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Just Eighty Years Ago the Steamer Weatern
Engineer Tonched at Omaha.

——

PLANS TO CELEBRATE THE ANNIVERSARY

—_——

Bome Detalls of the Historie Bvent an
Narrnted by the Government Of-
ficials Whe Accompanied
the Expedition,

The somewhat unusunl spectacie of a
steambont plylng up and down the Missolr!
from Omaha to Florence recalls the fact
that It 1s now almost exuctly olghty years
Bince the Nrst steamer pushed s nose
agalnst the current and passed the almost
unbroken wilderness of bluff and forest that
then occupled what 8 now the site of
Omaha, In fact the centennlal anniversary
of the event is cloxe at hand and the pas-
sengers who take the trip up the river on
the afternoon med evenlng of Seplember 17,
1018, will inadvertently bLe assisting In s
celebration. On  that date [n 1819 the
etoamer Western Englneer struggled north-
ward ageinsi the swift eurrent that now
hurries past the woestern metropolls. It has
boen suggestod that an old-timers’ excursion
should be organlzed on that day, that the
city and county officlals ahould particlpate
in a Dbody and that some appropriste ex-
ercisos should be provided for to emphasize
one of the most interesting events in the
early history of the wost.

A detalled narrative of the trip of the
Western Engineer Is contalned In an old
publication that 18 now a part of the Byron
Reed collection in the publle library and
which was published In London In 18523, 1t
is In three amall volumes and is entitled
“An Acoount of an HExpedition from Pitts-
burg to the Rocky Mountalns Performed In

the Years 1819 and 1820, by Order of J, C. |

Calhoun, Secretary of War, Under the Com-
mand of Major 8 H. Long of the United
States Topographical Bngincera.’*

The book was written by Hdwin Jones,
who accompanied the expedition as botanist
and goologist, from the noles prepared by
Major Long ind other members of the party,
It has been quoted to some extent In the
historles of Omaha that have been com-
plled In more recent years, and a perusal
of the work glves the reader a reallstie
impreesion of the change that ¢ighty years
hns compassed In the territory that has
since become Nehraskn,

In eonnectlon with the approaching annl-
versary a brie! reproduction of Mr. Jonea'
parrative becomes of Interest, There s
Hitle In the history that suggests the Omaha
of today. Nelther geographical names nor
the narrator'a descriptions of the scenie
and natural conditions would be recognized
were [t not for the references to the trading
post at Bellevue and to the Councll Bluffs,
a8 the mpssive plateaus on the lowa side
were oven then known, Even the river
fs not the =ame ag the one on which Major
Long and his party traveled. It has swept
into new channels and destroyed muany of
the old landmarks. But the vivid picture
of the savage life that inhablted the rugged
bluffs becomes more interesting ns the years
leave It behingd.

Start of the Expedition.

The exploring party left Plttsburg early
in May on a craft that river men of the
present generation would hardly consider
capable of the projected trip through the
“Mississippl, the Missourl and their naviga-
ble tributaries.'” Fulton’'s Clermont, Lhe
first successful steamboat, was Invented only
twelve years before, and the Western Engl-
neer was a decidedly crude smd unwleldy
Invention as compared with the river cralt
of the present. Its boilers were fired with
wood, and when the Missourl was reachod
one of the greatest troubles of the navigator
wna to find sufficient fuel to keep the fives
burning. There was no scarcity of timber,
but the forests were so deep and heavily
shaded that even the fallen trees were
heavily soaked with molsture, -The party
was compelled to depend solely on ash and
oottonwood stumps that were dead, but still
remained standing, and the hoat was ftre-
quently tled up for wome time whila the
crew  skirmished through the woods in
gearch of such materinl,

The trip down the Ohlo and thence to the
wilers of the Mlissourl was comparatively
uneventful, as the real work of the expedi-
tlon was not begun until it reached a ter-
ritory that was then comparatively unknown,
Franklin, previously the extreme hoead of
navigation on the Missourl, was reached
July 18, This was In what i now Howard
county, almost exactly in the center of Mis-
sourl, and while the original townslte was
eubsequentfy swallowed up in one of thoso
changes of base for which the Migsourl river
woa famous, the spot s approximately
located by the present town of Franklin
Junction, At the time of Major Long's
arrival Franklin consisted of thirteen log
houses, n few frame dwellings, two brick
buildings, thirteen stores, four taverus, two
blacksmith shops and a court house. REven
then, however, it supported the Juxury of a
weekly paper and a two-story log bullding
served ae a place of detentlon for horse
thieves nnd other unsavory characters,

Franklin was noted at that time as the
point that was renched a few weeks before
by the steamer Independence, of Loulsville,
tho first steamer that ever nscended the Mis-
sourl. Major J. D, Wilcox, father of Wil-
Ham P. Wileox, later of Omaha, was one
of the passengers on the Independence and
he was one of the guests at an elaborate
banquet that was tendered to the captaln
and pasgengers by the oftlzens of Franklin
in honor of the event. The news of Major
Long's expedition had already reached the
plonters and their interest in it arrival wos
indicated In one of the toasts that were
offered at the banguet, *The policy resulting
in the expedition to the Yellowstone."

