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DAY OF DAYS IN BETHLEREN

Artist Tissot Writes of His Visita to the
Birthplaos of Christ.

HOW THE CITY APPEARS TODAY

Explanation of the Presence of Shep-
herdn In the Flelds, the Coming
of the Mag! and the Galds
ing Star.

When I left Paria in October, 1886, it was
to go to Palestine, there o come into per-
monal oontact with those spots sanctified by
the presence of the Savior when He trod
the earth.

1 went ta Jerusalem and saw that Via
Dolorosa along which He made His weary

the Desert, where St. John dwsll; on the
enst Belt-Bahour rimes from the little hill
whore Ruth gleaned the ears of grain In
the fitlds of Boaz, while beyond cam be
nesn tho several stony hille called the
Wilderness. Etill further to *he east the
rocks of Mount Moab stretoch along like a
wall, the base of which Is bathed by the
waters of the Dead sea. On the south
Mount Herodlon forms a regular cone, on
the summ# of which a few ruins Indlcate
the site of the castle of Herod. It was
htre that the tetrarch was interred and
later the Crusaders ralsed defensive works;
hence itsa more modern appellation of the
Hill of the Franks.
Piace of the Nativity.

The grottosa of the Nativiy are a series
of natural caves, extending for a conslder-
able distance In the mountains, forming
chambers connectsd with each other, As &
matter of fact shepherds watching thelr
flocks from the hilla avall themselves of
these ahelters in cold or bad weather and
it was fn them that Mary and Joseph, find-
ing mo place in the caravansary, decided lo
take refuge.

mals—ao ox and an ass. However that may
be, Mary found something there to serve the '
purpose of a crib in whiach o lay her new-
born child, This orib, or manger as it Is
generally called, ls now presarved In the
Churoh of Santa-Marin-Naggiore st Rome,
where It |s visited and veneratod by numer-
ous pligrims, !
The place rendered sacred by the birth of
the Savior, oaturally, has been a goal of
pligrimage to many thousands besides my-
#elf. The sarly Christlans fNocked to it In
orowds. After the revolt of the Jews under
Bar-Cochba the Emporor Hadrian bhad a
temple to Jupiter srected on the Mount of
Olives, on the very scene of the ascenslon;
& temple to Venus on Golgotha, and one to
Adonis above the grottos of Bethlehem.
These three temples remalned standing for
180 years, thus providentially attesting the

Please receive it as a

Wherever This Paper Goes

MEGEATH STATIONERY CO.

personal call, bearing A MOSt COI’dial IHVitation

To visit our store either early in the morning, at noon or in the evening,

APPROPRIATE HOLIDAY PRESENTS

Christmas comes apace—don't let it catch you napping,

way toward Calvary. 1 saw Calvary Itself
and all the sacred spots In the neighborhood,
Oothsemnne and I(ts garden, Bethany and
fts tomb. But 1 ressarved for Chrietmas

Duplicate Whist Sets — Kalamazoo
method, Paine’s meth-
M.Bh?iﬂtrayu ..... v Foean “tﬂ’?

Don't confound these with cheap editions—thoy Haskell Dole. our ex-ministor to Persia
are all printed en good paper and have durable § 4nd translator of the Rubaiyat of Omar

my visit to Bethlehem, that little spot dea- Kh
tined to Immortality because of the birth 0 01\ ltbrlry bludln‘b C'lR:r\rngEnFR(‘I-R\(‘lh ----- 1 ..... .88
of the Savier within #ts confines, ne—The newest and most popu- E:JCL?::' Ll.f. '.IL“'""" $8 00 . the play "em" not 1.1
On the day befors Christmas, aecom- lar parlor outfit—ten fas- e TTON, BYR: i s rivias v $B 00 WAR OF 1808, by Rionasd Hariise Daviers  $1 08
panied by the French consul, 1 departed olnati board sa 50 o i o St
y ) par Dg games on one L A Buokram BInding .......coc00000. ceeniases $192 00

MeCAULEY Riatory of Buogland, § vols....  §] 2 FINE STATIONERY

McCARTHY, Ristory of Our Own Times.... We carry a complete line of Hurd's and Crane's
Orewell's Fine Library Bdition, 4 vole...... $5 00 fine correspondence papers. In our stock you can find
DMBRSON'S BSSAYS, 2 vols, library sixs BOc all_the latest sizos and tints. I

from Jerusalem toward Bethlehem, resolved
to see that place and Its sanctified grotto om
the anniversary of the very night when
Jesus the Chriet Arst opened His eyes upon

