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SOME AMERICAN MEDALS.

Ry I. K. SCRIBNER.

Medals Given to Indian Chiefs.

e

'

The first medals ever presented by
econgress were given to the officers of the
American army and navy during the revolu-
tionary war, and of those only twelve were
Jesued,
Ameriean who recelved a medal from his
government, Genernl Gates recelved one
because he beat the British ot Saratoga; Gen-
ernl Wayne for attpceking and capturing
Stony Polnt, on the Hudson; Generals
Greene, Loee, Morgan and five olher Ameri-
enn officers for victories obtalned by them
over the enemy. Congress presented Paul
Jones with o medal for his successful sea
fights ngalnst the British battleships. At
the close of the war, when Washington was
elocted the first president of the United
Etntes, congress had struck off in his honor
a medal. A% it was one of the fArst given to
any one during times of peace a short de-
gcription of It may he of Interest to the
boys who read thig article. The medal wos
ubout the size of the present silver dollar;
on one side was stamped the head of Wash-
jugton with the inscription, “Waslhington,
President, 1791." On the reverse was an
engle, arrows and laurel wrenth and the
wotids “Unum E Pluribus.”  An  earlier
medal, made In 1786, was of copper; It wns

gtomped with a sun surrounded by thirteen 1

stars, a laurel wreath entwined about the
Jetters “U. 8" and bore the Inscription,
“Libertas ot Justitin, 1785."" Nearly all of

the first medaly presented by the American | letters from Malne, for instince, would ask

congress were made It France.
During the war of 1812 congress presented

Geperal Washington was the firsl | many other occasions wherein this mechani-

oan be welded together, A lead bullet, It
shot directly at a stone wall, will develop
hent enough by the contact to melt and fall
to the ground a molten mass. There are

cal development of heat becomes manifest

NEWS ANOUT THE DROWNIES,

Mr. 'almer Cox to Take the Little
Peoaple to Eanrope.

Mr. Palmer Cox, whose stories of the
Brownles are known to young and old the
world over, is about to travel through Eu-
rope, taking the Browple band from their
wanderings hore, across the sea to Indulge
in new adventures and fresh scenes and
gports at well known European centers.

During the sixteen years of Brownle his-
tory, Mr. Cox has received an enormous
quontity of amusing letters from readers of
all nges; In fact, as soon ns a book 18 circu-
Inted, the letters begin to accumulate. A
great proportion of them are from children
Just able to write, telling what they think
of favorite Brownies, while most of thase
from older children make new suggestions
nnd requests that the band visit certaln
localities or take up certain sports,

“You can tell what locality most of the
lotters are from simply by the suggestions
they make,” sald Mr. Cox recently. **The

to have the Brownles sapping trees or mak-
ing sugar; boys out west would want to

Bty amimion

PEACE MEDALS AND OTHERS.

twenty-seven medals of honor to the na-
tion's suilors and goldiers, but most of these
woere glven o commanders In the navy.
Hull, the first dommander of the frigute
Constitution, recelved a medal from con-
gress for his victory over a Hritish ship.
It was algo the custom In these days for
congross to glive A =um of money to the
captaln and crew of the victorious ship and
for the citizens of the city at which they
first landed to get up & banquet in thelr
honor.

Four medals were given during the
Mexican war, but it was not untll the late
elvil war, In 1561, that the presentation of
medals by an act of congress galned any
beadwny. In 1861 congress directed the
secretary of the navy to have made medals
of honor to be given to petty oflicers and
pnllors in the navy, who distinguished them-
sclves by acts of bravery. Three hundred
and twenty persons recelved them, which
were in the shape of a five pointed star. Other
medals were pleo presented by congress to
men o the army and navy whom the gov-
ernment wished to honor, It hns alwanys
been the purpose of congress to recognlze
brave actions among American sailors and
goldiers by presenting a mednl, and the
gmall number which have been given out
miake them all the more valuable.

Perhaps the most famous peace medal, and
certaionly one of the first which was ordered
to be struck by congress, was the one In
commemoration of the treaty of peace be-
tween the United States and English gov-
ernments and which ended the war of 1512,
It was widely circulated and was eagerly
welcomed by the people. England also
caused to be made a peace medal in honor
of the treaty.

