(Copyright, 1508 by Knte Tannett Woods,)

Mr, Christopher \'rd A man of repiuted
wealth and excellent family from over the
#pen, chose to seleet his home not far from
Boston, He llved quite alone. The people in
the villug near by knew Mr. Ved by sight
only. His books and a maltese eat seemed to
be his only companlons. One night, as he
was taking a quiet stroll under the stars,
he was addressed by Mr. Irving, whose villa
was nearly a mile away, Mrs. Irving had
been taken suddenly ill, and the man was
in town for the night; the mald servants
had utterly lost their self-control, and Mr.
Irving begged Mr. Ved, who wne known aa
an expert horseman, to oblige him by going
for the family physician In Boston,

Mr. Ved mounted the horse and rode as
he was instructed to do “like mad." On his
return, although he had never entercd or
desired to enter o house near him, he re-
ported his success, “the doctor would soon
be out.”

Mr. Irving thanked him profoundly and
entreated him to be seated in hia library
within call should further asslstance be
NeCessEary.

Everything was In confusion. Just how
long this young philosopher and student had
been seated there he did not know, when
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CHRISTOPHER VED.

HIS STRANGE COURTSHIP.
BY KATE TANNETT WOODS.
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away the dear people and leaves the bad
ones."’

““My mother is all that 48 neble and good,
little Madeline.”

“Is?" snld the child, with wide-open eyes.

"Yes, Madeline. What would you do If
you had been unkind to your mother? What
would you say?"

“Oh, Mr. Ved, 1 should beg her to forgive
me;, and [ should never rest untll she did;
nnd then the loving would go on betler and
better for the hard pa

“Do you think It is easy to eay
been wrong," Madeline?”

“No, It Is hard, very hard; but Mr. Ved,
mamma says it Is cowardly rnot to own
yoursell wrong, and 1 never want to think
you are cowardly, for papa says you are
brave.'

“Then 1 will Indeed be bravas, liitle girl.”

That night Mr. Ved wrote a lotter and it
read ns follows:

My Beloved Lady Mother—In the years
of silence which have passed I have thought
of you hourly, sometimes bitterly, Recently
n new influence has come Into my lonely life,
the sweet, eaving Influence of a little child,
the daughter of o neighbor. She harrowedl
up my very #oul by asking me If 1 had a
mother or If God had taken her from me,
and 1 told no falsehood whi.-n 1 sald *‘you

‘I bave

the door opened and a lovely child of some
12 or 12 years entered. She was much angl- I
tated and shaking with nervous dread,

"0, Mr. Ved," she gald, “may I stay wnhi
you?"
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|}uu to become his wife,

had been taken from me.’ 1 eannot now
feel kindly toward the man who induced
although my [ather
urged you to marry again, 1 will say noth-
ing of him, but I doubted him, My little
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WITH BOTH DIMPLED HANDS UPON THE VISITOR'S CHEEKS,
TWICE.

KISBED HIM

“Certalnly, child, If you wish, What can
I do for you?®"

“Nothing; only I am so frightened.
Maomma was sick once before and they said
she would die, and now papa tells me I
must not cry or make a noise and 1 cannot
go to mamma's room, Every night of my
life I ask God to keep dear mamma well.
Do you know her, Mr. Ved?"

“Only as I have sgeen her passing and re-
passing from the station.'

Mr. Ved observed that the little figure
was clad only in a white night robe and he
immediately wrapped an afghan about her,
which he took from the llbrary couch.

"Will you not rest here, dear?’ he sald,
kindly, .

'"No, no,” she gald, "I cannot rest any-
where while mamma s In danger,'” and
then, with a sudden quickness of tone, as If
she were struggling to keep back the tears,
she sald: “Have you a mother, Mr, Ved?"

The man started visibly.

“I had once, but she was taken from me."

“Oh, how sorry 1 am, but If my mamma
Kgets well you ean have her to love you; she
belps every one. Did your mamma always
smooth things out for you?"

“Yes, yes," sald the man. “She did every-
thing that was kind and good."

There wonas sllence In the llbrary for a
time. Mr., Ved was doing some serious
thinking. A little child was leading him.

There was much running up and down
stalrs after the doctor's arrival and It was
a rellef to Mr, Ved when the door opened
and Mr. Irving appeared.

"“Thanks to your promptness, the doctor
says, Mrs, Irving is now all right. You must
have ridden at breakneck pace, Mr, Ved.”

“Yes; I was accustomed to that at home;
but I must go now; and I trust that you
will eall upon me if I can be of the slightest
service,"

Y0, papa,’” {aterrupted Madeline, from her
couch, “do ask Mr, Ved to dinner some day;
his mother has been taken away, and-—and—
O, I should dle if It were my mamma!*

“Why, little daughter, 1 did not know
you were here. Den't cry, pet. Mamma Is
quite safe now, und Mr., Ved will be more
than welcome at any time."

