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Page t«lla Frederick that ahe fallowad him
r nlght of the marder and knew where he

a roterl 310 She wives him o “,.,k

e whethee to mirry hor or be pro-
clnimed ns the murderer of Agatha \Webh,
It 1a 1v ned thnt the money w n new
bllle and the Reeper of 4 small gtor nra-
Auoes one that w strange men gave him Inte
the nl i the mutder for a o4t of Bread,
Ad o arrlves from Boston and re-
Wirta mnle cane Murdered for monty
Mnd the man with the flowing beard,”
Busiple fals upon one of the Zaliel broth-
o Froderick visits the hollaw treo, Tha
mones L Wattlea, a loston gnmbler,
nrrivi and | de 950 of Frederiok in
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the talking nml ol
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fuses tp mi *her, On the folldwing idny
oveura the funernl of Agathn Weabhb, and
Inte thot nlght Mr. Butherland Jliscovnry
Fraderick we plng over hore grove, On the
wny home le learne of the death of
Phileman, Agntha's husbhand, swaetwater
suspects and fallows Frederlek and 8 thus
discovered by Mr., Sutherland. Frederlek
Pl # phckage of old Jetters In Agnes
Halllday's hands and hig fatheor coeks an
explanatlon, Agntha Webh's wlll Is opened
and by s for Mr. Sntherland s mnile
exvemtor and Freaderlek sole helr of o 310,-
O state, Swoeolwiutor reasons that Bred-

eriok is the murdercer. but hecnuse Mr

eriand once gaved his Hie Swoetw
unwilling 1o pglve ovilénoe, Tn

keéep his secret ha plang to léave hams,
and, In sumidclous hnsts, pretending to he
In senreh of an Important witnoss bonrids

an outgoing steamers bound for Reazl) He
% thrown overboard that nlght and pleked
up at dawn by o fishing erew, which tnkes
him to New Bedford Foodl and clothing
nre glven him and he enrne hy delivering
a snapiciouns hox, AN ac ental chance
takes hlm on o migsion tn Hoston, £ min
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he findw Waitles, the «¢amble who
wishes f\\r'-!\\':lr.-r {0 OArry o message o
nene other than IFrederlek Sutherland at

Butherlandtown,

CHATTER XXIX,

The round had come full cirele. By varl-
ots chances and a traln of clreumstances
for which he could not aceount he hond been
turncéd from his frst Intention and was belug
broughl back stuge by stage Lo the very spot
he hnd thought it his duty to fly from. Was
it fute? He begnn to think go, and ne longer
g0 much as dreamed of struggling ngalnst It
But he felt very much dazed and walked
away through the now partially deserted
stroets with an odd sense of fallure that
poorly compensated him for the hope now
presont within him  of seeing his mother
agaln and belng once more Caleb Sweetwaler
of Sutherlandtown.

He was clearer, however, after a few blocks
of rapld walking, &nd then he began to
wonider over the contents of the letter he
held, and how they would affect ts recipi-
ent, Was it a'new danger he was bringing
him? Instead of alding Mr. Sutherland In
keeplng his dangerous wmecret, wns he des-
tined to bring disgrace upon him, not only
by his testimony hefore the coroner, hut hy
mepns of this letter, which, whatever It con-
talned, certalnly eould net bode good to the
man from whom It was deslgned to wrest
$2.500%

The fonr that he was destined so to do
grew upon him rapldly, and the temptation
10 open the letter and make himself master
of s contents before lenving town at Inst
beeame so strong that hils sense or honor
paled hefore it and he made up his mind
that befors he ventured into the precinots
of Sutherlandtown he would know just what
sort of 4 bombghell he was earrving Into the
Sutherland family, Tn do this he stopped
at the firet respectable lodging housge ho
enoountered and hired a room. Calling for
hot water—*piping hat,’* he told them—ha
subjectod dthe letter to the effects of stonm
and presently had it open. He was not dls-
appointed in lts contents, save that they
were even more dangerous than he had an-
ticipated, Captnin Wattles was an old erony
of Frederlek’s and knew his record better
than any one else In the world, From this
fact and the sdded one that Frederick had
slood n speclnl neod of money nt the time
of Apntha Webb's murder, the writer had
no hesitation in believing him gullty of the
erime which opened his way to a fortune,
and though under ordinary* elrcumstances
he would, a5 his friend Frederick already
knew, be perfectly willlhg to Keep his opin-
fons to himsclf, he wns just now under the
same necessity for money that Frederick
himself had been at that fatal time and
must therefore gee the color of $2,600 before
the day was out If Frederlek desired to have
hls mame out of the Doston papera,
That it had heen Keopt out up to thls time.
nregued that the erime had heen well enough
hildden to make the alterations thus offered
un lmportant one