The custom of giving an medal to such
chiefs ns visited Washington was begun at
8 very early date in the history of the gov-
ernment. The most famous of this class
wis the one presented to Red Jacket, a
noted chief. He was very proud of the
bonor conferred upon him and always car-
ried it In a prominent place,

One of the first medals presented durlng
the colvil war is shown In the cut; Major
Andergon received it for his brave defense
of Fort Sumter. This was more slmple
than those given by the government during
the war of 1812. As shown in the cut, one
plde wns stanmped with the head of Major
Anderson; on the reverse was a soldler
planting the American flag upon the top of
a fort, This medal was presented by the
Chamber of Commerce of New York to the
commander of Bumter and to each man of
the garrison,

NOILING \;:-.\-:-l:iﬂlll WITHOUT FIRE,

DPetnils of a Novel Esperiment
Johns Hopkins University.

1t is possible to make a pall of water boil
without putting it on the fire and without

at

aprlying external heat to It in any way. 1n
fact, you can make a pall of waler boll by
piwply stirring it with a8 wooden paddle.
The feat was recently performed in the
physical laboratory of John Hopkins uni-
versity In Baltimore, Md,, and any one may
do It with a little trouble and perseverance,
All you have to do |s place your water in a
pull—it may be lee water if necessary—and
stir It with a wooden paddle, 1f you keep
at it long enough It will certainly boll. Five
bours of constant and rapld stirring are suf-.
Belent to perform the feat successfully. The
water will, after a time, grow warm and
then It will grow hot—so hot, in fact, that
you canmot hold your hand in it, and fnally
it will boil, Prof. Ames of Johus Hopkins
annually Hllustrates some of the phenomena

of heat by having one of his students per- |

form the trick In front of his class. It is a
tiresome job, but it is perfectly feasible,

The point which Prof, Ames wishes to il-
fustrate 18 what Is known as the mechanical
squivalent of heat. It requires just so many
toot pounds of work to develop a glven quan-
tity of heat. By turning the paddle in the
water at a regular speed It Is possible to find
out just how much work s required to ralse
the temperature of water one degree. The
best measurement so far made, and, in fact,
the one which s uccepted as the standard
of the world, is that which was measured in
Johus Hopking university.

Heat Is developed In ulmost any substance
which Is subjected to continuous or very vio-
Jent action. It & an old trick for a black-
smith to forge without fire. Loung-continued
yud violent hammering on two pleces of wire

S e P L WP R e

see cowhoy Brownies on broncos fighting
Jackrabbits; southerners would sugiest thelr
own sports and state that they never have
skating or sleighing, ete,

““The Brownle band originally were all of
a kind, My ldea was to Interest children
by telllng of a race of litle nyvmphs who
were alwaye on the alert, and did thelr |
deeds at night, The little figurcs or Infant-
fairies were mnade attractive by the tiery,
staring eyes, lurge head and body and elen-
der llmbe, At about the third story 1 In-
troduced the Dutchman, and other national
types were then added. Then many of the
letters recelved suggested new characters,
many of which were tradesmen that could
only be identified by tools or surroundings.
The policeman and Uncle S8am were next
aidmitted and one day In making a drawing
of Brownies running it seemed necessary
to have something tralling to show that
they were golng fast. The dude with his
long coattalls was the result. He s the
favorite because he Is dressed so well, ‘He
seems out of place among the rough band
which goes through mud and climbs knotty
fencen,' says one child, 'but if It were not
for the Chipaman (Brownle) his shirt
bosom would not be so hright.' The band

(1 heard you had to be punished."

wears & pink coat like papa, We think all
the Brownles are just dear and lovely.”
“Gilbert Mather.”
Another suggests "a little darky browny
with a ralson In his boot so he can steal

pollceman s away.,"” Other candidates are,
“n monk dreseed In a long gown with just
A fringe of halr aAround his head,"—a
“ennable,"” a clown and Santa Claus.

A large number of lelters come from
people connected with hosplials and mothers
of sick children, telling of the value Brown-
fes have been In keeping patlenta’ minds
employed. A surgeon stated In a letter that
he kept one of the books on hils desk and
after coming from distressing scenes, could
depend upon picking up that book and hav-
ing renewed spirit and vigor.

