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FASHION'S DECAREES FOR AUTUMN. | rosctte on the front of a Little Corporal hat

VYarled Shnpes In Millinery=The Conrt

usually represents rank exiravaganoe and
lova of color. The cockade I8 made of mirror

. » 0 ite, " ;
N .'\:..";,r' ll.’ul:“’e r'”-cl\b\"-‘l::a "'.:"' the velver, “tis nigh as big as a biaby cablage
. lt‘ IRK, "51’" "d' - t]m ]*r ing | A04 0 its heurt sparkies a jewel, Rosailes
i1 b1k uivums eneed| . arting E 3
eoming aulumn an peEeaing (LU on 1 more modest plag, and some of then
summer 18 o task the milliners are busy | with flo

shout. Eo far ns ahop wWindows
disappeared before a strong September gale,
bearing feits and velvets In (th arms. How

profited by the change remalns to be seen,
There are those who look very dublous over
the autumnal prospeot, #o far as it reaches,

aud candor demands the confesalon
that a goodly proportion of the
miuch heralded 1QqQuUes look very
like thasty puddings. They are, in

tho majority of casen, extremely solld affalrs,
bullt on the strata principle; ghat s, &
layer of felt, then a supersiruciure of velvet,
above this apangled or embroldered tulleas,
and finally n topping off of feathers. Such
toques as these look quite as well set on
the head hind side before as the other way
round, and, by thelr weiglit and heat, they
are enleulatod to tnjure the growth of one's
halr, even to the bringing about of Inciplent
baldness, As regards height these com-
plicated round things are stalwart to a
degres, and they can be no more tolerated
In the theaters than the wide and lofty head-
gear we fell beir to last spring.
lHata for Every Gown,

There is, however, a gllver lining to this
cloud of abjections, for the greater number
of these toques are distinctly pretty and to
ninety-elght women our of 100 the toque is
a becomiug crown. One good thing about {t
ix that it blends most comfortably with
your circumstances and if you are quick
with your fingers you ¢An weave a hat to
match nearly every gown this winter. For
example: Heaps and heaps of these jaunty
little top-knots will be made of just the
goods from which visiting or walking gowns
are made, If your best sult is to be a rich
French livery cloth, a fourth of a yard of
tha stuff, grocefully puffed and distorted
over o wire frame, glves you the togue
proper. Add to this a knot or two of bright
harmonious velvel, caught down by bril-
Hant Orpaments, right from a hat of last
year, tuck In a fluff of short ostrich tips
over oune ear and there! without hint or
help from a milliner, 1s a thing of beauty
and a joy for all autump. As a matler of
fact there is no reason, In this season of
small head oroaments, why women of any
depth of purse should not have as many
changes of hats as they have of gowns. Of
course these fortunates who never borrow
anything from last year's wardrobes, but
begin every season with brand new ral-
ment from toe to crown, are going to revel
to the point of extravagance among the
gpecinl materials, Imported and otherwise,
that the milliners offer for toque construc-
tion alone—that is to say the painted vel-
vots and the embeesed satins, not to speak
of the chenille embroldered nets that are
apread forth in all their seductive richuess.
These, for rich folks, are the very corner-
stones of toguo building, and there Is a
lovely goods, called brajded satin, that has
A Ereat vogue.

Breasta and the tall feathers of bhrida are,
for this partiowlar speclmen of hat, most
sought after and utilized so that the sheeny
plumage will fall agalnst the halr at either
side. Last winter there was a fancy for
wearing a knot of white ostrich tips
straightly upstanding from a point some-
whers just above the left temple. This
aeason the same ecarnest attention will be
given to velvet horns, jutting at correspond-
ihg nozles from just above either side of
the brow. Sometimes the horns are twisted
and spring trom Jewelad clireles, sometimes
they stand stralght fore ! apd erect lke
the pricked up ears of ¢ Itigent donkey
and gometimes they o: I t and close

together, In a4 very imitation of a
mule's obstlnato expre 1. But whatever
the angle of the hot there they are,
plquant, aggressive and indisputably maost

