¢ Bee.)—l

L5 ]

ba

August 27, 18040,

OMAHA

Uncle Sam’s Valuable

but Little

(Copyrighted, 1500, by Frank G. Carpenter.)

ISABELLA SEGUNDA, Isle of Viegues,
Aug. 8. —(Specinl Correspondence of The
have epent the past week In
gathering Information about some of Uncle
Sam's unknown islands. By our treaty with
Spaln we gecured scores of lslands in addi-
tlon to Porto Rlce. SBome of these are
points of rock built up by coral insects,
forming little more than spots on the face
of the sea. Others are of conslderable value
and, among them, these which I describe in
this letter. 1 am writing now on Vieques,
the island of c¢rabg, which lles thirteen
miles east of Porto Rico and unot very far
from 8t. Thomas, It ls sixty-four miles
from San Juan, and is connected with the
mainland by the little government stoamor,
the Slocum, which comes to it with supplies
for the soldlers and the mall once every
week. Through the kindness of the juarter-
master at San Juan 1 was allowed to pass
on the Blocum during its present voyage,
and by It was landed In Isabella Segunda.

We began to pass Islands which belong to
Uncle Sam as soon as we left San Juan,
We salled by several on our way out of the
harbor, and then turned to the east and
steamed for hours along the north coast of
Porto Rleo, just outslde a reef of low coral
islets upon which the blue waves lashed
themselves, casting up a line of white fonm.

Behind this snowy fringe we could see the
hlue mountains rising In a rolling line aof
beauty which was now and dhen lost in the
clouds, We saw more clouds as we pro-
ceeded. They hung about the Islands, wrap-
ping the mountalns with their nebulous
humidity. This reglon is very molst and
clouds are one of the pecullar features of
all Porto Rican scenery. They are full of
raln which now and then drop2 down in a
neadle-1ike spray and at times falls In
gheeta and sireams. There are clouds every-
where. They hang so close to the moun-
taing as to make you think that you could
‘by climblng the hills turn on the spigots
of the heavens and have shower baths to
order.
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Onr New Leper Infnnd.

We saw Islands .. front of us shortly
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afler we left the caplital, and after steam-
Ing for several hours we passed Cape San
Juap at the northeastern end of Torto
Rico proper and had the Culebra islands
silmest directly I front of us. The Cule-
bra Islands are quite large., Some contaln
hundreds of acres of rolling land rising
like mountalne out of the sea. One of
them g of especlal interest just now, be-
cause it has been chosen as a home for
the leper population of Porto Rico.

There are a number of lepers scallered
lhroughout 1he country, and Uncle Sam
I_% dolng all he ean to gather them togather

and Isolate them. The lepers are vory se-
cretive and it is difficult to find out just
who they are. The poor herd together to
such an extent that the danger of con-
tamination 8 great and so the government
has chosen this island. At presemt there
~are eleven lepers in the hospltal at Sanp

Juan and four more have been reported as
living in different parts of Porto Rlco,

As we passed the Culebra group 1 coulil
see the Island which has been chosen. It s
known as “Louls Pena."” It rises about 400
feet above sea level, contains 400 acres, 18
covered with & dense growth of tropleal

egetation, About one-half of It can be
cultivated, and there are now cattle and
goats upon ft. It will raise all kinds of
vegetables and the tropical fruits pecullar
to Porto Rlco, There are plenty of fish in
the waters about ft. lis woods contain
parrgta and also game birds much like our

N\

"!l‘!'erleun phessants, There are also turtles

and shell fish In the waters about the coast
and it 18 belleved that the leper colonles
will be largely self-supporting, The govern-
ment expects to bulld & hospital on the
Msland, It will glve the lepers houses and
will supply them with seeds and farming
toolg and will stimulate them In every way
ta form a soclety of thelr own,

The government boats will visit the island
at regular intervals with supplies for the
lepers, but otherwise the colony will he

Known Islands

completely lsolated from the rest of Lhe

world.
Down the Knat Connt of Porio Rilcoo,

Salllng by this deland, our lttle steamer
skirted the Island of Palominoes, steaming
southward toward Viegues. Afar off in
front of the ship we could see Viegues, u
hazy blue line of low mountalns floating, as
It were, upon the sea apparently about
twenty or thirty miles away. We did not
go direct, but first entered the harbor of
the town of Fajardo, on the nortbeastern
coast of Porto Rico, and then made our way
south to the harbor of Humaecan., We were
&0 cloge to the malnland that we could see
the sugar plantations which line the shores,
They were great squares of light green shin-
Ing out of the brown flelds about them.
Back of the green rese the navy blue moun-
tnins of the Porto Rican backhone, with the
peak El Yunque, the highest mountain of
the island, towering above them. At the
port for Humacao we came to anchor in a
bay surrounded by cocoanut trees, Here
we landed a hogshead of lce for some of
our army officials, who are statlioned about
alx miles back from the coast, and then
turned and ° steamed eastward  toward
Vieques.

