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SPAIN  WILL YIEL

French Foreign Minister Advises Rios to
Buccumb to the Inevitable,

COUNSELS AGAINST DILATORY TACTICS

Dons Will Acquiescs in America’s Demands
on Philippine Question.

MONTERO RIOS ASKS A LOT OF QUESTIONS

Wants to Enow Just What the United States
in Going to Do,

—_—

SPAIN POSES AS A MUCH ABUSED MARTYR

Emits 2 Wall About the Alleged
Yoracity of America and Indulges
in Talk About Greedy
Aggresnlion,

(Copvright. 1998 by Pyess I'ohlishing Co.)

PARIS, Nov. 22.—(New York World Cn- |
| dispersed,

blegram -- Speclal  Telegram.)—President
Montero Rios at noon today sent a nole to
President Day usking further
on several polots submitted In the Ameri-
can propositions. The most important of
these are:

First—Whether, If the FPhilippines are
coded, Americn toekes them free of all sub-
elsting rights and obligations or not,

Second—Whether the Americun offer gives
Epanish ehips and goods the #ame privileges
In the Philippines as Amerlcans and ves-
scle and goods of other nations in accordancs
with the open door polloy.

Third=-Whethor in return for the release
by Spain of prisoners charged with po-
ltical offenses connected with the Insur-
rection In Cuba and Porto Rlco the United
Btates would ltberate Spanish prisoners held
by Tagolloa and the Cubans.

Fourth--What previous treatles referred
to in the American note are to be revived,

Fifth—Where Amerlca wants land for
cablo statlons, whether In the Spanish colo-
nles or peninsular,

Sixth—Whether the American suggestion
it Spaln finally and definltely accept the
propositions confercnves ou other pointa
would follow meant if not accepted confer-
ences would not continue.

I am able to say, regarding the second
guestion, that Amerlca will admit general
commerce free, Spaln alone will have the
privilege of intercoasting trade. Concern-
ing the fifth question America has no In-
tcutlon of asking a cabling station on the
pesinsula, As to the sixth, Montero Rios'
interpretation ls correct. The American
proposiiion does not mean that conferences
would ccase !f the Philippluea demand ls
not Nnully accepted.

I hear that Montero Rios has been strongly
mdvized by the French forelgn minister to
yleld, the Spanish baving Invited French
counsel 4«8 to the value of the policy of Lry-

throw op the Americans tha respon-

g'hility of the rupture of negotiations “by

perdising in dilatory tactics.

Whitelaw Reld gives a dinner at Hotel
Continental to the commission and stafi—
thirty-elght covers—on Thanksglving day.

Plays Martyr's Role,

PARIS, Nov. 22.—~The Spanish peace com-
missloners last night telegraphed to Madrid
the substance of the Unlted States memo-
randum prerented yesterday and last even-
ing they dlscussed it among themselves. As
late as 8 o'clock this morning a Spanish
commisaloner aMrmed that he and his col-
leagues did not know what to do regarding
the Amerlcan offer.

There is a difference of opinlon among
ofMcinl people near the commissions, but the
prediction |s made that Bpain will decline
the American offer of money, that It will
refuse to cede the Phillppines and will say
to the United States: “You may take the
archipelago because you have the power to
do so. As you advance we will retreat, pro-
toating against greedy aggresslon. We will
faithfully carry out our part of the pledges
and leave Cuba and Porto Rlco in your
hands. You came hers to engage In a dis-
cusslon under the terms of the pretocol, but
you evidenily meant In drawing up that
document to provide a conference In which
though we differ, man to man, you propose
to announce at the proper time what you
will do whether we agree to it or object.
Buch an attitude robs the conference of a
negotiative character and sets up the United
Gtates as ¢ dominant power whose first pur-
pose s to llsten, but whose ultimate deter-
mination s to do its own will."

Ideas of Montero Rios.

As a matter of fact, Benor Montero Rlos
Is reported to have used virtually such lan-
Eunge In arguments as the foregoing, He
sald more, Indlcating «a high degree of ex-
asperation at the American offer of $20,000,-
000, His manner, no leas than his words,
betrayed his repugnance, His display of
feeling and  witerances, however, Is now
wholly approved by his Bpanish colleagues,
who did not hesitate to say as much after
yenterday's sesslon.

Utterances later by a Spaniard of im-
portance, whose name |8 withheld for the
present, dndlcates another line of action, a
trealy cosslon of the Philippines.

"'Supposs,” sald the speaker in question,
“that Bpain says to the United States;
‘We are exbausted. We bhave no funds with
which to continue the war. We do not want
to continue and we cannot. You serve ua
with an ultimatum. We must submit to
your power. Prepare your treaty and when
You want us to sign we wlll sign. We
must bend to physical force,

***You have the Antifles and you will pos-
sces the Philipplnes as a conquest from a
helpless people. We yleld, but we decline
$20,000,000 for preperty on which our valu«
stion was polt asked nor respected. You
bave your will, We trust you will not con-
tinue the war upon our helplessness, be-
cause, formooth, we decline your $20,000,000,
Surely this walver by us of your money
will not provoke & further use of arms
against Spaln.

“We sign, we cede, we are dumb. It is
finlsbed and we may be permlitted to re-
taln the privilege of amsuring our people
and our national creditors that we at Meast
have not stolen and resold territory we had
pawned,"

CONFERENCE NEARS A CRISIS

Day Reperis Meeting Again Tomor-
row and the Following May
Be the Last.

