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Rallroad hoycotts appear to be about
as dangerous as quaker guns,

The reports of government officlals on
the late Indian outbreak in Minnesota
show that no one was to blame, but
that the affalr “just happened.”

If all the postal clerks and mall ear-
riers of the country are to be bonded
by guaranty companies, a mutual pos-
tal employes' guaranty company may
come to fill a long-felt want,

Fortunately California's drouth has
been broken. Had it continued much
longer the people there would have
been forced to draw on the Philippines
for Its annual surplus of Inundating
moisture,

If Uncle SBam has hls dragnet out for
stray islands why not set a bait for
Newfoundland, which would have to be
nelther civilized nor converted and
might be able to support its own local
government? .

Sir Willfam Vernon Harcourt resigns
the leadership of the lberal party be-
cauge he sees In it no credit to himself
or advautage to the country. In Amer-
ea party leaders seldom resign, though
often repudiated.

|

The oll room workers who took to the
woods on the commencement of the
Bechel case can now emerge from thelr
retirement. The fuse was evidently Im-
perfect and was extinguished before
the fire reached the magazine.

l

The Spanish peace commigsioners
persist in dally ealling attention to the
sore spot in their anatomles. If they
will just keep still for a little while they
will be able to sit down to thelr menls
without experlencing any unusual dis-
comfort.

e —
Extending the contract labor law to
Huawall, where nearly all work ls per-
formed by coolle labor, would be a
farce. To fence the Hawallan laborers
out of other sections of the United
Btates would be an abridgment of their

rights as Awerican citizens,

|

The czar's dream of universal peace
through International disarmament is
still in the dim ahd distant future. In
Russla, for example, all the field artil-
lery I8 to be discarded, but just to be
on the safe side new patterns of rapid-
fire guns are to be substituted.

e —————————

Lord Balisbury complains that the
English system is such that he has no
one in whom he ean confide the weighty
secrets of the minister of foreign af-
falrs. The noble lord I8 mistaken.
London Is full of newspaper men who
would gladly be taken Into his confi-
dence,

—

Presldent McKinley will have only to
keep up his record for traveling about
the country to earn the title of the great
travellng president. It Is not a bad
thing, however, for the president to
keep acquainted with the condition of
the people in all sections by personal
observation.

e —— e 2.

Papa Lelter appears to have plenty of
use for his millions at present. After
helping out the young wheat plunger
he turned bis attentlon to fitting out
Lady Curzon in regal style before she
started for Indin, There Is nothing like
a millionaire father to help one out In
aAn emergency.

———

The special session of the Kansas leg-
ifMature will convene December 21, while
the terms of its members will expire
with the end of the year. The lawmak-
ers will have to put a balrtrigger move-
ment on thelr lower jaws and forego
the usual Christmas holidays If they
hope to accomplish anything substantial
in the form of legislation.

e ———

The departing soldlers ordered to the
PhMippines are admonished to prepare
themselves for a two or three years' so-
journ In the antipodes, Fur-lined over-
couts dnd woolen underclothes may not
be necessury, but swimwming tights for
the rainy season, electric faus for warm
weather and earthquake cellars for

ters that a telegraph cable connecting
the Pacifie congt with the Phillppine
lands has become n military neces.
sity for the Unlted States 1s n baseless
fiction,  The annexation of Hawall and
wilitary occupation of the Philippines
will donbtiess necessitate frequent com-
munleation between the department
heads at Washington and the distant
new possessions, but nobody will con-
tend that the desire to expedite this In-
tercourse in times of peace would jus-
tify the enormous outlay required for
laying 7,000 miles of deep-sea cable,

If experience teaches anything, it
has been demonstrated by the recent
war with Spaln that submarine tele-
graph cables are no more exempt from
destruction than are overhead telegraph
lines. The first act of Admiral Dewey
after he had destroyed the Spanish fleet
in Maunila bay was to cut the cable that
connected Manila with Hong Kong.
The destruction of the Cuban cables
was one of the most important and dJdif-
ficult tasks undertaken by Admiral
Sampson’s blockading fleet and this
feat is specially pointed out by Presi-
dent McKinley In his message to con-
gress,  In this, as in all other wars, the
destruction of the enemy’'s lnes of
communleation, whatever may be thelr
nature, has been the primary alin of
military commanders and 1t Is not likely
that in future wars telegraph cables
will be exempted from attack or seln-
ure any more than would be a rallroad
or a bridge. It Is a notorious fact that
a ship equipped especially for grappling
and cutting cables has been Dbullt,
equipped and manned by the British ad-
miralty and is constantly kept In readi-
ness to sall. In due time it may be confi-
dently predicted that every ontion will
bulld, equip and keep manned one or
more of these cable destroyers as parts
of their naval. equipment.