Combination Carom and Crokinole
Boards—two of the nicest of par-
lor games—two

54 b4 Staasada s LS TR ERERERR TR VLYY VY V)
§ FOBS' POEMS .oooooovvivnneniininss $1 98
lefary Sets OMAR, THE TENTMAKER, by Nathan

Mo b ity ekl e styles of finish........ $3 And $3 80 ¢ GEORGE ELLIOTT, 6 vols. ..vvvevnnerren  $2 80 We also havo It boved fu noat auitable boxes for
I could not have chosen & more unfortunate Poker Sets—Neat and new .ty[e' § H?S;.E:;:::eslr‘hpx.:o?;:uam 39 vols,, T8 ' 3:1;::1 aloutl‘r;u:‘:‘1|‘t:‘!rr)“;::lr.‘q: }il::-ﬂ“ UL BADSE_With e
time. As we were on our way I notlced : ’ 8 seerevensecee L Seals, with engraved initianla, fancy colored sealing
great crowds of people of every nation on odd ldeas for holding chips ’ PLUTARCH'S LIVES, 8 volf.ciiiririiinns $2 00 & wax, ete, ln largs varlety,

HUGO, 6 vols, Crowell's Library Edition.. $5 50 ¢ Careful attention paid to card engraving, hersldio

and cards—compact and orna-
tho face of the globs burrying o the same mental when not in use . 35c to 312 4 crosts, monogrames and evpher dies.

direction, anxlously, eagerly, as it they » +
! feared to miss some part of an exhibition. G.m Counters == Whiﬂt, Beliquﬁ $ BIBLES :{
We arrived in Bethlehem and through the and other games, a nice assortment In » Genuine Bagster, flexible Morocco, concord- 4 FOUNTAIN PENS
fnfluence of the consul were permitted to metal, wood, cellulold, bone ance, maps, lllustrations, heips, etc ...... §1 50 7  We carry a complate line o f Waterman's Famous
pass the night in the very grotte In which novel designs out this year.... In addition to the above we have the largest asort- & Fontain Pens—undonbtedis the best and monat durable
the Christ was born. and leathor—thers are some 2OC 0 $3 ment of bibles in the city ranging {n price from 80 '3 o U';”‘h" ;’“‘fk*’v We citn sult anycne with s
e ) o cents to seventeen dollars. ® and will exchange after Xmag If the pen don’t sult the
= w::::; -:n;-:o.r:::-: R Wriﬂng Sets — Comprlmng ink & band, They range In price from $1.50 to $6.00.
stand, blotter, calendar and PELOUBETS NOTEB for 1880 ......cevves @ <
ﬁ::::?:?ﬁh:mp‘:lc? l::(;:s':: p::;n::u;u:ﬁz: . uek-—ﬂnll.hoﬂ .in lslthtr..SI. 50to sa SIMON DALE, by the author of the Prisoner il <§> pERiODlCA[‘b
aside and see—they knew mot what, 1 was Standard Diaries for 1899—From of Zenda ....o..iiiiiiiiiian berveiae B 0 e Sl Eran 06 Of W hot” RN
@ magazines makes a most aceeptable Christmas Gift.
infinitely shocked, for it seemed to me that the vest pocket slze, 250, to SHREWSBURY, by the author of the Gen- @ We will tike your arder, gh-ﬁ;g you a recelpt, which

these thousands lacked all reverence for this,
the hollest place on earth to a belleving
Christian, I had hoped, burying myself in
refledtion upon the wondrous Nativity, to
pass the night in prayer and meditation. I
hardly dared to do more than peep at the
place In which the Virgin had borne the
world's Redeemer—but these people, this

tloman of France ...cociviiiiiiiisesininss $1 10 4 you can pit on the Xuwas treg, and we will do the rest.
2 All the late perlodicals can be found on our coume
78c & tora. The Christmias mumbers of the Pletorial Maga-

the large eounting size at....

$3.00 §

Albums for Kodak Pictures—An en-

Sienkiewicz’s Famous Historical Novels—
tirely new lot just recelved £
(!