In one of the stories, the band, having
more secd than they could plant, scattered
some along the roadside. A letter came from
a child who thought this must have been
|near his house. Having found an Indian
plant on the rondslde, he enclosed it and
wanted to know if the Indian Brownle had
not planted it.

THE LITTLE VOLUNTEERS,

Frank L. Stanton.
Handkerchlofs for Nitle Nags,
Epaulelto—a rose;
Hobby horses for thelr nogs,
And—off the cavalry goes!
(They've heard the fireglde talk of war,
And that's what they ve enlisted for!)

With Httle shiny swords of tin
1Oh, patriotie sonst)

And gnrvden plots for fighting In,
With Lilllputian guns,

They march to forts and falry ships,

With mother's kisses on their lps.

And fleree shall rage the fight and long,
THI from the Hower-eweel west
Thae “mriu“u fall, and ovensong
Nhn summon them Lo rest.
Then mother's kisses, and “Good night'
Beneath thelr lttle tents of white!
Neew Used In War.

There are at least two recorded Instances In
which bees have been used nd weapons of
defense in war, When the Nowman general,
Laucullus, was warring against Mithridates
he sent n foree agalnst the city of Themis-
cyrn.  As they besieged the walls the in-
habitants threw down on them myrinds of
swarms of bees, Thesge at once began nn
attack which resulted In the ralsing of the
slege. These doughty little insects were
also once used with equal success in England,
Chester was besleged by Danes and Nor-
weglang, but its Saxon defenders threw down
on them the bechives of the town, and the
slege was soon raleed,

PFRATTLE OF T-I“!l YOUNGSTERS,

“Jimmy, you must npnot talk when older
people are talking.'” "“Well, 1 s'pose you
wiint me to grow up dumb,’

Sunday School Teacher—This morning [
saw a number of Hittle boys watching a base
ball game through holes in o fence. 1 hope
1 A not see you there, Johnny? Jobuny—
No, mi'am; you didn’t see me. 1 wans In-
slde.

A little Boston girl, who hnd been at-
tending one of the publle kindergartens, fell
fromm a ladder. Her mother caught her up
from the ground in terror, exclaiming, "Oh,
darling, how did you fall?"' “Vertically,”
l"j'lrliml the child without a sccond's hesiti-
tion.

“Paw,” asked the little bhoy, "dldn't you
say Il your speech that you expected the
mip of the world to be changed soon?" *'1
think 1 ¢id,” sald the orator. *Then what
Is the use of my stadyin' jography 7

“Little boy!" exclaimed the man who had
Just turned the coroer, “don’t you know it's
wrong for you to match pennies?'" "I ain't
matehin' pennies,' he angwored, as he sur-
rendered a coin to his aotugonist. “1'm
Jest tryin' to.""

“Willle, how aid you get along at school
today?" "Very well.,” “Now, Willle,”" his
mothier went on geverely; “‘don’t tell stories.
“*Yos.
But It didn’t hurt ns much as usunl.”

SHOOTING ON THE SEA,

form for Gunnm,

Necessarlly the deck of a vessel at sea,
suys the New York Press, offers a much
less satisfactory platform from which to
ghoot than the solid foundation provided in
a land fort, since eveu when the ocean is
enlmest the vessel must constantly roll
from side to side. Theoretically, the best
time to fire would be at the moment be-
tween the rolls, when the deck of the ship
Is perfectly level, and In a general wny It
may be sald that an attempt is made to
do the shooting at that Instant. It is prac-
tically impossible, however, to fire Invaria-
bly when the decks are horizontal. No mat-
ter how ecareful the gunner, the piece I8

soon grew to forty-two, when occasionally
I left one of the characters out of a book. |

almost always exploded Jjust before or just
after the proper instant.
The American practice, both in the army

A

THE BROWNIES AT CHURCH.

This would surely bring a host of letlers
nsking what had become of it, The king
Brownie was left out once amd then chil-
dren asked If they had killed thelr king '™
The requests for live Brownles are very
numerous, One child was willlng to ex-
change her baby brother for the dude and

promised to muke clothes for him. Here
18 ona request:
“Dear Mr. Brownle Man: “If there I8

any really brownles plduse send me one
why 1 ask you for one l& because | would
like to have one to play with. Flease send
me & girl brownie. 1 think 1 would prefer
a girl brownie because 1 am a girl If you
have pot a girl 1 do not care what kind of
o brownie you send me just so you do not
send me the police-man or the indian or
the chinaman. 1 am not peticlur which one
yonly so it is not those brownles. Yours
truly, EDNA ANDERSON."