WASHINGTON, Nov. 22.—At the cabinet
meeting today a brief cablegram was read
which had been sent from Faris by Judge
Day. It was substantially in accord with
the newspaper reports of yesterday's pro-
ceedings, although no reference was made
to any excitement atiending the meeting or
to any disagreement. It was stated that the
pext meeting would take place tomorrow.
The cabinet discussed the matter and it was

e Judgment of the members that there
aﬂl be at lcast one meoting alter tomors

elucidation |

row il the Spaniards had concluded to reject
the American proposal.

The cablegram sald that a reply from
the Spanish vommissioners was expected at
tomorrow's meeting. No Intimation, how-
ever, had reachel here as to what the
Spanish reply would be. No doubt {s en-
tertained among the members of the cablnet
thut_a dtreaty will be slgned within the
next fow days. The eabinet also discussed
the Cuban situation and it was developed
that the Spanlards hope to be able to com-
plete the evacuation of Havana by Decem-
ber 20,

The forthcoming order of the president
excepting deputy collectors of internal rev-
enue and some other government officials
from the operation of the clvil service law
was also gonoe over at some length. It Is
expected that the order will be Issued
shortly. Atterney General Origgs and Sec-
rotary Bliss are absent from the city and
therelore were nol present at today's cahinet
moeeting.

DISTURBANCE IN THE DIET

Premier In Stoned by Mob and Mem-
bern Exchange Hard Terms on
the Floor.

BUDA PEST, Nov. 22.—Stringent pollce
precautions were taken today In view of
the pos:ible disturbinces during the ses-
elon of the lower house of the Diet.
was considerable commotion
and weveral bands of students had to be
During the dlsturbances Baron
Banfty, the premler, was stoned while driv-
ing to the parllament house.

When business in the lower house was
resumed today the trouble of yesterday was
smootled over by Baron Gesea Ferjervary.
The minister of natlonal defense who had
imputed lack of honor to the national party
and the deputy who had declared that the
minister had no sense of honor, withdrew
thelr mtutal recriminations on the ground
that they were based on misapprehension,

The harmony In the lower house, how-
ever, did not last long and eventually the
tumultuous scenes of yesterday were re-
peated.  The opposition members vehe-
mently denounced the manner in which they
had been treated by the police and when the
house adjourned crowds ol people were cole
lecting In the streets,

PLEASED WITH THE OPEN DOOR

Engliah Papera Comment Favorably
. on Deciaration Regarding
the Phillppines.

LONDON, Nov. 22.—Moat of the afternoon
newspapers comment on and express satls-
faction at the “open door' intentions of the
United States In the Philtppine islands. The
Pall Mall Gazette says: "“Whatever may
happen In Porto Rico, and eventually in
the United States themselves, Amerlea’s col-
onial policy In the Pacific Is the ‘open door.*
It i1a a wisp decleion on every ground, in
the interests of the prosperity of the Phillp-
pines themselves, and as securing the good
will of natlons really friendly to America
in the Pacific. The communlty of inter-
ests of the two English-speaking nations
are thereby definitely agsured.'

RED CRO58 WANTS NEU"ITHJ\L VESSEL

Desires to Liberate Spanish Prisoners

in Philippines, but isa Refused.

MADKID, Nov, 22.—The ministers at the
cabinet councll yesterday considered a re-
quest of the Red Cross soclely, which asked
the government to place a steamer flylng a
neutral fing at the disposal of the &oclety
for the purpose of sending it to the Phil-
ippine Islands in order to obtaln the liber-
atlon of the Spanish prisoners there. The
proposal was warmly welcomed by the min-
ieters, but they were unable to accede to
the soclety's request, owlng to the fact that
the Spanfsh steamers are all wanted for
the repatriation of the troops In Cuba.
However, the delegation from the Red Cross
soclety will proceed to the Phillppines in
an ordinary mall boat.

BIRTHDAY PARTY DECLARED OFF.

Formnlities Interfere with Reception
of the Chinese Empress,
PEKIN, Nov. £l.—The projected birthday
audience of the dowager empress to the
women of the diplomafic corps has fallen
through, owing to the difficulties raised by
the Chinese in regard to ceremonial mat-
ters. The members of the forelgn powers in
nlsted that forelgn interpreters should ac-
company the European women. To this the

Chinese objected.

The health of the emperor of China Is
eald to be agaln causing grave anxlety to
those about him. He ls described as being
unable to walk unassisted and it Is belleved
in well informed circles that the end is
near,

Plecquart Held Prisoner.

PARIS, Nov. 20 —Lieutenant Colonel
Plequart, who has been confilned In the
Cherche Mldl milltary prison for some time
past charged with revealing the contents
of certaln Important military documents to
a lawyer engaged in his defense, was taken
from the prison today &nd driven to the
court of cassation. The court, however,
was fully occupled with thelexamination of
Generals Bolsdeffere and Gondozo and was
unable to hear him  today. Therefore
Plequart was taken back to the Cherche
Midl prison without testifying in the Drey-
fus case.

Lawyer Talks to Pope,
ROME, Nov. 2l.—Asa Thornton, a lawyer
of New York City, had a private audience
with the pope today. Later Mr. Thornton
eald the prelate was In excellent health and
spirits and discussed with the keenest in-
terest the current politieal questions.