Manifestly, a Pacifie cable would be
an object of attnck at the moment the
United States should engage in an in-
ternational war and its extreme length
would render its protection from cable
destroyers an impossibility. It follows,
therefore, that In tines of war no de-
pendence could be placed on the pro-
posed Pacific cable, hence its construc-
tion as a military necessity Is ob-
viously baseless.

Whether the Paclfic eable shall be-
come a commercial necessity will be
determined in due time when the ex-
tent of commerce with our new posses-
slons and the countries In Australasia
has been ascertnined.

THE WORLD UUR SALESROOM,
More than ever before in our history
the commercial side of American na-
ture I8 turned toward the world. As
was recently said by one of our lead-
ing manufacturers, the United States 18
no longer the world's market; the whole
world Is now our salesroom. No
longer do England, Germany and
France apportion our home market
among themselves. They are now our
best customers instead of our largest
creditors. American goods have found
& place In the world's markets during
the close of this century to a greater
extent thin the most sangulne anticl-
pated a generation ago, Our maunufac-
turers are no longer upon the defen-
slve, occupied eblefly with resisting the
Invasion of foreign competitors. On
the contrary they are going forth to
meet these competitors on their own
gronnds and In thelr strongest posl-
tions, We are shipping plg lron and
finished forms of Iron and egteel to
England, where once our struggling
fron industry was viewed with con-
tempt. Mancnester merchants, who
once declared that the manufacture of
cotton goods In the United States would
never be of much Importance, now buy
our cloths to ship to India and China.
Germany, whose skilled mechanicg are
&0 proficlent in the construction of ma-
chinery of every kind, now buys our
fmproved machine tools In great gquan-
tities. HEngland sold us bicycles until
we took to the wheel in earnest, but
that country Is now our best customer.

Innumerable [llustrations might be
cited to show how American manu-
facturers have conquered competition
wherever they bave set themselves to
the task. During the last fiscal year
the exports of manufactured goods from
the United States exceeded In valne
$201,000,000, a gain of about £100,000,-
000 in three years. This means more
than the mere figures signify. Not ouly
has there been an outlet for that quan-
tity of Amerlean products, but that vast
amount of new mouey has heen brought
into the United States to be expended
for other products of Amerlean Indus-
try and to go into general circulation.
Not only bhas the exportiug manufac-
turer been benetited by this Incerease in
his business, but the manufacturer
whose trade Is wholly at home has de.
rived advantage from the unew woney
thus brought into the country. The
United States now leads every other
country In iron production and this
primacy In the chief industrial staple
really carrles with it a superiority in
the llnes of manufacture Immediately
dependent upon It. Last year our out-
put of iron was nearly 10,000,000 tons
and England's pearly 0,000,000 tons.
This year our output will reach nearly
2,000,000 tons, while British iron pro-
duction will probably not be larger thun
last year. Our strength Is In unfalling
sources of supply, lower cost of produe-
tion and cheaper freight rates. "The npa-
tion that can control the lron trade of
the world s assured supremacy in the
world's commerce. This 1s the position
toward which the Unlted States (s
moving,

American manufacturers seem to be
fully alive to the opportunities which
are presented and yet the reports of
some of our consuls indicate that there
are promising flelds that are not being
as carefully cultivated as they migot
be. ‘The American consul at Chemnits,
Germany, says’' that If Americans
“worked” that empire and the whole
continent as carefully as the Unilted
Siates Is worked by Germaus, our ex-
ports of tools and machinery would
swell within n few years to double their
present proportions. Already, however,
our trade in these lines has become so
extensive as to have aroused such hos-

smergencles would alf cowe In bandy,

tility to Awmerlcan competition om the

|
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asking a subsidy of £70,000,000 aod | the truth of the president's ossertion

part of Germnn manufacturers that they
are contemplating some plan to protect
themselves against this competition,

The continued extenslon of Awmerlean
comimnerce seema assured.  The foot-
holds we have gained in foreign mar-
ket by renson of the superlority of our
goods will be held and must Inevitably
lend to further trade conquests. The
progress of the Unlted Riates in this
respect durlng the last few years has
been great, but it Is llkely to be much
greater In the years to come,

SHOULD HONOR.

The merited compliment pald by Pres.’
ldent McKinley at the Atlanta peace
jubllee to the valor and patriotism of
the south, couplec with the expressed
hope that In the near future the nation
would bestow the sume affectionate care
upon the graves of the confederate dead
a8 upon those of the fallen union &#ol-
dlers, has naturally created a profound
impression upon the sounthern people.