“P. 8.-1 am golpg to ask my friend Bob
where you live"

Here are some common questions: 1
would like to know If you are a browny or
! man?' and “Is it very hard to catch
' brownles T
| Coming from other parts of the country,

tehildren  frequently urge thelr parents to:

i bring them to the house of the Hrownles, to

| #ee what they are like. When they come in

| the studio they stare around snd look dis-

appointed, when Mr. Cox has to explain

that they are not to be seen in the daytime.
The following letter is a sample of new

characters suggested:

| My Dear Mr, Cgox:

. “Will you pleape make a Huntsman

HBrownle not the kind who hunts wild beasts

will heat them to such an extent that they ' but the kind that rides after a live fox udlunu and §1.00,

and mavy, hos always been to shoot low
and always to save ammunition until It
was possible to use It effectively. In the
navy the tradition to shoot low has crys-
tallized Into n standing rule, unwritien in-
deed, but none the less religiously observed,
and its wisdom has been proved on more
than one occasion of great Importance.

The precise form of this unwritten naval
rule is to “walt for the downward roll."
This Is the converse of the maxim obtain-
ing In the British navy that It Is best to
take advaniage of the “upward roll,” which
has been observed almost from the begin-
ning of naval fighting by the gunners on
English ships.

This was rendered the more certain from
the fact that the spherical projectiles then
in use would ricochet along the surface of
the waves If they struck the water, exactly
as a stone will gkip along the top of a
pond when properly thrown from the hand
of a small boy.

A Hemnrkable Rencue,

Mrs. Michael Curtala, Pluinfeld, 111, makes
the statement that she caught cold, wtich
ecttled on her lungs; she was treated for a
! month by her family physician, but grew
I worse. He told her she wae a hopelesa viz-

tim of consumption end that no medlcine
could cure her. Her druggist suggested Dr,
King's New Discovery for Consumption; she
bought a bottle and to her delight found her-
self benefitted from first dose. She continued
its use and efter taking elx bottles found
hersell sound and well, new does ber own
housework aud is as well as she ever was.
Free trial bottles of thie Great Discovery at
Kubn & Co.'s drug store. Large bottles 60

chickens for the others to eat while the '

Rolling Ship an Unsntisfactory Plat-

We're going ta go on the suppokition
that It Isn't always going to rain-and
call you attentlon to our extraordinary
large line of bleyele boots for the ladies—
We show the handsomest boot ever

]Immmht to Omahp—cither In black or

tnn—all kid or dloth tops—the low cut—
the mediom cut<and the extra high ent
styles—woe've 20 many in go many &if.
forent styles and qoalitles that we can’t
begin to quote prices—but we can say
this—that the Moe Is larger and the
prices lower than you'll find anywhere
else In Omaha—We're surely headquar-
ters for shoes of all kinds.

Drexel Shoe Co.,

Omnhn's Up-to-date Shoe Hounse,
1219 FARNAM STREET

Fitting the floor lsn't the most Impor-
tant ecarpet essentinls—the fabric and
pattern of the floor coverng should fit
the room and house—Years of carpet
study have brought us carpet experience
that will Lie of great neslstance to you-—
Buying lhere menns perfect faste and
harmony—It means econnmy, too—our
exporlence and the magnitude of our
busginess enables ug to save money In
buying, and we glve yon the benefit,

OmahaCarpetCo

Omaha's Exclusive Carpet House,

1515 Dodge St.

___ — g ———————— | e — S — — — S —— ___'____=
When we look back and count up ten You ean't get over facts and it's time -
long years that we've been in business wasted to go ‘round them—When we
In Omaha and all of that time In ths say we are io the optienl goods bus ness A B
same place—we cannot but know that we mean that we bave everything in ."'c.c‘ i
onr work hns been satisfactory—else the way of spectieles, glisses, lenses ",“q
why has our buslness grown from day and frames you are Hkely to require or \'s "‘kt 2
to day—Naturally yon consider it a more your physteian  to preseribe—When it Ogo
relinble plice to go—than to gome make- comes fo fitting you with the glasses J.\\,s
£hift or temporary exposition  dental sultable to your needs you recelve com. s
parlors—here today to eateh the rush petent attention and the best goods to ‘5"‘..:"-"1""'
gone tomorrow—If our work by auy mis be had in town at anywhere near the -~
hup should prove unsatisfactory we will price—I'ut on your glasses and look at = 3
be rlght here ten yours from now o the facts—Eye examinations free, l\