Fire and Sword, 1 vol.........

t, tlnes are fAner this year than ever before, and all the
The Deluge, 2 vol.....cocvevrsnnennss cene 7Bc & supplements are things of beauty,

Pan Michael, 1 volicisursrnorarnsasnnsanes 78¢ We have an ondless llat of artlcles that are pecu-

Quo Vadls, 1 voliiuuiiiioiirannanes e 78 Harly anitable for mifts that space will not permit us

L)
e}

G.mes and B'OCRS—AS we wish to Or the filve vols., neatly BOXed ....esseses $3 50 ; to tell you about this time, but we cordially InvMe you
&

(1]
&)

from the manufacturers—
prices from ...ccocvvncasennons zsc to $‘“ %

gab, ApDesred Ao 185K All dente i close out this department we are givinga REMINGTON'S Frontier Sketches ......... 2 00 to cull and wee for yourself. \

QN 1 Woliited. Bow (308 My TRl discount of 60 to 10 per cent from the raguiar § MERRILL & BAKER'S Handy Vol Ciamics § ol Do Yy aaly st daYe ot a50 eur. Mok will DA

stood, how deeply they reveremced the prices and are itively l“lnf money on &  —20 titles, regular price 76c ........ 80c &  Remember vur prices are as low §. any one's, qual-

Saviour. T was glad when the night was every sale, but they must go before Christ- © A SERIES of 3-4 Levant Bindings, 80 titles g Ity of goods consfdored, and that all our goods are fitst
mas and we stand the jar. ? class. You will find no sec onda In our stook.

—rogular price, $2.60 ..........ci00inenns $1 o0
DREBDEN CLASSICS, 150 titles, white and
Z gold binding each vol.,, separately boxed,
4 per volume ...... abeilaeeee
ALL THE POETS, pooket sige, bound In

flexible lambskin, per volume ...........
ALL THE POBTS, in a new hollday edition

past; I would have made my escape at once
had It been poesible to pass threugh that
eurlous, pushing, ‘I'ng erowd. 1 deler- .
mined never to o to Bethlehem when #t THE ADORRATIO N OF THE MAGI.
was belng so polluted, S

The next year (1387) I agaln passed The particular place [n®i-s* : « s hidden by maseilve bulldings, is almost
Christmas eve In Palestine, but it was in | ®8 the exact birthplace of the Christ ls sit- Intact.
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the convent near Jerusalem, and there was
decp sentiment and holy reversnce. Never
can I forget the sermon preached in the

uated in the lov.or ph.l . «.
caves reached by two slopes now converted
into fllghta of stone steps.
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THE GROTTO OF THE NATIVITY AT BETHLEHEM.
1-Grotto of Nativity. 2—Altar of the Adoration of the Magl. 3—Manger in which
the Infant Jesus was born. 4—S8talrcase leanding from the Basilica to the Grotto., 5—
:\lri:t‘r“mnrl-?ln tthe spmtwher;t.!eaul wugnm. 6—8pring which gushed out at the
wiivity., 7—Entrance to subterranean chambers. -
sents the Hasilicy, which has been bullt & bove the (0!1};‘33 RUECR ofthe planiaich

ohapel by a truly devout priest of Him whom
be glorifled. 'What an inspiration in the
very soll on which the preacher atood!
What other subject could he choose but that
of the Christ? How his volce touched every
heart as with extended finger he sald: “A
stone's throw from here He was burlad. A
little further on He was crucified. Through
that olty He walked to His death. Just over
the hills He was taken prisoner after His
agony In the garden, and in that direction
({pointing toward Bethlehem) He first saw
tho Mght."
In the Virgin's Stepn.

The holy pleasurs of visiting Bethlehem
under proper conditions I enjoyed a short
time after my first unpleasant experlence. 1
followed the path which leads from Nazareth
to that town to which Mary and Joseph had
come @t that critical time in their career.
It 15 o walk of thres days from ope town
to the other, but #t ia worth far more than
the fatigue which must be endured to feel
that oue 1s walking in the very footsteps
of the Virgin.

