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Americanizing Porto Rico

(Copyrighted, 188, by Frank Q. Carpencer,)

WASHINGTON, Oot, 3.—(Special  Corre.
spondencea of The DBee)—With this latter 1
close my serles on Porto Rico. 1 have foundd
Unele Bam’s new island ene of the most

“’f interesting parte of hls possessions, and 1
belleve In the end it will, In proporilon to
v

-

|
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its size, be cne of tho most profitable, Ihir-
ing my travels 1 have Interviewed the lend-
ing Amerlécans who have visited 'orto Hico
as o whether the island will pay or not as
a part of our territory, 8o far I have not
feund one answer In the noegatlve, General
Fred Grant, with whom T talked Just hefore
he left San Juan for the Philippines, was
enthusiastic over Parto Ripo, and he Kpew
as much about the country and ftg Inhah-
ftants as any mnn who has ever visited it
During his stay he role over svory part of
the Island on horseaback, golhe from town
to town and village to village, e vigiied
evory plantation of any size and made the
persgonnl aequaintonce of almost every prom-
inent Porto Rican. Some of hle rldes we
extraordinary., At one time he made eighiv-
two miles in ane night en horsebnek, his
only companlon belng Wi gon, a boy of 17.
He had traveled 115 miles by radl and horee
tha day bhefore, but pushed rizht en In order
Io get through aulekly., Goneral Grant told
me he thought the feland would he the gar-
den patch of the United Stntes, and that 1t
would eventually he divited up into small
plantations, owned by Individuale nnd svndl-
cates and by rich penple whn deslre a do-
Hzhtful winter residence. Ie was enthu-
slustic over the climate and the fertility of
the g411. He liked the pe-ple, and told me
he thought they would mnke gond Ameriean
eltizens.  He belleves, T thinlk, in a elvil
rather than milliary gaverament, bt does
not. Fhink the Porto Ricans are as vet M
to g~vern thomeplves

Genernl Robert . Wennedy, the headl of
the Inenlar eomml=2sion, has the eame opine
fon, althengh T do not know that he ex-
presses it in his repert. He, togother with
many others, think the Island ghouwld have
A povernment somewhat ke that nf the
District of Columbin. the chief nfMeinls 1o
be Amerieans, apprinted by the president,
Asgsintant Postmaster General Heath, who
has visited all parts of the Island., ex-
progsed a elmilar opinlon In a ennyaraation
with me, as have aléo many other prominent
men,

Amevienns Shounld Hoandle the Maney,

There I8 ene thing very evident, and that
Is that Amerieans should hanidle all publie
funds and hold the chief nfMees of trust for
snme years to come The Porto Ricans
have heen educated according to Spanleh
ldeags of henor and finanelnl responsgibility,
They have been taught that every publie

«afficial ran be bribed and enn be moaved by

brites. Wih them In the past justice hne
always been hrught and sald.  Judges and
Justices are still  consldered open to  pur-
chnge, and the courts cannot  he regpectea
as long as natlves are at the head of them
It 18 80 with the other natlve officinls
Nearlv every one of them expects to charge
for dolpg his duty when the doing It bhene-
fita any one out of whom he can equeezc
mrney, The notaries puhblie, for {netnnee,
8 managed thelr offices In times past that
many of them made as much as $10,000 5
yeor. General Kennedy tells of one  whe
nutde more than  $00,000 per annum, and
aays he heard of enme who made more
Acecording  to law, the notarles have to
draw up all real estate papers, They charge
not only for thelr services, but also a per-
centage on the amount of the sales. Hav-
Ing made a deed, they will nat deliver ths
origlnal to the purchaser, hut mnke him pay
for a certified copy. They then hand
the origlnal deed over to the recorder, who
chirges for enterlng it, but who will no:
let any one Inok at the entry, bhut will
charge for telling whether it ja there ann
just what It is. Fees of this kind are com
mon In all auch trassactlons A recenr
transfer of real estate eost the purchaser
over $2,000 for notarial and recorder fees,
Another tranefer, the amount of which was
only $2,000, cost In fees nlone over 3500
The recorders charge proportlonate fees for
all kinds of work, one recently demanding
more thon $3.000 for recording a will. In
fuct, untll Upecle Sam took possession  of
the government it is doubtful  whethe
thore was an offielnl In Porto Rico who wis
not moking mara or less money outside nt
his regular snlary.

