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(Copyrightea, 1899, by Frank G, Carpenter,)

SAN JUAN, Porto Rico, July 1.—(Special
Corgespondence of The Pee.) —Ninetenths
of the people of Porte Rico are miserably
poor. Thelr rude huts, scattered over the
gountry, are meaner than the mud hovels of
Bgypt, and the rooms which form their tene-
ments In the towns are more thickly crowded
tﬁﬂn the slumsa of the cities of Chinn.  All
the property of this (sland is owned by a few
fanilles, Out of the 800,000 of Uncle Sam's
new subjects 700,000 1ive from hand to mouth
and 1 venture that at least 500,000 during o
part of the year go to bed hungry.

Let us first look at the poor of the clitles.
Wi talk about hard times, but we really do
not know what poverty ls. If our fashlcn-
able girls who go about slumming should
take a trip to Porto Rico they could find an
ample field for thelr sympathy and their
ouriosity. Take, for instance, San Juan. We
have here an average population of 400 to
the acre, and I venture there are more than
a Thousand souls sleeping tonight on this
acre where 1 am writing., San Juan ls sur-
rounded by walls, and by the count of our
health oMeers there are more than 186,000
people Inslde the walls, A large part of the
87,000 ciilzens are housed outside. The
spgee Inslide comprises ¢lghty acres, but con-
siderably more than half of this is taken up

A PEON'S

HOME,

in streets and plazas and the grounds of
Mgrro castle and San Cristobel, Another
large part s devoted to stores and other
buildings, so that the people are crowded
into a very small section,

The Humnn Caves of San Juan,

They llve, In fact, in guarters which are
mare like <aves or ecatacomhs than the
homes of human belpgs, The town is made
e of two-story houses bullt in blocks cloze
to the streets, enthi house having a hall
running through the center. The houses, are
ef vast extent. Thely upper stervies are the
homes of the rich and well-to-do, who po
through the common hall to reach them.
he upper stories have large, alry and well
lighted apartments, and the well-to-do live
very comfortably.

The lower stories nre made up of llttle
dens, the homes of the peor. In them are
scoregs of rooms from ten to twelve feet
gquare, many of them without any light
except from the door, and with no ventlla-

tion at night except through holes cut out
of, the tops of the doorg, In such Tooms
families of si1x, ten, fifteen and sometimes

twenty live, sleeping on the floor or upon
cot beds, which are taken outside during the
day time,

In going along the sireets of San Juan you
caan ook through the halls and you see
that every hall ends in a court at the back.
AQout this court open  numerols rooms,
eich of which I8 the home of a Porto Rlean
family., Most of the rooms are 8o small
that the people do thelr cooking out in the
gourt, It !z in the court that they wash
their clothes, and it also forms thelr loung-
ing place.

Their water comes from a
twvn, which Is usually right
reggponl and he common
the court.

When we
health
the elty,
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of San Junn
ingpectora found 1,500 cessprols in
the most of them adjoining the
clgterng. They were nearly all full and all
Mihy. Many of them had not been ecleaned
f-r years. Tho majority were without ce-
mented bottoms, and all were more or less
leaky., ¥t was Indeed 2 wonder that the
whiele population was not down with typheld
fever, and von would think that they
Would be in this conditinn today. A great
deal of clenning hag been done, but not
untll a thorough svstem of waterworks ls
ealablished and the houssholders are foreed
to put In modern convenienees can the poor
become sanlinrily safe.
Taside the Counrins,

During my stay here I have visited many
sl these courts apd have taken pletures of
the people who live In them. Their Inmates
are ag clpanly as could be expected In thelr
erowded conditlon, and considering every
thing are remarkally  peaceable, Few of
them have any furniture, with the excep-
tion of perhepg a siogle table and chair,
‘e cooking s done on Hile Iron bowls
filled with charconl, The bowl I8 about ag
large ns a gond-slzed washbasine 1t has a
hole In the bottom for draught, and It 1=
s0 emall that only one thing can be conked
at a time. Each family hns & cook stove of
this kind, and in some of the couris in the
evening a doren little stoves will be golng
M once,

Tha peopled who inhabit the courts live
upon the work which they get In San Juan
Few of the men recelve more than 80 cents
a day, and mapy of the women who are
serviants get much less. When the Ameri-
Yane first came many of the children In the
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- The Peons of Porto Rico.

courts were naked, but the nudity ls now
confined to the bables.