“But, papa,” cried Madeline, clinging to
her father, "I want to thank Mr. Ved for he-
ing s0 good to us, just as I thank you.'
Without waiting for either reproof or en-
couragement, the child threw the wrapplpg
from her, and,
upon the visitor's chmh. kissed him twice.

“Once,” she sald, “was for helping my
dear mamma, and once for the mamma who
was taken away from you.'
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The next day Madellne called with her
governess to bring him a message and some
flowers from her motber, and a few choice
grapes from town. B8he called frequently
after that, sometimea Lo borrow a book for
her father or mother, sometimes 1o tuke a
pew magazine, and often with Invitations
to dinner or lea.

The Invitations were declined, as Mr. Ved
had Injured his ankle, and was more than
ever given to reflection and study.

Mr. Irviog called frequently also
found his qulet nelghbor a most remark.
nble young mhn, He was always reserved
gnd somewhsat cold to all but Madel'ns;
with her he was cheerful and ahnost happy.

The child came one day with Miss Andre,
the governess, to borrow & book of “Greek
and Homan Antiguities,”” for mamma had
been telllng her about the “Capsa,’ where
the books or serip was cared for lu the
olden time, and, after the usual chatier and
stories, something in the man's manper {m-
prossed itself upon the girl. “Mr. Ved'"
phe sald suddenly, “how your mother must

with both dimpled hands §

and |

mentor tells me that her mother, who Is &
charming lady, s called the “dragon killer,"
and I recall how you were wont to cast out
my demon temper.
Ever since I left you I have lived the life
of a hermit. I avold every one and only
visit the haunts of men for books, which I
devour still; but, O, how 1 miss your pres-
ence and your love.
Little Madeline has taught me that it was
cowardly to leave you and I confess that it
was,
Is Lord Westbrooke kind to you? Are you
bhappy?
You will smile when I tell you that T am
thought to be quite old over here. I feel
old, I am, however, enriching myselfl with
knowledge and this beautiful land bhas a
powerful fascination for me,
I read and study alone In my modest
home, without even a servant, and at night,
when thoughts burn too deep for sleep, 1 go
out and study the stars.
Madeline's parents are very kind, but she
it was who killed the dragon, Her little lips
were the first ever pressed Lo mine since
you entreated me not to leave England. 1
call the little thing '‘my sweetheart”  in
my thoughts and I watch her unfolding as
I watch the roses In my modest garden,
Some day you must come to this charming
America and win me from this life of soli-
tude; until then forgive nod love your im-
petuous boy, They know me here as
“Christopher Ved," but to you, dearest, I
am still your loving but willful son.
AUBREY VEDDER.
The broken ankle was still troublesome
when the London letter came and was car-
rled to Mr. Ved by Madeline, whose father
now spent many pleasant hours with his
nelghbor at the hermitage., It was & brief
letter, but It told volumes to the eycs of
love.
It read thus:
Aubrey, My Preclious Boo—Your mother
has needed you every hour; but she dare not
nsk you to come to her; you would be un-
happy.
Lord Westbhrooke Ils very (1), and when 1
have faithfully fulfilled all my vows even
unto the end, then I will come to you.

It will rest me to be in new surroundings,
and n log cabin would seem a palace If 1
could share it with you, Do get a good sery-
ant, my boy, and live as becomes your
father's son,

I am & close captive in my house, and sel-
dom see anyone,

1 pray for you daily, and 1 bless that dear
girl for bringing my boy back to his own
place in his mother's heart.

Write me frequently until we are permit-
ted to meet agaln,

YOUR DEVOTED MOTHER.

—
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It was two long years before the Irascible
and exacting old lord was leid to rest. It
wis but u few weeks later, however, when
Lady Westbrooke placed her affalrs in the
:.mmls of her solicitors and salled for Amer-
{+1

One bleak November day, when all old
New England families were planning for the
{ festival of Thanksgiving, Lady Wester-
brooke came to this new land. Her son was
4t the pler in East Boston to meet her.
Aubrey was amazed to see what the years
of confinement and care had accomplished.
The fine color which had Leen his pride had
fled, and the bright eyes seemed heavy wilh
unehed tears. He reproached himself as Iu
remembered that his own desertion and
neglect had added lines to that dear face.