make It pght—Not much risk in that for

BAILEY,

84 Floor Pnxton Dik.
1tth and Faraam.

18 Years
Experiennn,

The Aloe & Penfold Co

Leading Scientifie Opticians

1408 Far: . Sireet. { OMAHA

Opposite Faxion Hotel [

This Is grass-growing weather—we've
the lwwn mowers than can cut it—there's
an awful difference in lawn mowers -
some push hard—some ensy—some cut
the grass—s=ome dont—we've the kind
that do—-82.50 for the small size, from
that up to just as big as you wiant—
Washing machines that turn with n
ernnk—so easy that the baby can do the
fandly washing—these at 82.25 up to
§T.00—A lttle water filter, just what
vou've heen looking for—fastens on (o
the fmucet—costs only o teifle—just §1.08
—We keep o fine line of bitilders' hagd-
ware—and  furmdsh  estiiates on any
sizedd job. p

A. C. RAYMER,

WE DELIVER YOUR PURCHASE,
1514 Farnam St,

—

While we elaim to—and do carry the
best pianog ever midde—we never ask
funey prices for them—While at the
same time we how a line of the popular
medivm grade instroments that we've
priced at $120, from that up to F185—We
do not carvry the chenpest geade made
for we never ask any of our cnstoners
to aecept 0 pinnoe from us that we ean’t
recommend—it's not hiow cheap, buat how
rood we ean give you for the money ox-
pended—there’s satisfaction in knowing
you enn depend upon your dealer dolng
as ngrecd.

A. HOSPE,

Music and Arl. 1513 Douglas

\"'

T0 SUCCEED AS AN A

William Dean Howaells, the Noted Novelist.,
(ives His Ideas.

INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF HIS METHODS

Selects His Toplo First and Bullds
His Story Around It—=Genius =
Delasion, Only Hard Work
Counts,

“I am at work on another novel, which
will come out, I expect, toward the end
of the year,” sald Willlam Dean Howells
a fow days ago as he sat in his pleasant
New York study, overloocking Central park.
Mr. Howells s now in his 624 year, and
for a generation has been engaged In en-
tertnining the reading public with his gental
gtories, but his personal appearance, us
well as the virility of his writing, indicates
that he Is still in his prime.

*No,"" continued the novellst, In answer
to a further guestion, “I can't tell you the
title of the new story or even its exact
course, for the reason that those malters
are never decided with me until the actunl
writing Is completed, or nearly go.

My regular procedure is first to select
the tople of the story. This is usually some-
thing that has occurred to me, perbhaps
years before, and that has been developed
by occaslonally thinking about It

“The next step is the selection of charae-
ters, which {8 the matter of greatest care
and study, and I pever map out the exact
course of the story In advance. Naturally, 1
have & more or less distinct notion of how
it is to go, but I find that after I begin
writing one chapter suggests another, and
the story grows of Itself.

“Do 1 recelve requests for advice from
yvoung writers? Very often, and If the
number of such Inguiries coming to me
affords any Indication there Is no danger
of the extinetlon of the American novel, of
which some critics seem to be afrald.

“Phere lsn't much that can be said to
these young uaspirants for literary [ame.
The best advice I know Is: 'Go ahead, do
your best, write the truth that you have
as you gee it; and if one other person fecls
and appreciates it as you do, the effort will
not have been wasted.”

“Writing is so different from other kinds
of work, It depemds so much upon in-
dividual character and habits of mind that
it 1s impossible te lay down any hard and
fast rules In relation to it. No sooner have
you done go than somebody violates them
'all and still comes out on top, Still it may

be possible for an old stager, who has kept
{n more or less iatimate touch with the
literary world for a good many years, lo
say & word or two, chiefly In the wny of
encouraging and resssuring the beginner,
that will not be wasted.

No Rules for Presaration.