Major Long and his party were also re-
celyed with exuberant hoepltality by the
Frankln people und it ls significant that, in
his reforence to their visit, Mr. Jones de-
clares that, in his opinton; it is only & fques-
tlon of time when the town will be swopt
away by the river. Afier a short stuy at
Franklin the expodition passed on up the
Missourl, und on Séptember 15 It arrived
opposite the mouth of the Platte,

Sanme Old Plate.
* That the characteristics of this river have
ot materially changed s {ndleated by Mr.
Jones' deseription, He savs: “Its mouth
now exhibited a great oxtent of naked sund-
bare. The witer, which was transparent and
of u greenlsh color, flowed wlmost unseen
Shrough u number of small chaonels
Masscs of sand accumulate al the mouth of
the Platte, rendering the navigation of the
Missourl at that pelnt extremely difficult.
The Fintte, during Its flood, poura into the
Missourl u volume of water considerably
excecding In magoitude that of the Isiter
Fiver, oconsloning a reflux of the water for
many miles. From the Platte upward the
aunual ronge from high to low water in the
‘I"lt;igurl mey bLe rated at sbout  elghteen

was then known ae Fort Lisa, s trading
alatlon operated by the Missourl Fur com-
pany, which was located Just
Ppresent sdte of Omaha.
begau to oust about for a suitable location
for & camp lo which w spend the winter,
and this was found two deys later ot &
Bolat about balt & mile above Fort Lies, or

)

Two days later the stoamer reached what |

above Lhe |
Here the explorers |

pumping station at Floronoe, In his de-
scription of the camping grotunds Mr, Jones
Aliegea that cliffs of “‘sparry limestone'* rose
In the rear of the aite to an elevation of
nearly 300 feet. At the present time a
highway winds along the foot of the eliff
over the exnct spot where the party spent
the winter, anid any ene who has passed tha
fpot can easily understand why the ex-
plorers took advantage of the protection
that the towering blufr provided agalngt the
winter winda

It would seem that the long winter spent
In this Isolated place must have been a
tedious ordenl to the wanderers, but the
Journal kept by their ofMoers indicates that
they found much that was novel and Inter-
| esting In the savage lite around them. One
of the things that particularly Interested
them was the wonderful Intelligence dis-
played by the prairle wolves, with which
the banks of the river nbolinded. At firat
the wolves evaded every artifice that thelr
Ingenuity could sugeest, After spending sev.
eral weeka In a futlle attempt to construc
0 triep that would fool a wolf they gave the
lob up In despair and turned to other oo
| cupations,  Mr, Jones nleo spedks of latrons,
A Epecles of jackal, which were very nu-
merous In this seotion. Droves of olk wers
’ frequently seen, and swans, geose and ducks
| came driving down the river before the cold
:wlnds In Immense flocks that must have
| numbered millions,

Width nnd Velocity of the River.

]
|
‘ Measurements mnde by the englneer of the
party soan after the camp was located indi-
| cated that the Missouri was at that time 100
| yards wide at a point just wbove the camp
fand 2771 yards wide a few hundred foet
further down. The velocity of the eurrent
was  tested by flonting an empty
porter  bottle, that WS partially
filled  with  water glve It spe-
cifie  gravity, and It ride down
| the current to the length of a etring that
I wis 100 yards long. By this unlque method
it was determined that the veloelly was one
| mile, 441 yards and one and one-half fest
per hour. Later more eluborate experiments
wers made, and it was discovered that the
current wns much swifter a few feet below
the surface. A polo ten feot long was
welghted and floated in the same manner ns
the porter bottle, and this indlcated that, at
a point ten feet below the surface, the
current flowed with a veloclty of one mile,
598 yards and one foot per hour.

to
letting

winter was the reception of the wvarlous
bands of Indians that came to pay thelr
respects to their white visitors. Represen-
tatives of nearly all the tribea In this lo-
cality visited the encampment during the
#geabon, and Mr. Jones has detalled very
minutely the Ilmpressions thai he and his
comrades recelved.

The first deputation that cafled at the
cantonment was a party of about 100 Oloes
and a number of lowas, who came early ln
October to dance “before their tents,"” which
was thelr way of expressing estesm. After
thls was accomplished the Indians went
through the cersmony of “striking the post'
in order to lmpress the visitors with the
fnet that they were aleo deserving of honor,
and the journal of Major Long econtains a
very exhaustive description of this dance.
According to the aboriginal idea the act of
striking the post with a stick was equivalent
to tnking an oath that he would not vary a
hair's breadth from the unvarnished truth In
boasting of his exploits. After this preface
the brave would recite his deeds of valor, tell
of the horses he had stolen, and the number
of dead bodies of his enemies he had struck,
and then give way to one of the other hucks
who would nlso recount his valorous explolts,
It Is related that when one oM warrlor was
in the mldst of his harangue one of the
younger braves put his hand over his mouth
and led him away as a suggestion that if he
told of all the brave acts he had done no one
elee would get a chance to epeak, This was
esteemed the highest compliment that could
be paid to a warrior and the soufling process
wis not conferred on any but one or two of
the most noted chiets,

Two weeks later a deputation of 400
Omuhaes presented itself and this visit wue
also made the oocoasion of cloborate cere-
monlals, Long specches were maide by Blg
Elk and Blg Eyes, and these have been pre-
sorved almost verbatim by the historian of
the party. The speeches abounded in the
fizurative language of the savage and
wound up with the statement thac they were
satigfied that thelr white visitors did not
intend to polson them or steal thelr women
and Lthat they would be frieuds.

Slounx Were Big Chiefs,

About the middle of November a bhig party
of Sioux came down the river and elopped
to call at the cantonment. Mr, Jones
clares that the Sioux were by far the
finest looking Indians that they saw durlog
thelr trip.  They manifested a lively ourl-
ogity In regard to the steamboat, but for a
long time they could not be Induced to go
on board, They were afrald that it was some
“groat medicine'” that would annihilntle

they wero convineed that no harm was ine
tended and spent some time cxamining the
eraft and Its machinery. They were espec-
lally fnterested in the alr guns and howitz~
ers and a powerful magnet that happened to
be discovered among the supplics was a
gource of the most extravagunt sstonishment
fo the aboriginal visitors.