There wis no slgnature

Sweotwater, alfected to an extent he little
re

the letter,

expected, mled made his ex-
cugs o 1 landiord, and left the house.
Now la could s#e why he had not been al-
lowed to mnke hils usoless sacrifics, An-
cilier man than hilmeelf suspected Frederick,
and by a word could precipitate the doom
he alrendy hung too low above the
devoted head of Mr. Butherland's son to be
avarted.

“Yet I'll attempt that,
petuously from his lips,

Enw

im-
I can

too," bhurst
“1f T fall,

but go back with a knowledge of this added
Aangoer. It 1T anceeed, why I may still go
back From some person and from somo

complieations it Is useless to attempt Might.*

Returning to the elob house he had first
entered In his search for Caplain Watlles,
ho asked If that gentleman had yet come 1n,
This tiine he was answered by an affirmative,
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‘e will submit to mine,” retorted Bweel-

to the man who had told him thia
hand bim back this letter and

the messenger refuses to dellver

W 'irl  §
r wnit;
Lhnt
"

Thia brought the eaptain out, as ho had
fully expected It would,

SWhy, what—" begun that gentleman in a
furioiis rage.

But Sweetwater, laying hla hand on the
arm he knew to be so sensitive, rose on tip-
tos and managed to whisper In the angry
man's ear:

“You daro a card sharp, and it will be easy
enough ruin you, Threaten Proderick
Sutheriund and In two weesks you will be
boyootted by every club in this clty, Twenty-
flve hundred dollars won't pay you for that.”

This from n nondescript fellow with no
gralne of o gentleman about him In form,
feature or apparel! The eaptain stared non-
plussad, too mnuch taken aback o be oven
ANgry.

Suddenly ho cried:

“How do you know all this? How do you
know what is or I8 not In the letter 1 gave
you?"

Sweotwater, with a shrug that in its quiet
slgnifieance seemed to make him at once the
equal of hig Interrogator, quletly pressed the
auivering linyd under his bhand and calmly
replivd

“1 know because I have read it Before
I put my head into the lon's mouth T think
it only proper to mensure ita {'{lilﬂ-‘ll.‘"-"
And Hfting his hand he drew back, leayving
the eaptaln reeling,

SWhint Is your name? Who are
shouted out Wattlea ne Bweetwaler
Arawing off.

It was tha third time bhe had been askeod
that question within twenty-four hours, but
not before with this telllug emphasis. “*Who
are you, 1 say, and what can you do to
me?"

“1 am— But that is an insigniflicant de-
tall unworthy of wour curiosity. As to
what 1 can do, walt and see. But firet
burn that lettep."”

And turning his back he fled out of the
bullding, followed by oaths which, I not
loud, were certainly decp nnd far-reaching.

It was the first time Captain Wattles had
mel his mateh In audaclty,

you "
wWns

CHAPTER XXX.