Bothleen, or Bethlehem, is also known by
the Hebrew name of Euthrata. These
words mean the “House of Bread" and ‘'Lthe
land"” or “country.” It was indeed to be
& "Houee of Dread’” In a great and spiritual
sense after the birth of the Savior there,
The Arabs give it another name resembdling
the first, for they call it Bait-Lahen, or
the "“House of Meat." The town Itself dates
from most remote antiquity, Moses speaks
of it In the xxxvth chapter of Genesls In
connection with the birth of Benjamin,
which took place, he tells us, when his
parenta had but a little way to come
through Ethrath (wlich is the same aa
Bethlehem), Rachel dying Immediately
afterward,

When Palestine was conquered by Joshua,
Bethlehem, llke Jerusalem, was Inhabited

by the idolatrous Canaanites and in the
diviston of the conquered districts it fell to
the lot of the tribes of Juda,

The situation of Bethlehem i3 indecd most
beautiful. Bullt on the crest of the moun-
talns of Judea, about two leagues to the

south of Jerusalem, Its form is that of a
c¢rescent, one end of which is marked by
the Wells of David, the other by the Grottos
of the Nativity. Between the two horns of
the crescent strételes a fertile valley, the
Wady-el-Karoubeh, The descent of this
valley Is very stoep and resembles a clreus
with low parallel walls, which keep the
earth from sliding down, and have the form
of tier on tler of seats. This valley pre-
sents a charming appearance, clothed as it
fs with an abundant vegetation o which
vines, fig, ollve and almond trees abound,

The view from the top of the ascent is
bounded on the north by the hill of Mar-

Between the two sets of steps Is a slight
depression which tradition indlcates as the
#pot to which Mary retired when the divine
child was born. It was only after the birth
that she carried him a few paces to a more
commodious place, more sheltered from the
cold, where it was possible to glve the cave
something of the semblance of a room.

There, says the legend, were some ani-

I The Interior consists of five naves, divided

by rows of columns with Corinthlan capitals
which were probably taken from the ruins
of the Temple of Jerusalem, doubtless the
source of much of the material used in the
baelllcas of St, Helena, which were erected
in a very short space of time.

Presence of Shepherds Explained.

Many have wondered how it was possible
for the shepherds to be watching In the
open alr at the time when Christ was born.

altes of these venerated sanctuaries until
the time when St. Helana, mother of the
Emperor Constantine, replaced them with
basilicas In honor of Jesus Christ.

The basilica of Bethlehem |8 still standing
and with the exception of the facade, which " .
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The place where the shepherds were when
itha angels appeared to them s supposed to
bave been what is now called Beit-Bahour,
a word slgnifying “The Houee of the Bhep-
berds.” It ls surprising at first sight that
shepherds should be watching thelr flocks
In open alr at the time of the year set for
the nativity, for the cold must have been
intenee. It was, no doubt, to the end of
December that the account In holy writ
refers, hut the pastures were not vast graz-
ing grounds where the sheep were gatherea
together in thousands from every direction,
but mere local flelds where each shepherd
itended his own little group of animals, nnd
‘there ia nothing in this to surprise any one
famillar with the customs of the east

After the December ralns are over the
grass begins to grow again and the flowers
reappear. The severity of the winter varies
very much and some especlally filne days
occur, even in the very theart of the cold
season, when the shepherds of Bethlehem
would go down Into the plaln with thelr
flocks, as the Arabe do now In good eeason.

The gospels tell us that when the shep-
bherds were surprised by the angels they
were "ablding in the felds, keeping watch
over their flocks by night." The night was
always divided Into three so-called watches.
The shepherds changed guards every three
hours during the short night of the sum-
mer and every four hours during the longer
nights of the winter. In the latter case the
first watch ended at 10 and the second at
2, while the third Fasted till daybreak. The
shepherds on guard gathered round the
campfire while walting their turn to rest
and It must have been to those thus wait-
ing that the angels appeared. They no doubt
wakened thelr comradez to tell them the
wonderful news and afterwards all went
together to Bethlehem, where they found
and worshiped the Holy Chlld,

The other personages mentioned in scrip-
ture In connection with the birth of Jesus
are the Magl. Magl or soothsayers are
mentloned in the book of Danlel as being

¥ = i
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In the service of King Nebuchadnezzar.
They studied astronomy and Interpreted
dreams. Those referred to In the gospels
peem to have been not only wise men, but
kings, or shelks of Chaldea and its nelgh-
borhood. They, too. engaged In the study
of the heavenly bodies and perhaps galso
worshiped them, a fact which explalns the
Immediate attention accorded to & slgn ap-
pearing in the heavens at the moment of the
birth of the Messiah, The color of thelr
undergarments, yellow, indicated thelr pro-
fesslon.
The Star of Bethlehem.