The population of some of the courts Is
largely made up of beggars, They are filled
wiifi the lame, the halt and the blind.

Sun Juan has more profesgional beggare
than any town of Its size In the United
Stiutes, Indeed, beggars fare better here
than they do with us, The well-to-do peo-
ple of the lsland are very charitable, and
these who have money will always Eglve
gomething to those who have not.

This {8 especially so ns to the blind,
Blindness prevails very largely, and it is
consldered an  afMiction of Providence, 1
have seen men borrow money to bestow |t
upon the blind when out of change at the
time they were accosted, Some of the blind.
ness I8 caused by the pollen of the sugar
cano  getting Into the eyes while working,
and 1 am told that the laborers on the plan-
tations are especially Mable to it. I have
geen blind children In all parts of Porto
Rico, and doubt not that It largely comes
somewhat from Insufficlent food and heredi-
tary disenses.

In the clitles of Porto Rico there is one
day of the week when the beggars are ex-
pected to go about asking alms. Thls has
always been the custom, and it Is so well
estublished that our governor general huos
sanctioned It under American rule. The day
ls Saturday. On this day every merchant
and buslness man expects a call from the
beggars and puts a plle of centavos (colns,
each worth six-tenths of a cent), on his
counter or desk, The beggars come In one
by one, They each take one coin and no
more and then depart, blessing the glver.

The Feons.

The above is the conditlon of the poor of
the towns. The pecns oul In the country
fare far worse. The meancst negro of our
southern stateg Is richer than a scere of
the furm laborers of Porto Rleco. His cabin
is worth a dozen Porto Rican shacks and
his monthly wages are equal to the earn-
Ings of many of these people for a4 year.

The nominal wages of the laboring classes
here Is 60 centavos & day, or 30 cants of our
money. This Is for first-class labor and |s
the highest sum that has been pald.

The average planter, however, does nol
pay his men In money. He pays them in
tin disks, the slze of a nickel, which are
only good at his little store on the planta-
tion. Each of the dlsks is Iabeled with his
initlal. It represents a cemtavo and can be
spent nowhere else, Upon some of the
plantatlons money I8 not pald at all. The
people are glven o0 many bananas for thelr
dny's work and thelr steady work lasts only
for about five or 8ix months of the year.

Sunday is the peon’s market day. On this
day you will see the country roads lined
with men, women and children on thelr way
to market. Each man carries a bottle, hold-
Ing it by a etring tled to ite neck. The
usual bottle Is a half-pint and it is taken
to bring back the man’s supply of rum for
the following week. A half pint 18 not much,
but this is all he wants, although rum s
the natlonal drink and he lakes some every
morning before breakfast. Indeed, I have
been surprised to see so little drunkennesa
here, The chlef cases of Intoxleatlon are
among our soldlers, and 1 have so far seen
ten drunken Amerleana to every drunken
Porto Rican,

A Poor Man's Home,

I wish I eould transport one of these Porto

Rican bhuts to the United States, 1 would

palm leaves can be lifted away during the
daytime, It has absolutely no furndture
The family sleeps on the floor. The cooking
Is done In a lHttle lean-to at the back upon
a fire bed of earth, the pot being ralasd
upon stones above the conls.

In this house, which 1 have described
from notes made in the hut [aelf, there
were elight children, three of them stark
naked, and one of the three wns § years
old. It was deformed, and could only erawl
over the floor In Ita nakednoess All the
children were exceedingly lean, although
thelr heads and eyes were good,

As 1 look about this hut, which belonged
to the peon of a rich coffee planter, 1 asked
Ita owner why he dld not have a garden
He replled that the planter did not allow his
laborers to have gardens, for then they
could ralse what they wished to eat and
would not have to buy at his store.