“1 will not attempt to instruct the begin-
ner as to how to prepare himself or her-
self (we musn't forget the ‘her’ In this), for
writing. As [ sald before. literature Is
pound by no hard.and fast rules, Thera ls
no set of books, s in law or engineering,
from which one must get his first principles,
1 don't mean that am scquaintance with the
best writing is of no value, but of vastly
greater importance Is the abllity and habit
of observing the life that exists about oune,
which nobody has yet put into a book. If
the young person we are discussing has the
gifts of mind which will make him a suc-
cessful writer these qualities may be safely
left to Indleate the course which his ‘prepa-
ration’ shall take. Only m this way can
variety, originality and sirength be pre-
perved in our literature.

“From this you may see that 1 am not
one of those who constantly upheld the clas-
sie standards as models for the young lit-
erary workers. 1 guess that fact Is well
enough known to those who are sufficlently
acquainted with me to be interested in what
1 say. The natural develupment of the novel
has been from the classic, through the ro-

maatic, to the naturalistie, [ Mke the latter

UTHOR|

term better thon realistic becenuse realism,

with whut Is sordid and unpleasant,
course that isn't true, for realty has lis
cheerful and encouraging side as well as the
reverse, Heallsm or naturalism belng the
present, and perhaps the permanent, goarb
of the novel in Its highest form, It follows
thut the writer's only texthook which he
must never disregard s life, life In some
one of its infinite phases. Sincerity is the
great  essentlal, Truth is the one
motto that the young writer should put
in big letters above his desk. So long as
he conforms to that his work cannot be
wholly lost.
Tendeney Toward Natnrallsm,

“The tendency of recent years has been,
I think, townrd naturalism. By that I do
not mean that It has commanded the
greatest number of readers. Mankind, at
least the majority of him, Is conservative,
stleks to accepted standards, demands the
same kind of food that he has been accuss
tomed to, But I think it an evidence ot
advanced and educnted lterary taste that
the most Intelligent element of the reading

in the minds of many persons, {8 nssocinted
of

character created by an aulhor con s from

gpiration Is likely to wait a long time for
his own individuality.

recognition,

Genlus In Writing I n Myth, “1 don’t belleve that a writer should try

“When our young person seis out in a
perfous attempt to write, having fully ab-
gorbed, let us say, the life about him, he is
surprised 1o find that it {8 hard work. He
decldes that he cannot hope (o become grenat,
for he has been taught that the great writer,
the genius in lterature, throws off his mus-
terpleces without an effort. 1 kuow of noth-
ing more discouraging to the young writer
than this genius theory and for the relief of
nny to whom it still exists ns a bugaboo I
will say that I am pretty sure that it's a
myth, The only genius worth talking about
in writing a8 in everything else Is the
genius of hard work, Of course brains are
necesgary and not all men have the neces-
snry equipment to become successful au-
thors, but the idea that good Ilterature
comes as a sort of heaven-sent Inspiration
is erroneous, Not to mentlon myself, I
can say from my acqualntance with suc-
cessful authors that most of the good liter-

nture of recent years has been ground out

PORTRAIT OF WILLIAM DEAN HOWELLS.

public now demands, not an
story, but a strong delineation of character,
a bit of nature or life transplanted to the
pages of a book. It is well for the young
writer to get It thoroughly settled In his
mind that nobedy In the future will be
reckoned great who Is fulse to bumanity
and that there Is no true picture of life
which is not, by that fact, a work of art,
The question for the writer to ask himself
conetantly and searchingly in contemplat-
Ing his work is: ‘Is it true—true to the
thoughts and principles that shape life?'

“As an example of the tendency to subor-
dinate plot take Tolstol, who Is, perhaps,
the greatest of realists. Some of his stories
are searcely more than exquisite delinea-
tions of character and motives and yet they
are masterpleces of fiction.

“You emphasize the importance of char-
scter delineation. In your writing are your
characters taken from life'™

“I pever copy the character of an indi-
vidual. That would be to give a porirait.
What Is taken represents a type Every

absorbing , by painstaking and laborious work.

1 mus-
pect that the same would be found to be
true of earller writers had there been news-
papers and reviews to probe Into their dally
lives and babits of work.