On his way to the depot Sweetwater went
Into the Herald office and bought a morning
paper. At the statlon he opened it. There
was one column devoted to the wreck of the
Mesper, and a whole hall page to the pro-
coedings of the third day’s Inquiry Into the
cause and manner of Agatha Webh's death.
Merely noting that his name was mentioned
among the lost, In the first article, he began
to rend the latter with justifiable eagernoss.
The assurance glven '‘n Captain ‘Wattles'
letter was drue. No lirect susplelon had na
vet fallen on Frederick, As the lover of
Amnbel Page bils name wins necessarlly men-
tioned, but nelther in the necount of the in-
quest or In the editorinls on the subject
could he find any proof that either the public
or pollce had got hold of the great idea that
he was the man who. had preceded Amabel
to Agntha's cottnge. Relleved on this score,
he entered more fully into the particulars
and found that though the jury had sat three
days, very little more had ecome to light
thanh was known on the morning he made
that beld dash Into the Hesper. Most of
the witnesses had glven in their testimony,
Amahel's being the chief, and though no
open accusntion had been made, it was evi-
dent from the trend of the question put to
the latter that Amabel’s connection with the
affalr was looked upon as criminal and as
placing her in & very susplelous light, Her
replies, however, as under a similar but
formal examination, falled to convey
any recognition on her part elther of this
suspicion or of her own position; yet they
were not exaetly frank, and Swectwater saw,
or thought he saw (naturally failing to have
a key to the sltuntion), that she was still
working upon her old plan of saving both
hersel! and Frederlek by throwing whatever
susplelon her words might ralse upon the
deceased Zabel, Hpe did not know, and per-
haps It was just as well that he did not at
this especinl juncture, that she was only
biding her time—now very nearly at hand—
and that fostead of loving Frederick, she
hated him, and was determined upon hls
destruction. Reading, 88 o final ¢lause, that
Mr, SButherlnnd was expected to testify soon
In explunation of his position as execcutor of
Mrs, Webb's will, Swectwater grew very
serlous, and, while no change took place In
his mind as to his pregent duty, he decided
that his return must be as unobtrusive as
possible, and his only too timely reappear-
ance on the scene of the Inguiry kept secret
ti1l Mr., Sutherland hnd given his evidence
and retired from under the eyes of his ex-
cited fellow cltizens.

“Tha sight of me might unnerve him,"
wins Sweetwater's thought, “precipitating
the very catustrophe we dread. One look,
one word on hls part Indlcative of his inner
apprehensions that his son bad a hand in
the erime which has so benefited him, and
nothing can save Frederlck from the charge
of murder. Not Knapp's akill, my silence
or Amwbel's Anesse, The young man will
be lost.'

He did not know, as we do, that Amahel's
finesse wis devoted to wiuning a husband
for horeelf, and that, in the event of fallure,
the ncotion she threatened agalnst her quon-
dam lover would be preciplinted that wery
day ut the moment when the clock struck 12,

Sweetwalter arrived home by the way of
Portchester, He had seen one or two per-
sona he knew, but, so far, had escapod rec-
ognition. The morning light was dimly
breaklng when he stole into the outskirts
of Sutherlandlown and began to descend the
hill. As he pnssed Mr, Hallnday's house
he looked up, and was astonlshed to sce a
Hght burping In one deeply embowernd
window. Alns! he 4ld not know how early
one pnxious beart woke during these troub-
lous days, The Sutherland house was
dark, bul as he crept very close under |is
ovorhapging eaves he heard a deep sigh ut-
tered over hls head, and knew that some one
was up here also In anxious expectation of
a day that held more than even he antiel~
pated,

Moeanwhile, the sea grew rosy, uand the
mother's cottnge wins as yet far off. Hurry-
Ing on, he came at last under the eye of
more than one of the early risers of Suther-
landtown.

“What, Sweotwater!
Hey, Sweelwaler, we
the Hesper!"

“Halloo! Home i time to see the pretty
Amabel arrested!”™  Phrases Hke these met
him at more than one corner; but he eluded
them all, stopplng only to put cne hesitat-
Ing guestlon. Was bl mother well?

Home fears had awakened within him at
his near approach to that humble coltage
door.

less

Alive and well?
thought you lost on

CHMAPTER XA\,
Had Datsy Lived,
It was the last day of the Ilnquest, and
to many it bade fair to be the least in-
teresting. All the witnesses who had any-

