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thoritien at Madrid, Up to tonight Senor
T'olo lad received nn Inatruetions to with-
draw, nor wan there any intimstion of his
instructions.

AL the otlier embassion and legationg the
mosaage aroused the greatest interest. But
1t cannot be mld |t was recelved with satis-
faction. AL one of the most important and
anost Interosted forelgn establishments the
general feeling was expressed by the state-
ment that the president had, through his
message, washed his hands of the subject,
and imposed the responsibility upon the
whoulders of congress,

fn other high diplomatic quiriers some
questlon was expressod as to that portlon of
the president’'s message where he dpeaks of
clviligation lu stopplog the war in Cuba, and
tlie intimation was made that the great pow-
ers of Hurope, so [ar as they repecadnted
civilization, did not represent this view ex-
preveed by the presideat,

There has beent no further confercace be-
tween the ambassadors or minlsters of the
powers, nee |4 there any present indication
of tarther action fror that quarter.

NO NEW DIPLOMATIC PHASES.

No new diplomatic pheses of the questions
develaped today at the State  department.
Seervtary Sheunan sald le would not be sar-
prised it the Madrid cable report proved tcue
that Minister Woodlerd was about to leave
Madrid. At (he eame time the State depart-
‘ment wan without advices that  thla step
wetually had been taken, General Lee |8 en
route here, and 1t I8 expested that his ar-
rival will be ¢he algnal for a notable demon-
stration.

The War and Navy departments continued
their nactive preparaticss  today.  While
ever tualities are being pregared for, the sen-
timent in army and pavy clrolea ls that war
15 no! @0 Immibent ag |t seemed to be a few
days ago.

t can be stated onp authoeity that no con-
elleration Gas yer beon given to the withe
dfawal of the United States flect at
Weat, ax the adm'oistration holds that the
slipation has undergone no  change  which
makes the withdvawal necossary or ad-
Visalle.

CORREBSPONDENCE OVER THE YIAINE,

Locenl OMelinls Ohject
Coming,

WASHINGTON, Aprll 11.—The cotsular
ercrespondence in part was dovoted to the
Maino disaster and In this part of the cor-

to the Khips

roepundence some lmportant wnd interestiog |

points are developed, The corrsmondsnes
conslsts latgely of cablegrams exchianged by
Aus'stant Secrofary of State Day and Con-
sul General Lee. The firat of the telograna
Is dated In Haveon, January 12, sodl re-
lalea to the riots which were then occur-
rirsg In the elty. Chis and the subacgquent
toloetrams upon the same subjeer have been
published either in whole of In part. On
Janoary &4, General Les way motified by the
State department that the Maine would
eall at Havana in a day or two, and was
directed to make arcangementa for an futer-
change of friendly calis batween officors and
anthositles,

Uader the eame date General Lee ndvige
a postponcaat of the Maine's visit for six
or seven daye, that the excitement milght
abate. Later on the same day General Lie
was natiffed that the Mabne would arrive
in Flavana the next day an! woxk asked to
pperate with avthotities for its friendiy
vidlt, Wiving the State department the next
doy, Gooeral Leo Informed the State depart-
ment the Spanish authoritlnd professad fo
think vhe United States had an ulterlor pue-
poa= in sending the ahlp. “Say it will ob-
#truet autonomy, produce excitement and
most: probally a demopstration.  Ask that
it s nol done uatil they can get lpsivuae-
tions from Madrld and  say that I for
friendly motives, as clalmed, delay unlm-
poriant.'’ .

Tee telegrama from January 26 to Feb-
runry 4, rdlate merely to the eweception of
the Maine and the exchonge of visits be-
tween Its officerd and the clvil and oaval
authorities in Havapa.

On Pebruary 4, Asalstant Secretary Day
informed” General Lee that the sccretary of
the navy thought it Imprisdest for sanitary
reassns to keop the Maine long in Havan
Hid ashed 12 some vessely had better be kept
thire all the time, and requested his views.,

In reply General Los pald he thought there
woeuld be po danger to the hedlth of the
vesqel's erow before May, “We should not
relinqulsh position of peaceful control of the
sitation or conditions would be worse than
if the veswel had never been sent. Ameri-
cans would depart with thelr familles In
twste I no veasel was in the harbor on ac-
connt ob distrust of preservation of order by
wiithorities, If another riot occurs 1t will be
agalnst governor general and sutonomy, but
might Incude antl-American  demonstration
aloo, Plrst-clasa battleships should replace
present one If relleved, as an cbject lesson

ol to counteract Spanish oplnlon of our
nayvy, and should have torpedo boat wich 4t
10 preserve communitation with admiral.”