It twok us 1lttle more than an hour to
come from Porto Rico Into the harhor of
Isabella Segundan. This 18 on the north
coast of the island, about midway between
Its two ends. Vieques conslsts of a moun-
tain ridge about twenty-one miles long and
six miles wide. It is beautifully green and
the low mountains rise and fall, forming a
rolling country, In which are some of the
mogt fertlle lands of our West Indlan pos-
sossions. The goll ds such that it will grow
all kinds of vegetables and fruits, The
Island has a number of large sugar planta-
tiems and It ralses the best cattle of the
West Indiea.

The chlef harbor is that of Isabella Se-
gunda, although there 45 a port on the south
which glves a better landing place. The
harbor here Is surrounded by hills and it is
unsafe at the time of the northerly winds,
As It was, our litlle sleamer had to anchor
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far out from shore and I climbed down a
rope ladder into a boat, which carried me
to the wharf, It was a ride of perhaps two
mdles and the landing at the little pler which
rung out into the ocean was by no means
ensy.

Isabella Segunda nestles among the hills
right on the beach. At one side of it there
is a lilac-colored lighthouse and on the
EIN back of the town ig & moss-grown fort,
bullt by the Spanfards, which is now a bar-
racks for our soldiers. The town has about
1,000 population. It Is made up of square
one-story coottages with galvanlzed lron
roofs. The houses are bullt along wide un-
paved streets, which cross one another at
right, angles. The streets are shaded beau-
tifully by great trees, Many of the homes
have pretty gardens about them. There are
benches on the sides of the front doors
and altogether everything looks thrifty and
clean. In the center of the town there Is o
plaza, with a publiec cistern for the poor.

The people of Vieques number, all told,
about 6,000, ‘They are not like the Porto
Rlcans. The Island during the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries belonged 1o the
English and French, and, although for the
last 100 years It has been under Spanish
rule, it still has English and French among
its people. It has many negroes, who speak
English, most of whom have come from
the island of 8. Thomas to labor on the
plantations. The richest of the planters
are French, and the French language Is
largely used throughout the Island.

Vieques has several large horse ranches.
The animals are allowed to run out all the
vear round. ‘The grass s good and no graln
18 required. Tt Is the same with the Vieques
cattle, which are ralsed for export ta Porio
Rico and Cuba. Those which T have seen
are much larger than the ordipary run of
taltle In the Unlted States, Many of the
2-year-old steers will welgh 1,100 or 1,200
pounds. The prices of cattle are lower
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NEAR LARAMIE ON THE UNION

Wyoming as a Vacation
Resort for Tourists

There Is no better district in the Hocky
Mountains for a holiday or camping tour
than Wyoming. The stillness of the moun-
taing soothes and quiets those who have be-
come mentally exhausted from prolonged
strain and anxious cares or absobing occupa-
tlong., Tts summer I8 cool and in the higher
parks the nights are cold. Autumn Is an
unbroken stretch of cool and sunshiny days.
Game and flsh are abundant. The Unlon
Pacific Rallroad carries one to within a short
ride, by horse or wagon, through yet unbro-
ken wilderness, T™Mrom June to October is
the season for roughing i1, With restoration
to health, Wyoming does not say, "“"Now re-
turn to your home,"" but rather welcomes the
restored invalid and holds out to him many
Inducements do remain, The varled re-
sources of the state are only begzinning to
be appreciated, Agriculture, stock-raising
and mining offer n wide field for investment
end developement. Besides all these things,
he does not expatriate himself, but is at
home in his own land, surrounded by his
own countrymen, observing Lthe same laws
and practicing the manners and customs of
the community In which he was reared,

Land of Sunshine,

There 18 no reglon of equal area Lhat is
presegged of more abounding and diversified
richness of resurce and possibility. 1t Is
almost as  limitless in undevaloped
opportunities as it was when Bonneville first
broke his way Into Jacksgon Hole—now the
wonderland of the United States. Much
more in praise of the richness of thils young
commonwealth could be glven without vain
repetition or exaggeration. The climate of
this region of mountalng, plains, parks and
valleys, of this land of sunshine, azure sky
and bracing and tonle alr, calls for a more
wide-spread apprecintion than now prevalls,
From what has been said of the physical
features of Wyoming, variety of climate
would be expected. On the mountajn peaks,
13,000 feet nbove sen level, perpetun] snow
abounds. In the lower valleys apples,
grapes and smaller fruits are grown. Three
things are common to all of Wyoming-—dry
alr, sunshine and blue sky. All over the
state—except al high altitudes—one may,
even in midwinter, sit In comfort the
sunshine in any sheltered corner,