By inquiry 1 found this was so almost
everywhere, Thesge people are surrounded

get all the chalre they wanted, They n
asked If they could have one for each mom
ber of the family, and weore delighted w!iop
the reply was "Yes."

Surprised at Ameriean Money.

The peons have not yeot gotten over [
sensntion of recelving actual money for 1o
work. They have been pald In thia way Ly
the Amertoans, and at first it surprised thom
excondingly. The men who worked at Pooice
and on the south coast sald they had neveg
seen 50 much money before.  They v
mented on the value of the American dolloms
which were worth more than thelr own 1ol
larg, and today they are happy at belng jald
In oash. During this apring the governimont
officials have had 11,000 of them at
upon the road. This was to help the people
s much as to help the roads.

The greatest care has to be taken, low
over, to Seo that the peons actually get the
money, There ls always o gang about the
men on payday.  This s made of
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A "TOUCH-MRE"

by gcod land, but they dare not use it
Many of them may be working among the
bananas all day and at the cloge have to
take the tin disks they recelve In pay and
walk a mile perhaps to the “touchme’ stores
and buy the bananas which they use for
thelr evening meals. The strenms are full
of fish, but they are not allowed to fish in
them because the waters belong to their
masters, They will be arrested If they steal
vegetables, and they dare not cut a stick
without the consent of the men for whom
they work.

Taxing Men for Chairs,

It was for a long time a wonder to me
that there was no furniture Iin the houses,
I found only a few rude beds and now and
then a hammock or so in the huts of the
better class. It was very rare Lo see A
table or a chalr. 1 asked one muan why this
was 80. He replled that the possesslon of

chalrs largely Increagsed his tax rate. Said
he:
“1 once bought two chalrs and brought

them home, and for a time my wife and
myself enjoyed them after our hard day's
work In the fleld, Then the tax assessor
came along and wanted to {ncrease my
taxes three pesos, I nsked him why, and

A HUMAN CAVE OF BAN JUAN,

lke to show President McKinley how some
of hisn subjects are living on thls beautiful
Island. The house I should choose would be
one of a common laborer's on a rich sugar
or coffes plantation. There are thousands
lke It all over Porto Rico. Here 18 how it
looks: It Is made of poles about as big
around as your arm and palm leaves as thick
a8 the average book cover and about haelf as
wide as a page of this paper.

The framework, including the bridge roof,
Ig of poles tled together. Theén the palm
lsavea nre 1ald on and other poles of about
the thickness of a broomstick are tied
horlzontally across the walls of the house to
keep the palm leaves together. The floor
of the hut I8 of poles 8o loosely put togethe:
that all the dirt drops through the cracks.
The roof ia 80 poorly made that the rain
drips through, and at night the cold breeces
whistle through the walls.

The hut has no windowe. Ita door of

gald I had Just the same possessions on
which I had been taxed before. But he re-
plled: “You have furniture now, 8ee those
chalre and that table, You have hecome a
rich man and must pay more taxes.'
'"Then,' sald I, ‘If 1 did not have this furnl-
ture my taxes would be the same? *‘Yes,'
he replled.”

*AAN right,' sald 1, 1 will fix i’
took the two chalrs and
smuashed them to pleces."

This system of taxaticn prevalled through
& great part of the country, and today the
peons are just beginning to reallze that
they can buy a ltile furniture and not be
taxed for (it A number of the men who
have been working on the roads for the gov-
ernment were told thig by thelr American
oversesrs, They came back agaln and agaln
to ask If It was really true that they could
buy chairs for thelr homes without being
taxed for them They were told they could

And 1
table outslde and

STORE.

overseers and others who pretend they hove
elalms on the wages of the men.

Stmetimes there I8 a planter who mokes
demands for alleged debts and thus trivs to
ot a percentage of the wiuges,

Many of the men have never rocelved real
money bhefore and they Gardly Know what to
do with it The government payvimuster
told the men that the money was thelr own
and that no one else had any right to it and
they should take It home and spend It for
themselves, Followlng the erowd alio were
peddlers and gamblers, whio hoped to get the
money of the poor peons as soon a8 i1 wos
pald,  The government s regulating these
things as far as possible and in time the
pecn will be able to take care of himself,

The stores on the plantations ure  much
like the “touch-me’ stores of our coal
mining districts, save that they have no
goods to speak of. Thelr stocks in trade
are made up of codfish, jerked bheef, ba-
nanns and Porto Riean rum.