The next telegram of lmportance was sent
by General Lee early on the morning of Feb-
riary 16, announcing to the State depavi-
mint the destruction of the Malne. That
telegmam bas been published. Duoring tie
forty-cight houra that followed General Lee
kept the department informed of vecurrences
In chronologleal order. In a dlapateh of
February 28, he sald that after the divers
under Captaln Slgabee had made n cursory
examination of the wreck, ““the Spanish gov-
prument would Lke to unite with ours In hav-
ing the bottom of the ship and harbor in the
vicinity jointly examined.”

The next day Judge Day Informed General
Lee tlat his governmeat hud already Insti-
tuted av Invevtigation of the disaster which
would be conduoted independently. He added,
however: “This goverpment will afford every
acklity it can to the Spanish autharitics In
whatever Investigation they may see fit to
waks thelr part,*

The firit Intimation of the cause of the ox-
ploslon vas given by denert]l Leo an Feb-
roary 22, when he telegraphoed:

Aopoer eylinders, ammunition, found In-
taet In ten-inch foraard magaszine, stir-
board side. this morning. Seems to show
it magagine not exploded. Evidenoo be-
ginhing to prove explosion on port glde by
tarpedo,

Ceneral Lee inforped the department on
Fobruary 28 that ariangemen's had been con-
dluded for both governments to coaduet In-
depindent Investigations <f the disaster, his
co rerpondence with General Blanco being
transmitted ip full, In concluding his letter
to Blanco General Lee sald;

I am qguite sure that nelther government
has any other ohject execept to nseoriain all
she facts connected with the explosion of
the Mualoe and that the great deslre of both
Fovernments s to proceed harmoniously
with,th* work.

At thie polnt correspondence boetween fiens-
ext]l Lee and the State department concern-
ing the Maine disaster abrupt!y terminated,
80 far ap the report submitted to congress s
soncerned,

Mindsterinlints Triumphant,
MADRID, April 11.—The result of the
senatorind elections is that 140 ministerialisms

have been elected out of 180 senators voted
for.

‘ l i g
1s the scason for mew lifo in nature,
new vigor in our physical systems,

As the frosh sap carries lifo into the
trees, so our blood should give ns
renewed strength and vigor. In
its lmpure state it cannot do this,
and the aid of Hood’s Savsaparilla
is imperatively needed.

It will purity, vitalize and enrich the
blood, and with this solid, corvect
foundation, it will build up good
health, evente a good appetite, tone
your stomuch and digestive organs,
strengthen your nerves und over-
come or prevent that thred feeling,

This has becn the experience of thou
sands. It will be yours if you take

Hoods

Smagarilla gutsinn s

Lue. SoM by all druggists. §i.

Hood"s Pills 255, Syt s s
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Extracts {rom Documsnts Efent in By
General Loa,

CFFICIALS CONFIRM STORY OF HORRORS

Autonomy Not Favoered by Elther the
Spanish or the Natlve Populn-
tion of the Inss
Innd.

WASHINGTON, April 11.—The consular
correspondence with regard to the situation
In Cubn, which was transmitted tolay, woa
prépared In response to resolutions of la-
quiry adopted by both the house and sene
ate. The correspondence was prepared for
transmizelon to congress juot bLefare the
blowing up of the Maine, and having been