The president’s utterances are Inter.
preted not merely as an acknowledg-
ment that in the late war with Spaln
the south has completely dissipated all
susplclon of lingering disloyalty, but
alse n8 an assurance that henceforth the
memory of the confederate who fell
while fighting to destroy the union in
order to perpetuate slavery shall be
honored equally with that of the soldier
who fell while fighting bravely to pre-
serve the union and malotain the in-
tegrity of the nation. In other words,
President McKinley's eulogy of south-
ern cournge 18 tnken as n pledge that
the bloody aund costly struggle to pre-
vent the dismemberment of the republic
shall be put down In history as a sec-
tional confliet in which there was no
right nor wrong on either side and the
triumph of the stars and stripes was
only an aceldent registering the su-
premacy of might but not of right.

While the country, from Malne to
Oregon and from Texas to the Canadian
border, rejolces over the complete rec-
onciliation of north and south and the
fraternization of the blue and the gray
in  maintaluing the natlonal honor
ngainst a forelgn foe, those who have
never wavered In their loyal devotion
to the cause of liberty and union can-
not reconclle thémselves to the idea that
men who voluntarlly bore arms against
their country, even though educated as
soldiens at its expense and sworn to
defend and uplold {ts baoner on all
ovcasions, shall be glven the same place
In American history as those who made
every sacrifice to safeguard the union
and hand down to posterity the precious
legacy of human freedom.

It Is divine to forgive, but impossible
to forget. No natlon has shown greater
magnanimity and generosity to the van-
quished than the United States. No
other nation has ever restored to power
and place the men who plotted its de-
struction. No other natlon has ever al-
lowed monuments to be built within its
borders in commemoration of the hero-
Ism of its enemies, No other nation has
strewn with flowers the graves of men
who fell in armed rebellion.

But the line must be drawn some-
where. The compatriots of George
Washington never proposed to honor
the mewmory of Benedict Arnold or to
reward with pensions the torles who
fought in the ranks of Burgoyne and
Cornwallis. Nobody within the life-
time of the revolutionary soldiers ever
proposed to take into the fostering care
of the republic the men who bore arms
against it when It was fighting for in-
dependence.

The proposition to open the doors of
the nation's homes for the dependent
unlon veterans to surviving ex-confed-
erates will not elicit popular response
from people who belleve that the coun-
try owes more to Its defenders than It
owes to Its destroyers. While disposed
to relleve the distress of Indigent ex-
confederates individually, they would
serlously doubt the propriety or justice
of such a course and entertain grave
apprehension of the moral effect of
such an example. Admission of ex-con-
federates to the soldiers’ homes would
be simply the forerunner of their en-
rollment on the pension llst whose
privileges are already sadly abused.
There is room for doubt, also, whether
President MeKinley entertained any
such ldea when he intimated that the
graves of fallen confederates should
share the nation's care, which alone
wounld not encounter opposition or ob-
jection in any quarter,

WHOM THE NATION

A COMPLICATED PROJECT,

The debate on the Niearagua canal
bill in the United States senate showed
that there are such complications con-
nected with the project that If it Is ever
to be carried out and be owned and con-
trolled by the government a new start
will have to be made, The Indications
are strong that po bill can be passed
which recognizes the Maritime Canal
company, the concession to which will
expire next Octobeér. There seems to
be no doubt that there is a majority in
both brauches of congress in favor of
bullding a canal, but the feeling i8 guite
general that it should be constructed
directly by the United States, without
regard to the marltime company. It is
a4 question, however, whether the gov.
ernment could assume charge of the en-
terprise und fgonore the concesglon to
the canal compuny, the Unlted States
having no ecucession from Nicaragua
and Porto Rwo. 1t would certalnly
see:n Lo be necessary as a first step to
repeal the charter of the company, as
suggested by Senator Turple, following
this actlon by a treaty with Nicaragua
and Porto Rice giving the United States
the right to construct and conirol the
canal.

Opposition to the Maritime Canal com-
pany is based upon the bellef that the
corporation has not acted in good faith,
A great many concur in the opinion of
that compnny expressed by BSenator
Turple, who sald that Its object has
not been to build a canal, but *to cut
A chavnel of easlest communication be:
tween the treasury of the United Stares
and the empty coffers of that corpora-
tlon In New York, by which they can
be replenished and repleted.” He clted
the fact that when asking congress for a
charter the company declared it did not
want a dollar of money or an Atom of
credit from the Unlted Siates, yet within
two years thereafter it went 1o congress

gome  years -subsequently it returned
asking government aild to the amount
of $100000,000. Now for the fourth
time this company is again endeavoring
to secure a subsgidy from congresa and
while there Is a gtronger pressure than
ever before In favor of the construction
of a canal, there appears good reason
to belleve that congress will not do any-
thing from which the Maritliine Canal
company can derive any benefit. A bill
hng been introduced In the house by Mr.
Hépburn, chalrman of the committee on
commerce, which provides for the con.
struction of the Nicaragua canal by the
government and there Is a much better
chance of It passing than there ls of
the senate bill golng through.