chic and becoming \imost as character-
fetlec of the newly arrived race of togues
are the rosettes, or to bhetter describe these
ornaments, the faunting bows that adorn
them at the front, sldes or rear. A wheael
bow proper Is a circulpr ornament of any
material preferred with n jewel In its center,
Those most universally adopted are made of
pmallest black ostrich tips, or soft and
highly tinted water fowl plumage, spring-
Ing from a sparkling center., Exceedingly
parrow ribbon with wired edges makes a
caplvating cockade; so does orisp net, and
even A blas plece of velvet, with its rim
treated with fine gold milliners’ wire, serves,
Felt Shinpes Galore,

Though the rule of the modes 1s that all
toques are fashlonable, not all fashlonable
headgear of necessity takes the form of a
toque.  On every hand the most entlelng
felt ghuces attract one In the millinery
r:..ul « \What these shapes enjoy. however,
ip common with thelr toque brethren I8
roundnecs and potitencss of form. Leaders
among them, in the department of distinctly
ornamented hats, are the Little Corporal,
Poat Doy and Peter the Great shapes. The
Littie Corporal Is nothing more nor less

iare cop- |
cerned the friyolous sirawa and flowers have | k

than a small incroyable, or the queerly
cocked felt that was worn in the period of
French dandyism immediately following the
French revolution. It I8 bullt of the most
allken soft felt, and In his mighty youth
Napeoleon the (Gireat wore one, at least when
he was a little corporal ln the French army.
In Napoleon's day a cockade slgnificant of
the liberty, equality and fraternity that
was supposed to relgn over the pscudo re-
publle adorned the face of the sharply up-
turped front brim, and the milliners have
everywhere mnde use of the ldea. TInstead
of llberty, equality and fraternity, the huge

NERVOLUS WOMEN,

The Opinton of a Famous Medieal
Writer as to the Cause,

In a recent lecturs on diseasea of women,
Dr. Hartman sald; A pervous woman s
alwavs a sick woman, Some drain on her
system is the cause of it. If the mucous
membranes are healthy, the woman |s
usually healthy. Each one of the numerous
and delleate orgaps of the human bedy Is
lined with mucous membrane, The slightest
catarrhal congestion of any of these mem-
branes glves rlse to weakening discharges,
which leads to nervousness, and finally pross
tration. Pe-ru-pa Is the only remedy that
I have ever found to be of lasting use in
these cases. Thousands of women are lan-
gulshing with the very common allment
known as female weakness, which in almost
every iunstance is caused by catarrh of the
pelvie organs. Pe-ru-na will oure these
cases promptly and permanently.” Mra.
Luey Lee, Naples, Texas, writes: "1 am en-
Joying better health than I ever did In my
lfe, I can't pralse Pe-ru-na enough, it Is
the greatest medicine there Is in the world.™

Dr. Hartman's latest book, written es-
peclally for women, “Health and Beauty,”
will be sent free lo. any address by The
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wting ribbon ends, seem half falling
out of the trough-like sides of the hat, or a

not of ostrich feathers trims off three core-

| ners, and usually a mild panache of the

: | pame plumes waves above (e crown of the
far, from n standpoint of benuty, we have |

hat. Occarjonally the front brim of a Little
Corporal Is glit in the center from crown
of a brilllant color In sharp contrast with
the brim. This mismatching of the two parts
pf o hat s a favorite device for the fall
and ore and all the good felts show an ex-
ceptionally soft and pllable qunlity

8late blue;, peacock green  and

brown are some of the favered eolors in I
felts g0 far, while the lmporiers are show-

|
copper
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| seagons now the pocket's fnte has been hang-

‘ﬂﬁ.ﬂ IFror, HijT jvor y@ wTH IS FLED

AND f muST PART,

‘j}fﬁf ALL UNSUNRG , FOrcor , UNWED
[/ H wsT Live any LIFFLE HEART!