Key |

held up since now Inoludes communisations
to April 1. It covers the communieations
of Concul General Lee at Havana, Consul
MoGarr at Clenfuegos, Consil Hrice at Ma-
tanzas, Corsul Hyatt at Santlago ds Cuba
anid Consul Barker at fagua Iy Grands. The
communications make about 60,000 words.
They  deal largely with the  dis-
treed and  suffering  which  exista  In
all  the  districts, but  General Lee
reports  quite  fully upon the decreess
of the government with regird to autonomy
and other political phascs of the situation.
In preparing the correspoudence for trana-
i mission to congress, conslderable portiens of
| the important communioat ons, & 0 es eca'ly
those marked confidential, are omittel, The
resolutlona to which they are the risponse
in eieh lpstance asked only for auch corre
¢pondence as it was not deemed [peompatible
with the public Intireat o make publio,
General Lee's correspondenee riine aver the
;Pl'l'h.i] fron November 17, 18487, 10 April 1,
1598, Much of the correspondlence Is of a
1<-m.f!r1r-n'inl nature, and o' rome of the ln-
|
i
|

portant communication®  excerpty only are
given. The period of the correspondence
aftop the blowlng up of the Maine contains
(LN & :hlt event, 81 ‘h communlon-
| ticna probably belng decmed Irrelevant to the
ipur;l;. o of nbe resolution calling for the
poneular correspotidence (n the posserson of

no referen

the govercment nd to  the ltuation of
| affalre In Cuba,  The fiest dlapatch of Gen-
ol Leo contains \ wa's order,

under date of Nov 3, repealing, or
ratlier modifying, Guoeral Weyler'a arder of
concentratl a; which kes heretofore been pub.
lished by itie pross. Thiz order wis muaide
shoetly aftor Geueral Loe returned to Havang
from the United States lant fall, General
Lee in this communication also enclosed the
proclimation of J. M. ‘Rodriguez, major gen-
eral in chapge of the western depariment of
the Cubaa military operatiens, addressed to
the Cuban peaple and joforfming them of the
“Arm resolution” of the lnsurgent acmy to
econtinue flghting untll the atialoenent of
absolute Independence.

It wos on Navember 23 tFat Consal General
Lee made his figet peport to the Depactmen!
of State on the conditicm of alairs in Cuba,
1t s as follnwa:

AUTONOMY

UNSATISVACTORY,
8ir: 1 have the honor to hrlefly submit
a statemont of what appears to be the pres-
ent condition of affalra in this Island.
1. Thae Insurgents will not accept
Ltonomy.
2. A lnrge majority of the 8
jects who hnave commercinl and business
interests and own . property here will not
woecept autopomy, buir prefer annexatlon to

nu-

nnish #ube

the United States rather than an inde-
pendent  republie or  penuine  autonomy
unider the Spunisdn flag.

r

% The Bpanish authorities are sincere in

doing all In thelr power to fncourage, pro-

tect and promute the grinding of sugar.

'he grinding: season commeances in Des

comber;
{. The

Ingurgent leaderg have glven In-
structions to provent grinding wherever 1t
ean he dono, hecaftse by diminighing the
export of sugnr the Sppanish revenues are
decrenged. Tt will be very diffiounlt for the
Spanish authoritics to prevent eane burn-
ing, beeause oneg man at nfeht can start a
fire which will burn hundreds of acres,
juxt as i single Individun! could iznite a
prairie by throwing a matca Into the dry
BT RS,

i I am confident that (Qenernl Blanco and
General Pando, his chief of staff, as well as
e, Congosto, the seeretary general, with
all of whom T have had conversations, are

crfectly congclentions in their desire (o re-
feve the dlstresa of thosa suffering from the
offects of Weyler's reconcen'ratl'n order,
but unfortunately they have not ths means
to earry out Euch benevolent purpoges.

- - - . L] L] [ ]

In thls elty matters are assuming hotter
shape under chuaritable eommitices, e'c,
Inrge numbers arg now cared for and fed
by private subseriptions.

L] . L ] - L] . L]

I witnessed many terrible scones and =aw
somo die while T was presint. I am told
General Blanco will glve $100,000 to the velisf

fund.
HORROMS OF LOS FDS0S.

November 28 General Lee sent to the de-
partment the communications of two gentle-
men whoge poames he sayos are eupprissed
for ohvious reaxons, but whom he Lknows
personally as elunding high In the commu-
nity concerning the conditlon in Locs Fosos
ithe ditchea) in Havana. The communieation
gays, among other things: ‘‘Forty-slx women
and children thrown on the ground, heaped
pell mell as animals, some In a dying condi-
tion, othera sick, others dead, without the
slightest cleanliness or the lcast help, not
oven able to glve water to the thirsty, with-
out elther religioug or soclal help, each one
dying wherever chance lald him.”