In regard to the Clayton-Bulwer
treaty, it secms to be the general im.
pression that it will not prove a serlous
obstacle, though this view Is probably
fovnded upon nothing more substantinl
than the iden that the British govern-
ment will not be disposed to take a posi-
tion in the matter that might lmpair
the friendly relations between the two
countries. It Is very questionable, how-
ever, whether Great Britalun will assent
to the United States having control of
the cannl unless the neutrality of the
waterway Is guaranteed, There Is evi
dently a much stronger sentiment in
congress In favor of the Nicaragua
canal project than ever before, but there
are complications that make somewhat
perplexing the question as to the best
course to pursue,

DISSATISFIED REFUORMERS.

The present administration does not
fare any better than did its predeces-
sors at the hands of the civil service
reformers. They are not satisfied with
what has been done in the interest of
reform slnce President McKinley eame
into office and they arraign the admin-
Istration for alleged fallures aud short-
comings in very plain terms, They do,
Lowever, do the president the Justice to
say that it was his firm attitude which
in & measure caused the fallure of the
attack on the merit system In congress,
The fact is that Mr. McKinley 18 entitled
to most of the credit for the signal col-
lapse of that moyvement, for had he
shown it any countenance or favor It
is more than probable that . it would
have resulted in some radical modifica-
tions of the civil service law. The
lender of that movement 18 a prominent
republiean representative from Ohio and
o close personal friend of Mr., MeKin-
ley. It had the approval of many Ohlo
republicans.  Yet the president, as the
National Civil Service Reform associa-
tion justly said, took a firm attitude Iin
opposition to the movement and it was
abandoned. This was a very great serv-
ice to the cause of reform and entirely
consistent with the record of Mr. Mc-
Kinley respecting the merit system,

But It Is charged that there have been
some grave departures from a strict
observance of the elvil service lnw and
the principles underlying it; that the
order regulating the method of removal
has been violated in letter and in spirit
and that appointments have been made
altogether In violation of the law and
openly for political consideration.
Nearly all the departments of the gov.
ernment, it is affirmed, are guilty of
having disregarded the law. 1f these
allegations are true the reform associn-
tlon {8 fully justified In its condemna-
tion, but we think it hardly just to as-
sume that the president is any less
earnest now than in the past in his de-
votlon to the priociples of civil service
reform. He has had exceedingly ar-
duous duties pressing upon him during
the last elght months and if department
oflicials have been derelict in thelr duty
to obaerve civil service regulations it
is not fair to blame the president. Jus-
tice requires that until Mr. McKinley
does something hostile to the merit sys-
tem he shall be judged by his consist-
ent record In support of that policy.

As o sample of the argument used to
combat the opposition to colonial ex-
pansion the following from the Chicago
Tribune in answer to the protest of
Samuel Gompers against transforming
the American people from a peace-lov-
ing to a militant nation is strikingly In
point:

This is bosh and utter nonsense, the silly
product of ignorance and unreason. It Is
difficult to find suitable language to express
the scorn and contempt educated Americans
will feel for thls empty gabble of a so-called
“labor leader."

As If calling names were any more
fndicative of good logie than loud nolse
is of sound argument. When it comes
to bosh nnd utter nonsense the usual
spread-eagle imperlalism should flll the

bilk,

The Federation of Labor accorded to
the advocates of soclalistie doctrines a
respectful hearing, as becomes a body
of thoughtful Awmerican cltizens, but
there is every evidence that the federa-
tion 1s not to be turned aslde from the
path which promises to be of benefit to
the tollers by any vislonary schemes or
fmpractical theories. Its well-balanced
leaders realize that the man who ac-
complishes results is the one who makes
the most of conditions as he finds them,
and, If conditions are not what they
should be, labors to better the situation

by evolution rather than revolution,
et e —

It 18 gratifying to be assured that all
the smallpox cases in Nebraska are
mild forms of the contaglon and its
spread will soon be effectually checked,
Nothing so well illustrates the advance
of nineteenth century civillzation as the
conquests of modern medical sclence
over disense. 1n olden times there was
no such thing as mild smallpox, but
each visitatlon developed Into an epi-
demic which ran its course with no ob-
structions worth noting. It seems pow
that the day of contuglous disease epl-
dewles 18 practically past for all ely-
ilized peoples.

