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TALK OF MATANZAS

Pombardment is an Intcresting Top'c at
Washington,

OFFICIAL ACCOUNT IS NOT RECEIVED

Becretary Long Thinks it Was Bimply an
Exchange of Ehots.

DOES NOT BELIEVE IT A REGULAR BATTLE

Pres'dent Gives No Orders Directing the
Fleet's Movementa,

WAR APPROPRIATION (S NOW EXHAUSTED

Navy Depariment Stops Buying War
Bhips for Lack of Fumids, but
Thinks Congresn Will Come
to Its Relief,

WASHINGTON, April 28. -—The shelling
of the Matanzas batteries was the toplc of
absorbing Interest throughout naval and offi-
c'al clrcles today, It was discussed “on the
tasls of Lthe press reports, es the Navy de-
partment received mo Informaticm whatever.

Becretary Long sald at 4 o'clock, as he
closed up his ofMece work for the day, that
no report had been received from Admiral
Bampwon, nor was the Navy department ad-
viged in any way of the shelling of Matanzas,

Mr. Long added that he felt no dispositioa
to keep from the public any tiews concerning
such an Important event as a naval engage-
ment or a baitle. While it was essint al
that future strategic moves should be
guarded with the greatest care, yet he male
it clear that this did not apply to events
alter they had actually occurred, for as to
battles and thelr attendant casualtles, he
recognized that the public was entilled to
know what Lad occurrel,

The secretary sald that In the atsence of
all Information he was inclined to belleve
the shelllng was confimed to the exchange of
a fow shots. and did not assume the pro-
porilons of a regular bombardment.

When his attention was directed to reports
that the shelling war the result of direct
orde:s from the president, the secretary sald
this was no! so, as the preslident wis glving
po direct orders on any of theze movemunts.

QUITS BUYING SHIPS,

The Nuvy departmest his completely
consed its purchase of ships for conversion
Into war vessels, owing to the exhaustion of
the $30,000,000 war fund, It Is coafidewily
expected that congress will come lo the re-
ligf, as the government Is still in need of
auxiliary vessels,

The news of the safe arrival at Liverpool
of the big Shemandosh was gladly recsived
at the department. Consul Boyle at Liver-
pool forwarded the lnformation,

The Port Hoyal dry docks, according to
official information, will soon be avallable
for our ships, even the biggest of the fleet,
ehould they meet with disaster. The report
of the constructor shows the entrance ig
widened aemd clear., The work of dredging
the basin is still in course of compietion
and will soon be finlshed. The comtractors
eatimate that fifteen days more will cuffice
to complete it.

The burcau chiefs met today to begin the
conslderation of plans for three mew battle-
ships authorized by the naval appropriation
blll, and progressed go far that clreulars will
be sent out tomorrow Inviting bide from the
¢hip bullders. The vessela will be In the
maln slmiiar to the battieship Illinols now
bullding et Newport Newas, They will be
about 15,200 tons displacement, seventy-five
feot beam, twenty-three and one-half feet
depth, aixteen knots speed, will be covered
with heavy armor and armed with thirteen-
inch and six-inch gues In addition to nu-
merous cecondary batteries,

CROWNINSHIBLD WILL REMAIN,

It can be eald authoritatively that there Is
ne present prospect of a change In the head
of the navigation bureau. The present effi-
clent chief, Captaln Crowninshield, though
anxious to take his place In the Nghting
line, has ylelded his personal ambitlons to
the urgent demands of Secretary Long and
the president and will femaln at his poat.
He ls In good health, motwithatanding the
severe straln to which he has been sub.
Jected,

A rather striking sign of the imminent
evuaion of Cuba was contained today In the
chartering by the War department of elght
darge steameras of an average capacity of
about 2,000 tons and able to carry from 500
to 1,200 passengers each. ‘These are to be
‘used as transports for the conveyance of the
first milltary expedition to Cuba.

T&e names of the boats are the Ollvette
and Florida of the Plant line; the South-
ern Pacific company’s steamsr Arinsas; the
New York & Texas company's vessels,
Comal, now at New York, and the Malamo,
now enroute to the gulf, and three fAne
thlos of the Beston Merchant & Miners' line
In Baltimore, the Allezheny, the Berkahire
and the Deeatur Miller.

The price pnid for these vess:ls is from
$10,000 to $15,000 for the thirty days for'
whick they are engaged, They will be
tuken chargo of by the guartermaater's de-
partment at the earliest possible moment,

General Ehafter, in command of the United
States troops now concentated at New Or-
leans, has beea In consultation with the
officiala today as to the execution of plans
for the eampalgn, but the orders given him
cannot be made public,

CONSIDER ARMY APPOINTMENTS.

The president and cablnet will consiler
tomomrow the large number of applications
for appointmenta for the posis of major
general and brigadier geseral, an? there s
some expectation that the president win
be able to nominate some of these officecs
tomorrow,

General Lee arrived here today, alter a
ten days' viait to his family in Virginla,
With bim came Misgs Clsneras, the young
Culan girl rescued from Cabanas, who has
been the guest of Miss Lee.

The general shared the keen publle lo-
tercst In the ehelllng of Matanzas. He had
visited this city frequently, and waa familiar
with the lay of the land and defenses. He
sald the batterics were antiquated and were
not likely to offer any formidable resistance.