The stealings extended to al! branche
and the people were worked In every pos
#ible wny. In some of the towns 1 found
the prllcemen golng about the markets and
laying aesessments of their own or the
mayor's, I suppose, on the amount of vepe
tables and fruit which the peons had
brought In for sale. The Jallers In many
of the towns have been found to have
charged 20 cents aplece for the ratlons thes
bave given the priscpers, whereas It |
known that the ratlons thus ltemized have
cedl ench 16 cents or less. School tenchers
have heen allowed to charge cortaln elagses
of puplls, and they have, as a usual thing
Aublet their lving rooms to the governmen!
for school rooms, maklng, In some cases
I‘~' muth out of thelr rent ag thelr ealaries
The normal s-hool ot San Jusun, which has
chiefly small children, and which Is not @
hermal schonl In our sénse of the word, hus
Reventesn professors, who have been draw-
Ing $45,000 a year from the government, and
the host of government officluls st the cap
Ital have, untl] Intely, been dolng Httle more
than fleece the péople and draw thelr sal
arles.  The department of public works ha
"j"f! copting Porte Rlco n salaries alone
$58.000 {n Porto Rican curreocy, the courts
#nd department of Justice have been recelv-
Ing $160,000, and other things in proportion

1"

vhe priveis up (o the beglnning of the Amer
lean occupation were pald out of the govern
ment treasury, annually receiviag $02.000
from that source, and this notwithstanding
they charged such high fees for marringes
that many peopie wers unable to afford the
ceremaony.,

Must e Americnnized,

I am surprised at the hazy Idens which
many hold as to cur possmslon of Porto
Rieo,  Some do not realize that it {3 now
and for all time a part of the Unlted States.
It {s as mucl a part of the unlon as Massa-
chusgetts or Californin, and the time may
come when i1t will be one of the most im-
portant parts of the ecountry., We  should
conlder the Islind as an outlylng defense
or fortifieation., It will ba one of cur chief
military and naval stations and will  be one
of the bases of operntions In the defonse of
the Gulf of Mextco and of any eanal acros
the lethmus of Panama. We have already
n noval station upon i, and have sel arlde
a large territory on the bay of San Juan for
nonavy yardi As a station of this kind 1t is
Import thnt the [Kland should be eogsen
tally American In all of |ts Intereste, It
poople sheuld he made Americans as far o
heart, head and peeket are concerned, Tlu
hieart and pocket will go somewhat together
hut the head will have to be a matter of
edueation. Before we ean make the Port

Ricans Americnns in our sense of the wotd
we have got to give them our languuge and
ldenz. They must be thvght English,  The

only way to do this will be through the next
generation, amd that by American educintion
At present 90 per cent of the PPorto Rican:
cannot read and write, They are densely
lgnorant, and having been so oppressed by
the Spanlards, they have an antipathy t.
eyvarything Spanish, and from now on  will
naturally lenn townrd everything American.
These 80 per cent form the working clagses
The other 10 per cent are the property own
ors and the government closs. They are
Spanish in feeling and education, and It s
they who wigh te keep the Spani=h lupgunge
i the echools. 1 think this Is a1 mistake
Thoa sSpanish langunge or liternture are the
Koy to the Spanlgh thought and idea, the
very things we want to get rid of. Nothing
hut English should be taught, and English
ahiould be made the langunge of the people
just 08 svon as possible, If Spanish were
kKept out of the schools this would be as
ished In a very few years, The young
I'orta Ricans woula become Americans In
spirit and Ideas; they would feed upon our
Hterature and would probably be the most
Intensely patriotic of our people,

rom

New Scehools Very Important.