Minister of War Onits.
VIENNA, Nov. 22.—The Neu Frel Presse
says the minister of war for Austria-Hun-
gary has resigned. The report, however, has
not been confirmed.

RULES ON A MASKED BALL

Judge Gibhons of Chieago Defends
His Interpretation of Law and
Reprimands Polioe OMolals.

CHICAGO, Nov. 22.—Judge Gibbons
granted a temporary Injunction this after-
noon restraining the city of Chlcago, the
mayor and the general superintendent of
police from interfering with a masque ball,
The opinion made Chief Kipley angry, and
shaking his hand at the court he sald: *1
was appointed to the position 1 hold to en-
force the law and to maintaln peace in this
city, and a part of my duties |s to prevent
the gathering of disorderly persons or erim-
Inals., If I have anything to say they shall
not do so. 1 will prevent them.'

“‘Please come back, Mr. Kipley, It you
don't mind.,"” sald Judge Gibbons, as the
chiel strode away.

Mr. Kipley turned to the bar and the

Judge sald:

“l want It understood, Mr. Kipley, that
until some higher count reverses them, my
decisions and the Injunctions granied by me
ara law, and If anyone trice to intcrfere
with them, even though he be a high palice
oMcer, Mr. Kipley, he will find bimself In
jall In a very shont time. The people who
want to go to this ball will go, Mr. Kipley,
and when they mre there, If they do any-
thing which s against the law you have
the right {0 go in acd arrest them."

Theres |
In the streels |

TELL OF CAMP WIKOFF SCENES |

|

Women Nurses and Visitorr Before the War

|

Oommission, |

the lack of eanltary precautions and the
plague of flies,

Rev, Aenry B, Bryan of the Garden City
Cathedral presented himself 1o speak of the

| manner in which the =oldiers dylng In hos-

pltals were burled, Mr, Bryan
Camp Wikofl on September L.
publication of a statement by Malor Brown
that all the bodles were decently  buried

went o

ROOSEVELT ON THE SANTIAGO nGHTlhnd induced him to come forward to tes-

Mra. Susan G, Powell
Answer Questions Concerning the
Refunnl of Her Services to
Act ns Nurse,

NEW YORK, Nov, 22.—The Waur Investi-
gating commission decided tolay that It

Camp Wikoff, In a body, but wonld send a
committce to prepare a report,

Mrs, Susan . Powell of this clty was the
Arst witness, She gald she dld not know
why she had been called, as she had never
been at any of the camps and knew only by
hearsay of the treatment received by the
soldiers,

“We called you,"” explained General Wil-
son, "because we heard that when you of-
fered 1o go to the camp as a Durse you wore
not accepted becatige you would not agree
to maintaln secrecy should you find any
derellction of duty., We should like to kunow
who exacted such a promise from you.'"

“1 wish you would not ask me that ques-
tion.”

“But,’” sald General Beaver, "the answer
might ald us materlally In our investiga-
tion. To whom dild you make the offer to
act as nurse?"

“To an officer of the auxiliary of the Red
Cross soclety."”

‘Was [t a male or female officer of the
Red Croes?"

I do not care to say."”

“Had the officer any authority at camp?
Whas it an officer in the United Siates serv-
fow?"

It was an oMcer In the army, I do not
kuow what authority the perfon had In
camp, My offer and |ts rejection were made
in a private house.”

“Since you have stated that,” said Gen-
eral Wilson, "would you mind telling us
whether you or the Red Cross made the
matler publie.”

"1 do not know who could have told of {t.
I do not remember having told any one but

A clergyman. He may have told R, E.
Roosevell.'*
Contracts for Supplies.

Colonel A. J. Kimball, assistant quarter-
master general of the United States army,
statloned In this city was the next wit-
ness. He sald that all the contracls for
supplies were let to the lowest bldder after
proper notification advertisement.

“Were there any exceptions to the rule
to award contracts to the lowest bldder?"
usked General Beaver,

“In cases of blds made upon articles where
there were no standards the lowest respon-
sible bidder was always accepted,” he re-
plied.

Answering ex-Governor Woodbury, Colonel
Kimball sald;: “Contract was awarded by
the department upon the fAndings of the
open bide. Sometimes, in cases where the
articles were not standamd, the department
would accept any recommendation. which
was made in such case and quality of goods,
was considered rather than the price, In
the case of tents, for instance, It Is im-
possible to get enough canvas up to ithe
presoribed standard. In that case 1 had to
be gulded by the samples sent and the ca-
pacity of the bidder to furnish the goods in
the required, time. I never knew of any
money or Inflhence being used in the mat-
ter of awarding conlracts. My records
show that from May 12 to June 17 my office
expended $4,607,000 for clothing and camp
garrison equipment.'”

Securing Transports.

Colonel Kimball told of the purchase and
hire of transports In this city. He ex-
plained that he had obtalned a list from
the owners of all the ships that could be
purchased or chartered and had submitted
the list to Washington,

“When a middleman or broker came to
my office I Ignored him entirely,” he sald.
*1 dealth only with principals.”

“Was the price pald for the charter of
those ships falr and reasonable?”’ asked Dr.
Conner, .