General Lee says he has vot yet recelved
4 challenge to fight a duel, sent by the late
naval attache at Washington. It is stated
that three or four people have offered to
accommodate the lieuteraut If he desires a
meeting.

The French embassy here received a dis-
patch from Parls stating that a decree of

neutrality between France and the Unitoed
Blates bes been framed and that a copy |
would be forwarded here. The awbumiloer -
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wrote the State department saying that the
decree would be forwarded.

Mexlco, Argentine, Corea and Beigium
have also pro-limed neutrality. Corea’s heu-
trality is considered Important owing to lis
proximity to the Philipplaes,

GERMANY STILL WAITS.

The State department has heard nothing
from Germany, but this causee no apprehen-
slon, owing to the strong assurances that it
will observe neutrality between the two bel-
ligerents, This sssurance was conveyed to
Ambassador White, aud la looked upon as
practically equivalent to a formal declara-
tion of neutrality. Germany, Austria and Por-
tugal are the Iast of the Important European
nations to declere their attitude,

The apprehension as to Portugal's courae
was vonslderably relieved today by the call
of Viscount De Santo Thyrso, who gave sirong
aesurances to the State department that Por-
tugal would remain sirletly neutral. The
Portuguese minister expects the officlal dee-
laration almost hourly.

Although Portugal explalps ita delay on
the ground that the declaration of war was
not made until the 24th instant, yet Great
Britain declared neutrality with unusual
prompiuess.

The effect of Great DBritain's speedy action
was to foree the Unlted States flest 1o leave
Hoong Kong, while the effect of Portugal'a
delay has been to permit the Spanish fleet
to remain at the Cape Verde lslands. The
speedy action was harmfut to American -
terests, while the delayed action was equally
harmful,

Attention s now belng centered on the
action of Austris. Its delay In declaring neu-
trality causcs no material Inconvenience, be-
cause Austria has no porta at which Spanish
ships can take refuge, but it disclesca that
Austria’s strong Interests are with Spain.

FOREIGN SHIPS PAY THE TAX.

Forelgn governments, through thelr repre-
sentatives at Washington, are beginning to
ehow much concern over that feature of the
war tariff bill before congress which ln-
creases the tonnage tax on transatlantic
shipments 20 cents a ton. It s sald this Is
about 800 per cent, the present rate being
about 2 cents a ton, and that nearly the
entire burdey of the 800 per cemt increase
falls on the transatiantie ehipping of Great
Britaln, Germany, France and one or two
other commerial nations.

A ladlng diplomatic ofMcial today eald
tlvit roughly speaking the Atlantie trade
waa oarried on by about 100 American steam-
ahips, and about 4,000 Britieh, French, Ger-
man, amd other foreign steamshlps, so that
the heavy lonnage tax would be practically
ingignificant ar agalost American steam-
ahips, while It would be very onerous againat
forelgn shipping. A traweatiantic liner of
10,000 tons, he sald, wauld pay at 20
cents  per tem, $2,000, every time it entered
an American port,

Thu> far, however, no ofMMcial action haz
boen taken on the eubject by forelgn mations,
and it does not seem likely that such action
Is possible, as the heavy tcanage tax s con-
gldered a-war expedient.

There are intimations. however, that It
may have the effect of diverting shipping
away from American porta to Halifax, Mon-
treal and other Canddian ports,

In other reapects the war tarlff bill attracts
Hitle atttentlon from forelgners, as the mala
Incréase of taxation I8 on drticles of do-
mestic consumption, while dutlés on forelgn
imports remain praciically unchanged.

JUST LOCATING THE BATTERIES.

Snmpson's Reanonn for Firing at the
Spanish Forts,
WASHINGTON, April 28.—A member
of the wstrategy board, who Is, of
pcourse, thoroughly conversant with the plans
of Admiral Sampson o far as they have
beent generalized, s authority for the state-
ment that the admiral had no intention what-
ever at thie tlme to bombard the Matanzas
battery. To do so now would be bad stra-
tegy and of little avall, for in the abscnce
of any landing force the admiral would be
unprepared to take advantage of the victory
he might galn through a reduction of the
forto and the Spaniards might have ample
o portunity over night to repalr In a large
measure the damage Inflicted on their fortl-
fications. It Is stated positively that Ad-
miral Sampeon's purpose was simply to ascer-
tain If any ehore batteries existed at Mataa-
zap and If so to draw their fire and ascer-
taln their character and then to retire be-
yond range. In other words, It was simply a

naval reconnolssance,

In the event that during his obeervations
the admiral discovers the new delenses
were under conetruction on ehore, he would,
It Is sald, of course not lase the opportunity
to cripple them by throwing a few shells
into the earthworks and endeavoring to
knock over a gun or two. It l& the geneval
bellef at the department, however, that
Matanzas ia to be soon reduced and made a
base of operaticos in the oampalgn against
Havena, It Is algo the president’'s purpoee
to keep In mind throughout the war the
awful condition of the rezoncentrados, who
are most numerous in and around Matanzaa.
Unless relle! 1s extended to them Lhey un-
doubtedly will perish during the progress
of & locng drawn out war,

The reported wsclzure by the Spanish
military authorities at Matanzas ol stores
contributed by Americans and held in trust
there for the rellef of these poor sufferers is
regarded as a clear indication that even if
the Red Cross steamer Texas s permitield
to land its cargo of supplies at Matanzas
wader existing conditions, the food will not
reach the reconcentrados, but will only go to
support the Spanish garrison In their re-
sistance. Therefore, It s belleved that the
president contemplates the early seizure of
Matanzas, not coly because of its importance,
but 42 order that he may from there holl
out a helplng hand to the starving peasaniry.
it 1s likely, thercfore, that while there was
nothlng of the nature of a general engage.
ment b1 Admiral Sampson’s reconnalssance
of yesterday, he will soon take steps to be-
gin a heavier and lively bombardment of
Matanzas.

