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Govarnment Ownership and Oontrol of Ar-l
kaneas Hot Springs,

DETAILS ABOUT  THEIR MANAG[MENT

History of Thelr Acguisition hy the |
Antlion=A Government Monopoly
that Has Proven n Good
Thing.

Through the movement inaugarated by the
Interfor depattment at Washington o coy
rect cerlain practices at the Hot Springs of
Arkaneas, widespread attention has been at
tracted to thal resort and many ingquiries are
being made as Lo the authority the govern
ment exerclees over AL

Viery little has been published on this
subject through the channels of gencral in-
formation and many are learning for the
fitst thine that the government hns direet
interest In the Hot  Eprings That the
United States owng, controls and endorses
the wonderful Hot Bprings that issue from
the side of 0 mountuwin down In the Oxarks
of Arkangas and has A large mountain peser-
vatlon around tham, on which Il has spent
hundreds of thousands of dollars improving
and beautifying, will be nows L0 a great
majority of readers,

The discovery and history of the springs
and thelr apquisition by the government
I8 an interesting chapter in the progress
and development of the western country.
The firet mention of them in history appears
in the diary of one of the members of De
Sota's exploration party, which relates that
they spent a part of the winter of 1541 and
1642 in camp at some hot lakes ar pools.
Historlans (o tracing the route of De Sotos
expedition lecate the point at which he dis-
covered and crossed  the Missiesippl at
lower Chickasaw Bluffs the fall previous
and his subsequent wanderings would have
brought him into this vieinity for hls win-
ter camp, They are not again heard of in
history until the vear 1800, when they were
visited by a party of French trappers. They
built gome cabins of split boards and logs
and made the springs their headguarters
while they trapped and hunted in the
neighboring streams and mountains. They
wore the first whites to nse the springs
to bathe in for the cure of ailmenis,

That the Indiape made use of the hot
waters from time Immemorial for the treat-
ment of thelr sick there Is every Indlcation.
The Indlane who dwelt in this vicinity at
the time of the digcovery of the springs so
testifed and it was furthermore apparent
from the numerous camps in the surround-
ing mountains. They bathed in the pools
of hot water formed in the bed of the
creek and had a name for the hot waters
and thelr arisings vapors which slgnifled
“hreath of heallng.'

Testing the Wnaterns,

Snon after the Loulsiana purchase by
Thomig Jefferson in 1804 he sent the @x-
ploring party of Hunter and Dunbar to
Hot Springs for the purpose of examining
the hot waters and ascertalning If any one
was in possession with a view 1o their ac-
quisition at that early date by the govern-
ment, They found the cabins above Te-
ferred to but no one In possession. They
took the temperature and made analysis of
e waters and extensive surveys of the
surrounding mountains. Thelr report was
published by Willlam Fiaher in the year
1513, in the same volume with that of Lewis
and Clark, from which these facts are
taken.

The government took no action looking to
ownership of the springs at this time. Sub-
sequently they were claimed hy individ-
uials who came and took possession of the
cabins.,

The first visitors cume to the springs to
take the baths in the years 1510 and 1811,
but the year 1812 brought a still larger
number, who ¢came to keep out of the army
and aveld the troubles of the war with
Great Britain, In 1514 there were about
thirty cabins In the valley. In 1828 these
had dwindled to half & dozen, but not a
single Inhabitant,

In the year 1832, by act of congress, the
springs, with four sectlons of land around
them, were set apart as '‘a national sani-
tarlum and park for all time'" and were
“dedlcated to the people of the United
States to bhe forever [free from sale  or
allenatlon,” so the act reads. From this
time on (he number of visltors Increased
rapidly until the present time they number
about 60,000 anpually, and Hot Springs has
o permanent population of 15,000, all of
whom make thelr Uving directly or indi-
rectly from those who patronize the springs,

The hot springs number seventy-two all
told, which Is8sue from the western slope
of Hot Bprings mountain, and are confined
1o i tract about ten acres in extent, The
temperature of the springs has a range of
from 96 to 157 degrees Fuarenhelt, with an
average temperature for all of the springs
of 146 degrees, and the volume discharged
every twenty-four houra I8 very nearly
1,000,000 gallonz. They flow from the earth
from the bed of the creek to a distance
of 200 feet up the slape of the mountaln,

A Government Monovoly,

The government holds the exclusive mo-
nopoly of the hot wuters, It owns the moun-
talnsg from which ey flow and the three
olther mountains which enclose the valley.
Thus controlllog not only the springs them-
selves, but all approaches to them, thereby
assuring thelr benefit to all allke and pre-
venting them from falling into the hands of
Individuals or corporations who might use
em to the delriment or extortlon of suf-
fering humanity,

The conduct of the springs I8 vested In
the Department of the Interior and they
ire under the lmmediate control of a resi-
deot superintendent, appointed by the sec-
relary of the interior, who executes the
rules of the department regarding thelr
conduct and has direct charge of the vast
systemr of improvements which has heen
Boing on for the last ten years and which
will require as many more to complete, In
faot, the lmprovement and adornment of the
repervation will never cease, a8 congress
bas decreed that all the locome derived
from the hot water and rental privileges
shull be expended for this purpose,

The mode of operation of the governmont
Is as followe: The tweniy-four bhath houses
pay at the rate of $30 per tub per year for
the use of the hot water. There are all
told 6%0 tubs payiog this rental, which pro-
vides a substantinl income to the govern-
ment,  Apother source of ‘dpcome has been
from the eale aof elty lots which the gov-
ernment originally reserved,

The authority of the United States doeas
not stop with the lease of the hot water
privileges. It Nixes the price of the baths
at the dlfferent bathing cstablishments and
algo (he attendants’ fees and presoribes rules
for thelr conduct The prices of baths are
fixed 4t from 83 1o $10 per couree of Lwenty-
one, according to the pdations af-
forded by the bath houses, and no devintion
{8 permitted In either way from these prices,
80 Lthat no extortion or Injustice li poasible,
The bathiog capacity at Hot Springs Is
now 8,000 dally, which can be Increéased Lo
15008 without exhausting the fHow of hot
water. The tolal pumber of baths admin-
jstered during the year just closed was O0S,-
ORT.

The bath housés present o greal variety,
both o archhiweture and appolotment.
They have been erected at a cot varying |
from $16.000 to $60.000, some very humble :
in appointment, while others reach u point |
of luxury and convenience thut Is probabtdy
not surpassed, Those situgted upon the
reservatlon form what I8 known as "“Hatb |
House How.' In front of i\bhese is a broad
parkway, which contalus a lusurious growis
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