THE OMAIIA

thing to ghy had long ago given in  thelr
testimony, and when at or fear noon Swed
water «lld into the Inconspleuous seat he
had succeeded In obtalning near the coro
ner, B was 10 find In two faces only any
algns of eagerness and expeciancy thut fille
his own breast to suffoontion. Bul as these
facen weres those of Agnes Halliday and
Amabel Pags, he eoon recognired that his
own Judgment wis not st fauii, and that
notwibstanding outward appéaruhces and
| the lapguid interest shown in the now lag-
!t.'ﬂ:l: procecdings, the moment presaged an
| event full of unseen butl vilal consequonoe
|  Frederick was not visible in the great
| hall; but that he was near at hand soon
bocame evident from the change Sweasl-
!lm!(-r now saw In Amabel. For while sho
| had hitherto sat under the universal gaze
with only the falnt smile of consclons beauty
on her Inscrulable features, shio roused o8
the hands of the clock moved toward nobn
and ginnced at the gront door of entrance
with an evll expectanhcy that startled even
Swoetwater, 8o Jittle hiad he really unider

stood the nature of the passions laboring in
that venomousd bireast.

Next moment the door opened, and Fred-
erlck and hie father cime In. The sir of
triumphant satisfaction with which Amahel
sank back Into her seat was as marked in
Its charneter nk her previous suspenso. What
did it tean? Sweetwater, noting it, and
the vivid cottrast it offered to Frederiok's
air of depression, felt that his return had
béen well timed,

Mr. Sutherland was looking very feable.
A8 he took the chalr offered him, the
change in his appearance was apparent
all who knew him, and there were few thera
awho (i1 not know him. And etariled by

these evidenccs of suffering which they
colld not understand, moroe than one de-
vated friend stole uneasy glanees nt Fred-

erick to see If he, too, were under the cloud
which seemed to envelop his father almost
beyong recognition.

But Frederick was looking at Amabel,
and his erect hend and determined
made hin a conaspicuous figure In the room,
8he who had caled up this expression and
nlone comprehended 1t fully, smiled as she
mot his oye, with that curious slow dipping
of her dlmples which had more than once
confounded the coroner, and rendered her
at once the admiration and abhorrence of
the erowd who for so long a time had had
the opportanity of watching her.

Frederick, to whom this smlile conveyed
a lust hope, ne well o8 a last threat, looked
RWILY O3 800N A5 possible, but not before her
eyes had fallen in thelr old, lnquiring way
to his hands, from which he had removeld
the ring which up to this hour he had In-
variably worn on lis third finger. In this
glnnee of hors and this action of his began
the strugile that was to make that day
memorable In many hearis,

After the first stir oceasloned by the en-
trance of two such Important persons and
poesibly witnesses, the crowd settied back
into Its old quiectude under the coroner's
hand, A tedious witness wns having his
slow say, and to him a full attentlon was
being given in the hope that some real en-
lightenment would come at last to settle the
questions which had been raised by Ama-
bel's Incomplete and unsatisfactory testi-
mony. But no man ean furnish what he
does not posgess, and the few final minutes
before noop passed by without any addition
to the facts which had alreéady been pre-
sented for general consideration,

As the witness sat down the clock began
to strike. As the siow, hesitating strokes
rang out, Sweetwater saw Frederick yleld
to a sudden bhut most profound emotlon. The
old fear, which we understand, If Sweostwater
did not, had again seized the victim of
Amabel's ambition, and under her eye,
which was blazing full upon him now with
a fell and steady purpose, he found his
right hand stealing toward the left in the
glgnlficant action she expected, Better to
yleld than fall headlong into the pit one
word of hers could open. He hud not
meant to yleld, but now that the moment
had come, now thai he must at once and
forever choose between @ course that led
simply to personal unhappiness and one that
Involved not only himself, but those dearest
to him, in disgrace and sorrow, he felt him-
golf weaken to the point of eclutéhing at
whatever would save him from the conse-
quenves of confession. Moral strength and
that tenacity of purpose which only comes
from vyears of self-control were too lately
awakened In his breast to sustain him now,
As stroke after stroke fell on his ear, he felt
himselt ylelding beyond recovery, and had
almost touched his finger in the significant
action of assent which Amabel awanited with
breathloss expectation, when, was it a mira-
cle or only the suggestion of his better na-
ture, the memory of a face full of holy
pleading rose from the past before his eves
and with an inner cry of “mother’” he threw
his hand out and elutched his father's arm
in & way to break the charm of his own
dread and end forever the effects of the
intolerable fascination that was worklog
upon him. Next minute the last stroke rang.
out and the hour was up which Amabel had
set a8 the limit of her silence.