Durlng the winter the Omahas were fre-
quent visltors at the camp, where they ex-
changed lerked meat for tobacco and re-
malned on the best of terms with the white
men. They were profuse in their professions
of triendship, but took occaslon to warn the
explorars that they were the only tribe that
could be depended on. The others would
profess amity, but would rob and murder the
white men |f they got a chance.

Majur Loug had gone oast during the
winter and the party walted for him to re-
turn by = lomg overland journey before It
broke camp and started to continue its ox-
Ploratlons. He arrived at the cantonment
May 28 and a few days later the party started
up the Plutte by land, while the Waestern
Engineer was sont down to the Mississippl.

In the story of the long tramp up the
Platte much wonder ls expressed at tha
peculiar  undulating tendency  of  the
pralries over which they passod. The ex-
treme fertility of the soll is observed and
the historian Indulges ln an enthusiastic
prediction that some time in the future
these rolilng pralries will support a pros-
perous community.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEET

Beeclve Girading Bilde, Set Justice
Kinkend's Henving and Transact
Vurlous Routine Business,

The complaint of BEd Moresarty In regard
to alleged unprofessiopnl conduct of Justlice
of the Peace Kiokead wes taken up by the

Hoard of County Commissloners at its reg-
ular meotiug and the bearing was sot at

1 o'clock September 16.

Hids were recelved for 25,000 yards of
grading on L strest from South Omaha to
a polot one and one-half miles west of the
city limits, an follows: Thomas Ryan, 11%
"cents per yard; J. A. Boverly nompany, 17l
cents, and John Jackman, 10 2-5 cents. The
bids were reforred 10 the commitiee oy
roads.

The hoard aceepted the Invitation of the
Central Labor union to march lu a body in
the Labor day parado and passed the il
Erist of bills and claime,

One of the most interesting features of the |

de- |

them, but afier a good deal of persuasion

—

"Btesmboat” Worm Makes Its Own Oraft
and Navigates Hannoom Park Lake,

SKIP DUNDY AND THE MOON CONCESSION

—

Novel Horselean Carringe—<Why the
Conntryman Dodged=Fuasion Con-
vention Anecdote=Mean Men
and Women—Beggnr's Triok,

News that the army bugs were ravaging
the parks and destroying the lawns In Chi-
cago led to a rumor that the pests had ap-
beared Iin Omaha. An inquiry among the
parks and lawns of the clty, however, falls
to find any of the army bugs at work here.
| The common caterpillars, however, are cius-

Ing much annoyance in the north part of

the ¢ity, where they Infest the shade trees.
| The people get rid of them either by scorch-

ing or by the liberal application of hot water, |
| From South Omaha the report comes that

the army bugs have made thelr Rppearance
there and that they are dolng great damage
to the postofilce lawn.

At Hanscom purk the men who take care
‘of the treses and Inwne gald they had heard
nothing of the army bugs, but they had dis-
fovered a new worm, which was playing
(havoe with the water lilles. This new pest
in a brindle-colored worm about half an
inch in length. Thousands of them appear
on the leaves of the water plants and cut
them to pleces.
worm I8 4o cut out a plece of a leaf about
the slze of a nickel, which floats away on
the water with the worm on the upper side.
This system of cutting the leaves of the
water plants into minlature canoes la caus-
Ing much annoyance and work for the keep-
ers of the park and a strong effort |s being

' made to destroy the worms. Workmen who '
have been at the park for several years aa:r'h

| that this {8 the first they have ever seen
| of this variety of worm and they are unable
to find In the books any deseription or name
,that will Ait it.  In the absence of a sclentific
name they have dubbed it the '"steamboat
worm."'

It was an ideal summer night, There was
not a cloud In sight. The blue wvault of
heaven waa illuminated by the bright, sll-
vory moon and the brilliant, golden stars,

with the display of the 64,000 electric lights

viewed with much admiration by a rather
| bilarious and happy-go-lucky quartet of
young men. “Say, fellows, I wonder if that
moon up there le a part of the exposition?”
mald one of them. “If it is,' replled an-
other, "you can bet that Scip Dundy bas
|gﬂt it on his list of concessions. He has
| got about everything in sight. He wouldn't
|overlouk the moon If he could get hold of it,”

Two girls, wending thelr way along a
winding road, homeward-bound from a
Syndicate park plenlo, were startled by some

| one yvelling: '‘Get out of the way! Here
comea p horseless carrlage!" The girls
Jumped to one side, and turning round they
saw, leisurely approaching, a mule team
haullng a lumber wagon. The driver, enjoy-

ride with him. They declined the invita-
tion, one of them remarking: “That's a
horse on us,'"

The street car was coming In from the
exposition and nearing Dodge street. A man
with straw-colored whiskers was sitting near

eves and mouth wide open, taking In the
siights, He was evidently from the couniry,
for he had a carpet hag with him and there
were other unmistakable indicationg that he
did not reside in town., As the car rattled
over the Dodge street tracks the conductor
called out In stentorian tones, "Dodge,’ and
the man with the straw-colored whiskers
dodged as though hs were about to bhe hit
with a Cuban machete. There was a sup-
pressed titter from the passengers who saw
the Ineldent.

In the flood of convention ancedotes and
storles oocasioned by the late siate con-
ventions one from the populist county
convention should not be lost elght of. In
one of the worst mix-ups achleved by that

loud tone of volca demanded recognition on
a point of order. He was told by the chair
Lo siate his point and sald:

“The gentleman is talking slander about
another gentleman,”

"That makes no difference,” replied the
chalr, “‘Slander {s always In order in a
populist convention."

A curlous character was recently taken
Into custody by the police. His npme s
Francls Clark and he moves in an orbit
centerlng st Chicago. Clark describes him-
| #elf as a *'bird of passage.” 1n the summer

he migrates to the north, and in the winter
| he returns to the south. Clark admits he is
an Impostor and glories In his profession,

When the police picked him up he was
loitering about the street corners hegging.
‘He has & trick of contracting the muscles
of his arm in such a manner that his hands
appear to be drawn hopelessly out of shapo.
Ho presents a pitiful appearance and the
charitable Inclinations of citlzens were
| manifest by the collection of small change
I in the beggar's pockets.