What was the star referred to in the
sacred record? There Is absolutely no posl-
tive evidence on this polnt. Bome think It
wns & comet or some other simllar body;
others are of the opinfon that It was a
meteor, resembling more or less a shooting
star, which tralled slowly along at a little
distance from the ground, so as actually
to guide the steps of the Magl., The gospel
seemed to sanction the latter interpretation
when It says: The star “came apd stood
over where the young child was.' A star,
properly so-called, would not have in-
dicated the spot with such precision.
Nevertheless, it is clear that the significance
of the slgn was revealed In some way to the
Magi.

Had the travelers exchanged |deas pre.
vious to their arrival? It Is very probablle
that they had. No doubt their caravans,
though they started from different polnts,
met beyond the Jordan on the slde of the
mountaing of Maob, whence they entered
the promised land, still preceded by the
SUir.

The word “house" used by the Evange-
lists to indlcate the place where the Mag!
found the Messlah seems to point to the
conclusion that during the journey of thelr
visitors from the east, Joseph and Mary
bhad left the cave of the nativity for a more
comforiable dwelllng.

It 1s |mpossible to convey the |dena
aroused in the breast of the devout Chris-
tian by the sight of Bethlehem and {is sance
tifled spots any better or more clearly than
in the pletures in which I have tried to
express my Interpretation of those stirring
scenes as they must have taken place,

If, by my pletures and books, I have been
able to bring the Christ nearer Lo the"mimll

and hearts of Christians of all lnnds, 1 am
more than repald for all my labor.
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The wrlter has had oceasisn o use Cham-
berinilo’s Cough Hemedy in a case of omup
In his family within cthe last weeg, and the
results were such that he caa cheerfully
testifly to it merits.—J, ", Johnaon, Husl-
ness Manager of the Councll Magauire,
Memphls, Tenn.
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Our SHaﬁplnz Victory

At the Transmisslesippl I8 ecausing our
friends much anxiety-they are Iying
awake at night wondering how we hap-
pened to receive the only

Highest Award on Beer

We will relleve thelr troubled minds, for
tha cause of our wonderful suctess s no
secret., Qur improved methods In brewing
our Pure Artesiun Well Water and the use
of only the very finest quallty of impaort-
ed hopr are responsible for the exclusive
honors attidned st the exposition,

A to the number of judues selected to
judge the bears, we are not certaln, but
apparently there were ton many o sult
some, noy encugh to sult others, but just
énourn to suit us.

If you wish to see the Originnl and only
DIPLOMA of HIGHEST AWARD ON
BEER issusd by the 'l'mn.-miueal»sniQpi x-
positlon, call &t our affice. Our GENUINE
GOLD MEDAL is also ready for inspection.

Omaha Brewing Association,

Telephone 1260,

rtﬁllYﬁIﬁAL PILLS
B iy O
Bragylos tor & Bualuh Dia
aand ahani e et
m".‘.f.‘-ﬂ:ﬁ‘.'.. AL Draggiaie, ar pend

l.g lul-p-l“ht rumg:- mmn;hh“

mentale. M, '%-

’%‘.- & 4

m%'?- i yvby J 4

el by i Loend

Patronize
Home Industries

By Purchansing Goods Made at the
lowing Nebraska Facteriess

—— ______——-J'—“

CORNICE WORKS,
G, F. EPENETER, _we

EAGLE CORNICH WORKS
Manufacturer of Gaivanised Irom C '
Galvanized lron Skylighte. Tin, lron
Slate Roofing. Agont for Kinoear's Bt
Celling, 108-10-12 North Eleventh street.

FLOUR MILLS.

8. F. GILMAN,

Flour, Meal, Feed. Bran, 1018-16-17 North
1Tth street, Omaha, Nep. ©. BE. Black
Manager, Telephone 652,

IRON WORKS,

DAVYIS & COWGILL, IRON WORKS.
Irom mnd Hrass Founders.
Menufacturers and Jobbers »f Maohin

| General repairing u specialty, 1501,

and 1608 Jackson street, Omuahn, Neb.
S —— —
LINBEED OIL.

WOODMAN LINSEED O1L WORKH,
Manufacturers oild process raw Hnseod
oll, kettle bolled lineeed oll, old process

ground linseed cokes, ground and screened
Buxseed for druggists, OMAHA, NED.

 BREWERIES,

OMANA BREWING ASSOUIATION.

Carload shipments made In our own res
frigerutor cars. Hlue Ribhon, Elite Export,
Vienna Export and Famlly Export deliv.

ered ta all parts of the city,

HOILERS.
OMAHA ROILER WOHKS,

JOHN R. LOWRRBY, Pre
Bollers, Tanks and Sheet lron Wor=
»