The communleation goea on to state that
the deaths among these reconcentraldos aver-
age forty or Mty daily and that on an aver-
age there were but ten daya of life for each
person, It says Lhat the unhappy eroatures
received food only after having bren elght
days in the Fosos, during which time they
were obligel to subslst upon the bad fond
which the dylog had reflused. Some horrible
Instances of the diatross witnessed are glven

“"Among the many desths we saw,” aays
the communication, “there was seen one ln-
porathle to forgel. There I8 still alive the
only witnegs, a young girl of 18, whom we
found sceminzly lifeless on the growwad, Op
her vight side was the Lody of a young
mother, cold and rigid, but with her youuy
ehild &ulll eilve and elinging 10 her breast
On her left sile wao the corpse of a dead
womsan holding her son in a dead embrace.
A little further oa a dylog weman, having
In hee arma a daughter of 14, crazy wich
pain, who, after twelve or fourteca dajs,
died In spite of e care shoe recelved.”

Further along the communication sass that
if any young girl came in who was nice lo.k-
ing, she was Infalllbly condemne] to the most
ghominable of traMes, The communicat on
eays Lthat 1,700 porsons had cntered the Foics
since Auguat, and of those but 233 were then
livlag. It places the number o deaths among
che reosncentrados at 77 per cent

On December 3 Gene:al Lee sent to the
State department 4 commuuication referring
to a eclpher dispatch he had sent two days
previous, in which he Informed the depart-
ment that he had learned from the Unlted
States consul at Matanzas of an "'Extensive
and dangerous conepliacy under the ex-gov-
ernor of the provinee directed agalnst Amerl-
cans, action against them to bhe contingent
an the movement of the United States gov-

ernment In favor of the independence of
Cuba.'
WANTS WAR SHIPS HANDY,

Geperal Lee stated that rumors had been
more or less frequent regarding the riotous
demonstrations of some dissatisfed elemeats
against American citleens there and in other

parts of the island. Sueh demonstrations,
he said, must come from Epanish non-
vombatants or from volunteer forces. He

did not think there was any danger [rom the
former, many of whom seemed to favor ag-
nexatlon rather than autonomy or the In-
dependence of the Cuban republic, "1 am
Inclined to think,” says le, “that if General
Blaneo ean manage the volunteers as yester-
day he said he counld, the trouble from that
source I8 diminishing. The origin of the
mobs la this ¢ty in the past has always been
located tn the ranks of the volunteers, who

alone  have organization apd arms”
In  consaquence of the assurances
that American ife and  property
would  be pretected Geuneral Leo

sild that he had declined to make applica-
tlon for the presence of one or more war
ahipa In Havasa barbor and had advised
Amerlcans who bad wives and children not
to send them away, at least for the pres-
ent. I still think,'" continued General Lee,
“that two war ships, at least, should be
at Key West prepared to move on short
notice and that more of them should be
lummmma.tnoonug;uum
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CUBAN CONSULAR REPORTS szt in et tore swen procee

prodence and foreaight aecessary to afford
pifety to Americans réalding on the lsland
and to thelr propertlen’

Under (e oame date General Lee acenda
another communication containing the state-
menta of Senor Cacalejas, the editor of the
Madeid Bl Heraldo, who had Juat returned

ﬂl:‘:I between the Sganish forces under Gen-
era
iMag, In which Canaléjas was quoied as say-
Ing the Spanish forces Gad displayed thelr
usual valor, but tkat the province was nst
pacified; thet out of 14,000 Spanisli troops
taly between 3000 and 4,000 were able to
aperate, (be balance belng alek at hospitals
o I garvimos and towns; that he belleved
autonomy prematurs and was Inclined to the
adoption of energetic military action for the
purp s of pacilying the province; that the
triuth should be koown (n Spain, where public
epinicn and the press had been docelved re-
garding the terminatica of the war snd the
so-talled paclfication of the western provinees.

