves

Man Who Gives the Shilling.

The Dritish recruiting sergeant, the mian
tho gives the shiling, s & splendid crep-
ure, He la tall, ereet, broand of shoulders,
eep of chest, supple of limb, with the
saring of a congueror tempered by melting
miality, and with an ideally persuasive
ngue. Always In uniform and white gloves,
th little cap a-1ilt on hle head, with baton
‘Arling alrily in his hand and continually in
Idence, he plays 4 mesl important part in

€ Army system of hig country He gen
ally hunts In couples and  his  chosen
ks are elther in the vielnlty of some

itk barrncks or In the poorer quarters of

e town where he I8 locatod. Naturally
are men are reoruited in London  than
wwhere  else The favorite slamping
rounds of the London recrultlng sergeants

hre in the pneighborhood of the Horse Guards
and in Trafalgar square, on the side fronted
iy the National gallery aod Martin's
jburch.

! No one who has been much In  Loodon
'‘need be told why the recruiting sergeants
. patrel lu the vicinity of the Horse Guards,
wines there, day after day, & miplature mill-
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occaslons of great pariades. But in ordi-
ary circumstances, in most il}l'.l]“i{':-. B
curing recrults for her majesty's service ls
not a task to be lightly undertaken,

It I8 to the credit of the English that
erimping and the press gang are no lopger
necessary In order to Keep the army ra. 58
well filled. But It 15 true that the recrulting
gergeants for the militin and the ordinary
foot regiments are sometimes obliged to re-
sort to rather devious expedients, It is also
true that a very large percentage of the re-
crults are pleked up in city slums, where a
glass or two of ale and a good jollying from
a splendld fellow, like a recruiting sergeant,
are far more Hkely than anything else to
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produce the desired resualts. Recrults ob-
tadned in slum nelghborhoods are youngsters
out of work in the main, often without fam.
Iy tlea and sometimes quite willing, 1If well
persuaded, to get away from thelr current
surroundinge, even (f the piospects be fairly
favorable for service agalingt half-savage
native rebels In Indin, the still more savage
blacks of Afriea or the Boers, more dangoer-
ous, because of thelr superior marksmanship,
than elther Hindus or blacks. A guaranty
of the recruit’'s good mdral character ls re
quired, ostensibly, but the regulations upon
this point are not administered with great
rigidity In many instances and the contin-
gency of rejection upon the moral record of
the reeruit is remotoe ndeed

Very many of the men reeruited in the
more crowded sections of the cltiea go Into
the militia, which I» about as unlike the
Natirnal Guard here as can ecasily be Imag-
ined, and whose members are regarded with
legs favor by the middle class population of
Great Britaln than those of any other branch
of the gervire. Tt has heen commonly sup
posed, hoth In and out of England, that the

militia could not be ordered to do forelgn
gervice, but this e an error. The militia
may he sent ot of the eountry If oceasion
arlse, and, furthermore, Il itg ranks be not
filled by “volunteer enllstment."  lNmited
conseription may be enforesd to that end

This has not been resorted to In thirty yvears
but the law authorizing 1t js etill on the
gintute bonks and wounld by offectlve any
vear in whieh the customary militla ballot
suspension act were not passed by Parlin-
ment,

Recrublts From the Peasnnt Clnss,

In the regular foo! reglments recrults
from the Englieh peasant class, or, rather,
ns some one hong said, “peasants deterior-
ated by two generatlons of life as mill op-
eratives,” are much in evidence. The re-

class in general I8 a somewhat
undersized, narrow-chested, flaxen-hairad
Ind of what would be termed rather defec
tive education In Amerlea and with abnor-
mal appetites so far as ale and tobacco are
coneerned. The British “eraity'  of this
type is decldedly Inferior in body, mentality
and general training to the average Amer-
lean rogular army recruit in time of peace
or volunteer as decepted while the war with

cruit of this

Spain was on, but probably not below the
bodily standard maintained during the
greatest demaud for soldlers in civil war
times,