Some of them have bread and some have
clothing. These stores should be abollshed
and the planters forced to pay In oash rather
than In store orders, Methods should bo
adopted by which every peon can have a gar-
den and be taught to cultlvate und secu-
mulate for himself. He should be allowed
to have & chance for a Hving and should be
protected In his rights. 8o far the Spanlards
have run everything for the rleh. They
have done all they could to keep the poor in
ignorance, and today nine out of every len
people in Porto Rico cannot read nor write,

FEducation should be compulsory, and
schools should be everywhere,

They Have Hapnann Stomnehs,

Speaking of starvation In 'orto Rico, this
Is the only part of Uncle Sam's dominlon
where we can ever have a famine. The soil
here is rich, but If there should be such
weather conditdlons a8 lo cause n fallure of
the banana crop, many of the poor people
would dle of starvatlon. The food of many
Is made up of bapanas, Nolt one man In a
dozen has any meat to speak of, and the
faces of the people are bloodless. They look
acnemle, and are 8o, As It Is, the mortallty
I8 very great, The poor have so little
strongih, owing to insuMclent and Linproper
food, that when they grow sick they dle,

It Is only the prolificness of the people
that keeps up the population. The bablos
falrly swarm., And such bables, After they
have reached the banapa-eating age they
get what 18 called here the “banana ston-
ach." They have to fill their Hitle bellles
full in order to contaln enough to sustain
life, and the average child here has an ab-
domen which gprotrudes ke that of & beer-
drinking alderman. It 1s as tight as a
drum and his legs below It are so weak that
they look llke plpe stems walklng around
with the greal load above.

The majority of the peons are whites, al-
though there are many mulattoss and not a
few negroed. They have good faces and are
naturally Intelligent. They are very gulet
and peaceable, They are kind to thelr
fimllles and are, on the whele, good cltizens
| am told by Amerlcans who have employed
them that they are excellent workers and
that they are glad to do all they ean to
earn their money. They work from sunrise
until sunset and are as reliahle as the aver-
age American workmen. Some trouble is
had a8 to the numerous holldays and feast
days, which have been customary, but the
most of the men will do thelr work Irre-
spective of these, asking for SBunday only.

FRANK G, CARPENTBR.

1
Told Out of Court

A boy 14 years of nge
net know he had a osoul, that he dld not
know what wmwornls  meant moral e
aponsibility," when ashked as to the nature
Of an oath sald I he ol one story he
would o to the leglslntore, f ho told two
he wouldl go to congress.'’

who snld ""he did

or

A popular Judge recently took o pleasure
drive through the country with a party of
four (of whom his wife was oned. Rolllng
along In a white high-built teap, they seem
to have been taken for high rollors, as nn
intiocent-looking countryman, of whom the
Judge blandly inguired for o hotel, topliod

“You, thore Is o hotel slght down yvonder,
but H's a temperanee hotpl,"
vﬁs\-———-‘
How n greater troubles overshadows o
lesser was aptly lustrated In one of the

minaer courts, relates the Detrolt Freoe Pross
The nocuscd was n blg, gtrong, honost-faced
German, greatly oxcited and dlsposed to do
more  tnlking than Is permissible  under
such clrevmstances The court distinetly
suld that the Dig man wis charged with
Haturbing 1 he peace  and el him
whother he was gullty or not guiliy

It vos not'ing, shoadge,” the
S s I prew'ry me
drive dot vagon Tony
‘Shake, 1t vos bessor aml you yoln dor
undon,” wnd den he gay vhy 1 dond't valt o
leetle and see how vos 11, So 1 valt,

“Purdy gwick der boss he say, '‘Shake,
yYou can goelb your monoys utd glve up your
deam. Wo ves o unlon prewery 1 sy 1
vould see Tony and ask him vol der rea
son mit him dot he adwlse me oul of o yoly
Vhen 1 find Tony he say dld 1 hat' some
aenge, und 1 told him he vos schmarder wndd
I voa und he Jdidu't know not'inge."”