| Littda Corporal, the Tost Poy and the Peter
Great ghould be
i n Freoch felt, its broad
| facude a ropetto of velvet In a lighter green

fone aud caught in the center by a flat

The Little Corporal Is
bearing on
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| button of brilliants
velvet fall and futter from the

libbon loops of green
point= of
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and a pale green plume

@
:J-)- The T'ost Boy I8 o warm robin red fel:,
IS e GG 83) turned off the face, and fts froot brim edged
%’JTWJ'@?}JWW with a shirred red velvet ribbon that falls
‘\‘ ‘lh [ () i one elde Into a plump cockade, mingled
| with dashes of brawn velvel. A cluster of
toward the buck and carry It two Inches Sk :Q‘I'MH:V' atd red cetrich feathers gives
down on the arm. The under side seams the hat height and dignity

A brown ridged felt brim, turning back
| from the fuce nbout a sapphiré blue felt
crown, I8 the color and material of the third
hat. A fold of black velvet winds about the
crown and @ varied bow of the same ornn-
menits the front of the brim. This springs

of the walst are also carrled nlong the arm
& distance to properly correspond and then,
a couple of Inches below lie usunl position,
the sleeve Is fitted In. This Is called the
court sleeve since |t displays the curve of
the shoulder as a presentation dress at the

court of St. James is required to. Two |fOIm & cut steel buckle, while o pulr of
pleats, or a tiny epaulotte, ¢lse nn elaborate | 5MO0th black wings, powdercd with steel
bralded pattern s placed where the sleeve | SPQUIUe, gives just the required uote of

thus | fashionable eccentrieity,

evolved

this long shoulder eeam anpd
pomething almost new has boen
from the lvely Parisian brain.
Dressmalors huve at last done away wiih
the =kirt For a couple of |

meels

A princess gown (u rough sandetone, red
camel’s hair and relieved only by a west
of rich green and white brocnde, I8 the sub-
Jeet of one of the single Hlustrations this
wiok, and shows to what severity of outline
the smart dressmaker 18 tending,. A sketeh
Elves a pretty blue peau de gazelle cloth
brafded In black and opening over a vest
of silk muslin. This |s something In & more

potket entirely

g in the balance and its location was at
tho placket hole, where only one out of every
fifty women reached It, Now that a wee bit
of stiffening in located here the pocket has

V)

O

‘Or How COULD Yyou Aivb /] GO O,
We wrHo wERE OicE §0 DEAR.,

ﬂ//ﬁ) Kivow SWEET igw FOREVER, GotvE ,
Chirr. you amn [ Are HERE?

ing hats that have fur crowns and felt
brims, felt c¢rowns and velvet brims and
very smart walking shapes made all of the
roughest brald wound on wire frames. In
veélvet shapes there are many new things
to captivate one's admiration nod attention,
for some of the velveta are attractively
striped, Interspersed with satin dols or
woven Io ridges that resemble the pattern
of corduroy.

The Alpine Ousted,

A round tubby llttle felt hat with a
bhighly ridged brim, called the Acorp, and
trimmed with hawk's quills, is the sort of
headplece the close follower of fashion
wears, when ahe goea about her early morn-
ing business In the street. It has not the
fmallest relatlon to the Alpine, for the top
of lts rather stiff crown Is as rvound mnd
level as a table and Instead of & crown band
ridges of felt, that might by a stretch of
the imomipntion be called small tucks, fol-
low the crown's clreumferenee, The brim
turns uo Iy on all sides and from a
ateel buckle, planted Mot en the hat, the
quills sprout. Now this may not he beauti-
ful, but it's very neat and new, and truly
we ate weary of the Alpine genus