They drove out to the hermitage, and u
the carriage rolled slong. the stranger com-
mented on the beautiss of the drive,
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L “You have kept the house exactly as you

 _

have lived In it, have you not, my boy?™*

“Yes, mother, even my desk s In Its
usunal confusion.™

“We will not change matters for the pres-
ent, will we, Aubrey? I want to get into the
life you have led here, and to realize what
the years have hrought you; it will be my
pride to live as you have lived, for a time,
at least"

‘8o 1 thought, mother, and for a short
feason, until you are quite rested, no one
shall interfere with the simplicity of the
Hermitage; 1 shall cownt #t am henor —to
serve you.''

“I want, however, to see your little men-
tor, before I meet any one else; ¥ am in-
debted to the child more than I can tell.'

“You shall see her very soon, mother. For
your sake, the Irvings have decHMned all
Invitations, and have Insisted on our taking
A& genulne old-time Thanksgiving dinner
with them. It will be a novelly to you, and
will give them much pleasure.”

"“As you please, dear; when I am reated.”

It was some days before Lady Westbrooke
saw Madeline, but she found traces of her
handy work In the decorations of her room,
and comfort In the dellcate note of welcome
froimh Mr. and Mre. Irving,

Madeline had been a puplil In a famous
school for girls in Boston for srome time now
and had grown into quite a tall young
womnn, ready to celebrate her 16th birth-
day befors many moons.

Lady Westhrooke greeted her with a
motherly embrace and thanked her again
and again for her kindness to her son.

Mrs. Irving and her husband soon became
nttached to the stately woman whose gra-
clous manner and gentle volce captivatgd
their Infant eon. When the long winter
wore away the Hermitage garden became a
favorite spot fer mother and son, and soon
changes were made; n few old, devoted fam-
Iy servants came over from BEngland: rare
and beautiful articles were seut from the
old home and the light eame back which
ever comes when the heart Is at peace, and
the color deepened In the oheeks of the
woman who had seen so much sorrow,

Madeline was her joy and delight, They
walked together in the vacations, rode and
drove, and four years later, when Aubrey
Vedder won the charming girl for his wife,
and she came to live In the enlarged and
now beautiful Hermitage, Lady Westbrooke
was often amused by the readiness with
which her new daughter met the jokes of
her son. He openly declared *‘that no man
living ever had such a remarkable court-
ship, for his wife had kissed him at mid- |
night when she was but 12 vears old, and
he had taught her all the Greek she knew.”
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Patronize
Home Industries| -

Dy Purchaning Goods Made at the Fol-
iowing Nebraska KFactories:

AWNINGS AND TENTS.

OMAHA TENT AND RUBBER CO.
(Successors Omaha Tent and Awning cua)
Manufacturers tente, awnings; yoblLors ladles
and gents' Mackintoshes. 13

Farnam Bt., Omaha.

Tents tor rent.

BREWERIES,

OMAHA BREWING ASSOCIATION.
Carload shipmentas made In our own refrig-
erutor cars. lue Ribbcn, Ellte Export, Vienna
E!lplil‘f‘ I:!ld Family Expourt delivered to all parts
of the city,
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NOTLERS,

OMAHA ROILER WORKS,
JOHN R. LOWREY, Prop.

Bollers, Tanka and Sheet “ron Wurl: nmm
facilities for doing repnirs ete. Tel F
S— _=__ —

CORNICE WORKE.

G. F. EPENETER,
EAGLE CORNICE WORKS.

Manufacturer of Galvanised Iron Carnices, Ga'-
yvanizged Iron Bkylights. Tin, Iron and Blate

Roofing. Agent  for Kinnear's Bteel Celling.
1M 1012 North Fleventh xirest,
= | e ELS

CRATKER FACTORIES,

AMERICAN BISCUIT AND MF'G. CO.
Wholeras Cracker Manulacturers,
OMAHA, NEB.

DYE WORKS,

SCHOEDSACK'S TWIN CIiTY
WORKS, 1621 Farnam St
Dying and cleaning of rments and goods of
Ve dl'll«l:l'll'lllm (lunr‘ of fine garments a
speclalty.

Dye

FLOUR MILLS,
8. F. GILMAN,

Flour, Menl, Feed, ilnl. 1013-15-17 North 1Tth
Street, Omaha, Ne¢b € E. Black, Manager,
Telephone 582,
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IRON WORKS,

DAVIS & COWGILL, TRON WORKS,
Iron and Brass Founders.
Manufacturers and Jobbers of Machinery. Gen-
eral repairing n _ speclalty. 1501, 1503 and 1505

Jackson street, Omaha, Neb,
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LINSBEED OIL |
WOODMAN LINSEED OIL WORKS,
Manufacturers old process raw llnseed oll, ket.
tle bolled Hnseed oll, o!d process ground ]in;eed

Il , ground and ..:!enll Naxseed for dru
u ‘!l ETQ oM \“ lhEBl
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MATTRESSES,

OMAHA BEDBING CO.
Manufacturers of high ‘grade Mattresses, 1113

leneg Street. Omaha.