Sepator Money of Mississippl was one

of the early visitors @&t the Navy
depariment today. He took  spechal
Interest in the report of a mnaval en-

gagement at Matanzas, as he was there only
a4 month ago, and took occasion at that
time to make close observation of such de-
fensive works as the Spanish had established.
From his personal inspection, Senator Mouney
says the defenses were exceedingly meagre
aod antiquated, not belng entitled to rank
as modern fortifications,

“Matanzas harbor is fupnel shaped,” sald
the senator, “with the city of Matanzas at
the extreme end of the funnel. Back of the
city Is a raoge of high hills almcet reaching
the dignity of mouwotairs, which make a
complete circuit of the fununel, except where
the Maru river passcs through, 1 went to
the top of these high bills which commanded
a fine view of the bharbor and such defensece
as existel and later went by train and by
foot around the harbor to ge! a goueral view
of the sltuatl v But one fort was in ex-

OMAHA, FRIDAY MORNING,

GUARD RETURNS TO OMARA

Btate Troops to Go Into Camp at Old Fort
Omaha.

—

MAY REMAIN A COUPLE OF WEEKS

Intentfion te Allow the Volunteers to
Get Used to Camp Life De-

fore Sending Therm
South,
“The War department bas Just sst-
tled on Omaha as point of mobilization of
Nobraska troops. This order is final" H

John E. Utt, cummssioner of the Omaha’
Commereial ¢lub, at 11 o'clock yesterday
morning recelvel thif telegram from Con- |
gressman David H. Mercer at Washimgton, |

Le news of the telegram spread rapidly
in business circles, and was well received |
on all sldes.
the state troops now wessembled at Camp
Alvin Saunders at Lincoln would be
brought to Omaha at an early date. Just'
when the transfer to this clity would bei

effected was variously guessed at,
but the geneml opinion was  that
the troops would be held at Lin.

coln by Governor Sllas A. Holcomb until all
the siate companies had assembled there.
This should be accomplished today, accord- |
\ng to reports from rallroad ofclals.

“It Is probable,” sald an army officer of
high rank at the headquarters of the Depart.
ment of the Missourl, “‘that after the troops |
have been mobilized here they will be kept
here for a week or ten days before being wnl!
south, This will be done for the purpose of |
letting the men get somewhat used to camp |
lite and military routine before” throwing
them In among the regular troops, now
mobilized in the south, It takes some dnnl
of camp life to get the roughness worn off |
any troops, no matter how well drilled they
may be, and after some camp life the two
regiments of the state troops will get to
swinging together In better style than they
could at once helng taken [rom thelr daily
work to the fleld.”

WAITING FOR THE ORDERS.

At army headquarters no orders from the
War department st Washington concerning
the musterkag in of the Nebraska troops

It was taken to Indicate that *

has been recelvel. Lieutenant Stotsenberg of
the Sixth cavalry, who has been desigeated |
as the officer to muster in the troops, I8
stationed at Lincoln, and'is etill there
or’er for him to come to Omaha to musier
in the troops wliil be recelved and =erved
through the headquarters of the Departmeat
of the Missourl In thls city. Such an crder
has not been recelved here, but It s con-
fidently expected.

It Is the opinlon of the army officers that
a8 socn as all the companies of the state
militia are mobilized at Lincoln they will
come 10 Omaha for the purpose of being

mustere! ¥nto the service of the United
Statles, After being mustered In the
state troopa will be fiited out and (fully

equipped by the Departmient of the Missouri
here, As the supply depot of the depart-
ment is lucated here, and as there Is a com-
modious post for the camp here, the officers
of the department feel that the work of
equipping the militla cann be done better In
‘Omaha than anywhere else in the state. How
long the troops wlill be here after they ar-
rive 18 purely a matter of conjecture, but
the army officers of the highest rank think
that the time of the camp here will be at
least @ week, and poselbly a fortnight.

FIRING ON THE MATANZAS FORTS.

Sylvenier Scovel Gives a Graphic Ae-
count of It
(Copyright, 1588, by Press Publishing Company.)

KEY WEST, Fla., April 26 —(New York
World Cablegram—Special Telegram.)—Ma-~
tanzas' sand banks weren't much to loae, Dut
yesterday's routing Iin half an hour la really
great. It proves that the American flagship,
monitor and crulser guns and gunners can it
a little thing a long way off and a great
many times m a very few minutes And
that's the whole &tory.

Yesterday's twenty-three minutes showed
that the fury of accurate iron bhall would
sweep the open embrasured Havana big guns
clean of their men. Could Sampson have his
wish and were the Iowa, Indiana, Terror,
Puritan, Amphitrite, followed by the less
protected but plentifully armored flagship,
crulser and gunboals, to steam along just
ashore 500 yards from the Havana coast bat-
teries It would be a procesalon of human
mowing machines.