When placed under arrest Clark would not
admit he was "faking.” He complalined that
the officers hurt him when examining his
misehapen hands.  After he bad gone to

]o!m.-p the jailer visited his ceM and found

his hands were just like those of an
| ordinary pemeon.  Clark oconfessed and
showed the policeman how he worked the
deception, The trick, he explalned, required
years of practlee, but it I8 worth all the
labor executed for the reason that it enables
him to live without working, Clark claims
yhe |5 the only man who possesses this
| pecullar accomplishment.

| Two men met in the office of a down-
town hotel the other day and after exchang-
g n few curious glances approached one
another and shook hands,

"Beems to me your face Is familiar,” sald
the yvounger,

“Yes, | think 1 know you, too,"” repliad
the other. Then they discovered that they
were from the same section of the country
#nd that each knew a lot of the other's
wogualntances, After they had chatted a
fuw moments the younger man sald:

“Let's see, seems to me you married my
sister, didn't you ™"

The bystanders suddenly became inter-
ested. There secmed o be & case of dls-
covering o long lost relative going on be-
1 fore them, especlally as the second man
|anewered In the affirmative.

Bul as the cooversatlon progreesed it
becume apparent that the man who had
marriod the sister was either a justioe of
the peace or a priest and had simply offi-
ninted st the ceremony,

! There are men and women In this town
moan enough to cheat an office boy or a girl
who wanhes dishes 1o the kitvhen out of half
a dollar whenever it can be done. They
look upon the transaction as a pralseworthy
economical step nnd the fact that they do
6ot have the shadow of an excuse for avold-

A favorite pastime of the

The heavenly Illumination, vieing in beauty |

of the Greater Ameriea Expositlon, was being |

ing the Juke on the giris, invited Lthem tg |

the rear end of the car, gazing about with |

body one of the delegates arose and in a

A good-sized boy came inte one of the
Justice's courts last week and Brought suit
against his employer for haly a dollar. The
man had employed him at 76 cents a day
aod after he had worked several davs dls-
charged him. He told the boy thut he had
not done his work properly, and refused to
pay him all he owed him, though as a mat-
ter of fact the boy had been doing a man's
work. The onsge has not boen seitled yet,
but the boy proposes to Ahow the man how
not o save money.

A clearer ense came up In another court
a few daye later. A woman had hired a
small girl to work for a dollur a wenk, At
' the end of the first week she discharged the

girl and refused to pay hér anything., She

Unusually Strong Faculty Has Been Seoured
for the Ensuing Year,

SKETCHES OF SOME OF THE MEMBERS

Among the Number Are Severnl Men
Eminent In Thelr Specinlties—
Prospects for Next College
Yeur Ave Very NDrelght,

No person who has not visited Creighton

Eave no excuse, but simply told the glirl to
| “"ret out.” The girl and her mother went
| to & lawyer, who drew up a bill of particu-
|larm and filed It In court. The defendant,

when summoned, came In and pald the girl
& dollar, but that would not eallsty the
| court, who asseesod $2.35 costs ngainst her,

At last mccounts the employer of frugal
| habits was out trylng to sorape up the
amount of the costs, It happens once in a
while that Justice doffs her leaden sandals
yand gets Into A palr of triek shoes with
oleats on them. i

BATCH OF SHORT STORIES.

The New York Tribune says the late Seth
"L, Milliken of Maine was fond of telling the
following story: At a time When prohibition
was particularly strict in Malne a large party
of ministers made an exc to Cranberry
Island, pear Bar Harbor. AS the mombers
of the party possessed conslderable political
influence, both Mr, Milllken and Senator
Hale accompanied them. In the course of
the trip one of the ministera came to Mr, |
Milliken, saying: ' |

“I have been told that some member of
this party has yielded to the temptation of
the serpent, and has a bottle of whisky with
him. Do you know anything of this?" |

Mr. Millken denied all kn
inlquity, and referred the cl to Senator
Hale., The senator listened lently to the
clergyman’s tale, and then, lodking up with
a twinkle In his eye, quietly anked: A

“You didn't happen to hear whether it was
good or not, did you?"

“One of the strangest incldents that 1 ever
witnessed,” remarked Colonel Lyle of Ken-'
tucky, “occurred in Camden, 8. C." |

“How was that, colonel?” Interposed the |
erowd. |

"It wns thls way," continued the colonel.
""Several years ago, while 1 was In that city
a gentleman arrived at the hotel there early
| one morning, and while making some re-

quests of the Mmndlord, who renled the hotel, |
recelved a very short reply. Thereupon he
inquired as to who owned the hotel. After
recelving the Information he went out and
succeeded in finding the owner, and actually
pald $10,000 for the building, and In less than
three hours returned to the hotel with the
koye and & deed to the property and locked
lup the hotel, with the remark that ‘if thei
hotel could not be run decent he'd just cluse

ft up.' " ‘

Hon. Willilam Wortham, long stute trens-
urer of Texas, was in n New York jewelry
®lors one day when he notieed a showocase
filled with splendid jeweled revolvers, with
ellver and gold gripe and chased barrels,
having precious stones set inio ihe butis, |
‘Lemme See one of those guns,” he sald to
the clerk, “Which one, sir?" *The gold one
with the big ruby In the handle.'" The clerk |
| took ft from the case. It wns marked $300
| and it looked even worth more, The Texan
took It tenderly In both hands and held [t |
admiringly up to the light. Then drawing
himeelf up to his full height, which was
|®ix feet and a half, he rested the revolver,
[ barrel on his left elbow, cocked for the'
| purpose, and looked over the sights down
the long store. ‘Those persons who eaw
him iInvoluntarily dodged. *“Baw” said
' Mr. Wortham, with quiat but Intense en-
thuslasm, as he returned the weapon. “'If
I were to wear that gun Jdown in my state
the peopls would be falling down on thelr |
kuees begging to be killed with it,"