As the sphere of hats widens by the week
0 also does that of dress, and we find afier
a seasen of falr experiment the tatlors are
lapsing back into the habit of lining thelr
Bkirta as of yore, instead of using the
separate sham, From Parls some of the
dressmakers have brought over m goods of
which they expect great thipgs. 1t |s used
for skirt linings and is called sllk paper.
One of lts chlef wirtues ls crisppess that
does not fail and endurance bevond that of
the most expensive silk. In price It com-
mands in Parls something leas than cheap
sllk, but over here it is still a novelty and
an experiment. The linlngs of dresses are, If
possible, more elegant than ever and all
women In these days, when something llke
sumptuary laws ought really to be passed,
seem to afford silk doublures, Dressmakers
a8 u rule Jike to cover the ioterlors of
skirts with silka in sharp contrasts to the
wool goods. The most dareling stripes are
not regarded in bad taste, bhut the stripes
must run borizontally, not In the perpens
Aleular,

A Queer Sleeve,

There is no pews, since rthe last edict,
about sleeves, except that you can spread
them all over with bruiding, let them fall
open, cup shape, on the shoulder, In case
you should have a narrow chest, or on a
plain cloth gown do & very new thing by
pot setting o your sleeve on the usual
shioulder line. True enougl, only women
with wonderfully perfect physiques can en-
dure the test, but dresemakers don't pretend
to say who is & Venus and who {s not, and

Fivuewe Wannfastnrine Mamnany

for anw eustomer & mistress of the nesdle

been ousted at last from ornamented skirts, |approachable form for the woman who

The snug fit of our autumn petticoats mives lwill  not trust to the clussie pos-
not a eranoy for its replacing, bun the wail- sibilities of her figure, while vet more
ors are making shopping and ralpy day, bi- agrecable is  the third sult of soft
cycle and golf skirts with one good square brown winter cashmere and Invisible
pocket sewed on the outside and on the | brown velvet. There is black braid used

front, where the wearer can revel In whole-
gome enjoyment of its comforts. Indeed
some excesdingly smart brajded skirts sre |
ehown with pockets applied to the outslde, |
but ko cleverly bralded about and over ns !
te be almost concealed while they do their |
good work.
Hinstratlons of Fashions,

Bignificant hots indes]l are the three set
forth with all their most marked c¢haracter- |chosen by Governor Tanner to christen the
istics, By their names one may know them, | battleship Ilinols, which s to be luunched
for they are excellent exponents of what the |4t Newport News, October 4. She Is one of

tastefully on the skirt and the litile jacket
that fulls over the wvelvet body is almost
wholly covered with bralding on cashmere.

SPOMSOR FOR THE ILLINOIS,

Chosxen to Christen
Great Battlenhip,
Miss Nanoy Leller of Chlcage has been

The Lady the

18, 1898,

- - e
the three daughters of the noted
family, the eldest bieing Mrs
of the newly-appolnted
Indin
violet eyes and fair hair, Bhe = decidedly

literary In her tastes. She haw enjoyed sov
eral eeasons of popularity in Washington
and London

| The ceremony of

christening
slmple and Impressive. Lpon
Governor Tanner and his satafl, with Miss
Lelter and her party, will stand at the bow
of the ship, nnd just as the last block is re-
moved Miss Lelter will break over the bow
the bottie of champagoe or water, which will
be Incaged In a sild pet. She will say: 1
| ohristen thee Illinols.'" The soene of n great
ship glidipg from it resting place Into the
| water s ane of great majesty,

CELIA THAXTON'S PARROT,
nnd Extremely
Hird,

A few yoars ngo when Mlss Thaxton lived
on an island off the const of New England,
among her lowers and birds was 8 gray par-
rot that she Kad inherlted from her mother.
But it must be admitted thut Polly, how-
ever much she was endeared to the poet
through long associdtion with her family,
| was roundly hated by the slanders
|  Although only a bird, she wns like an
' extremely disagreeable person apd having
passed nearly all her 1fe In the soclety of
human belpgs lostead of with her fellow
parrots, she had taken on thelr views and
-mannered wave, lnstead of thelr virtues,
very much as do savages when brought into
contact with eivillzation,

One of the ways by which Polly made her-
self dispgrecable was through lier powers of
mimicry. To her mistress she was iuvari-
ably sweetness nnd courtesy, and she would
#ay “'C-g<]-1-a, C-o-<1-1-0," as I she were
calling the name of her most (dolized friend,