Only duripg their rapld approach would the
lending  ships be exposed, and then to a
bungling fire from guns trained at extreme
and unaccustomed angles.. They could hold
thelr own advantage, and once In the third-
mile range and with every gun from thirteen
to one-inch, and even every rifle, pouring
steel, humua life ashore would be imposaible.
Havana would be taken with little loss. The
worl it would have learned the real destructive
power of modern shipa. International naval
disarmament woull advance a blg tiep and
Cuba would be physically free and inde-
pendent.

Yesterday the Spanish gun practice was
poor. It was just enough worse than the
Havena target firing; to wit: the fact that
on this cecaslon the Spanish gunners were
belra shot at, They are of the same corps
and traioing and practice In both ports and
If the Matanzas gunners loat precislon and
it not valor, at the partial fire of three
shiss at 700 yards, what fear need be had
of the Havana guns before fourtecn ships
wiik thelr full broadsides at 500 yards?

Here is the afalr much in matter as It
will be oMelally reported to Washington
an2 the secretary of the navy.

“Upon learning from Its blockading station
that Matanzas harbor was being fortified
Admiral Sampson yesterday morning deter-
mined to stop the work. Arriving off the
mouts of the harbor the FPuritan and the
Clincinnatl joined the Aagship New York and
all slowly entered. When at a polnt 3,000
yards west by north from the Maya light-
heuse on the eastern bank of the harbor
the Mew York slowly swung to starboard
with bow polnted about northwest and the
port eight-inch guns looked at Punta Gordas.
Two streaks of new yellow sand were visible
4,000 yards distant. No earthworks were
visible at Morro castle, 7,000 yards, or nearly
four miles awsy across Matanzas to the sea,
Tho port had no other fortifications.

“Quarters were wsounded and the lithe
jackies sprang with a will and a cheer to
thelr posts. The neat grey ammunition
boxes of the rapld firing guns and long dull
dynamite looking ‘common shell' of the
eight-inch guns were there. The gun grews
looked at these and then at the yellow, white
sand, shifted the'r quids and walted, It was
the high tension of the othér daye. Ap-
proaching toward the Italian man-of-war
Glovannl Bausan, when Sampson yet thought
it the Oquendo, the men knew some-
thing had to bappen this time. RBarthworks
in Cuba don't holst ltallan colors. It hap-

The | with the crew of the after turret and Itaf Alegin would
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its whirring projeeille and

the first time
in years Unfled had begun
shooting to hit men sod'guns instead of
targets. The sullen smart Cin-
cinnat! to northeast aud wosl and close
to the New York sighaled enthusiastically,

The Cincinnati’s erew sometimes hal kicked
al Captain Chester’s devotlion to dally gun
practice, but now saw the point and waoted
to impress it upon £he Spanlards,

“Harrington, too, fhought the Puritan 13-
inchers wero fust as the naval tactics de-
nand, the propce machines to smash hbs-
tile batte les, and Sampeon ®ignaled ‘Yes.'
Then things got inlterestiog, The New Yoik's
elght Ineh shells had alrcady begun to shaot
whitish spumes of yellow sand and the
Spanish bad anewered  Thelr sho's flew
high and appeared to Captiin Chadwick as
If the field ple es were at extreme elevation,
The swarming laborers who vacate! after
the second shot were protably preparing to
itistall these and the tig brass Napoleon
gun= which it i{s sald were lately seat from
Havana to coastitute together the defenses
ol the port of Matanpas.

“Four mirules after, the Now Yerk's big
gun, Its four-'nch, and the Cincinnati's five-
inch guns ul the Puritan’s thirteen-inch

beiuties 1o, loore and there was music.
“After five minuled’ fAring upon Punta !
Gorda tattery shots came from Morcillo, on |
the other side, suppesedly from old-fash- |
lcaed S-inch breedaloading canoon. All fell |
stiort an average of 100 yarda, Thereupon |
the New York and Clnetnnat]l turned their |

Ieon from both broadeldea, Sevepnteen min-
utes had parsed arnd the Punta Gorda
stopped. The Spanizh had been plucky, but !
outclaesed. The Cindlhnati ceased Aring nl}
1:21 and the New York fired the last shot |
of all at 1:22, and yet {Ge guns of the Spea- |
fards In Morrillo kept plunkink away, dolng |
the bect they could and no damage. They |
were aticl popping whea the sbipa stcamed
out.

“Two hundred and twenty-four shots had
been fired In tweniy-three minutes from
nothing under four-inch guns, Almest all.
ka? struck fale, The positlon of the lhlm}
was carefully  selecteds  The usual ship
channel and probable mines were avalded. |
Sawson di' not want even to emulate the

Maine enisode, Tke Spanish fired twelve
€h iy and their guns were very aloewly |
gerved. Tre Cincinnatl did the Sest work. |

11 raught the range at the first ghot and
L it. On the New York Gunners’ Mate
rors is said to have dshe excellent work !

.

*

eglgttineh plece, Some eeaway was on, hut
unuswerl!ly good work was done. The Puri-
tan wes lef: vary nedr the scene of action, |
ingirucied ‘to recpen fre 'at the first ap-|
pearance of pernicious activity in the dam- |
aged earthworks and battcred cestle's flanks, |
NothirZ »as been thére today, but mmeune!l
is settlng fire to everything burnable on|
the cosst from Matanzax to Havana, The
Soanis™ troops hawve ofien vowed that they
would leave Cuba, I ever forced to, & mnss
of askes. They may-be encing.*
_;531.. STER SCOVEL,

FORT CHOOK BOYS_F0 GO TO TAMPA,

Recelve Orders to Laeve Mobile To-
day w1 Yeon.