John Young Brown, candidate of the bolt-
Ing demoerats for governor of Kentucky,
wae governor of the Blue Grass State a few
years ago, and the way It came about is
Iithus related; Mr. Young and some friends
kad been discussing the political outlook
In Kentucky at Mr. Brown's house In Louls-
ville one night just on the eve of the demo-
cratlc state conventlon severnl years ngo.
When the party broke up Mr. Brown's
diughter, than about 18 years old, now mar-
ried, who had been an interesied Ilstener
during the dlscussion, spoke up.

“Why don't you run for goverpor, pa?"

“Why, my child, they would never think
of me for that office. No one cares enough
about me for that."

"“But, pa, would you accept the nomina-
tion If it were offered you?"

"Why, of course, 1 would—nobody would
refuse the honor."

Migs Brown said no more at the time, but
quietly sllpped out of the house and started
In the direction of the Courler-Journal of-
fice, Colonel Henry Watterson being an in-
Himate friend of the family, It happened
that she met the veteran editor on the street.

“Ah, Uncle Henry, will you do me a fa-
voar?"' the young woman asked impulsively.

"“Anything in the world that I can do 1
willL."

“Well, I want pa to be governor of Ken-
tucky and can you get him the nomina-
tlon 7"

Colonel Waterson turned back to the af-
fice and sat down and wrote a spirited edi-
torinl demanding In the interesis of the
democratic party that John Young Hrown
be nominated by the conventlon scen to
meet- The result was In accordance with
the noted editor's wishes, Mr. Brown's
election belng a foregone conolusion,

CONNUBIALITIES,

Bella M. Hughes of Atchison, Kan,, re-
cently celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of
her second marrlage,

It sounds paradoxical to say so, but the
New York woman who paid $7,000 for a
husband was certalnly hard up.

That Kansas girl who has ferfeited 50,000
in marrylng one of Funston’s Rough Swim-
mers evidently doesn’'t care for anything
but pure and upadulterated glory.

Rev. W. L. Meese of Auburn, Ind., who
has performed the marriage ceremony for
1,200 couples that he has record of, be-
sides a considerable pumber in addition,
bheld a matrimonial reunion August 17 and
18, to which were lnvited all the couples
hée has unlted.

A remarkable twin story comes from the
mountaing of Kentucky. At Caney, Mor-
Ean county, there are two merchants known
under the firm name of Caudle Bros. They
are twins and &0 much alike that they can
hurdly be distinguished. They married twin
sisters and they each have twin girl ba- |
bies, which so much resemble each other |
thut there Is daoger of gettlog the chlluren]
mixed almost dally.

Thirly years ago two brothers named
Bultes started ln the real estote business
In Wichita, Kan,, apd still carry It on.
There s nothing remarkable Ip this, but
the sameé can hardly be said of the fact |
that they are twin brothers, 54 years olul,b
and look so much alike that only inl- |
mate friends can tell them apart. They |
married twin sisters, the Misses Alice and |
Carrle Worth, and the two familles hive |
together in the same house,

university, at Twenty-fitth and Calitornia
sireets, can have any idea of the extent and
thoroughness of the work done by that in-
stitution during the last twenty yoars
Being a  free  college the tvembers of
dhe faculty have adlways enjoyed the
advantage of selecting puplls from the
most avallable material at hand, look-
Ing  rather to results than numbers
Thoy have seldom been able to accept
all that applled for admission, because, the
Class room facilities being lmited, they oid
not see thelr way clear to dolng Jus.ice to
more than about 200 in the classical de-
partment, in addition to the speoial students
and those in the Medical college at Four-
teenth and Davenport stresis,  Last year
Was a very prosperous season and the nest
blds falr to surpass It. The writer of a
monograph on higher education in Nebraskn,
more than a decado ago, mentlons with com-
mendation the fact that Crelghton university
held back from the conforring of degrees
for a number of years because it dld not
find the right material at hand and it pre-
ferred to postpone the glving of degrees
untdl it was satisfled with the quality of
scholarship leading up to them. That stage
I8 long since pasesd and now graduating
olusses succeed each other with ever-inereis-

Ing breadith of attainments and ever-widen- |

Ing Intellectual development,

Bulldings do not make a college, but they
add materially to Its efMclency, and hence
it Is to be regretted that the university la
handlcapped for want of room and bulldings
and Is obliged Lo exclude some applicants for
want of room. Its patrons bave long since
begun to note that its facilities are entlrely
too limited for the work it might do and is
already called upon to do, bBoth for the cause
of education and the upholding of the hon-
ored name of Crelghlon,

The Necds of Crelghton University.