A Coy, Artless Polite

in the most musical and endearing tones
possible, and from that turn te lmitating
the bashful, whispering utterances of a shy
little Norweginn mald until the girl would
be teased bevond endurance

In approsching Polly’'s cage It was no un- |
ugunal thing for a visltor to be capuvated
with her coy and artless manner, and the
very caressing way she had of putting out
n elaw In friendly weltome, and theg when
the unwary mortal was within her reach,
ghe would drive that enticing clnw inte his |
flesh 1like a thing of lron, There was never |
any truetipg her, for she was sure in the |
end to be treachery Itself. When she seemed |
to think the atmosphere too quiet, or when
Jenlous of visitors talking 1o her beloved
mistress, she would break out into a ter-
rifie screech that could be heard all over the
island.

Among the whims that scized Polly—and
she seemed forever to be intent upon mis-
chicfl—wns to annoy the new driver of an
express wagon by shouting “"Whoa' to his
horge fn the exact volece of the former
driver, which would bring the animal from
& smart trot to 4 sudden hult,

Let it be sald to Polly's crodit that eghe
was no mean songstress. Her favorite airs
were "Yankee Doodle' and a jumble of a
Norweglnn tune. She had also & pecullar
whistle, which a composer wove [nto a
serenade called “Polly,” and she frequently
ended her song, or whistle, with one high |
and very sharp note, |

One day Polly escaped from her perch and
was lnat sight of for several davs. The
ground was white with an ecarly snow and
the poet's brother, who was fond of hunt-
ing, went out with his gun., While wander-
'ng mbout In search of geme he saw in a
tree what he concluded wans an owl or gull,
and lifting his gun, took alm to shoot. Sud-
denly he was arrested by the sharp cry of
“Cedrle, Cedrie!” The bird had called him
by name and was no other than Polly her-
self, who for once at least, by a word in
good season, had saved her own life. Of
course Cedric got Polly down and took her
home, where she proclalmed her return by
sending over tke lsland one of her famous
shrieks.

After the death of the poet Polly again
dieappeared and ~as never more seen. Just
what her fate was has not yet been dis-
covered, but It iz supposed that she was
poisoned or In some way secretly killed,
That her life had been so long epared in the
midsl of her many enemles—all of her own
making—was due to the influence of her
beloved mistress, for whoee sake since her
death, no birds have been allowed to be
shot on the island, because she so loved
them.

THE EMPIRESS TUEN,

The NMomantie but Troe History of
Chinn's Henl RHuler.

The true story of the woman who is at the I
head of the Chinese emplre s of extraor-
dinary significance as well as interest. It
has been told how, disappointed with her
son's weak and characterless rule, gl has |
agaln taken into her own hands, openly, th
reins of power which she has held In truth
for a generation. This monarch, who Is
comparable to Catharine of Russia in hr"r]
sagacily and shrewdnezs and judicial wis-
dom, was once a slave. When she was a |
liitle girl she was sold by her father to be
a slave in the family of a viceroy in a re-
mote provinee of China. Her father wag of
Tartar blood, and one of those who could |
rend, and would not hnve thought of sclling |
his child, although she was “nothing but a
girl,"” but as the family had become desti-
tute in a rebellion the little girl of 11 sug-
gested this means of geiting bread for her
mother and Mttle brother and her fathor—
the Hitle brother whom long after she sought
wid made rich and powerful

Tuen served the viceroy's wife and moth-
er-in-low, and was taught spioning nnd
other useful arts by their malds. When she

SOME AUTUMN HATS.

was 12 she embroldered & beautiful tunle for
the viceroy, and he was so delighted with it
that he offered the lttle slave whatever she

| not followed the right principle.

withied most,
iwnd declared her heart's desire

maosL
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THIS OFFER ALMOST SURPASSES BELIEF.

Beautifies It

.o An External Tonic Applied to the Skin

As by Maoic.