—

The commercial reviews with each
succeeding week note the steady in-
crease in business actlvity In the United
States. The returns 1o the great com-
merclal agencles for November show
that the total business of the country
during that month was In excess of
any month in the history of the coun-
try, and up to date December is keep-
lug up the puce. Events bhave proven

during the 1808 campalgn that what

was wanted was not a reopening of the

mints, but of the factories.
C——

Buropean diplomats have had an un-
limited amount of trouble In Kkeeping
the concert of Europe in tune, but it is
not A ¢lrenmstance to the dificnlties an-
ticipated In the Orfent. Aslde from the
usunl difficulties there Is the new mem-
ber of the chole coming In by way of
the Philippines whom they fear will in-
slst on a prima donna part.

Those who Imagined that the lottery
business had been suppressed In this
country by the law providing a penalty
for using the malls for furthering the
business will e surprised at the state-
ment that over a milllon lottery tickets
were conflscated by the postal autbori-
ties during the last fiscal year.

e e e s
The Age of Discretion.
Somerville Journal,

A young man may be sald to have reached
the years of discretion when he takes down
the pictures of actresses from his mantel
and puts up a portrait of his rich malden
aunt instead.

Site for the Lafayetie Stnitne.
Globe-Democrat.

The memorlal statue of Lafayette to be
erected by Amerlcan contributlons will be
given a site in the garden of the Tuillerles.
1t 1s a compliment to this country that will
be widely appreciated,

The Member from Manila.
8t. Louls Repuhlic.

In days to come no Philipplue representa-
tive should be permitted to enter the house
of our fathers at Washington unless he
shall first eschew the fashion of his con-
etituents of wearing only a napkin on full
dress occaslons.

One Head for the Army.
Philadelphla Press.

General Schofield spoke words of common
sense and expressed the opinlon of every
general who has ever commanded the army
when he declared that the army should have
one head and he should command the staff
departments. Our present system breeds
staft Irresponsibility.

A Chance for Sweethearts.
New York Herald,

It was a happy thought which led to the
modification of the tariff regulations for
Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philipploes gso as
to allow the free admission of articles in-
tended as Christmas presents for the officers
and men of the army and navy. This action
rounds off the serlous business in which the
natlon has been engaged with a pretty touch
of sentiment.

Plling Up Cause for Regret.
Philadelphla Ledger.

It is not impossible that the next gener-
ation of Americans may have reason to re-
gret that their fathers were so strongly op-
posed o admitting Canadian lumber free of
duty. It is & matter of more than political
interest. The free admission of Canadian
lumber would have & tendency to preserve
American forests, and the next generation
of Amerlcans Is not going to have any more
timber than It will know what to do with.

Slgns of a United Country.
Bt. Louls Globe-Democrat.

The abllity of the American people to get
together on anything that affects the whole
family Is aptly shown In the farewell review
of General Lee's troops previous to their
departure for Cuba. The old Jeft Davis
legion formed General Lee's escort, the
Maine and Georgla regiments marched side
by side and Nellle Grant Sartorls had a seat
by the Misses Lee on the reviewing stand.
The best of it is that these evidences of
complete reconclliation have been so common
within the last year that they no longer at-
tract any special notice,

Torrens System of Land Transfer.
Pittsburg Post,

The Torrens land registration system has
gone into operation In Massachusetts, which
is the first eastern state to put it into effect.
The system, in brief, Is that & transfer of
title to land is made by a certificate Issued
by the clerk of the court, the state under-
taking to guarantee the title, This, It Is
held, is & saving of time and money, be-
cause the cost and labor of drawing and
recording deeds are avolded and titles are put
on a more stable basls. The name of the
system Is derlved from the late Sir Robert
Torrens, who originated it In Australia. It
is in operation in alf the Australlan colonles
and in Tasmania, New Zealand and else-
where. In Boston on Baturday at the first
gesslon of the land court provided by the
law the court passed on two uncontested pe-
titions for a registered title. Unpder the sys-
tem the land involved can be sold with little
more trouble than is requisite to sell & load
of potatoes and with absolute safety to the
purchaser.

MILLIONS FOR THE DITCH.

Some Facts About the Projected Canal
HRnald on the Treasary.
Baltimore Amerlean,

The senate, by & heavy vole, has made the
Nicaragua canal bill the unfinished business
of that body, which gives It the right of way
over all except urgency measures. While
this does not indlcate the final attitude of
the senate, a large number of intelligent
people will wonder why it was done. It is
usual in the conslderstion of any matter to
consider first it i can be done. It Ia very
unusual, especlally where a large sum of
money lg Involved, to appropriate the money,
say $100,000,000, and then find out if the
scheme Is feasible, No legislative body that
we ever heard of haa done such a thing, and
the senate, if it |a serlous In ils purpose to
empty the United States treasury and lay
fresh burdens on the people, 1s about to set
a very viclous precedent. The senate has no
information on this canal subject that |s
not possessed by every intelligent citlzen,
and nobody has yet been informed from sny
authoritative source that this canal can be
built.