MOBILE, AM., Aprll ‘28,—A train moyved
out from the government milijary camy
near Motile this forenzey for Tampa, carri-
ing aupplica; escort wagons, ambulances,
mules @41 hostlers and teamsters. It Is re-
pgried here-that this Is the first atep of a
movement that will finally concentrate ali
the troops wow here at Tampa, and alsc
thoge at New Orleans, so as (o form with
the troops at Tampa a force of 8,000, to b
the advauice guar! of tle army o! occupation
of Cuba.

The Tenth and Twenty-second Infectr
regimen's recelved orders today to leave for
Tampa tomorrow at noon, and began al once
prepating for the journby.

The routine in camp was varied thls morn-
ing by practice in charging. The brigades
joined In a gran! charge, beginning at the
east end of the parade grounds and going
into the woods with a rush, crossiag the
rallroad track Aand MAnishiog at the old
breastworks erected heré towar® the close of
the last war. Upon ecfosing the charge the
soldlers gave a tremendous yell of triumph.

Geueral 'Copploger reeglnd today a letter
of thanks from the confederate veterans {or
bis courtesy in mtendlg the memorial serv-

| peunders belched forth and a
pioreed the hull of the fugitive. Seill Caplabme

{cea Thursday at the © confederate burial
grounds, an! replied inifitting and patriotic
words, much delighting ‘the veterans.

NEW ORLEANS, Aprll 238.—The three
regiments of Infantry fhere will probably;
leave for Tampa under rush orders. The
First regiment will leave in the morning.
Paymasier \E. W, Halford arrived here to-
day.

—

Private telegrams recelved in Omaha last
night confirmed the mews that the Twenty:
second Infantry, until last week stationed at
Fort Crook, Neb., was o move from Moblle
to Tampa, Fla., this morping. The news
was somewhat of a surprise to those who had
recently beard from officers of the regimexnt
from Moblle, Letters received this week in- |
dicate) that the officers, ttought they would
be kept at Mob!le for a few weeks. The
Twenty-second regimeat & under command
of Colonel Wickoff, and left [Fort Crook on
Monday evening, April 18, golng directly to
Mobile, where it has since been staticued,

SELECTS OFFICERS qﬂll THE ARMY.

President McKinley fHves a Tip on
Some of the Appoiniments.
WASHINGTON, April #6.—The president
Cus intimated to callers that he will tender
a4 commission ee mejor gencral in the vol-
unteer army to Geneeal rt L. Wood-
ford, Fitzhugh Lee and eammnan Wheeler
of Alabama, and aa ler general o

Colonel Fred D. Graat.
Portugal's Pesition.
(Copyright, 1808, by Press Fubiishing Company)
LISBON, April 28.—( York World Ca-
blegram—3Speclal Telegs y—The secretary
genecal of foreign affalrs being asked to
defilne Portugal's poaitipajwegarding neutral-
ity eaid: “'My offickal pesition, secrelary
general, prevents me seading the informatiun
requested. 1 am sure Portugucse lega-
tlon at Weshington will (@l all that the gov-
ernment will have of interest (o make pub-
lie tkrough the press of the United Btates,
Nevertheless, | am authorized to say to you
that a declaration of neutsality llke that
of 1870 In the case of the Pranco-Prussian
war will be published tomorrew.”

. Ships Crowded with Refugees.

LONDON, April zg.a-.uu-ﬂn; w s dis-
patch from Sin, to the Daily Mall, the
French steamer B and the Spanish

gteamef Espaua have arrived there from
nlla, both crowded with refugees from the
Philippines.

Red Cross fteamer Arrives.
(Copyright, 1864, by Press Publishing Company.)
KEY WEST, ¥la., April 28.—(New York
World Cablegram—Special Telegram.)—The
Red Cross steamahip State of Texas arrived

peoed at 12:50. The port eight-lach gun sent

tonight awalting orders [rom Lhe soclety.
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CAPTURES A RICH PRIZE

—_—

Monitor Terror Gathers in & Bpanish
Cruiser.

SHIP HAS A VERY VALUABLE CARGO

Captain Showas Conslderable Nerve
and Capltnlates Only After the
War Venarl Flrea Several

Solld Sheot
(Copyright, 1898, by Press Publishing Company.)
KEY WEST., Fla, Aprll 28.—(New York

Wo:l1 Ca'legram--Spzeial Telegram.)—The
Spanish steamer Guido, with Ite pllot house
shot away, one of s orew dangerously
weunded nnd the stars and stripes floating
chove the Enanish flag, wna brought Into
Eerb:r this morning, the prize of the moni-
tor Terror, 1t s the first Spanish vessel which
har shown anv resistance when ordered to
rarten ler, and the damage it sustained was
Inflicted Because of the effort of Ita captain,
'ruz Alegin, to escape after he had been
ordered to heave Lo,

The cap'ure was made yerterlay In full
glght of two Spanish gunboats, which made
00 attemp! to ald the fugitive, and evilently

| thoaght thev had all they could do to save

thomselves, The Guido was first sighted by

| attentlon and Gulls toward the western ohh-“-t“‘ ‘Terror when it was about ten miles off
lof the harbor and now apouted flame and & Cerdezac, It was in the half light of carly
| evening and the Spanish shis coull not be

plain'y seen. Bu! the officers of the Terror
were not taking any chances on letting any-
thing cscape them and at once started in
pursuit. Thiy had gained a liile on the
stcames, but faw the chase would be a
lorg cme unlesa It was stopped. so a blank
ghot was fired as a hint for it to heave to.