The Discovery « the Age

A WOMAN WAaAS

Thousands have tried from: time Immem-
orial te soma cMeacious remedy
for wrinkles other Imperfections of
the complexion, but pone had ¥yl sue-
peeded until the Misses Bell, the now fum-
Bpecinlists, of 78 Fifth

discover
and

ous Complexion

avenue, New York Clty, offered the pub-
e thelr wonderful Complexion Tonle.
The renson so many falled to make thia

discovery bLefors is plain, bscause they have
Hulms,
Crenms, Lotlons, ete., never have a tonle
effect upon the skio, hence the failures.
The Misses Bell's Complexion Tonie has
a most exhilarating effect upon the cuticle,
absorbing and enarryiug off all impurities
which the hlood by Ite natural action {6
constantly foreing to the surface of the
ekin. It le to the skin whnt a vitalizing
tonle s to the blood and nerves, 8 Kind of
pnew life that immediately exbilarates nnd
strengthens wherever applied. Its tonic
effect Is folt almost lmmediately, and it
speedily banishes forever from the skin,
freckles, pimples, blackheads, moth patehes,
wrlnkles, llver wspats, roughness, olliness,
erupltions apnd diacolorationsg of uny kind,
In order that all may be benefited by
their Great Discovery., the Missea Rell will,
during the present mounth, give ta ahi call-
THE MIsSSEs B:iLY,
Tho Misscs Bell’'s Complexion Tonle,
pllo are fo. anl

THE INVENTOR.

ot LS -
N & ;\\:'“Iﬁ y
zose wih a 4

ers ot their parlors one trinl bottle of thele
Complexion Tonle absolutely free, and o
order thut those who caunot call or who
llve away from New York may be bene-
fited, they will send one botile to any ade
dress, all eMarges prepald, on the recelpt of
25 econts (stamps or silver) to cover cost of
packing and deliverisg, The price of this
wonderful tenie la $1.00 per bottle, and
thig llberal offer should bhe embraced by all,

The Misses Bell have just  published
thelr new hook, “Secrets  of  Beauty."
This valuable work is free to all deslring
It. The book treats exhaustively of the
importance of a good cowmplexion; tells
how a woman may acquire beauty and
keep it. Bpecial chapters on the care of
the bhair: how to have luxurinut growth;
harmless methods of making the hulr pre-
serve its natural beauty and color, even to
aldvanced age. Also instructions how to
banish superfluous hair from the face,
neck wnd arms without Injury to the skin,
This book will be malled to any address on
roequest.

FREE Trial Bottles of Wonderful Com-
plexion Tonle frea at purlors, or 25 cents
(cost of packing and malling) to those al a
distance

Correspondence cordially solioited.
droess
78 Fifth Ave., New York City.
Complexion Soap, Skin Food and De-

Ad-

Then Tuen fell on her knees
She wanted
wis a
viveroy

o learn to read like her father. It
extraordinary request.  The

told her that giris could not learn such a

not Lo
rirl,

hing, but Tuen told him she was
ame that the gods had made her a

and she could not help longing to kuow how

was adopted ns & donughter of the house and
well us lessons,
recelyed some paliticul

glven begutifurl clothes &

o read. So ber master had her taught, and,
1ls own doughier dying after a time, she

BRAIDED CLOTIH.

Later the vieeroy

honor from the emperor of Chink, and, be-

g destious

to give him a beaviitul aml

worthy present in token of acknowledgment,
he followed the artless orfental eustom and

Pekin The pirl's foet had

et Tunn to

never been bound, of course, and she could

o

The favorite slave of 1l

pind Leyond

Al ber mind was e vel-

that of most Chinege we

men.,
o emperor of Chinag

¢ by nll druggints.

became the favorite wife, and when tha
empress consort died she hecame empress
of China. On the journey by river to Pekin,
with servants sent with her by the vicsroy,
ghe had given a ring to n young lad who
saved a man from drowning in the river.
She hnd promised the ring to any one who
would save the drownipg man. The youth
to whom she gave the ring had a bright,
intelligent face; he was a sallor, In the
coarsn clothes of the lower class, Thut
wis Li Hung Chang.