A commission of the ablest engineers in
the United Swates, men who bad mo ax to
grind and no political exigemty to meet,
have officially reported that in their opinion
the canal cannot be bullt, This 1 the latest
Informatlon that elther the senate or the
public has on the subject. Not satisfied
with this report, the canal lobby prevalled
on congress to order another commission.
The latter, compozed of one engineer and
two laymen, has not made fts report. As
the first appropriation proposed (s §100,000,-
000, and this, If voled, Is likely to be fol-
lowed by $500,000,000, or as much as the
patience of the American people will endure,
would it not have been better to have post-
poned the consideration of this bill until a
report had been made by the friends of these
canal people? It would certalnly have
looked better. Such tremendous anxlety to
get at the funds in the treasury may exclte
suspicion in the publie mind and defeat the
purpose almed at.

Even should the present commiesion make
e favorable report it would be offset by the
report of the expert engloeers who were
sent by congress to investignte. As a matter
of fact the $100,000,000 appropriated in this
bill would pnot dbulld the approach to the
proposed canal entrance at the mouth of the
San Juan river. The canal cannot be bullt
for any sum that a government could affard
to spend or that the people would sanction.
If It la begun it will lead to the most
colos=al scandal of ancient or modern times
and make the United States a byword among
nations. It Is high time for the people to
awaken to thelr own Interests and condemn
this reckieas rald on the treasury. .

—————

BLASTS FROM RAM'S HORN,

Industry gives the devil no elbow room,

Culture will never convert tares Into
wheat,

Many are sick of evll, without the courage
to be well, i

True education never Induces contempt |
of the ignorant,

To love upward Is human, to love down-
ward s d'vine,

A good consclence Is the best armor
against calumny.

The Book of Life will lnst when all other
blographles have burned.

The body is the temple, the heart Is the |
altar, love is the incense.

A erack In a wall may be very small, but
you can see a great deal through it

PERSONAL AND OTHERWISE,

The reported advance In the price of
brooms Is not calculated (o promole clean
aweeps,

The signing of the treaty of peace has had
no perceptible effect on the hostilities now
belng waged in the magazines.

The problem of {ncreasing the natlomal
revenue might be saved by imposing a stamp
tax on every verse of poetry produced In
the country.

It Is suggested for the. benefit of all con-
cerned that as leap year ls postponed until
1904, the eligible should improve every op-
portunity that eomes thelr way.

Dialect writers ought to be encouraged to
move to the Philippines. There Is an abun-
dance of room and 122 dlalecta there awalt-
ing thelir pain-compelling efforts.

The adminlstration should get together on
the spelling of Porto Rlico. Presldent Me-
Kinley epells it Porto and General Mlles
and Secretary Gage spell It Puerto.

Captaln Sigsbee s In Havana again. It is
to be hoped he Is not carrylng on his per-
gon letters given to hlmn to mail. One blow-
up ought to be sufficient for a lifetime.

A revised version of Lincoln’s famous
epigram I8 abroad In Washington. It Is
“a government for the people,’” not a gov-
ernment of the people’” nor "a government
by the people."

The Casket |8 a warm advocate for Phillp-
pine expansion. As the organ of funeral di-
rectors it views with unconcealed cheer the
possibilities of that region as demonstrated
by the mortallty reports.

Editor Medlll of the Chicago Tribune per-
tinently suggesta to Editor Smith of the
Postoflice department that a little more
stickativeness In his paste would be appre-
clated by lickers of stamps.

The Philadelphla Record  comes to the
front with the first almanae of the season.
It contalns a vast amount of information,
national and local, in compact form, making
it a valuable reference book.

It is not necessary to Inquire about the
age of the park commissioners of St. Paul.
Thelr hearts are young and In the right
Pplace, as Is shown by turnlug down a propo-
sition requiring lights on sleighs. When a
young man s willing to stake a fiver for
about two hours of sleighing with his best
girl, heartless is the man who would flash a
light on the scene, Be still, sweet memory.

A Mrs, Kelly, descendant of one of Brian
Borug warrlors, resldes at Coushohocken,
Pa. A neighbor wanted a slice of her land
and threatened to take it by force, Mra.
Kelly holsted the stars and stripes over the’
disputed ground and dared the enemy to
assall it. He did and was promptly knocked
down with a clothes-line prop. Arrest for
assault followed, but when Mrs, Kelly told
her patriotio story to a jury she was In-
stantly acquilted, A combination of ould
Ireland and Old Glory {8 & hard proposition
to go agalinst.

BRYAN IN HIS ELEMENT.