A pause, which to their two hearts If to
no others seemed strangely appropriate, fol-
lowed the cessatlon of these sounds, then
the witnoss was dismissed, and Amabel, tal-
{ng advantage of the movement, was about to
lean toward Mr. Courtney, when Frederick,
jeaping with a bound to his feet, drew, all
eyes toward himself with the cry:

“I,et ma be put on my oath.
testimony to give of the utmost
tance in this case.”

The coroner woas astounded; every one

wns astounded. No one had expected any-
thing from him, and Instinctively overy eye
turned towards Amabel to see how she was
affected by his actlon,
i Strangely, evidently, for the look with
which she gettled back in her seat was one
which no one who saw it ever forgot, though
it conveyed no hint of her real feelings,
which were somewhat chaotie, I must own.

Prederick, who had forgotten her, now
that he had made up his mind to speak,
walted for the coroner's reply.

“1f you have testimony,' sald that gentle-
man after exchanging a few hurrled words
with Mr, Courtney aud the surprised Knapp,
“you can do no better than give it to ua at
once, Mr, Trederick Sutherland will you
tuke the stand?"

With a noble alp, from which all hesita-
tion had vanlshed, Frederlek started towards
tho place Indicated, but stopped before le
had taken a half-dozen steps and glanced
back nt his father, who was visibly suc-
cumbing to this last shock,

“Go!” he whispered, but in so thrilllng
a tone It was heard to the remotest eorner
of the room, “Spare me the angulsh of
gaying what T have to say in your presence.
1 could not bear It, You could not bear It.
Later, if you will wait for me In one of
thess rooms, I will repeat my tale in your
eard, but go now. It 8 my last entreaty."

There was a silence; no one ventured a
dissent, no one so much as made o gesiure
of disapproval. Then Mp, Sutherland
struggled to his feet, cast one last look
around him and disappeared through s door
which bad opened like magle before him.
Then and not till then did Frederick move
forward,

The moment was Intense, The <oroner
secmed to share the universal excitement,
for his first question was a leading one and
brought out this startling admission:

“1 have obtruded myself Into this inquiry
and now ask to be heard by this Jury, be-
causs po man knows more than [ do of the
manner and cause of Agetha Webl's death.
This you will belleve when 1 tell you that
1 was the person Miss Page followed into
il\h‘s Webbh's house and whom she heard
| descend the stalrs during the moment she
orouched behind the flgure of the eleeping
Philemon.™

It 'was more, infinliely more, than any ona
there liad expected. It was not only an
| scknowledgment but a copfesslon, and the
shook, the surprise, the slarm, even, which

nEpoect

I have
impor-

to |

IF: SUNDAY, MAY

it

had much confidence In thig young man’'s
virtue most appalling In ite Intensity,
Hnd s | 0 eonsclousness for
Mr i's noar presonce the feeling
woul risén to outhrenk, and many
voleed were held In lection by the re-
membrante of this + o] mian's last Jook
tha wle vouldl have made themselves
heard In desplte of tho restrictions of the
place and the authority of the pollee

Ta Frodorlek ft was a moment bf Immeass
urable grief and humiliation. On every face,
in ov irinking form, lu subdued mur-
mi aoon orles, he read wtant and
complete condemnation, and ¥yel in all his
life, Trom Pboyhood up to this hour, unever
had he been so worthy of thelr esteem and
consideration. Put though he felt the [ron
enter his soul, he 410 neot lose lWis deters
mined athlvody He hid olworved a chahge
In Amnabel and n ehange In Agnes, and if
only 1o disappoint the vile triumph of the
otic and ralse again 1hi !‘.'-\r-;-::'L; COUrage
of the other, he withstood the c¢lamor and
began speaking again before the <¢oroner
had bispn able (o fully restore quiet.

“T know.' sald he what this acknowls
| edgment munt convey to the minde of the
jury and people hero assembled.  But if any |
one who lletens to me
the deitth 1 was so unfortunnte hs to have
witnessed, he will be doing me n groat wrotig
| which Agaths Webb woulkl be the first to
conflemn.  Dr Talbot, and yott, gentlemen
af the jury, in the face of God and man I
hore declare that Mes, Webb, in my pres-

ence and before my oyed, gave 1o hereplf the
blow which has robbed ve gll of A most valu-
ablo Hfe. She was not murdered.”