A sclentific bullding Is evidently meeded,
for a rare collestion of selentifle instruments,
the most complete and modern, Is crowded
into spnce in which evan a asatisfactory dis-
play of the apparatus Is Impossible, The
room devoted to the lbrary proper is al-
together Inadequate and divislons of the
library have been Installed on the shelves
placed In various corridors, and even in the
commodious and well lighted attic, through
which one passes on his way to the tower
to abtaln a commanding view of Omaha and
Its environs. The separate house used for
a chemical laboratory ig entlrely too small
for so conslderable an outfit us it contalns,
while the want of gymnasium advantages

| practically confines the athletics to outdoor

sponts,  Buildings twies the slze of
the present would be none oo
great for the work which can be
done hy Creighton university. The bulld-

ings have been thoroughly renovated during
the vacation at an expense of about §1,500,
the nssembly hall and chapel especially
showing mnotable improvement, From the
proceeds of a play glven Tast December by
the Dramatic assoclation, under the direc-
tion of Prof. Willlam Whelan, the stage has

' been electrically lighted with lamps of dif-

ferent colora. The parlors have been beauti.
fully decorated by a domestle artist—a re-
tiring lay brother and a man of rare artistie
and classicnl taste—who before entering the
brotherhood was a portrait palnter and
musical virtucso. Not findlng a sufficient
play for his peculiar tafents In the new life
he took up the study of ecclesiastical decora-
tlon and left evidences of his skill in various
churches and houses of the Jesult order In
the west, He adorned the wall of the re-
fectory at Florissant, Mo., with an Ilmmense
mural painting of ““The Last Supper,'”” and
decorated the interior of Marquette college,
Milwaukee. He llkewise composed a grand
march in honor of the rector of Creighion
university, It wane first produced by aa
orchestra composed of some members of the
faculty and Prof. John Schenk, at a private
entertainment recently tendered to John A.
Creighton,

A considerable number of trees and shrubs
were set out on the grounds Fast spring with
the intention of having them after a while
replace some box elders which must be cut
down on account of being bhreeding places for
caterplliars. The lawn and Aower beds, under
the fostering care of the genial Father Rooa,
have been unusually well kept and attractive
this summer. Naturally enough the kinship
of name causes the reverend father to look
with epecial favor on the rose in his collec-
tion of flowers,

The stone hullding to the west of Twenty-
fifth street, which was originally a colleglate
church, but Is now devoled also to parish
purposes, wes renovated and  benutified
within the last few months at a cost of
about §3,000, under the superintendonce of
the pastor, Puther Bronsgeest, A stone
will, flanked by turrelg and ornamented with
urps and plants, was bullt In front of the
church und a broad stone stalrway leading up
to the entrance was likewlse put in, Flower
beds and a well kept lawn add to the stately
appearance of the front.

A Sirong Fnenlty Secured,

Presldent Dowling of the university has
succesded in seouring an unusually strong
fuculty for the popular lnstitution during
the ensuing year. Rev., James J. Con=-
way, for many years professor of mental

‘and moral philosophy in the post-graduate

department of Bt. Louls unlversity, has
been added to the stafr. This reverend
gentleman was also one of the most popn-
lar lecturers at the Madison summer school
and s the author of numerous articles for
periodicals snd of several more alaborate
nnd enduring works In his own chosen field
of Intellectual rescarch, as well as In  the
domain of blography. o additlon 1o
other dutles, Father Conway will ocoupy
the chair of evidences of religlon.

Rov, Richard Corcoran, whose specialty s
literatura and the clussics, und who has
taught with #uccess for muany years In
gome of the principal Jesult colleges in this
country, interrupted hle occupations loug
enough to devote & year Lo ascetio thealogy;
but he returns once more to (he professor-
ship of rhetorle, which was alwiys most to
his taste,

Rev. John Kuhlmann, a native of Cinein-
uatl and & graduate of the Unlversity of
Inuwsbruck, Tyrol, succeeda Hev. John
Hemann as vice president and director of
studies. Father Kublmann hus had the
advantage of extensive European travel,
during whidh he has taken great faterest
In the system of teaching In educational in-
stitutions abroad, and he will prove » valu-
able addition to the fuculty, esprolally ns
director of eludies. He han also had ex-
ceptional opportunities for soleut|fie study,
he having taught science In his younger
YOOrs,

Father Coppens, whoe has filled the chair
of logle, metaphysics and ethics In the
unlversity, as well as lecturer in the John
A Crelghton Medloal oollege, will continue
Lo occupy tho same positions. He s tue

Jurlsprudence. One of his recent works on
“Moral  Prinoiples and  Mwedical Pracs
tiee™ 18 mow being traneintod Itits Frenéh
atd German and will scon be 1ssued In
those langunges by the Bensigor Broa,,
who have offersd the reverend author quite
a hiundsome royalty on the publleation.

A Distingnlshed Astronomer,

Rev. Willlam F. Rigge will continue In
chnrge of the astronomical  obowrvatory,
 Though a comparatively young man, ha
| stands high as an astronomer both in  the
| practienl and theoretleal work appertiine
Ing to his professorship. From the we ry

beginning of his chrecr ho enjosvd  the ad-

vantages of tultlon under some of the
Ablest masters, such ns Sestinl  of Flor- _'
ence, a distingulshed scientific ma n, nn'
architect, metereorologst, astronomer and
wuthor of Q complete  coursge of
mnthemat los, whe adorned tho 1= |
brary of Woodstack college, Mary-

land, with representations of the pianetary
system and mural drawings of his own obes |
servations of sun spots, eclipses and the
lke, Within the Inst few yoara Father
Rigge has worked at the Georgatown ob-
servitory with Hagen of Bonn, an ast ron-
omer famous as the avuthor of an ntlas of
the variablo stars. a herculean task, and
lkewlse the nuthor of a ayvnopsia of the
higher mathematics, which has won un-
stintod pralse from the moest eminent math-
vmatlclans of Europe, Some of our prow-
inent citizens who have Epent an ovening at
the observatory with Father Rigge looking
at the heavenly bodles through his eqin-
torial nnd who have witnessod his skillful
manipulation of the translt Instrument,
chronograph, siderenl eclocks and other ap-
paratus can bear evidence to Mis guperior
solentific attainments, as well a8 his sun-
shiny charncter and genial eourtesy., 1t Is
probably not generally known that few of
the highor institutions throughout the coun-
try glve such opportunities for practical
work In astronomy ne Crefghton universily
actunlly affords its etudents