Cartain Alegln, however, had been Im-
preesed with the necessity for geiting his
cargo c¢f provisions to Havana. He had been

'15'd to reach the part at any hazard, as

the foxd he war carrying was sorely nceded
by the besleged troops. So he determined
to defy the Terror and trust to the speed
ol bhis vessel,

SHOOTR SOLID SHOT.

The big monitor, ploughing after it, at last
decided to resort to deaperate measures, and
a &hotted gun wes brought to bear on the
Guido, A moment later one of the six-
solid shot

not surrender, Again and
agaln were the six-pounders of the Ter-
ror fired. A last one of the solld shot otruck
the pilot house. The frall wood work was
gplintered and carried away, while the eei-
man who wes on duty In it was hurled to the
dcek, badly wounded and seemingly dying.
The same shot dlsabled the machinecy by
which the vessel Is steered from the pilot
houvge and for o moment the steamer slug-
gered,

Captiln Alegin was #'i1l unconquered and
hurried his men aft to the wheel, But in
the momentary delay the Terror had gained
upan him, while ahead, ready to intercept

Him should he continue hls fNight, he oaw

the gun beat Machizs. Then only @14 the
Spaniard glve up. But even at the last he
wouald not lower the tfed and yellow flag
which floated {rom the s:ern. He elmply
ordered his ‘enginca stopped and lay to until
the Terror sent a prize crew on board.

The first solld six-pounder from the Terror
carried away the pllot house, the second &
beat and the third the compasa. The Machias
fired Its four-inch rifle,

The Guido was taken to Key West by Lieu-
tenant Edward F. Qualtrough and Ensign
Willard. Eight Spaniards were wounded by
splinters. This ls the fizst bloodshed on
board ship.

The Guldo Is the richest prize co far. It
is roughly valued at $400,000, aslde from the
epecle it has on board. The amount of this
la pnot known, e#s it Is in a big Iron safe,
which has been sealed and will not be opened
until the prizgecourt has formally condemned
the vessel.

The Guldo ls a slpgle screw steamship,
commanded by Cruz Alegin, It halls from
Blibza. It Is 360 feet long and was built in
Belfast, Ireland, in 1883, by Hartland &
Wolff. It has a displacement of 2,064 tons and
ks depth is 26.5 feet and beam 41.2 feet. It
has a horse power of 2400. The Guldo's
American agents are Fletcher & Co., of Phil-
ndelphia. The Guido left Liverpool on April
2 and Corruna on April § for Havana.

The captaln of the Guido was wounded in

{ the wrist by a splinter while holding a alg-
| nal rope In the pllot house. The wounded

man, Manuel Rivas, was removed to the bos-
pital,

Eunglinh Opinifon on Admission of Ital-
inn War Ship.
(Copyright, 1588, by FPress Publishing Company.)
LONDON, April 28.—(New York World
Cablegram—Speclal Telegram.)—Naval Cap-
taln Eardley Wilmot and other naval law-
yers declare the action of the blockading
fleet in permitting the Italian crulser Glo-
vannl Bausan to enter Havana could be held
to legally constitute a violation of the
blockade, justifying the prize court In de-
clding t%at no blockade exlists, No distine-
tlon Is made In international law between
merchant and war vessels of neutrals, Wil-
mot says:. “Though a neutral war ship will
not augment the reslsiance of the blockade
It may Impart them just the intelligence
needed, such as the exact strength of the
opposing squadron, ite disposition, which of
the sbhlps bave torpedo nets, which have
not, Probably the Glovannl Bausan was
not aware that a state of blorkade exlsted.
It became then the duty of the American
admiral to notify It and request It mot to
enter ‘he aort. A refusal to comply would
Justify forcible measures to prevent such an
lnfringement of the rules of naval warfare.”
Intense irritation is suddenly manifested
in polltical circles here over the projected
Increase In the tounsge tax by congress,
the actlon of congress belng made subject
to extraordinary misrepresentations, It is
alleg® that the increased lonnage tax Is
a part of the war budget and comstitutes an
attempt to make the English shipplng trade
pay America’'s Cuban war bill. The tax
belng-leviable only on ships from countries
where light dues are charged Is declared
to be evidence of the desire to make an un-
falr discrimination egainst Eonglish ship-
ping.

Meased with Our Markmanship
(Copyright, 1688, by Preas Publishing Company.)

LONDON, April 28.—(New York World
Cablegram—Speclal Telegram.)—Gun prac.
tice on the American ships during the
Matanzas bombardment cx.l:lud the warm-
est sdmiretlon of naval experts bere. The
superior markmanship claimed for ibe
American fleet has now been effectually
demonstrated, the result of the operations
against Matanzas belng held to point clearly
to a shortening of the war if Spain risks
a declsive engegement. The performance
of the New York is regarded es prool of
the soundoess of the policy of the Ameri-
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can naval authorities in providing thelr
skins with exceptional battery power and
ths influential section of naval experts here
who alwavs supnorted the American system
are <speclally elated, believing that Eng-
lan? must now follow suit.