It wns n solemn assertion, but 1t falled to
copvinee the erowd before him. As by one
and women broke Intd tumult,
wis forgotten and erles of
whg  ton  good. 1t's  all
wretched He!" broke In un-
fralned exeitement from every part of
the large room, In valn the coroner smote
withh his gavel: in valn the locul pollee en-
deavored to restore order; the tide was up
evervthing for an Instant till

men
Stitherland
She
onlumny! A

UNever!

and overswept
stlonce wan 4
of Amabel smoothing out the folis of her
crigp white frock with an Incredulous, almost
insulting, #mile that at once fixed attentlon
agiin on Frederick. He selzed the eccnslon
and epoke up in 4 tone of great resolvo,

“1 hove mads an assertion,'’ sald he. “be-
fore God and before this jury. To make it
geem n eredible one T elall have to tell my
drory from the begloping. Am 1 allowed Lo
do so, Mr, Coroner?"

“You are,” wos the firm response,

“Then, gentlemen,"” continued PFrederiek,
st without looking at Amabel, whose gmile
hind acquired a mockery that drew the eyes

of the jury toward her more than once
during the following reclital, *'vou know,
nnd the publie generally now know, that

Mrs, Weblb has left me the greater portion
of the money of which ghe died possessed,
I have never before acknowledged to any
one, not even to the good man who awaits
this jury's verdiet on the other side of that
door, that hiad reasons for this, good
rensons, reasons which up te the very even-
ing of her denath 1 was myself ignorant of,
ng I was lgnorant of her inteptlons in my
regard or that it was the specinl object of
her atteution, or that we were under any
mutual obligations In any way. Why, then,
I should have thought of golng to her in the

day, 1 c¢an hardly say. I knew she had
money In hHer house; this T had unhappily
been made acqualnted with In an aceldental
way, and I Knew she was of Kindly disposi-
tion and quite capable of doing a very un-
selfish act. Still, this would not seem to be
reason enough for mo to Intrude upon her
late at night with a plea for o large loan of
money had I not been In a desperate condi-
tion of mind, which made any attempt seem
rensonable that promised rellef from the
unendurable burden of a pressing nnd dis-
reputable debt, 1 was ohliged to have
money, a great deal of money, and I had Lo
have it at once; and while T know this will
not serve to lighten the susplclon 1 have
brought upen myself by my late admlissions,
it I the only explanation I can give you for
leaving the ball at my father's house and
hurrying down gecretly and alone Into town
ta the little cotthge where, as T had been
told early In the ¢venlng, a smull enter-
talnment was being given, which would in-
stire Its belng open even at sp late an hour
as midnight, Miss Page, whe will, T am
sire, pardon the Introduction of her name
fnto this narrative, has taken palns to de-
clare to vou that in the expedition she her-
s0lf made into town that evening, she fol-
lowed some person’s steps down hill.  This
{8 very llkely true, and those steps were
probably mine, for after leaving the house
by the garden door, I came directly down
the maln rand to the corner of the lane run-
ning past Mrs. Webh's coltage. Having inl-
ready seen from the hillside the light burn-

groat, stralt in which I found myself on that

i

| ering.

asloned sven in thees wha had nover ! ing more despernte in mind than a sollen

intentlon of having my own way abott this
motey, 1 1fted the laleh of the front door
and stepped in.

“1 had expected to find a jovial group of
felends In Ber little ground parlor, or At
leagt the sotind of merry volces and laughter
in the rooma above. but no sounds of any
port awalted me; Indeed, the house secmed
giraneely silent for one o fully lighted, and,
nstonlahed at I pushed Lhe doof ajar
at my left and looked in. An unexpected
and piiiful sight awaited me, Beated at a
thble #ot with abundance of untasted food
I eaw the master of 1o house with his hean
gunk forward on his arms, asleop The
expected guests had falled to arrive and he
tired out with waiting, had fallen Into &
doze at the board

this

This wag s oondition of things for which
I was not prepared. Mre. Webd, whom 1
wighed to see, was probably upstnirs, ana
while 1 might summon her by a sturdy rap
on the door, beside which 1 stood, 1 had o
Hitle desire to wake her husband, of whose
monial condition 1 was well aware, that 1}
could not bring myself to make any loud
nolge within his Gearing, Yot T hnd not
tho courage to relreat. All my hope of re.