There has been much eriticism by the
Gnglish themeelves of the Jow  physical
atandard of the army recruits and more
than one British authority has referred to
them as a lot of “half-grown hoys'" A

British officer of high standing, who admits
that many immature youngsters find their
way into the ranks, eavs this & a good thing
on the whole, His theory ls that the recruit
whao hegine his service before attaining full
growth will seon “fill oul,” thug acqulring
the proper size and weight, Meanwhile he
will receive his training as a soldier at Jjust
the time it s most lHkely to priduce o last-
ing Impreegion upon him in every way. In
fact, he continues, many commanding ofll-
cera have reported that young recruits often
develop Into more satisfuctory soldlers than
other men because they received thelr mil-

ttary training during, and not after, the
formative period of their lives. 1t should
be understood that not all British recrulis
are of inferior physical types. Men from
every walk of Hfe enllst in her majesty's
service amd many of them are splendid
thaps bodily., They enter the crack regi-
moents, of courde. It s not expected that

any of the raw recrults will be sent out at
this time, The British alm Is always to
huve the Aghting done by seagoned soldlers

and should jr continue In any iusthnce till
they are exhausted the new soldiers will
have heen pretty well trained mennwhile,

Recruiting sergeants are paid 60 cenls for
every ordinary recruit; for a recrult suit-
able to enter the Scots Guards, the cavalry,
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thoe engineers or the artillery, whose qual
Meattons must be of 4 higher osder than
those of a recrult for most regiments of
foot soldiers, the pay s $1.25. Much moro
is often allowed for a4 man it to be a Lifa
Gunrdeman; the equivalent of $15 i not un
procedented, and there are some other regl
monts  reornits for which bring faney pos
to the sergeant securing thesn.
“Tommy Atkins®

The nleknome “Tommy Atkine, which
outside of the British emplire 18 gomarally
supposed to apply to all British soldiers,

ln reality applies only to the infautey of the

Hine.  To eall an artilleryman anything but
“gunner” wonld be to insult him; the en
Heted cavaleyman, who, Hke his superior,

Is n bit of a swell, wonld snort at any title

3
cofls, while the novmal datly ration, varied
aometlmes Lo sult conditions nopound of
Brend and three-guarviers of o pound of moent

Of course, the netunl fare of the Mritish sol

ler has more varlety than th wonld fndl
cate, bt he has to pay for the additions oul
of his geanty stipemd, s ¢l thea cost him
nothing, but he has to pay for e washing
It 18 eloimed By the authorvitdes that  his
“net™ ds larger than the average artisan
clngs in England, 1t is of record that mors
thin one British regliment hoas motinied be-

it
have

it eninee, complinints

cause of poot
of msuficient amd bad food
of lale years The pay of
in Indin and the colonles 18 generally sup
plomented-——somoetimes Joubled,

Much hoen

Ty

solidlers serving

maore e pald to the

respoect

THE HIGHLAND MOUNTED

sive “'trooper;” the engineer is o “sapper,”
and the men of the Grenmdier Gourds would
have fits were they to be spoken  f as “Tom-
miles," The orlgin of the nlekname 18 rather
curlous. Twenty years ago, when General
Lord Wolseley wrote his celebruled " Pocket
Ho k," he used the name “Thomas Atkins'
in the forms prescribed for officers’ accounts
and reports, Somehow, after the diminutlve,

“Tomey'" was substituted for ““Thomas,'’
the pame stuck and the ordioory Britksh
soidier will probably remaln “Tommy At-
Kkina"" to the eud of lime.