“Closely akin to this genlus delusion is the
jdea that & man can write with good re-
sults only when the fit s on him. This Is &
lnzy man's theory, but it s easy for the
young author to persuade himself into it.
The only way for an author to accomplish
anything is to set aside certain hours of the
day (not too many) and to devote himself
to the work then as completely as though he
were In an office or a factory. It may be
hard at first, but he will soon become ac-
customed to It and will grow into the habit
of working at that time. 1 don't belleve In
trylng to write #0 many hundred words
every day, but if the writer devotes a cer-
taln amount of time to his task, even if he
does not sccomplish much at each sitiing, he

to lose himeelf In hlg story, a5 |8 so0 often
recommended, The advice sounds well, but it
lsu't sound. I hold that the greatest actor
is the one who never forgets himself, and
g0 It Is In writlng, The author should stand
conglantly In the attitude of erlile and In-
quire, ‘Is this true? Is it the wny such a
character would act or speak under such
circumstances? He should have all his char-
neters olearly delinented. They should stand
out plainly before his mind's eye. But, after
all, they are the creations of hls own Indi-
viduality and must remain so, If the story
I8 to be worth anything.

“As to the best time and the best way
to work each man must dedlde for himself.
1 used o do mont of my work at night, a
survival of the nowspaper hablt, I suppose,
But now I have changed to the morning,
and nearly all my work is done before the
noon hour. I think that that Is really the
best time, that a muan's mind is fresher
and more vigorous then, In composing 1 gen-
erally use a pen, because 1 want to see the
last word or sentence 1 have written, where
careful thought Is Involved and I am golng
slowly. But I have a typewriter in my study,
and when 1 see pialn salling ahead 1 turn
to that. I may say, too, that my greatest
diMiculty, and one that I probably share with
many other writers, 18 In making a beglin-
ning. It Is mighty hard work sometimes (o
start a story that will always enrry itself
along once It 18 under way,

“It is often sald that tpo many hooks are
written nowadays. 1 don’t agree with that.
Many, yes, most of the books published
every year have no enduring reputation, but
it they are the result of earnest effort, it
they are falthful pletures of some phuses
of our varled life, and strike a responsive
chord in some few readers, they mre not
wasted, and are not to be accounted fall-
ures,

“0f course in this, ag in ull that T have
sald before, 1 am not speaking of literature
as o money making profession. Not that It
s wrong to write for money, Most of us
are under the necessity of making money
by our work. But 1 don’t believe that any
man ever devoted himself to literature for
the sake of making money. [If any man ever
did, T am afraid he made a gad mistake, and
would have been much better off In some
other kind of work. It is true that the best
writing Is not nlwaya the most profitable,
and that, in writing for money, the nuthor
must consult the tastes of his publisher and
the publisher’s public rather than hig own.
{ do not say that this work is lgnoble, but
it I8 necessarily, In o measure, unsatinfac-
tory to the author. 1 suspect that most ol
us do cight hours' work of the kind we are
compelled to, In order that we may fpend
two st what we really like. I may say, o
passing, that the writing of serials is a poor
author's surest means of support, and the
multiplication of perfodicals has greatly Ine
oreased the market for these. But the
money side of Hterary work 8 not the most
Joyous to dwell upon, and, as a royal road
to riches, literature I8 certainly o failure.

Is the writing of short stories good prace
tice for young authors?"’

“1 think 8o, The necessity of saylng much
jn little space gives o crispness and brevity
of style that I8 desirable. American writers
seem to have a genuls for short story writ-
ing equal to that of the French and bave
produced some of the best tales in exist-
ence,"

“Are we developing a distinctively Amers
lcan Hterature?"

“Qur literature {8 becoming perhaps nok
more national, but more ludividual. 1 bhave
been askod what 18 the best part of the
country It was best for a writer to be born
in and have sald that If such prenatal ad-
vice could be of uby value I should recom-
mend the west or at least the middle west,
Certainly some of our best stories have
deult with the life of this region, But I
think that people enjoy plotures of everyday
Hife from wherever drawn, provided they
are true, My own most successful book,
judged by its sales (A Hazard of New For-
tunes), has Ils scene in New York city
There |8 plenty of material In every corues
of our big country for the eye that can dis-

will ind the results mounting up in & sat-
‘ jgfactory way. The man who walts for in- ‘

cern and the skill that can delineate it Ia
truth.”