New York Herald: “olonel Willlam Jen-
nings Bryan, having turned his rapid-fire
gun Into a typesetting machine, sgain con-
templates the presidency. In this, however,
he should remember what the sage Arah
said about matrimony: *“It Is a state Into
which nones but the wise should enter—and
they do not,"

Springfield Republican: The retirement
of William J. Bryan from the military serv-
ice of the United BStates has been deter-
mined upon. The time Is opportune for him
to extract himeelf from what has been re-
garded as a somewhat embarrassing poel-
tion and return 4o political activitles., A
treaty of peace has been Eelgned, and
whether the treaty be amended or rejected
in the ratification proceedings the war |s
over and Colonel Bryan can say with per-
fect truth that he enlisted for the war and
not for police service in subjected colonles
or possible colonles,

Baltimore American: We may just as
well admit that Willlam Jennings Bryan
1s stlll a very considerable force In the af-
fairs of this country, and his remarkable
industry, his personal integrity and his
abllity will all have their influence in the
formation of party lines and principles and
policies within the next two years. We
do not believe he can ever be president,
but he may keep other people from reaching
the chalr, and he may play a very embar-
rassing part In politics in general. It is a
misfortune that such a man should be
keeping alive in the west and south the
financial anarchy which he would lmpose
upon the natlon.

Phlladelphla Times: Colonel Bryan's
military career may be summed up as offer-
ing his service when the quota of his state
was 80 nearly full as to forbid the accept-
ance of his regiment, and by public Inter-
view and proclamations from the governor
he forced the acceptance of the regiment
by the government., He went into camp
whera he gave little or no military train-
ing, and now when called lo service, after
trying to put the responsibility of hiz re-
tirement on any olthers but himself, he has
been compelled to resign with an undrawn
aword and leaving a reglment that must
be disciplined afresh (f it Is ever to be
of any uscfulpess as a mllitary orgeniza-
tion. If Colonel Bryan's future politieal
movements shall be no more successful
than his attempt at military fame he has
little to hope for in 10500,

WITHOUT REASON,

Proposed Aholition of Postal BEavings
Banks in Hawall,
Chicago Chronlele.

The report of the Hawallan commission,
of which Benator Cullom ls, or was, chair-
man, was accompanied by three bills, One
provided for the organization of a territo-
rial government. Of the other two one pro-
vides for the redemption of Hawallan silver
and treasury notes and the other abolishes
Hawallan laws establlshing postal saviogs
banks. The reacons for these measures are
not stated in the synopsis of the report
which has been given to the public.

The commlgsion assumes, as it has been
ofMelally aseumed in the case of Porto Rieo,
that when we acquire a possesalon we must
lose no time In imposing upon it our mone-
tary eystemn,  But there 15 really no need
of that more than there has been of eub-
stituting sterling silver for rupees In Indla.
As for postal savings banks, there Is no
hint of a reason why they should be abol-
Ished in Hawali and it would be idle to in-
dulge In conjecture. It Is proper to re-
mark, however, that a great deal of harm
may be done, and not the lem bhecause |t
may be done unlntentionally, by hastily up- |
setting existing fluancinl institutions and
arbitrarily substituting one monetary sys-
tem for another in any country. This rash-
ness Is especlally to be avoided in dealing
with the people of & newly acquired posses-
slon whom It i» desirable to incommode as
little as possible and conclliate in every

——

SECULAIRY SHOTS AT THE PULIPIT.
8. Louls Republle: A San  Franolsos
clergyman has been publicly thanked I8 ots
of the bay papers “for his most sublime and
sloguent dedloatorial prayer.” The ghoet of
old Solomon should Took out for it honors.
His dedicatorial prayer In the great temple
hae ®tood the test for 2,000 years as a
masterplocs of the old school,

Indlanapolls Journal: One of the Indi-
anapolis ministers 18 advertising a serlos of
speclal sermons on rather pecullar subjects,
that of next Sunday having the title, "A
Peep Throughe a Window Lattice; or, a
Young Man that I Baw One Night.” But is
It quite the right thing to encourage a con-
Ercgation to go peoping Into window late
tices?  Thore is a popular prejudice agalnst
that sort of thing that might work mischiet
to the peeper.

Chicago Inter Ocein: The Baptists of
Milwaukes are golng to banish Santa Claus
because they say he Is @ myth. On the
Bame grounds afl the great operas, the
works of Victor Hugo, Goethe, Dickens,
Howthorne, Shakespeare, and the classia
poets of old must be sacrifieed, and If the
edict s prosecuted to its logical end the
good church people of the Wisconsln clty
will have nothing left for thelr libraries but

the city directory and the Congressional
Record.