During her son's minority Tuen was re-
gent, and now a8 empress  dowager sho
again nssumes command. The emperor is
about 24 years old; the empress is 00,

COAL WOMEN OF ST. THOMAS,

They Do the Work of Carrying Conl
to the Shipw.

When cable communication between the
United States and Cuba was cut off ss a
reault of the active operations of our army
and navy ageinst the Spanish coloniea In
the Caribbean ses, the telegraph statlons
among the neighboring lslands took on an
{mpertance which they had not hitherto en-
joved, The principal places which soon be-
came familiar to us ag news centers, rolutes
Harper's Barar, were Kingaton, Jamnlea,
Cape Haytien, Haytl and 3t. Thomas in the
Danish West Indies. Bt. Thomas, having »
good landlockes] harbor, also became promi-
nent as a4 coaling station for press bouls
and dispateh vessels, and as the head-
quarters of some twently-five pewspaper cor-
respondents, who made it their base for
gathering and disseminating the news of
the progress of the wur. The town of St
Thomas, sometimes called Charlotte Amalle,
{8 ono of those delightful spots bullt on a
hillslde, surrounded by trople vegetatlon,
facing the sea, and blessed with a climate
that varles little the year round, the tem-
perature rarely falling below 70 degrees or
rising above B0 degreed, Although a Danlsh
posscsaion, the lauguage of commerce and
soviety—such society as there is—is Eng-
lish. The majority of the population, how-
ever, s made up of negroes and mulatioes,
who speak @ dialect consisting of a mixture
of broken Dutch, Danlsh, HEuglish, ¥repch
and Spunish. These negroea are the de-
seondants of the glaves who wers Imported
| about 1680 to cultivate the plantstions of the
| Danlsh West Indla and Gulnea company,
and they are mostly fine specimens of the
| Ylack race. The women, lo poartioular, are
strong and well developed, and by renson
of thelr strongth and endurance hiave mady
themselves an important factor In the vom-
werclal development of the island. 1L s
gnld that vessels may coal more cheaply al
8t. Thomas than at any port in the West
Indles, and doubtless that s true, for thers
Is seldom o duy when someé steamer 1s pol
vonling ut the wharves, and the ships of all
the navies have made this lsland their prin-
¢ipal conling statlon for years, Perhaps this
quality of cheapuess is due to the employ-
ment of women laborers, for they are almost
exclugively used In transferring the coal
from the sheds to the bunkers. They do the
work botter nnd gquitker than men, and ure
always choerful at thelr labor. Huodreds
of women are employed in the work of
kupplylng one ship, and thus a continuous
Hue of these eloewy carrlers may be seen
gtriding up the gang plank, balancing thele

louded baskets on thelr heads, while an-
other stream, unladen, pours over the ship's
glile on to the wharf.

These 8t. Thomad coal carriers use large
uewetls for thelr work. They carry these
thelr beads, and so skillfully balanced

it o mecldent

gleujpeet ol

ovén on the
alipperiest of gang planks. So
oxpert are these women Lthat they can thus
carry ik load of from 150 to 2460 pounds of
While at work they usunlly slog some
pecullar and monologpous neogro melody, and
loading Is belng doune at night,
by the light of flaring torches stuck in the
ground near the coal heaps, these long,
craaning processions of erect black women
form a picture that is welrd and lmpres-
sive,

Theése women are talned to the work of

eVeT OCCurs,

toul

when the

carrylog lopds on thelr heads from baby-
hood slmost When they are not older
than & yeara they are taught to acrry
gmall londs an thelr heads, and thus they
hecoma famillar with the solence of parfect

balgnee—for It must be b sglence AL O
nr 1 0 girts are alle to carey heavier
loads in larger beskets, say from twenty
to thirty poutds, snd they bwcome profi-

clent in the wark by walkiog many miles
all over the laland carrying fruit and mer-
chandise for sale., Thus at 14 the nu:t

girl s tall and robust—Ilithe, wigorous,
tnneh oll tandnn snd havd finsh, Bhe Can