“Yee, 1 think so, generally,” wreplled
Colonel Kimball, “but when ships were
wanted badly they were hard to get. In
the caso of the Clyde and Mallory lines, for
instance, when the government offered the
usual price the companies sald they could
not spare the ships unless double that
price was pald. The ships were neaded and
the government pald the price usked.'

Colonel Kimball told at length of the
work of the railroads in transporting troops
and supplies, He sald there was not a
movement of any magnitude made to or
from this city which was not made as the
result of open compotition. Answering Gen-
eral Weaver, Colonel Kimball said he bad
heard there was delay In unleading the sup-
ply shipg in Cuba.

“I understand,” he sald, *‘there was no
wharf in Cuba where our vessels were to
land suitable for the purpose. As an illus-
tration, I loaded & ship In forty-eight hours
in New York and it took ten days to un-
load it at Ponce, working the men night
and day."

Replying to & gquestiom as to complaints
of delay on the Long Island railroad, Colonel
Kimball sald:

“I know of no complaints except in the
case of an Illinols wvolunteer regiment
which was anxlous to get home. A new
local quartermaster &4 not know that I
had planned to have the troops removed on
a regular schedule, With the assistance of
the colonel of the regiment the local guar-
termaster got the Long Island road to
bring the reglment away from camp with
the result that the men arrived in Jersey
City eighteen hours before the Lehigh Val-
ley road was ready to hapdle them., A sim-
{lar misunderstanding took place the mnext

Declinen to |

day, when an Ohlo reglment wished to be
moved,"

8ydney Lowell of Brooklyn spent Septem-
ber 8, 10, 12 and 14 at Camp Wikoff. He
sald he desired 1o corroborate the testimony |
glven by Misses Munson and Garrard and
Dr. Stimson relative to the conditions of |
the camp.

Contract Doctors Negligent,

Mise Mary C. Lowell, daughter of Sidney
Lowell, sald she personally talked to every
man of eight regiments of regulars, Halt |
of them were on the slck report and many |
others were slck—too sick to go to the doc-
tor's tent. There was & great scarcity of
doctors and Miss Lowell considered many
of the contract doctors careless and i(ndif- |
ferent., €he gave the names vf men she had
found sick In their tents and sald that she
reported gome of the cases to the regimental
dootors and the doctors took no notice. Bhe
found opne man with & temperature of 160
degrees and reported to Dr. Thomas. Dir,
Thomas sald he would sce him, but when
she visited the man twenty-four hours letoe
the doctor had po! seen him.

Miss Lowell mentioned other doctors, whe,
ghe sald had neglected their duty and said
great suffering resulted frow the ll-manage-
ment of the ambulance service. She maid |
the condition of affairs In the general hos-
pital wag shocking. 8he corroborated the |

| testimouy of the previeus witncss as teo|

tify.
Rurial of Soldiers.

“In hig public statement,” sald Mr. Bryan,
“Major Brown sald there was no truth in
the report that the bodles were not dee
cently buried, that every body was om-
balmed and decently clothed In uniiorm, that
a botile contalning his name and all the
information obtalnahle about him was buried

Ho sald the |

ITAXES 0N THE RAILROADS

{ One of the Buming Questions in Connection

with the Obarter Revision.

INJUSTICE OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM

Ronda Pay Leas Than Thelr Propors
tionnte Share of City Taxes=The
Charter Provisioun is
Mesponnible,

In a short time the eity councll will grap-

in his coffin and that a cross marked every r ple with another munieipal levy and the
would not vislt Montauk Polnt, the site of Krave, 1 belleve Major Brown gave those f attention of property owners will he forcibly

orders and lssued Lthe clothes, but that

| his orders were not carrled out.

1 know personally of twenty bodies that
wero not buried as Major Brown says they
wers and 1 wonder what became of clothing
and money pald for the embalming.

“I do not question Major Hrown in any
way, He had not time to eee that his ore
dets were carrvied out.  Couglilin and Kohler,
who wore Dellevue hospital badges, were In
charge of the burial of the dead.

"My duties led me by the morgue every
day and I stopped In to see who had died
during the night. I saw the naked bodies
of soldiers placed in bare pine coffins and
the name of the man and his reglment wera
written on the 1id of the coflin, Of course
the damp earth quickly obliterated those
marks and no further records were Kkept.
Sometimes the body waeg burled in a night-
shirt, but they never took the trouble to
button the shirt.

Scenes at the Morgue,

“It was grossly indecent. At the morgue
the attendants sat on the oefin with the
bodies In them and chewed and smoked and
told Indecent stories. I rebuked them once,
but they were Bowery toughs and it Is use-
less to talk to them.'

“Did you complain to any one?*
General Beaver.

“Not until T read Major Brown's state-
ment. I thought It was according to the
reguliations to bury the dead naked."

“Do you know who was responsible for
the conditions you found?"

“No; I understand that a Mrs, Roebling
pald Coughlin and Kohler to go to Camp
Wikoff and take charge of the morgue there.
An autopsy was made on the body of
Barney Tyro and organs which were re-
moved were loft lylog about until the at.
tendants tled them up in @ towel and threw
them away."

The first witness called at the afternoon
seasion was Hlilden Olln, firet lleutenant In
Company I, Seventy-first regiment, ordnance
officer of the regiment, who testified that
the men were somewhat crowded on the
transport Vigllancla golng to Siboney and
that the water aboard was not good. They
fared very poorly for tentage after leaving
the trenches at Bantiago, he said, but other
reglments were no better off.