REIGXS 1IN PORTO
Inhapitants Are Fleelng Rapldly to
the Interior,

(Copyright, 1886, by PPress Pubilshing Company )
ST. THOMAS, IDanish West Indles, April
28 —(New Yook World Cablegram—S8pecial
Telegram.)—Advicen from Porto Rico show
that great alarm preval's there, and active
preparations are belog made to reslst an
oxpested attack by the American flest. Al
able-bodied men have been called to arms
and martkal law prevalls. The Gulk Celsto-
bal Colon has been ralsed and towed to the
mouth of the hasbor and sunk in the middls
of the «bannel, leaving only 140 feet of clear
water. The masis are still to be seen
Thirty-four tofpedoes, conagcted electrically
with Morro, bave been fald in the maln chan-
nel. The wires are oxposed after leaving
the water, as they lead up the coliff. The
buose have been allered and color and po-
gition changed so that a false channel s
marked. A pllot la oeceseary to enter, The
lighthouees (ave been extingulshed along
the cosst and new telegraph posts estab-
Iifhed, O walls have been demoliched to
facilitate firlng of modern batteries, and
eoldiers are mounting old rifica recelved

-Lhree years ago. |

At midpight Monday general excitement
was caused by three Amecican war ships be-
ing reporied to the eastward., Fearlog an
immediate bombardment the mayor orderel)
the pas extingulshed. People crying and be-
walling thelr fate ran abdut the streets,
while the Spanlarde were drinking lo the
streste filled wilh the terror-crazed inhabl-
tante. Guards were busy all night clearing
the streets. The flight Into the Inteclor con-
tinues {rom the city. Tho trains are packed
and the woads llttered with the wrecks of
wagons, hand barrows and furniture. The
people are prohibited exit from the couniry
Orders to forelgners have been lesued re-
questing them to reglater at the conaulates,
and the military authoritles Giave armed the
volunteers with Mauwser rifles.

Three small gunboats and the crulser Con-
cha remain in the barbor, including some
merchantmen, (The war ships are palnted a
dark gray. Tue French crulser Rigault de
Geooullly hes arrived fbor a refuge ship for
French citizens, Work on the agqueduct is
stopped. The steamer Manllla ls afrald to
procesd to Havana. The local steamer,
which left on Apell 26, returned shortly after
& cargo of arms and explosives for the ar-
senal in Havana and was evidently trans-
shipped outside.

On April 27 a steamer unloaded a full
cargo of provislons, arms and ammunition
at Mayaguez, The steamers Planella, on
April 22, and Granatilla, on April 24, brought
5,000 tons, generally provizions, to £an Juan,
the oclginal destination belng Havana, They
were fearful of capture end unloaded at
Porto Rico. Thelr passengera without money
were refused passage to Havana.

Arccibo bay ls defended by a llne of tor-
pedoes from the signal etations, one mile
west of the town., A large force la encamped
in the vicinlty, and provisions have been
received suficlent for a two months' alege.

GEORGE BRONESEON REA.

SYMPATHY

TERRON nico,

AWAKENS Fon US.

Action of Governor of Phillppinen
Helpn United States.
(Copyright, 158, by Press Publishing Company )
LONDON, Aprll 28.—(New York World Ca-
blegram--Special Telegram.)—A Dally Mall
Hovz Kong dispatch says that the strictly
neutral attjiude which had been cheerved
belore this week by the press and publie
toward the Hispano-Amerlcan dispute has
been changed by the absurd proclamation of

the governor of the Phillppines, Publle
opinion s now favorable to the Unlied
States. The Dally Press says: *‘The action

taken by the United States s justifiable and
Eng'ish sympathy will naturally be with
our ~merican cousins in stepping in to re.
store order, The Unlted States hes a double
justification—self-Interest and sympathy
with the wrongs of the Cubans. Spanish
colonial rule has proved a lamentable fail-
ure and no rezret can be felt a* its down
fan."

The China Maill says: *""The proclamation
of the governor of the Philippines will go
far to allenate the last vestiges of sympathy
which were entertained for Spanish rule.”

A Daily Mail Madrid dispatch says: "An
cfficial dispateh has been recelved from Ha-
vana stating that an American crulser run
aground the coast of Dimas, province of
Ploar del Rio. Three vessela are working
bard to get it off, The senate today ap-
proved without discussion proposals for per-
manent army of occupation In the West In-
dles and the Phillppines. Senor Cadorniga
will tomorrow ask in the Cortes the expul-
sion of cerlain forelgn correspoudents, This
is with reference Lo representativis of Amer-
ican papers.

Hiclen GonM Teadera Cash.

NEW YORK, April 38.—Misas Helen Gould
confirmed today the report that she bad ten-
dered the United States government §100,000
to aid in prosecuting the war agalost Spain
Miss Gould added that though Preaident Me-
Kioley had acknowledged the offer It had
oot yet been accepted.

WHERE IS THE FLEET

Advioes from Madrid Bay it Has Left Cape
Verde Islands,

DESTINATION SAID TO BE UNKNOWN
Oable Message from Bt. Vincent Bayas it in
8till Thore,

——

SPANIARDS CHAFE UNDER THE DELAY

_—

Anxions to Have the Ships Go Ferth for
the Eattle,

ALL EYES TURNED TOWARD PHILIPPINES

Spanish Admiral There Clatms to Da
Able to Annihilate the United
States Fleet In the Virst
Engagement.

(Capyright, 1588, hy Preéss Publishing Company.)