Prof. Charles Wolking, who has Just fin-
ished a thorough course of chemisiry aud
special sclence in St Louis, will bo assncl-
ated in the teaching of chemistry with Prof
Charles Crowley, A, M., Ph. (., the accom-
plished and erudite professor of chemistry
and toxicology o the John A. Crelghton
Medleal cellege, The hest years of Prof,
| Crowloy hive been devoted to chemislry,
After graduating from the depariment of
arts and selence in Detrolt college and en-
gaging in desultory sclentific pursults for
some time, he took a course at Ann Arbor,
‘after which he taught chemtstry at Detroit
and later at Creighion university and the
John A, Creighiton Medlenl college. 1t s
hoped that arrangements may be made for
| el Crowley to give a free course of
{sclentific lectures in  the university hall
during the fall and winter on timely topics,
|inlumstimg and Instructlve to persons who
ara too busily engaged to keep pace with
the advance of scientific knowledge, In ad-
1- dition to his Omaha work Prof. Crowley lust
Year gave a counse on hygleue, cooking and
kindred subjects at St. Francls academy,
Council Bluffa,

Munle.

Prof, J. A. Huster, who met with such
marked success in the formation of tho
University Mandolin and Guitar eclub, will
resume his place, to the great satisluction
of the students. FProf. Thomas J, Kelly, so
fayorably known to. the Omaha public s
an accomplished musiclan, will take charge
of the wvocal music. Prof. Fitz George
Dineen will teach the second class of Lhe
academic course, Prof. Willlam Schiermann

the third and Prof. Martin Luersmann
the  firet. The connecting link  be-
Lween the academie and colleginte

closses, called the Humanity class, will bo
taught by Prof. Paul Breen, who has just |
finighed a three-years' courge of philosophy
and sclence, after having taken a course in
pedagogles in the normal department of St.
Stanlslaus seminary, Missouri, Prof, P. A,
Mullens, recently af Chicago and Milwaukee,
will have chargo of the sophomore class and
the higher grades of elocution,

This Is the second time Rev. M. P. Dowl-
ing has held the posltion of president within
the Inst fifteen years. He {8 fully nequainted |
with the needs of this sectlon of the country |
and lends to his work all the ndvantages
of large experlence and ripe scholarship.
Hesides the executlve abllity required for his
position he has & more than Pocnl reputation
as a finished public speaker and has an
Intimate acquaintance with economic sub-
Jeots,

The departure of Father Hemann for
Chlcago is deeply regretted by students and
patrons of Creighton university. During hla
glay here he gave a great fmpetus to
musical atudles und dramatic art, surpris- |
Ing everyone by the thoroughness and sue-
cesg of Nig efforts in developiog lntent talent
and producing marvellous results In a com- |
paratively short time,  Profs. Kelly and
Schiermann will take up the work where he |
laid it down.

Crelghton being a free college, the at-
tendance always equals the nccommodations,
and no advertising Is necessary to secure a
large number of most desirable students, |
many of whom come from adjacent stutes !
and board In the city while pursuing their |
sludles. Not a few of the young men have
no one to depend on but themselves, and
having by thelr own labor and hy securing |
enployment during vacation aoqulred suf- |
ficlent means to attend college, devots
themselves earnestly to study and ®ive great
satlefuction to thelr professors, They are
excellent material out of which good, suc-
cegsful and brainy men are formed for the
best uees of the ropublis. Crelghton uni-
versity looks forward to a very succeasful
year,

OUT OF THE ORDINARY,
Paris has a dog's cemetery.
Parls has many petrcleum drinkers,
In Porto Rico ten oranges cost a cent.

In Porto Rico coffee costs b centd
pound,
| The German army includes more than

10,000 mdlitary musicians,

Adrinn, Mich., enjoys 3d-cent street oar
tickets. The management has long  kold
100 tickets for $3. Single fares are o nlokel,
but wny one cap buy 100 tickets for $a,
And the company makes monpy by it, for
'people ride five times where they would
once wera the tickets b cents,

Womian, as o rule, bolds the household
together, and this la strangely exomplified
by an elderly malden woman who died a fow
weeks ago In Athlone, Irelund. She loft a
fortune of §130,000, to bhe spent in the erec-
tien of w church, provided that her body

should be converted [nto ashes and Uned
In making the mortar for bullding the
| edifion,

Complaints were made In Besttle, Wugh.,
recently that the fire alarm systom of the
elty wis working very badly, Investigation
of the hoxes showed that “yellow Jackets
had clogged many of them by deposits of
clay, which bad hardened. The wusps had
crawled throukh the Keyholes and bullt
their fire proof houses,

A Clpclnnatl pellceman's bees swarmod
In a tree In his absence on duty the other
dny, but the policemnn's wife was & re-
sourceful woman. Bhe summonod her nelgh-

bors, donned a wuit of her husband’s
clothea, covered ber face with a veoll and
her hands with thick gloves and then
climbed the tree aud, while the other

women beat Un pans at i foor, she CRp-
tured the bees In & market basket. When
her busband returned home he found the
bees attending to business ln & berelofore
unused hive.

|

, cost
| course of construction on Blk and
| Renssolaer stroets and on th

What Other Qities Have Done to Banith a
FPablie Evil

| EXPENSES JUSTIFIED BY THE RESULTS

Progress of the Glgantie Task in Chi=
engo=Marvelous Change Wronght
In the City of Buftnlo in
Four Yenrs,

The manner in which other oilles grappled
with the problem of abollshing rallroad
grade cromsings forms an intereosting study,
partieularly so to the people of Omaha
It has been a proliflc eource of irrltation
and agitatlon here for twenty years, and la
likely to continuo for yoars 1o come. The
bickering and dallying over the reconstrig-
tion of the Sixteenth satreet vinduct 1Muss
trates the snall pace of great bodles when so
disposed, and Hlumines the diffloultios, 1t
not  the indisposition, of city fathers n
pProssing the settiement of publie rights ovn
friendly  corporiations. Some  robust  ape
Umista expoct to Uve to see that struclure
completed.  Perhaps they wlll,  Hut they
are young, and youth haz hope to burn,