“But they say that you argued with n elub

came
he  hired
Velters, he soy,

re

tar

and that Tony's strongest proposition was
a ‘brick.*

Dot vos nod der bolnt, sehudge, Vot 1
vaut der find oult Is, how do 1 stanl on der

unlon labor guoestlon

———

There are pleasautreies abhout conrts  wni
Inwyors, and Atlorney W. 1. Hale I8 not
exempt from the role, reports the Minne

apulls Times,
of well

In conversntion with a group

known barpisters  vecently he told
them how he eatmo to loae his first ense,
It was an assiondt amd bottery cose,” he

sald, “*and I was counsel for the eomplain
Ing whtness,  Unfortunaiely for him, Irish
wit defeated me.  The Qefendant, an Irish
mun and the aggressor in the fght,  was
charged among other things with  having
chowed my cllent's thumbe  Thiat he  hod
masticated the member was admitted, At
the same time the attempt wae made (o show
that he had dine s0 only In self-defonse
On the stand he testified that while steadily
closing his grinders on the thumb he had
yolfled to his wife, forty rodaaway, to gome
to his asslstance.  And she had responded.
YT had o very Wlgh oplolon of my abillty
o corner a witness amd make him  con-
tradlet  himeelf, oven at thol carly date
This was where 1 thought 1 had him ‘g ing’
Do you mean 1o say, 1 oasked, ‘that at
the snme thme that you il vour  teeth
Lightly compressed on hig thumb so ag Lo
make artlealoation, MW ot all possible,

very
Indistinet,

you  nevertheless moanaged Lo
make enough noise o altract your  wife,
forty rods away?'

“f8ure, an’ yer pint s owell taken,' he
replied,  'O1 don’t Know Jist how O man-
aged to do 1t mesilf,  But Of think OF kin
Hlustrate it If yoz Le willin' to put yer
thumb In me mout.*

“Nooedless to suy, 1 dld not eare to have
it acted out. He made o ogreat, blg  hit
with the Jury, and I—why, 1 lost the cage.*

Holes in Indiana

They are having & terrible time down “on
the banks of the Wahash," reports the Chi-
cago Tribune, In half o dozen places o that
sectlon of the state the hottom has dropped
cut and wobody has been able to NIl up the
holes, Over at Dollvar, In Wabash county,
gaveral hundrod feet of highway got tired
and slmply dropped out of slght. The county
commissioners dumped o considerable por-
tlon of the township Into the cavity, hut it
still yawned for more. They finally gave it
up and bullt o Bridge over the ohinsin,

The Chicage & Erle rallroad found thet
their track near Disko was sapparently bullt
upon water and spent three years to make a
#olld foundation under I, They poured in
thousands of cars of fAlllng with apparently
no effset, so they bullt o spur three miles
long around the opening and admitted thelr
defent,

Last woek trouble broke out nonr Laketon,
In Plegsant township.  This new hole,
cording vernclous correspondents,
tremendous and impartinl appetite, It swal-
lows up stones, timbers, ecarth, and what-
ever la thrown linto |t, and eries for more
It even refuses to bo bridged, the founda-
tlong breaking off und fulllng ito the hole
earh time the wttempt to cross the chaam
has been made.  The road supervisors ac-
knowledged that It wasg too much for them
and have referred the case to the county
tommigsioners, who went out In n body lnsi
Friday and held a meeting—not too near the
edige of the hole—to determine what should
he done ahout it
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Lo has a

Evangelistic Movement

Mr. Moody suys "The coming vear In
America, T helleve, 18 golng 1o see a wide
gsprond evangellstic movement in which, |
trugt, thoussude may he reasched by the
churches," He mdds: “Destructivencss on the
ene slde and the uo less evll gpiclt of In
tolersnce on the other slde have wrought
wide dissenslons o America."