“Can you tell us of mnything that was
lacking ?*'

“There was a great need of transportation.
The commissary supplies were handled
Jowly and there was & shortage of medical
supplies.'

“Who was to blame for that?"

“Ammunition Halldiud in Time,

"1 eannot say, bit I was enabled to un.
load and land 125,000 pounde of ammunition
without delay and it seems to me the meds
lcal supplies could have been handled just
as easlly."

Mr. Olin sald he and his men were treatsd
with every consideration and courtesy at
Camp Wikoff.

George Wallnce, a lawyer, of Freeport,
L. I, who had & son and a brother in the
war, testified that while at Camp Wikoff,
looking for hls son, he saw meany soldiers
struggling along the rondway apparently too
weak to move.

Mr. Wallace's son returned from Cuba on
the Berkshire, He was put aboard in a
precarious condition and a statercom was
agslgned to him. The doctor ordered him
specinl dlet, but he was unable to get the
food without paying 75 cents for each meal.
i{e had no money, but a friend of Mr, Wal-
lace's who was aboard advanced it to him.

“Now, what 1 want to know," sald Mr.
Wallace to the commlssion, *“ls why It
should have been necessary for sick w'en in
Uncle S8am's service to pay for the food pre-
scribed for them by Uncle Sam’s doctors.
Three of my son's comrades died on the
Berkshire, and I have often woudered If they
died because they had no money to pay for
food."

Mrs. L. B. Woodhouse, who was at Camp
Wikoff nearly every day for five weeks after
August 6, corroborated the testimony pre-
sented by Mrs. Allison and Miss Gerrard,
Miss Chadwick and Miss Lowell,

Colonel Hoonevelt on the Stand.

Colonel Theodore Roosevelt came In while
Mrs. Woodhouse was on the stand. Colonal
Roosevelt next took the stand and In reply
to a request from General Wilson, told of
the equipment and mustering of the First

asked

volunteer cavalry, known as the Rough
Riders.
““When we reached Tampa™ Colonel

Roosevelt said, “there was a condition of
utter confusion. We were dumped outside,
a mile away from our camp. No one knew
where the camp was, There was no one to
tell us where to go or what to do. After
awalting twenty-four hours, I took the law
Into my own hands and bought food for the
men and horsea, Later, when we found our
camp, we were all right,

“Were you relmbursed for your outlay?"

“] pever asked it, It wns @ personal
matter entirely.”

Colonel Roosevelt sald & great condition
of confusion exlsted at Tampa. Nobody
seemed to know anything and no arrange-
ments were evident as to what transports
were o be used. His own regiment wes
assigued to the Yuecatan,

Incidentally, he heard that the Seventy-
first New York volunteers and Seventh in-
fantry were also assigned to the Yucatan.
As s00n a5 ne heard that he hurrled on the
Rough Rluers and took possession of the
ship and held it agajnst other regimenta
His men lLad decided to get to Cuba and
got thure.

“Do you attribute all the confusion,”
asked General Wilson, * to a lack of in-
telligence on the part of the men in charge
or to the patural overcrowding of work?"

“] waa only & leutepant colone! and 1
could not know whose fault it was.'"

Replylng to other questions Colonel
Roosevelt said the food was ample and, with
the exception of the canned roast beef, was
good, The bheef was very bad, Colonel
Itoosevelt toM of the voyage to Cuba and of
the disembarkation of the regiment at Bal-
quirl, The regiment was one of the first to
land. Captain Shaw, who was assoclated
with Colonel Rocsevelt in the Nuvy depart-
ment, sent & Cuban pilot on board the Yu-
catan and he took the transport a mile and
& bholf nearer tiie shore than the other ships,
There was a great scarcity of material for

| landing men and horses.

Colonel Roosevelt, stifl replying to ques-
tlons, told in detall of the march of his
regiment to e first camping place.

“After supper,” he concluded “Colonel
Wood told us that we were to start next

(Contipued ou Second FPage.)

| uals

drawn (o the lmperfoctions that il handi-
cap our system of municipal taxation. Of
these the wide distinetion that the law
makes between the right-of-way of rallrond
companies inside the city lmits and the
property of other corporations and Individ-
isn easily the most offensive. Under
the law by which the office was created
raliroad property 18 the one Hem of really
that ia cutside the jurisdiction of the tax
commissioner, No matter how much the
assogsment of adjacent property may be In-

 ereased, he is forbidden to add a dollar to

the valuation of railroad right-of-way that
la fixed by the State Board of Equallzation.

The Immunity thus conferred on the rall-
road companles In Omaha is the result of
one of those potent interlineations that were
engrossed in the municlpal charter just be-
fore It was passed by the legislature. Bul
few people were aware that it had been in-
serted and its effect was never analyzed
until long after the legilslature had ad-
Journed.

Seotion 98 of the city charter creates the
office of tax commigsioner and defines his
powers and dutles, It provides that "The
tix commissloner shall, by himself and his
deputies, nssess and value at their fair cash
villue all property, real and personal, and
all franchlass within the city limits belong-
ing te persons, partnerships, associatlons
nnd corporstions, which I8 not exempl by
law from taxation.”