The raw recrult is a “Tommy™ In every
sense of the word, from the moment he

takes the shilling, and is lable to punish

ment for desertion should he fall to report
at  the recruiting depot very soon  after
lis acceptunce of the coin,  But should he

repent, he may be bought off within a cer-
tain deflinite period, and British mothers,
who bute the recrultivg sergeants Iintensely,
Hegquently seeare thelr sons' release In this
way. In thme of war the dutles of the
British soldier are like the duties of all
soldlers engaged in actual fghting: In tlmo
Lf peace they are far more arduous than
lthuse of the American soldler, a much
greater degree of attention belng bestowed
up n the condition of arms and sccoulre-
ments, trimness of unlform, ete., than here,
On the whole the cavaleyman Lag more work
In peaceful times than the fo.t soldler, for
the cavalrymun hag his horse as well s
himsell to keep In constant condition,
Arms nnd Uniforms,

The uniforms furnished Lo the Britigh sol-
dier are well made and comfortable as a
rule. Some of them are gorgeous and there
I¢ great variation in the outft of different
regiments of the same branch of the service.
The normal pay ls a shilllng a day, or 24

SOUTH AFRICA,

INFANTRY,

SENT TO THE CAl'E
volunteer service in Great
merly. It appears to have much In conimon
with our own state national guard, espe
clinly i membership o o volunoeer OrKin
lzntlon I8 countod n sort of soclal distinetlon
and the prime object of the voiunteers s
home defense and not outside fighting. The
Lee-Maotford rifle, ihe standard arm of the
British army, has been dealt out to the vol
unteers only lately, however, nnd Lhi¢y aro
almest as unlwmwdlinr with it a8 our volun-
teerd were with the so-called Krag-Jorgen-

Britaln than for

sens when the Spanish war broke out. The
Lee-Metford Is consldered Inferlor to the
Mauser by some nuthorities, cspecially for

use against o clvilized enemy.  The often
expressed fear that the British eoldler will
prove defective In marksmandiip, particu

larly If pitted against the Boers, s based on
admittedly insulliciont rvifle practice,

uf to Afriea
i numbers suflicientl to carry on o war with

Trausportiation Lroa)ps South

the Transvaal, of necessity, talls for an
Increase of the Dritish  traosport  service,
nnd  this  has  already augimiented  the

demand for suitable ships, and there s great
daonger of WO e thayn  attended
our sending of troops to the West Iondies
and the Philipploes in the carly stages of
the gume. HBritlsh troops unused 10 gerviee
away from home will undoubitedly find much
Lo lonrn aboul the proper care f themselves
in SBouth Africa, bl reglment  will
probably contain enough exporlonced soldiers
to reduce the complicntlons from a chauge
of ellmate, ot., i baum,

n mix-up

every

1o i
Lleatenant  Gonerild
Buller, recently adjutani

fOorees nf SUCCessol S

Sir Redvers  Henry
geneial of the
Willlaim Butler, s

Just the man to command the forces agalnat

Lhe Boers. e I8 sabd o have an old grudge
againgt them,  He served in South Africa
In IKT8-4, wheo the British arms virtually
wiped  out the Zulus, the Doer's greate-t
vpemy. St Hedvers is o Hiee hos heen
In the service since he was 19, und has
servedd dn Chidng, Nocth Amorlen and Bgypt,
winning mwany hovors and distinetions for

extreme gollantry

A Confident Youth

Washington  Star
the father, g
may daughter "

"1 de,"” noewereld the vouth resolutely,

"o you think you ecan support her In the
luxury to which she has beon aceonstomed?'”

“'Sn,

ahe exclnimed

sively, “you wish to marry

T do, When she moakes ber home with
mies she won't have the goas turonsd down at
s from the metor as o hint thoat v js
time for company th go home, and she won't
nave any 1‘u|||]-|.1||4'-- about the amount of
conl burped In order to hedt the parlor for
vigltore. 1 kind of think, mayvbe, the dear
girl will be pleased with the change, in
time.""

Price

Ihstroiy Journal The robbwr baron was
nitch moved when told the price that  bad
Lieen got upon hils headd, 5

“Ten thousand plast res'’ he  exelalmed
“Well, well!  And yet I cannot wonide !
For twenty years, now, 1 haven't done n
thin= but make mysell soarce when wanted
wnd Af I am scarce, | am statlatically strong
I suppise!  Yes, Indeed!*™

The knightly retalners koew nothing  of
economics, presumably; it wos an Intultion,
doubtivss, which prompted them (o laugh

viclent!y and ralee a loud acelaim,