One of the brightest men I met In San
Juan wag the Asnerlean consul, Mr., Hanna.
Mo told me that the only hope of Porto
Itleo was In the chlldren and la English
eduention. General Kennedy has the same
oplnfon. He belleves in the organization of
night schocls us well as day schools, and
suys the Island should be divided up Into
small school distriets, and that the English
language should be taught. He found the
enme condition of education existing as that
1 have deseribed in o former letter. He vis-
iteil sehon] houses everywhere, but nowhere
fonund degks por any kind cf school con-
venlenres, T do not think o pr per repre:en
tntlen has been given as to the backward
condition of education In Porto Rico. The
reports of the bureau of education have been
full of large words conveylng the idea that
much more than the reality has been ac-
complished. The Porto Rlcans themselves,
of course, ars anxious to make as good a
showing as possible, They put thelr best
foot forward at all times, and when Secre-
tary Alger was here some time ago they had
the school children of San Juan come out to
meet him, 1 don’t know that the secretary
knew it, but the assembly included In fact
all the gehaol ehildren who could be seraped
together froem nll the achools, both publle
and private, In 8an Juan and also the sur-
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rounding tuwns, A photegraph made of the
review was qulte Impressive.
Cnepethngeers Not Wanted,

I doubt whether Uncle Sam ean do much
with the educated Porwo Rican, especially
those who have been of the ofelal clnss,
The tax collectors and other political leeches
who have been fattening off of the people
for yearg cannot he taught o govern
honestly. The keeping them In office, as
has been done In some cases, I8 only chang-
ing the name of the government and not i1s
character.  In time the people wlll  be
educated up to our ldea of n government, but
until then we should consider that we have
about 800,000 ignorant and oppressed people
to caro for, and that thelr Interests are ahove
the 50,000 or 75,000 property owners who have
been molded along lines contrary tn ours
The children of these people may be educatod
a0 that they will become Americans; It la
doubtful whether the old will ever he so,
At the same ltime the men sent down Lo
take charge of the ofMees should not be of
the earpet-bag clugs., The more important
officinls should be honest Amerlean business
men—not broken-down, out-of-job politicl-
ang, and to them should be given the
charge of all money-producing oflices. 1
know such a policy would not be popular I
IParto Rileo, hut It will undoubtedly tend to
hring order out of the financial chaos which
his prevalled there for years,

Among the most Important things s the
reorgnrization of the courts and of the laws,
The laws should be adapted to thoso of the
United States and the system of Justive
should be the eame. English should be the
ofMicial language of the courts, and a jury
system should be established,

English nas the "orto Rienns Teach I,

I belleve the Porto Ricans are coxloug to
become geod Ameriean elilzens, T thluk
many of the hetter classes are alrendy so
In spirlt, nad If the tariff can be 8o ar-

GENERAL ALGER REVIEWING THE S0OHOOL CHILDREN
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rapged as to give the Island mwercanitle ad
be more patrioct.e sull
flugs everywhere
They are hutg up In many of the
parlore and sitting rooms, and algo o many
The Torto Ritans are trylug
English

vantages they
I snw American
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will earry you along as gently as though
you were on a rocking horse, It will taks
you throuwgh avennes of coconnut palma; |
WL earry you through miles of coffee plan
tations and Into regloms where you will see
a luxurlanee of vegetatlon not visibie out
e the troples,

If you are an amateur photographor you
will find suap shots of all Kinda nt every turn
And on every road, bul you will have to b
areful of vour Hghts, I'he alr in Porto
leo §s full of moelstury It has what 1«
techolently ecalled light  Interference, and
there Is o peculinr hnze which anokes pho
tography  diMenlt Mirlng my (ravels |
met gne of the photographers of the War
department and gol the beneflt of his ox
perien e He told me that he hoad made
thonsands of exposures, and  that It wns
8 me time before he dlscovered the exact
stops amd thmes to get the beat resalt, W

ays that the Heht s so strong that the
plare gpolls the photograph If it s not enre
fully maile It 1s best 10 use a small
dlaphragm and expose slowly The  bhemst

HLOps nre thirty-two and sixty-four, and the
et tme from ono-twenty-fifth to one
fourth of 8 gocond, One must be VEery cire
ful of his plates,  They should be wrapped
In tinfoll and not Jeft long In the plat
hotder Usorg of Nlms should buy treapleal
Hhma dand keep them wrapped o olled silk
I have used films and have hnd good resulty
Portoe Ries Ig o good place for moonlight
photography The moon Is very bright. and
beautiful efMfocts are o be had by night, the
photos showlog the outlines of the Wills and
romlwnve