Little Joker Slipped In,

This s the way the law was supposed
to be, but during the hurried debate that
accompanled final action the fallowing pro-
viso was added: *“Provided, that the tax
commissloner shall take the valuation and
assessment of rallroad property within the
clty limits from the returns made by the
State Board of Equalization to the county
clerks.”

The fact that these lines were Inserted
after the remainder of the sectlon was writ-
ten {s apparent from the perusal of the
preceding and following llnes and that It
has cost the city of Omaha thousands of
dolfars every year la equally evident, While
the assessment of all other taxable property
has heen Increased nearly 100 per cent by
the tax commissioner, the value of railroad
property remalns the same and since the In-
ereaged valuation has brought a resultant
dimlnution of the levy, the rallroad com-
panies pay a much less proportlon of the
taxes tbhan they did under the former sys-
tem.

It requires only a pencil and a very or-
dinary knowledge of mathematics to dem-
onstrate the extent to which the system dis-
criminates in favor of the rallroads.

In 1808 the total munfcipal assessmont
waa $33,049,608, an Increase of 98 per cent
over the county assessment of §16,787,073.49.
The clty real estate valuantion was $27,423,-
970, an increase of 96 8-10 per cent over
the county assessment of $13,035,827. Per-
sonal property was valued by the tax com-
missioner at $4,389,114, as compared wilh
a county valuation of $2,208,976.80, an in-
crease of 08 per cent. The banks were
assessed at $808,497 by the city and $440,097
by the county, a difference of 91 per cent,
The average Increase over the county assess-
ment was 97 per cent, while the assessment
of rallroad right-of-way was $180,000 on the
clty tax list and $180,646 ou the county, an
increase of 5.18 per cent, which consisted
entirely of an Ilncrease of $9,355 on the Belt
Line railway, which the tax commlissioner
was given authority by ordinance to assess.

Injustice of the Present System.

The present system of assessment of rail-
road property i8 an arbitrary arrangement,
the Injustice of which is mpparent on its
fuce when it 1s applied for munlelpal pur-
poses. For instance, the state board fixes
the value of the Unlon Pacific road at
$0,500 per mile. The courts have decided
that the right of way of a rallroad company
includes 100 feet on each side of its traocks,
except at the approaches to depols, and here
it contemplates as much space as the busi-

peas of tha road requires or g llkely to |

require in the future. The result Is that
pnder the asséssment of the state board a
ynlle of right of way in Omaha, which in-
cludes many acres of valuable propenty and
carries a score of tracks and an expensive
depot, 18 worth neither more nor less than a
mile of single track out on the sandhills
that represents practically the cost of laying
the ties and ralls,

While the effect is lese objectlonable In
stale assessments, where the total valuation
is considered, it results in a tremendous
discrepancy when the same arbitrary figures
are used for local taxation. For instance,
the Union Pacific has a little lesas than seven
miles of right of way inside the city lmlts
of Omaha. The city Is prohibited from ns-
sessing this valuable property for more than
the state board assesses slx miles of track
{n Cheyenne county, where its actual value
s scarcely 6 per cent of the value of the
Omahba property. While the present law
stands the city suthorities are helpless, and
although the principal shop bulldings and
headquarters buildings are assessed like
other city property, the rallroads are prac-
tically exempled from municipal taxation on
thelr real estate, trackage and depots.

Only One Change Mnade,

The only effort that has been made to as-
acas mallroad right of way was in the Belt
Line case. The city took the position that
this road was a separate system from the
Missour! Pacific, and that, since it was all
inside the city limits, it was subject to
municlpal assessment. In accordance with
thiz view Tax Commlssionar Sackett as-
sissed the property at 38,000 per mile, or
$50.280. The valuation of that state board
wns $5,060 a mile, or $49,925. This 18 the
only change that has been made from the
fixed standards of the state board, and how
these compare with the munleipal valuations
of other city property may be comprehended
by a statement of the camparative valuations
of the raliroad lines in Omaha &s they ap-
pear on the tax books of the current year,

Vitlu-

Miles, Ruate. atlon,

C.Bt. P. M. & O.... 3.090 £ 09 $11.850
F. B. & M, YV.iiaoiae 3.680 & 500 12 555
Missouri Pacific 9.577 6§, 00 69, 230
O ' N Paresiensisne 2,442 . 850 16,240
. & B W.. ieseansss 2.719 6,570 17,85
Unlon Pacific ........ 6743 9,600 4. 060
Totalas ....... Ceenas $9.352 §180 030

The question of rallrond assessment s not
A new one in city oMcial ecircles. It was
canvassed in detall at the time the first as.
sesament was made under the new law and
various theorirs were advanced as 1o the
best method of reaching the trouble,
was conceded that an amendment of the
present luw  would be necessary and 1t
seemed dificnlt &0
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could come before the legislature without
arousing vigorous opposition. Afler threas
years of discussion the general impression
seems to be that the whole purpose would be
best served by striking owt the there lnes
of proviso which were so skillifully inserted
In the charter while It was in the bands
of the legislative commitiees. This woula
leave the state asscesment as it s auna
(tl pearmit the tax commissionet to nnsess
the right of way In Omuaba Lo correspond
with the valuations of other property. It
the rallroad assessmoents were increased in
the same proportion that other property has
been increased the total valuntion of thely
right of way would be $355.871.65, on which
thelr 1898 taxes would have aggregoted
$5,540.91, instead of $4.560,

SWAINE TO BE HEARD TODAY

Postponement of the Cane Due to the
Ahnsence of Important
Witnesnew,

PITTSBURG, Pa., Nov. 22.—({8pecinl Tel-
egram.)—The hearing In the ease of Lieu-
tenant William 8walne of the Twenty-second
United States infantry, who was arrested
last Saturday night and released from jall
the next day on ball, was postponed today
untll 8 e'clock tomorrow hy Alderman P
M. King. The ronzon glven for postpone-
ment was that some Important witnesses
on both sides were not preseht.