Under Decrmber 7 date Geneeal Lioe sent
a communleation to the department regard-
ing the measures for the rellsf of the
reconceairadoy, much of which Is @ot made
public., In the portlon glven out General
Lie says: ‘'l see no effect of the govern-
mental distribution to the reconcentrados,
I am Infoermed that only $12,500 In Spealish
silver has bem dedleated to the Havana
province cut of the §100,000 sald to have
been aot eslde for the purpose of relleving
them on the Island and that reporte [rom
all pesta of the province thow that 60 per
cent have already died and that many of

those left wi'l die, and moat of thesa are
women and children. ®* * * I am iIn-
formed tm order has besn lsoued In some

carta of the island suspending the dlsposi-
tion to reconcentrados. * * *
CATS USED FOR FOOD.

“The ccadition of these prople ls simply
terrible, 1 Lear of much sufféving In the
Suanlsh hospitals for want of feod. * * *
[ hear also that the Spanlsh merchants in
some parts of the iMand are placing their
catablishmente in the name of foreigners
o avold having thelr proviaions purchased
on credit by e military admialstration. In
some parts of the Island 1 am told there
i» acaroely any food for soldiers and eitl-
trid that even cats ave uwscd for food
purpesae, seiling for 30 vents apleco. 1t s
v falr Inference to draw ftom existing con-
ditlons that It Is not possible for the gov-

cmor gencral to relleve the prigent silua-
tion with medns al his disposal, & & o9
eermbes 13 eame the following from Gea-
]l Lee:
The contest for and ngainst autonomy s
mo=st unegqunl.  For it, thero are five or

Ix of the hend officers at the palace and
twenty or thirty perdons bhere In the city.
= 6 * Azainsgt it first, arg the Insurgenis,
wita or without arms, and the Cuban non-
combutantis, Sccond, the groat musz of
the Spanlvrda, bearing or noln-bearing arms

the Dattery desiring, If there must be o
chanze, annexation to the United Btates,
ladecd, there I8 the grestest apathy con-
cerning autonomy in any form, No one
ndks wnat It will be, or when or how |t
will come.. 1 do not see how I could]l even
e put in operntion by force. because -ag
long ns the insurgents deeline to aceept It
a0 long, the Spanl<h anthorities say, the
Wir must continue, ® & @

December 14 Genem) Lee sends another
eommunication, saviheg timt the total number
of reconcentrades In Havana province will
reach 150,000 and that the death rate from
turvation alone would be aver M0 per cent,
For the relief of these people, he saye, §18-
300 In sllver has been set asiie, “so thet if
eve.y dollar appropriated reaches them the
itatribution will average about 17 centa to
u person, which, of course, will be raphdly
exhausted, and as 1 can near of no further
succdr belng afforded It I edsy to percelve
what Httle practicnl rellef hae taken place
in the condition of these poor people.”

NEW SCHEME OF AUTONGMY.

Decamber 28 General Lee makes the first
communieation about the new scheme of au-
tonomy. He says that he has been informed
that tho authorities are engeged In forming
an autonomivtie eabinet, arranging for the
members to takoe the required oath on Jan-
tetry 1, and “also for an election thirty daya
thereafter. ® * ® My preseat information
la that most of the Spaniards will refrain
from voting and nearly all the Cubane,
® * * The feeling in Havann, and I hear
in ether parts of the Island, Is sirong agninst
it, the Cobuns desiring an independent re-
pubilic ‘and the Spaniards preferving annexa-
tlon to the United States rather than auton-
omy. On the night of the 24th Instant these
moema to have been a concérted plan over the
{sand to testify the disapprobation of the
people to the propored autonomistic plan of
the Spanish government,”

He goes on to describe how It eulminated
about 2 o'tloek on the morning of the 26th,
when a mob amsembled In the principal
aquare with cries of “Death to autonomy!”
and “Viva Weyler!" He says the men in
the mob had stones in thelr pockets and some
of em were drmed with weapcas., “They
made a demonstration, too, against the ofMice
of (e Diario de la Marina, a paper published
in this town favoring autonoavy, but were
dispersed by the milltary pollce and  sale
diers, * & » .

Toe same day General Lee acknowledges
the receipt of President McKinloy's procla-
mntion calling upon the pecple of the Unlted
States to make chacitable contribut!i ns for
the rellef of the distress in Cuba. Other tel-
egrams Pollow duriog the next few days to
to the class of contributions which would be
most valuable In relieving the suffering.