A Word as to Outfits,

The traveler need not worry much abon
Iils cutnt He cean wear nlmost the san
clothes  that he wears In the summer
home, altheugh It s well to bilng an over
¢ nl, for the nights In the mountains ar
often eolil,. The man who infends 1o ride
much on horseback hind best bring his own
sadidle and briile. The avernge Porto Miean
of the country slte upon hlg pony ns upon u
chudr, with snddle baskets on ench stde and
with hlg legs around the neck of the pony
e uses no stirrups, but, notwithstanding
thia, his method of sitting ls quite ns com
fortnble ng ours.  One necds o good waler
proof, rubber leggings and on umbrella, He
should have n bBlanket for Interlor teips and
Inzeet powder will often help his slumbers
As to food, he ean get anything In San Juan
that he ean get in the Unbted States, and
this I« an also as to wines nnd lquors, He
will never be out of rench of Torto Rlean
rum, which will serve In ense of nn atiack
of eald, and which will cost him ab ut cne
tenth what he would pay for It at home
Gond hread s to he had everywheroe, [t s
mnade by the town hakers and aold al eo
much n loeaf. The meata of the Interlr are
Leugh, the chiekens are gmall, but the opee
nre genernlly gond,

A to the language, It vou dn not under
ginnl 8panlsh 1t ls well to tnke along o
phirnee hook of Spanish and Boglivh, al
theueh this 18 not essentinl, Yoo will meet
Ameriean a°ldlers everywhere nnd y-u can
net And n town where vou will oot he wel
caomed hy the poatal oMeinls  Tn most p'aece
the Amerieans will put themselves at your
Mepoan and gulde vou abh ut the country
shewlng you the sighte

The best way to dn 11 Ia to inke every
thing vou think von may want nn the ship
with wou ta San Junn. There I8 no extrn
hageaee to he pald on the stenmer, and o
couple of portera will earry  your trunks
and baes on thelr heads= from the ship to
the hotel, where yon ean lenve them whil
yer make  tripg throush  the  Interl r
Meyeles eap be uged In many parts of the
conumtry, espectally on the military rond and
fta hranches, The however, b
gomewhnt hot for whesallng, and the hi
cvellsts I have seen have genernlly sesmadd
pretty well tuckered out,

Travel a8 everywhere safe for Amerlenn
men, and T think women eonld travel nlone
without danger en any of the publle ronds
of the Jelond. A= to health, the country 1s
quite as salnhrions ss ooy part of Nerth
Amerfen, the only warnings nrecessary bhe'n
to avold the might alr and overexertion un
dep the teepleal sun, Thoee who wish mnas
make the trip cheaply., In additlon to the
gtenmship fore 10 need not eost them mors
than §0

wenther

per day, while partles by travellne
tagether could make the dvernge roate pmtil

les=.  Altopether, T doubt whether there |
woplnee where the Amerienn ean gel mor
easure, health and profit from a teip tha

in Marta Ri'o
FRANK G CARPENTRER

Green Corn in Europe

Juillan Halph tells of his delight i ol
green corn o Burape, o the g e of muan
vonrs of oxteusive trovel on the eoulibnen
e hald never GO0 B i He ricent)
stopped ot g hotel lo Parls and et g ports
o the hull carrying o boshkel  of  getalng

Aterican green vorn “Chreen corn! h
whouted. **Is It posaible that this 15 whid

gee?'  “Yes monsléur sald Mme, Brunel
the wifé of tha proprltdor o i veritall
the green corn i [ Ameriocn We grow It upon
our furm. So muny of our guests are Amuri
ans and so fond dre they of this peculin
food that we have deen I Lo be Lo our
vilntage 1o meke for them this singular o
duet la our felds In the counir I
taok M, Brunel hiniadd iy Mre. Rulph
“und pressed It I vadsied oy bund as on
loes who bostows & bepediction "Lind Ljess«
svou, enadam,’ sald I, with such evident plet
that she ¢ould not lake offonee. "You are

the most megnificent and the mos wondel
ful woewan In Franos.' "