It §5 the glory of perpelual sunshine which
has perhaps more to de with the exilarat-
ing effect of Wyoming climate, on bath
slck and well, than anything else. 1t is the
sparkling, dry air which makes life happler

and more satisfactory than it could ha
under the ¢louded skles of the east and
south. Diminished barometric pressure,

small rain-fall, low atmospherlc humidity,
intense sunshine on account of the dry and
thin alr, and absence of cloydiness, make
this the ideal abode of lhose suffering from
pulmonary troubles,

ClHmntic Conditions,

The heat & never intense, In the holtest
summer weather it fs but a step from the
heat of the sunshine Into the shade, which
I8 always cool. Sunstroke |s unknaown, The
alr In winter 18 clear and sharp, but easily
borne and even pleasant, In the shade
there is the tingle of northern cold, and
heavy clothing I8 none (oo warm, Its tonle
effect upon nutrition g from Hs coolness the
more marked, It {s the brilllapt and con-
tinuous sunshine which Is much pralsed by
mountain residents, and which Is misunder-
stood to refer to air, The invalld who goes
to Wyoming for a winter 18 not golng to &
elimale of bakmy warmth, but rather, and
better, o one where the bLracing cold |s
flooded for more than three-fourths of the
day with bright sunshine. The sun In this
reglon s almost & constant equation, reach-
Ing about 82 per cent of the total days of
the year. The chief advantage In the eastern
belt of Wyoming f& the early morning sun.
There are no high walla for (he sun to climb,
therefore the sun Is up and spreading his
genial rays before the Invalld 18 awake,
warming the almosphere for hls out-door ex-
ercise, without the long wait untll midday

which Is required in other high altituiles.
Here we have the good, exhilarating effects
of nine hours of sunshine, Amd s Dr,
M. €. Barkwell, member of the State Board
of Medical Examiners says:

“In describing a climate wnich presenis
s0 many anomalles, the dryness of ang Inlan!
desert, the cool, braclng alr of the far north,
an atmosphere so clear that mountains 130
miles distant can be seen distinetly without
the ald of a glase, the sun of the troples,
n sky that surpasses that of Italy in love-
liness, and scenery which excels that of
Swilzerland, one may justly stand in dread
of being charged with Indulging in language
of the Imagination, yet It ls all true. From
September till the latter part of April Uttle
or no rain falls; there are no fogs, no miss.”

Minernl Springws,

Wyoming is pre-eminent for her mineral
springs.  If we take Into our estimate the
Yellowstone Park, this alone surpasses the
rest of the world in the number and mag-
nificence of Its waters, The mineral springs
include hot, cold, sulphur, iron and the
alkaline earths, and genuine mud springs.

Fish Cualture.

While most of the sireams and lakes of
Wyoming had a natural supply of trout apd
nther fond fishes, there were others entirely
devoid of fish of any description, and the
success attending the stocking of streams
containing native fsh as well as the barren
walers of the state hns been very gratifying,
Under the fostering care of the Fegislature,
the fish hatchery at Laramie has been en-
abled to accompligh dhe most satisfactors
results. The state Is undeir obligation 1o
the United States fish commissioner for fre-
quent donations of valuable varieties of figh.
Over a half million fisk have been annually
distributed in the streams of Wyoming for
4 number of years und many streams tlint
were barren have been stocked and found
well ndapted to the raising of trout and « ther
gupogior Nsh.

Among the streams alveady slocked j& the
Big Laramle, which runs through Albany
county and empties into the Platie npear
old Farl Laramie, There are sevenly-five
miles of splendid trout fishing on  this
strenm, from Laramie City southwest. Thoe
Little Laramie, fifteen mlleg from Laramie
City, Horse creek, Pale creek and the Chug-
witter, nll within easy distance, are floe
distriets for flshermen, Twelve miles south
from Laramie are lakes Hulton and Creigh-
ton, which are now open for hlack and rock
hass fishing, German carp and lake trout.
The fish commissioner has placed thres
bonts here for public use. Lake Haltle,
twenly-five miles west from Laramle, con-
laing a gumey varlely of lake trout, welgh-
Ing from four to six pounds. The fishing
grows finer every year, it being 1he
alm of the fish commissioner 0 keep
the streams and lakes thoroughly stocked.
The searon fu Wyoming whereln it 1s lawful
to fish with hook and line 14 from June 1
to Oetober 106,