Swalne's attorpey eaid he 4id pot think
his cllent would walve a hearlng for trial
at court. An effort will be made, It Is sald,
to prove that while Lisutenant Swaine has
been reglstered at the Hotel Anderson alone
and by his right name, he has also been
rogistered under an aling at one or two
other hotels and that at one of the hotels
he was accompamled by & woman, This
woman was not Mra. Wassell,

Licutenant W, H. Wasscll was not pres-
ent yesterday, Nelther was hig wife, who
Is mentloned In the Information, Frank
Blackmore, her brother, was there, however.
It is clabmed by friends of Licutenant
Swalne and Mrs. Wassell that certaln per-
sons who were Interested in the arrest of
Swalne boestingly announced at the jail,
thirty-six ‘hours before the arrest, that
they would dellver both Swalne and Mrs.
Wassell to the care of Warden John Mc-
Alees, Evidence to bring out this and other
alleged facls may form an Important part
of the defense at the hearing; it is rumored
that they may also form the groundwork
upon which may be bullt a charge of con-
spiracy. The late admission of Wassell's
friends that there |s another woman besldes
Mrs. Wasscll In the case Is also expected
to show that for some reason the reported
intention to arrcat Mrs. Wassell was
dropped.

CONFESSION OF A SUICIDE

Presldent of the Filrst Natlonal Bank
of Emporin Telln How He De-
ceived His Buosineass Associates.

EMPORIA, Kan., Nov. 22.—8ince the sen-
sational failure of the First National bank,
which was followed by the suicide of Charles
8. Cross, presldent of the bank and owner
of the celebrated Sunnyside stock farm, there
have besn rumora of a written confesslon
left behind by the sulclde, This leiter was
made publie tonight by Willlam Martindale,
vice president of the bank, and has caused
a sensation In Emporia, for It s an as-
knowledgment by the suleide that he has
deccived and defrauded not only the patrons
of his bank. but his business associates. The
letter follows:

"EMPORIA, Kan,, May 12, 1898 —12 m.—
I desire to atate that the misfortunes of my-
eelf and the bank bave been caused through
my faults and errors.

“I Inherited a large debt, which I endeav-
ored to meet by going loto other schemes,
which have all been practlcal fallures and
only got me deeper into the mire.

“‘As to the bank matters, I desire to say
that I have carefully lald plans to decelve
both the board of directors and the cashler
and employes. Mr. Martindale will now learn
for the first time how I have,carefully de-
celved him, principally by way of substi-
tuted paper, of which he has no knowledge,
The reports and lettere written the comp-
troller have been by me misrcpresented to
the board, they having slgned on the last
page, and I bave sent other letters than
the ones read to them, changing every one
but the last sheet,

“l have had a hard Juck story most of
my lifetime, the only pleasant feature being
that of my present wife, who has been n
good and true woman, Mr. Davis, our
cashler, has never made an Improper entry
on the books and knows nothing of this
whole miserable business, Dcath 1 do not
fear; it is preferable 1o the agony of the
past year, I know of pothing further to
add—except as to Mr. Martindale—this s a
terrible thing for him. He has trusted me
without reserve. I have glven him a bill
of sale of all my personal property.

“0C, 8, CROSS."

CEDE US COALING STATION

Negotlations Sald toe BPe
Between Great Britain and United
States Looking to that Ead,

LONDON, Nov, 21.—The Vienna corre-
spondent of the Dally Chronicle sayas It ia
semi-oMcially anpounced there that nego-
tlations are on foot between Great Britain

and the United States with a view of ceding |

to the latter a coaling statlon in the stralts
of Bab el Mandeb,

With this chiect In view the island of
SBocrata, in the Indian ocean, 120 miles east
of Cape Guardeful, the eastern extremily
nt Africa, is to be leased to  the United
8tates, which undertakes to erect a light-
|house east and west of the Island, which
must not be fortified. It is further stipu-
Iated, the correspondent says, that only war
ships are to he allowed to coal there, so
as not to injure the English coal trade at
Aden and on Perim island.

Deaths In Milltary Hosplials,

HUNTSVILLE, Ala., Nov, 22 —The follow-
Ing deaths amcog the men at Camp Forsythe
were reported today: Privates Matthew Mul-
vern, Company [, Bixty-ninth New York;
George H. Mack, Company H, Fifteenth in-
fantry, and Albert . Mahatha, Troop M,
Soventh eavalry, at Secona division hospiial,
all of typho!t fover,

Movemenix of Ocean Veasels, Nov, 22,

At Bremen—Arrived—Kalser Wilhelm der
Grosse, from New York,

At New York—Balled—Trave, for Bremen;
Civie, for Liverpool. Arrived—Kensingion,
Georgle, from  Liverpool;
Spaarndam, from Rotterdam.