MADRID, April 28, —(New York World Ca-
blegram—=Special Telegram.)-—Much  disap=
pointment and bitter criticlsms were exe-
prossed at Madrid when It was officlally an-
nounced that the squadron had never left
Cape Verde, although everybody thought it
wis nearly across the Atlantle to attack
United States ports. The squadron left to-
cay for an unkoown desUnation, It |ls com=
posed of the crulsers Columbus, Maria The-
resa, Oquendo, Viecaya, three destroyers,
stoamer Cadiz. The three torpedo vessols
will return to Cadiz, Fqual disappolntment
wis felt when the people heard that the bat-
tleship Pelayo had only Jleft Carthagena
Monday and reached Cadiz today.

The sume elowness |s n-ticed in the prep-
arations of other vevsels and areenals gen-
crally, This canses a very angry feeling,
The impression Is that if the navy really falle
to answer expectations and meets serious re-
verses an Irresistible popular outbreak will
take place, which will sweep before it &
cabinet already mnch weakened by the col-
lapse of its long negotintlons with America
and the failure of its colonlal home rule pol-
ey,

The fear of such a popular outhurst keeps
the people uneasy and increases the depres-
slon In financlal clrelea. Financlers are much
disgusted with the minister of finance's pro-
Jectd as publiahed In the Gazelte, which they
say create taxes imporsible to levy and
which will damage the eredit of Spaln abroad
by hls elngular plans for increasing the
banknote issue and tampering with the pay-
ment of the coupons of the exterlor debt.
Great ouriosity & manifested for news from
the Philippines, wheze a colllslon s dally
expected between the American fleet and the
Spunish squadron uader Admiral Montijo,
who Is veputed to be one of the most daring
officers of the Spanish navy, He seems per-
staded that ke can easily repel the American
squadron.

Agaln rumore are rife of HRusslan and
German assistance in polltical and diplomatie
elreles,

8T. VINCENT, April 28.—(New York World
Cablegram—=Speclal Telegram.)—The Spanish
fleet is st!ll In the harbor. Steam launches
and boats bearing the Bpanish flag are still
busily golpg backward to and from ahore,
The admiral was on shore yesterday and
visited his tl.t-er. this morning. The consul
visited the admiral this morning to eay
goodbye. The general oplnlon here Is that
the Spanish will win at the commencement,
but eventually America with ita rich gove
erniment and milllooalres will win the day.
The provielona of the laland are very scarce;
even eggs are not to be had for lees than
two pence. Natlves are hurrying Into town
from the country every day with sweet po-
tatoes and other vegetables which they sell
in the market for large prices,

AS TO COAL S1ORTAGRE.

TONDON, April 28.—(New York World
Cablegram—Special Telegram.)—WIith regard
to the statement that the Spanish fleet Is des
laved at Cape Verde Islands on account of
#carcity of coal a representative of the Dally
News called at the i7panish embassy for Ine
formation, Secretaries at the Spanlsh em-
bassy stated it was inaccurate for ¢wo very
good reasons. One of these was that the
Spanish ficet is and has for a long time been
particularly well fitted out, carrylng large
stores, not only of coal, but food and am-
munition and all kiods of warilke materials,
The second reason Is that 8t. Vincent, which
is a Portuguese coalkag station, la in a posl-
tion to be able to supply any demand for
ooal that might be made upon it aad that
there would consequently be no reason fop
the fleet not having all the coal it could
stand In need of,

The Siandard'a Berlin dispatch says: "I
hear from a good source that the Germas
emperor, who Is deeply Interested Ja the
Cuban question, has repeatedly taken oce
caslon of late to explain his views on Ger-
many's oeutrality, Hils majesty Is all the
more cntitled to pursue his present policy, as
he pcaseeses absolute prosfs that the United
States do not iIntead ever:lo snnex Cuba.
They are prepared o suffer defeat from the
Spaniards at firs’, but they wlil not end the
war until Epaln rawunces Its sovere.gnly
over Cuba, which can then be gradually re-
stored to order.” y

The Chronlele’s spoclal esrrespondeat at
Singapore telegraphs: *It Is not belleveld
here that the American squadrop from Hong
Kong will go to Manlla at presust, but the
situation in the Phillppines Is cons'dered
aritical. A4 ltgurrection appears imminent,'

POSES

Loughs at the Conducet of the Ameris
ean UCampalgn.
(Copyright, 185%, Ly Press Pab ishing Company, )

BERLIN, April 28.—(New York World Ca-
blegram—Special Telegram.)—The be lef herg
In military clrcles ls that the president is
pot well served by his military specialists
and experts, Indecision as to the number
of mep 10 be sent to the coast and the num-
ber to take part in the expedition to Cuba
Is proof of this, However unpalatable Me-
Kinley's policy of delay may be it s con-
sldered absolutely neceasary to inpure new
levies before a critical landing In Cuba Is
attempled.

The pewspapers this evenlng make merp
88 to the character of several of (the late
Amerlean ywar appointments, among them
that of Astor to the peneral staff of Dr,
Wood 10 command a reglment and Roose-
velt to be llcutenant colonel. Among the
absurd appolntmeots recommended to the
president's consideration s that of rectom
of Harvard university to be either an ade
miral of a fleet or a fleld marshal. Apy=
thing of course in the pature of eivillan ap-
pointments 1o the army Is cousidered a huge

GEHRMANY AS A CRITG

Joke o Germany.