The Unlon Pacific rallroad traverses Wyo-
ming Its entire lepgth, from east Lo west,
and those contemplating a trip to this state
should not fall to ask ticket agenis aboul
the magnificent traln service offered by the
Unlon Paclfic, There are Pullman palace
wleepers, buffet smoking and lbrary cars,
dinlpg cars, with meals served a la carle,
and Pullman tourjet slecpers, ete,, ete,

For time tables, or any Information, apply
to your loeal sgent, who can sell you a
tleket via the Union Pacifie, the great Over-
land route,

Skillful Swindling

The lalest scheme of Imposition Invented
by the ingenlous Frenchman Is that of
artificial eggs; und high prices are paid
for them, They manufacture penguln cggs
that cannot  he distingulshed from the
genuing out of uothing but plaster of paris,
One thalt came from these forgers had
been ordered by a woman who wilshed to
present it to her betrothed for hls collec-
fuctured, and with such skill that it requires
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an expert to prove thelr falsily. The egea
of the common goat-snapper, which are
very cheap, are chemleally colored a bril-
Humt blulsh-green and sold at high prices,
as are egegs of the rare chatterer, Common
duck eggs are melamorphosed Into  faleon
oges by dyelng them n sllvery green. Out
of plzeon and ﬂllg—:lu\’l' CERS rare eggs are
also manufactured,  Espeelally high prices
nre pald for nightingale eggs, which are s

hard to get; these are nothing  but lark
cges dyved dark brown, The originator of
this kind of forgery was formony an  as-
sistant Im a natural  history museum In
'rovence, where he learned all about the
rarest eges and thelr pecullarities, The in-

dustry pavs very handsomely, and ns mosl
of the eggs are not bought for hatching,
but merely 40 complete  collections, the
danger of detection ds reduced to A mini-

‘mum.

Story of Veretschagin

Thae famous palnter of  baltle  scencs,
Veretschagin, tells a story of when he was
In Parls some years ago and what happened
to him and Skobeleff. Genernl Skoboeleir,
who wanted to pass a few dave In the
French eapital with his Adjutant Ushakow
and the artlsts of that elty, went with them
to the “Hotel des Invalides” to ses the
tomh of Napoleon I. A worthy old warrior,
o pengloner of the house, acted as guide to
the Russinn party, They stood before the
menument; Skobeleff looked at It long in
sllence and then turned to the old soldier,

asking: “Did you know him, my son?'' *|
wis with him at Moscow,” answered the
veteran,  Skobeleff put hls hand into his

preket and gave the old man a piece, say -

I “Here, my man, 18 & memento of the
Russian  general, Skobeleff!™ I was
Jena, at Marengo,” began the veleran. “‘Al

Austerlitz 1 saw
looked atl

the Pyramlids.”  Skobeloff
tke old man In astonlshment and
reached in his pocket for another plece of
gold—but  here  Veretschagin Interrupted.
“You are a fine fellow, old man! You were
with Napoleon In Egypt—that was in 1799,
ind now It is 1581, w0 you are 102 years old
il you were 20 at that time. You have cer-
tainly taken good care of yourself, for you
don't look over 60."  Skobeleff turned as roed
o peony and walked away without o word.

Time from the Station

Chicago Post:
was disgusted.

“"You told me,”" he gald to the real estate
dealer, *‘that this house was only five
minutes’ wiulk from the gtatlon.”

“On the contrary,” replied the real esiate
man, “'I was careful to say nothing about
‘'walk' in elther my advertisements or my
conversation, I sald U was only flve
minutes from the gtation, but I meant with
n blevele,™

He showed plainly that he
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H. L. Burket for Coroner

Howard L. Burket
I8 & member of the
firm of Burket & Do
der, undertakers, 28rd
and  Cuming  street,
He hins been o resi
dent of Omaha and
the Elghth ward for
about elght yeuars and

has always been an
actlve worker In the
republican party. He

Howurd L, Burket,
for Coroner,

has been a delegate to
nearly every county
or clty convention during his resldence in
the city and he s now a member of the
Republican City Central Commitice. Huo
bas given much time to further the success
of the republican party, but hag never held
an ofice In the counly. He g sometimes
confuged with his brother, Henry K. Burke!,
who was a county official aboul two yesrs
ngo. Mr, Howard L. Burket 18 a candidate
for coremer, subject to the actlon of the
Republican Conventlon, and Invites all his
friends to call on him at {he above address