Chivago wrestlod with the grade eroesing
avil for muny yeurs, hut without much sue-
cvss untll 1893, when the enormous traMae
of the World's Fair forcod a chunge. In
anticlpation of the rush the Niinole Contral,
in 1802, reconstructed {ts rondbed wlong the
lake front and bridged every crossing ns
far out as Seventieth strect. The enormous
trafe and the freedom from aceldent dur-
lng the World's Falr perlod proved the wis-
dom of the management and amply justified
the increased exponse,

Saving of Time and Money,

That was the heginning of the ond. Al-
ready milllons have been spent in ralsing
roadbeds and bridging strects, and milllons
are yet needed to finlsh the plans, It s
sald the Chicago & Northwestern along
spent  §10,000,000 in ralsing Its  roadbed
within the elty itmita and oridging all in-
temuveting streets. A dozeti other corpora.-
tlons are spending large sums and within
five vears grade crossings In that clty will
be a4 memory, Persistent ngitation and
vigorous political pressure were NeCensiry
to compel the rallroad ecorporations to
spare the lives of people obllged to eross
tholr tracks, They protested the chunge In-
volved such expense that to undertake |t
meant bankruptey. The work Is now so well
advanced and the gain so apparent that the
protestants acknowledge the authoritios did
the right thing In calling thelr tearful
bluffs. 1t Is nsserted in the case of one
corporation that the money heretofore paind
in malntaining crossings, for dumages 1o
persons and property and for death clalins
will pay Interest on the money required to
abolish grade erossings.

What Buffalo is Doing.

The clty of Buffalo is nnother shining ex-
ample of what ean be accomplished when
the authorities take a determined grip on a
public project, Prior to 1805 grade crossings
wers as numerous there as flies around an
arc light, The evll had grown to such pro-
portlons that something had to be done.
Clty officlala argued and threatened, but, it
ended in talk. Corporation smanagers ad-
mitted the evils complained of and flled the
aldermanie ears with lavish promises, mean-
whlle Incrensing the number of crossings
and occasionally gathering in n stroot for
trackage purposes. At last an obgeure law-
maker appeared in the state legislature and
procured the passage of a bil] creating a
commlieslon to plan and prosecute the work,
The blll provided that the cost of the vine
ducts and subwaye and property daninges
should be paid, three-fourths by the rallroad
and about one-fourth hy the elty.

A start was made In 1895, In the suceoad-
ing three and a half years what would bo
regarded as a miracle in these parts has
been wrought in Buffalo. One tunnol under
Maln street, six viaducts and threa sibwaya
were completed up to the close of 1808, ut a
cost of $1,082,604.24, the city’s share belng
$221,000.85. A vladuct on Hamburg and
8eneca, two Interdecting streets, built in the
form of an L, was completed last July at a
of $360,807.87. Viaduots are now in
Van
@ Abbot road,
estimated to cost $790,980, The- completed
structiires and those under way represent an
outlay for construction alone of $2,240 482.11,
of which the clty will pay §i24,492.89. Dam-
fges 1o property are not Included In thege
flgures. The amount In every Instince is
established by the commission. No award
s made to property owners until the vinduct
or aubway I8 completed, It is estimated thut
the aggregate of domages and the cost of
property condemned will equa! the cost of
the structures,

Built to Siay,

The proportion of subways to viaduels s
gmall, the level character of the country ren-
dering them unsultable. As a rule the Erads
of the roadbeds sre not changed.  All
changes of grodes are made on the ftreets,
The appronches are buttressed with stone
walls built at the lot lines, are curbed nnd
guttered and paved with drossed stone lald
In cement. The viaducts proper wre of stecl,
usually the width of the street, with foot-
ways on each silde, and all floored with
asphalt, If a street intersects any of the
approaches it s ralsed and paved procisely
a8 the maln approach, Where streols pass
under the viaduct stalrs are built on the
corners, A noticeable feature of these vig-
ducts 13 the walls of steel plates, five fest
high, separating the wagonways from the
uldewalka,

Buffalo's viaducts are of the best Lype of
masonry and steel bridging. Hven to a
novice thelr appearance conveys the impres-
#lon of massive strength and durability. As
n local enthusisst expressed iL: “They ure
bullt to stay."

MORE ROOM FOR THE PUPILS

—_—

Honrd of Hdueation Asked to Add a
Plede o the Saratoga School
Bite,

Thera Is a proposition before the Board
of Kducatlon for the purchase by the board
of a strip of ground on the north slde
of the Saratoga school slite, the use uf
which wouwld be to allow Lhe enlargemeng
of the buldlng on the porth side. The pa-
trons of the school are urging the board
to udd an elghth grade to the school and
iy that the bullding can be enlirged only
on the north slde. They lnsist that It
should be enlurged and additional grades es-
tablished, an the nelghborhood iy being rap-
ldly bullt up, ten houses huving been bulll
tloge to the school this summer. The =
titlon for an eighth grade is In the bands
of u comnlttes of the board.

A speclal meeting of the board has been
called for Monday nlght, primarily for the
purpose of consldering hids on the supply of
conl for the coming year. The Baratoga
#chool matter will probably be called up
during the ovening.

Rearsarge sbout Heady for Frial.

NEWFPORT NEWE, Vu, Aug, 80.--The trial
trip of the battlesbip Kearsirge will take
pliace hetween Septomber 6 and October 16,
Tho ship s now witbhin about 4 Por cenb of
completion,