At Quesnstowo—Arrived—Majeatic, from

devise anythlog that; New York.

on Foot |
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MURDER OVER CARDS

One Man is Killed and Another Fatally Hurt
in a Drunken Row.

PISTOL, KNIFE AND SCISSORS ARE USED

—

Philip Costanzo, an Italinn Laborer, Stabbed
to Death.

HIS BROTHER CHARLES IS SEVERELY CUT

Pedro Mancuso, a Barber, Receives a Fatal
Pistol Bhots

DETAILS OF THE QUARREL ARE OBSCURE

Trouble Arises Over a Wager of Ten
Dollnes nnd 1 Mizx-lU'p Follows
in Which the Damage Is
Done,

A drunken row over a game of cards last
night In the house of Nick Barbato, 1318
South Nineteenth street, culminated in a
shooting and stabbing affray, which
Phillp Costanso, was
stabbed
severely

in
an Itallan laborer,

his  brother Charles
the abdomen and Pedro
Mancuso, a barber, recelved a plstol shot
wound that will Pedro
Mancuso lies precarious condition at
his home, 2038 Poppleton avenue, Chnarles
Costanzo s in the slck ward at the city Jill
under treatment and two witnesses, Sam
Marasco and Nick Barbato, are locked up
being held as state's evidence,

The detalls of the quarrel are ohscure, as
the stories told by the surviving princlpats
are Incoherent and do not tally fn  all
respecta with the facts as narrated by the
witnesses., The account of the melee the
police bhave, based upon the facts agreed to
by the particlpants, Is as followa:

P'edro Mancuse, PPhilip Costanzo, Charles
Custanzo and Sam Marasco were passing
the evening with Nick Barbato at the lal-
ter's home, Mancuso and Philip Costanzo
were engaged lu a game of scupa, an Mallan
card game, and the other men were loltor-
ing about the room, conversing, All hal
been drinking. The money that had passed
between the card players amounted to about
$i0,

to death,

cut in

Hkely prove fatal.
in a

Drawn a Knife,

Shortly before 11 o'clock they began a play
In which $10 was at stake. Mancuso was
found to have oue loo many oards and his
request to place one back in the heap was
réfused, Coestanzo grabbing the mioney aud
drawing a knife to enforce hils clalm to L
Muncuso protested that he was being rohbed
and pulled out his pistol to proteot him-
self. At this juncture the other men In
the room interfered and upon Costanzo pro-
posing to lav aside his weapon and begin
the card game anew as friends if Mancuso
would, the latter assented and both men
placed their arms in a chair and agualn
sat down at the card table,

Before the play was renewed, however, it
Is asserted that Costanzo, being angered at
some romark, struok Pedro with a knife.
The two men clinched and in the scuffile
that followed Pedro drew a palr of sclasors
from his pocket and dealt his antagonisi
a deathblow, stabbing him In the throat
Charles Costanzo leaped to ald his brothe
and Pedro attempted to stab him, but wa
shot by Charles and the scissors only in-
fiicted a serious wound in the lutter's ab-
domen,

Uostanzo Dies at Once,

Philip Costanzo died Immediately. Pedrc
Mancuso managed to stagger out of the
way of another bullet from Charles Cos-
tanzo's revolver and when the police ar-
rived at the scene of the fray they found
only Charles Costanzo, who was taken in
the patrol wagon to the city jall, where
his wounds were dressed.

Pedro Mancuso was helped by friends to
his home, several blocks away, where he
was found a short time after the shooting
oceurred and placed under arrest. Clty
Physlclan Bpalding dressed his wounds and
expressed the opinlon that the man was
lkely to dle,

Costanzo's Story.

Pedro is 22 years old. The man he killed
was 56 years of age and Charles Costango
Is 63 yoars old., The latter glves an entirely
| different version of the affair and hls story

is substantiated by that of his daughter,

| Angeline, 8 years of age. Costanzo
[ says he was In  Dbed when the
| trouble began, In his own home,

adjoining that of Barbato's. He says he
hgard the fighting and ran Inte the room
to separate the contestants, He grabbed
Pedro by Lhe shoullers and trled to push
him against the wall, when Pedro stabbod
him. Costanzo denled that he did the
shooting, Barbato says the shooting oc-
jeurred in the front yard and not In the
| house, but the police do not belleve the
| stories of these men, as in the yard near
‘lhf‘ doorway they fouud the kolfe supposcd
to have been used by Phillp Costanzo and
|the two 30 bills the men were quarreling
over, Tho knlfe Is a murderous-looking
weapon, nearly elght Inches In length, and
the bills were crumpled just as they bed
fafllen from the dead man’'s hand.

Muncuse's Verslon,

Pedro Mancuso was asked by the police
to relate the clreumstances of the row and
his story was thla:

“Philip and 1 had been playing scups,
When the trouhle began we each had §5
iup and I had too many cards, | asked to
put one back, but Philip sald po and then
ha grabbed the money. It was not his be-
couse he didn't win it and I wasn't golng
o let him keep It. He pulled a knife and I
drew a revolver.

“Then the other men parted us and we
agreed to be friends, 1 put the revolver on
@ chalr and hung my coat up. When I sat
at the table again Philip struck me with a
knife and when 1 saw the blood streaming
from my shoulder I pulled out the seissors
and stabbed him. 1 stabbed Charlle,
but he shot me first and the blow was pot

Lods,