DOMESTIC PLEASANTRIES,

Indlanapolls Journal: He—Thers I eat,

alono with my thoughts,

Bhe—Poor boy! iow lonely you must
have beun,

Cleveland  Leader: Marle—Does  your

PRpLA approve of the attachment between
you and Charlie?
Ethel—I'm afrald not.

He still banks the
furnace at §:30.

Chicago Tribune: “My husband gets up
every morning, winter and summer, at 6, ag
regugurly as clockwork.”

‘Well, dt takes a4 good deal of alarm
clockwork to get my husband up In the
morning."

Brooklyn Life: *“Bul, daughter, such a
wedding as you desire would cost $2,000, I
can’'t afford it."

*“Then what I8 to be done?”

“You must morry agalnsg my wishes,'

Clncinnatl  Enquirer: *“No," sald the
malden, *1 eannot consent to be your wife
untll you ghow me how you spell the name
of our lintest Island acquisition.” Handing
him pen, paper and {nk, she withdrew,
leaving him pondering, remorseful at the
thought that he had propossd before learn-
Ing her prefercnce.

Somerville Journal: Whyte—1 alwa
miake It o rule to kiss my wife whenevery!
leave the house In the morning and when
como home at night,
l_‘:::llflm\«\'ne—‘l‘hnt's right. I would, If I were

Detrolt Freo Press: “What do you think
of your new neighbors?* asked the hostess
of the “sweet” old lady who was calllng,

“You know that I never speak unkindly
of any one. I have nothing to say of her;
but I will say of her husband that I feel
very, very sorry for him.”

Pittsburg Chronicle: “Why don't you
g;ulrr}' him?" they asked of the beautiful

ri.
I do not love him," she replied.

“Tut, tut,” they sald, “Don't be old-
fashioned. He Is worth a milllon, and s
already on the brink of the grave.'

“On the brink, yes,” she answered, bH-
terly, “but I aum told thiat he has had ex-
erfence as an equilibriet,. Who knows how
ong he may be able to stay there?”’

Chicago Tribune: The patrlarch Jacob
and his wife Rachel were having thelr first,
quarrel

1 don't know," howled Jacob, “what I
ever wanted you for!"

“You weanied me' sobbed Rachel, *‘for
fourteen yerrs before you got me!™

CHRISTMAS DAWN,

Madeline 8, Bridges In Leslle's Weekly,
White and still 1s the Christmas dawn
Btarlight and winter night have gone,

And softly drifted on fleld and lea,
On helght and hollow and road and town,
The snow is shining from sea to sea;
Highways and pathways all untrod

By the busy footsteps yot to be.

In virgin beauty and stalnless light
The world lles, pure, as a dream of Godl

Daybreak comes in a line of gold,

Written low, llke n mystle alp’zn

On the page of the east—and, fold on fold
The spléindor rises, the glories shine,
And ;ha helghts of heaven seem stooping
down

To the walting earth as the muslc swells
or tlt;:u l}rul. glad chiming of Christmas
8l

Bur Christmas

We wonder what we want
Santa Claus to give usj

Maybe the following will aid
you in your wishes.

NECKWEAR,

We are showing all the different weaves,
shapes and coloring—at G0c, $1.00 and $1.60
—a beautlful souvenir box with every tle.

GLOVES.
Dress Kid, lined and unlined, at $1.00,
$1.50 mnd $2.00.
Mocha, lined and unlined, at $1.00 and
$1.50.
Dog S8kin and Relndeer,
Squirrel, lined, $3.60 and $5.00,
And a big sesortment of Wool Gloves
and Mittens at H0p,

HANDKERCHIEFS,

Linen Lawn, at 1ic , 2 for 25¢; pure lines
at 26c up to §1.00; all silk, from 2ic to
$1.00; bem stitched or tape edge.

HOSIERY.

Fast colors—tan, blue, red and black—at
e, $1.40 half dozen. Fancy hoslery at

G0c and 76e.
SHIRTS,

The best makes In white and colored, at
$1.00 and $1.50,

COLLARS AND CUFFS.

4-ply (21.00) linen collars, 10c,
4-ply (21.00) linen cuffs, 20c,

MUFFLERS.
All qualities and styles—26c to $6.00

UNDERWEAR.

Camel's hair and fleeced lined, at 60p;
not gray, 75¢c and $1.00, Fine cashmers at
$1.00 apd 31.60 and up to BB.5O,

SMOKING JACKETS AND
ROBES.

The largest and best
Omnha.

Look over our lines before you declde.
Many novelties for the boys, as well as
the men, that are not mentioned here. Our
windows will glve you some idea of what
we have on the inside.

' BTORE OPEN EVERY EVENING,

Angora and

assortment {n

reascnable way.
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