OVERALL AND BHIRT PAC‘T’ORIIS—

KATZ-NEVENS COMPANY.

Mfra. Clothin n‘lhtl. sairts, Oversils,
“OMAHA. NER. '

SHIRT FACTORIES,

J. H. HVANS,
NEDRASKA SHIRT COMPANY.
Exclusive custom shirt tallors. 1517 Farnam

——
VINEGAR AND PICKLES,

HAARMANYN VINEGAR CO.
sfanufacturers of Vinegar, Pickles, Catsups,

Mustards, Celery and Worcestershire Rauce,
e —

WAGONS AND CARRIAGES.

WILLIAM PFEIFFER,

a good, substantial vehicle of any descri

Hon rnr rmlﬂun or rubber tires on new or old

wheels—the best plnu is Eith and Leavenworth
Bireets.

DRUMMOND CARRIAGE CO.

, medlum priced and tony o e,
Amq you want, secund hand or new, rl‘l't'“-
uarierns rubber tires, warranted
&auur opposite Court House

CIGAR MANUFACTURERS.

'I’HE O'MAHA DAILYBEI!‘IIIURBDAY, MAY 10, 18988.

Pictures of the Complete
American Navy

And know the construction, cost,

All the more important Spanish vessels, photographs of Dewey,
Sampson, Schley, Miles, Coppinger, Brooke, and
officers of the Army and Navy.
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20 VIEWS, i
¢ PHOTOGRAPHS s LEADING SPAN

- Lﬁuw?w
COMPRANY

200 Rare Pt S
d Equ\Pm

" ILLFATED MAIE

U S. Nm)c:l pho‘\’og‘mpher.
H MENOWAR

PURBLLSWMERAS

all the great

All the Spanish possessions, including Cuba, Porto Rico and the ==
Philippine Islands, are shown on maps 24x18 inches,

Large Colored Maps of the

East and West Indies

Together with mail and steamship routes, and distances to
main seaport towns clearly shown.

“You can follow the Movements of every War Vessel

etc., of every ship, and see the Portraits and names of

their Brave

CUT OUT THIS COUPON.
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This Coupon with 25¢ will secure

™ Official Photographs

OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY.

Address,

NAVY PHOTOGRAPH DEPT.,
¢ Omaha Bee,

Officers and Crews.

Secure this incomparable work at once.

You can get this collection of pictures, with the

maps, for

size, tonnage, armament, speed,

25¢c and This Coupon.

Mailed to any address in the United States or Cans

ada, for 4 cents extra postage.

NAVY PHOTOGRAPH DEPT.
THE OMAHA BEE.

Omaha, Bee Bullding; Council Bluffs,
Omaha, 24th and N. Sts; Lincoln, 1020 O St,

10 Pearl St.; South
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HENE & CO.
Largest factory in the west. Lea Jobbars
K Ci ldnecln and oseph
:'ualo our .&2’ Purnam Strest, . J

PATRICE, W, Va., Nov. 14th, 1897.
Nobody will ever know what ter-

rible ago

falling of tﬁe womb,

my wife suffered from
It was terrible,

I cannot describe it She commenced
to improve from the very first dose of
Wine of Cardui that she took. At the
end of two weeks ahie is better than

for three years before.
raise Wine of Cardui enoungh.
alln everybody a utv}t.

She cannot

She

J. JENKINS.

SarLrvs, 8. C., June 24th.

1 have used one bottle of McEl-
ree’s Wine of Cardui, and it has done
more for me than lll the medicine I
have taken from my doctors in the

past twelve months.

N Win
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MEELREE’S

5 Cardy)

OMEN are the real heroes of the world. What burdens they do carry!

How they

do suffer from

the ills peculiar to womanhood! They en~

dure this dragging torture weeks months, years. The story of weak-

R | ness and mﬂeri::ge is h:emten in
S in 8

::fmﬁ’::u nearly every case of this kind of trouble.

table wine that is made for women.
ing and soothing influence upon

Cardw is a ve,

healing, stren
It inﬂgotatcl and stimulates

g EEs

the drawn features, in the sallow skin, in the

of care and worry on the face. But there is a remedy

McElree's Wine of
It exerts a wonderful
the organs of womanhood.

It is almost Infallible in
curing the peculiar weaknesses, irregularities
and painful derangements of women. Year after
year, in the pdvmmﬁ the home-=away from
the eyes of eve -—it affects remarkable
cures. Every Zuggut sells it. $1.00 Per

the whole system.
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