thinka mo gullty of | lef from the many difficulties that menacen

mo Iay In the generosity of this great
hearted woman and if out of pusillanimity 1
let this hour go by without making my ap-
peal, nothing but shiame and dlsasicr
awalted me. Yot how could I hope to lire
hor down stairs without nolse. 1 could not
and go yleldiog to the impulse of the mo-
moent, without any reallzation, 1 here sweny,
of the effect which my unexpected presence
would have on the noble woman overhead, 1
slipped up the narrow staircase and cateh-
Ing at that moment the mound of her volee
calllng out to Batsy, 1 stepped up to the
door I saw standing open before me and
confronted her before ehe eould move from
the table befors which she was slttiog
counting over a large roll of money.

My look (and It was doubtlese not 4 com-
mon look, for the slght of a muss of money
at that moment, when money wWas  every-

ddenly reatored hy tho sight | ihing to me, roused every lurking demon in

my breast) seemed to appall, It it did not
frighten her, for she rose, and meeting my
eye with a gaze in which shock and some
strange and polgnant agony totally incom-
prohensible {0 me were sirangely blended,
ghe erled out,

“No, no, Frederick! You don't know
what you are dolng. It you want my
money, take It; if you want my life, T will
give it to you with my own hand, Don't
stain yours—{don't—"

I did not understand her. I did not know
until I thought it over aflerward that my
hand was thrust convulsively Into my breast
in o way which, taken with my wild mien,
made me look as if T had come to murder
her for the money over which she wans hov-
1 was blind, deal to everything but
thiat money, and bending madly forward in
4 swte of mental Intoxleation awful enough
for me to remember now, I answered her
frenzied words by some such broken ex-
c¢lamations as these:

“Give then! T want hundroeds—thousands
—mnow, now, to save myself! Disgrace,
ghame, prison await me if I don't have
them. Give, glve!” And my hand went
out toward It, not toward her; but she mis-
took the actlon, mistook my purpose, and,
with & heartbroken cry, to &ave mo, me,
from crime, the worst of which humanlity is
capable, she caught up a dngger lying only
too near her hand in the open drawer
against which she leaned and In a moment
of fathomless anguish which we who can
never know more than the outward seeming
of her 1ife can hardly measure, plunged
against it—I can tell you no more, Her
blood and Batsy's shriek from the adjoin-
Ing room swum through my consclousness
and then she fell, as T supposed, dead upon
the floor, and I, in scarcely better case, fell
also.

“This, as God 1lves, Is the truth concern-
ing the wound found in the hbreast of this
never-to-be-forgotten woman."

The feeling, the pathos, the anguish even,
to be found in his tones made this story,
strange and incredible as it seemed, appear
for the moment plausible.

“And Batsy?'" asked the coroner,

“Must have fallen when we did, for I never

heard Qer volee after the first scream. But
1 ghall speak of her again. What I must
now explaln 4s how the money in Mre

Webb'a drawer came Into my possession,
and how the dagger she had planted In her
breast came to be found on the lawn out-
alde. When 1 came to myself, and that must
have been very soon, I found that the blow
I had 'been such n horrified witness to had
not yet proved fatal. The eyes 1 had seen
close, nus I had supposed, forever, wero now
open, and she was looking at me with a
smile that has never left my memory, and
never will.

unknown to that good man from

theen worda, thin action of hers, seem In but hereell

crodible to you, &ir Alas' alns! they will [ whom it ¢an no longer e kept hidden,
not when 1 tell you and bore he east one | Agaths Webh was my mothor. [ am Phile-
anxioys, deepiv anxlons glance at tha room | mon's son, and Aol the oftapring of Charles
in which Mr. Sutherland was hidden—"that }and Mariotta Sutheriand!

unknown to me, (To be Continued.)

unknown (o any one living |
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