January 8 General Lee makes the following
report:

RESULT OF RECONCENTRATION.

I have the honor to state, as 0 matter of
public intere tnat the “reconcentrado
onider” of Genoral Weasler, former governor
eoneral of this island, transformed about
s self-suirpporting  people,  principally
wuinen and chililren, into o muititude to
Ly sustained by the contributions of others
nr die of starvatinm or fevers, resulting
from a low phiyaleal condition and being
mugsed In larvge bodies, without ohange of
clothing amd without feod. Taclr homes
were burnea, thelr flelds and plant beds
destroyed and thelr llve stock dreiven away
or Rilted, 1 estimote that probably 200 000
of the rural pomslation in the provinee of
Pinar del Rlo, Habana, Mualianzas and
Sunty Cinrg hove disd of starvation or from
refuitant causes, and the denths of whaole
famiiles almodst simultaneously or within
a fow daye of each other, and of mothers
praying for their children to be relleved of
taeke horrvible sufferings by deat’n, are not
the least of the many pitiahle scenes which
waere ever present. n the provinees of
Macrte Princlpe and  Santisgo Jd¢ Cubn,
where the “reconcentrado order'” could not
be enforeed the great masa of Une prople
are self-sustaining, = ® * A dally averane
of 10 cents worth of food to #00K prople
would be an expendlture of § 0 per day
mnd of course the most humane efforis upoan
the part of our friends cannot hope to ac-
coimplish such a glgantle rellef, and a
“reat portion of peopie will have to
Ire abandoned to toeir fale, * * *

Ceneral Lee enclosed in this communiea-
ticn an editorial from the Diarlo de le
Merina, which vigorously denounced the
“seditious tumult’” of the day before as a
vietory for Gomez and the enemies of Spain.
On the same day he also sent to the depart-
ment statistics about the mortallty in Santa
Clara showing that while there was 5,489
deaths In that town in the seven years pre-
vious to 1807, which Included 1,487 In one
vear from an epldemic of yellow fever; there
were In 1897, owing to the concentration
order, 6,981 deaths out of a total population
of 14,900, The death rate Increased menthly
from seveniy-elght in January, the mouth
before the concentration order went Into ef-
foct, until December when there were 1,011

deaths,
MAY NEED SHIPS.

January 12, 13, 14 and 15 Geperal Lee gont
brief cablegrnms to the department with re-
gard to the rloting and the demonstirations
against autonomy and Blanoo and the three
newspaper offices. Jenuary 13, he sald some
of the rioters "threatened Lo go to the
Uniied Statis consulate.”

»Ships,"” he gald, "are npot needed, but may
be later. If Americans are In danger, ships
should move promptly for Havana, Uncer-
tainty and excitement widespread.” :

The rioting ceased the next day and Gen-
eral Lee reported all qulet,

On the 18th General Lee sent a dispatch
marked confidential regarding the riosting,
it follows:

The recent disorders In this clty are
primarily attributed 10 & group of Spanish
officors who were incensed at articles ap-
4 pearing in three of the newspapers of Ha-
vana, El Reconcentrado, La Discuasion and
El Diario de Ia Marina, The first was very
pronounced aguinst General Weyler and his
metaods, the Discuselon had been  sup-
pressed by Woeyler, but lts publication was

ermitted to be resumod by Blaneo, and the
ast had been an ultra-Spanish orgnn bug
had been converted by the present authorls
ties to autonomy, It is probable that the
Spanish officers were firsg govo&eﬂ by the
denunclations of Weyier tae columns
of one of these papers and determined

from Plear del Rio provinee after the on- |

Valasco and ths Cuban forces under |

— ——— =

tr (g * L e o‘?" ig

i M

THE OMAHA DAILY RBEL: TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 1898
R R ———

'nmn it, and rﬁuﬂls b
the mob, tu L"hr demonstration Into an
Lanti-antonomMe e affair, * * * Lamd o=
lay an anaiysin bt the autonomisiic plan,
The Intense appieitton to It on the part of
| the Bpanlardm) arises from the fact that
| the frst appelogments of tone officers to
fput Inte fo ts provislons was made
| generally ouldfde, of their party, In order
| to show the bljl! in nrms that autonomy
was Institute® fF thelr benefit and protec-
tion, * * Thelinteliigent Spaniards * ¢
* woe no poosperity In the future, but
rather other jwars and more confusion, In
| the sume old sttompts to make the waters
of commerce flow In unnatural channels,
The lower 8panish clnsges have nothing in
| mind when qutanomy s mentioned except
1:‘u.1m:| local 'tfals) hence thelr opposition.

ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT OF RELIEF.

January 21 General Lee trapsmitied a copy
of the decres which emablieied the auto-
nonile regime on the island of Cuba.

Ca January 15-22 ke reported by cable
datly that all wes quiet in Haveana, and that
the recent rioting Wad caveed some delays,
but that no diffiouity was apprehended ns
to the landing of supplies.

Fibruary 4 he reported the receipt of
meneyo from varicus scctions of the Unlted
States for rellef purposes, and the manner
fm which it Is being distributed,

February 10 he telegraphed tbe State de-
partment as follows!

Captnin genernd re‘urned yeslerday: mel
with no success of any #ort, Spanlards
eyarywhere unfriendly; rumors of coming
demonstration against him here. I think
him an exeellent man, but In an unfor-
tutate position. Three serlous ecombats re-
port=d within a week, In cach insurgents
victorlous.

The eame day he sent to the State depart-
ment a statement of the condition in the
towng in the neighborhood of the clty of Ha-
vana, made by a pe:scn he had sent to those
plices for the purpose <f ingpecting the num-
ter and coxdition of the starving. The
statemint covers four towns in the nelghhor-
hood of Havana and Is largely a repotition
of the awful tale of suffering which camo
from the cther portions of the lsland.

At Melena del Sur the statement says it
ls impesible for the mayor, owing to the
unhealthy conditions prevailing and the want
of rizonrces to relieve the miaerable prople,
“who die in great numbers {from starvation,
fover and smalipox. There are other towns
#in the same condition, for example Guines,
Catnlira and Nadruga, whose sltuation could
He 'm some degree relleved if the country
pecple were gliowed to leave the town freely
in srarch of feod., In some towns this is
entirely prohitited, in others they are
obliged to pay a tax. Not baving anything
fo eat, how can they pay a tax? In every
towa the first thine nollesd is the unhealthy
conditon of the men and thelr total lack
ol physlcal strength.”

BLANCO'S RELIEF A FARCE,

At Cataline de Guines the statemont re-
ports the c ndition of the reconcentrados
as 2ad and desperate; “There are,'” It says,
“no zenes of cultivati:n,” aad the recolcemn-
trados are not allowed to leave the lown
in scarch of work or food even with a mil-
ltary pass, “Foud 18 so secprce that ane
must walk four or five milea before finding
a sweet palato, In these districts the relle!
elven to the retotcentrades by General
Blanco is a farce."”

The land near the town comprized In the
gone for cultlvation, the statement says, han
boeen rented by four Spanlards, who have
woalth ard Influemee, and they employ tho
fow reconecentrgdos who are able to work at
G0 or 40 vents per day, but nobody can leave
the town without a pass good for a month,
wad which costs 20 cents. The worktnen
have to leavesmt 6 in the morning, and not
Leing able to take meals with them, are
oblized to work uniil 6 In the evening with-
out food. The women who leave in starch of
veretables are sometimes deprived of them
on thelr way backs; by guerlilas, 1o filteen
days 200 peconcentmmdos heve diel ka Gulnes
from starvation,

“Cuvie of the few protectors of the recon-
contrados, In ;fact_a ‘herole one,” says the
statement, “is, a poung man named Jose
Amohodo, whose fasher and mother died at-
tending the sufieriog poor, and who himsell
has glven up gight houses belonging to him
as dwelllng places for the reconcentrados, all
the conledts of a.grocery store which he
possesse!, aod who is as destitute as they
are, but always atltending to those who
suffer.” ]

On Fehruary 15 General Lee transmitted to
the department a letter, with its translation,
signed by the insurgent commander-in-chief,
ieneral Gomez, addresssd ta President Me-
Kinley. General Lee gays the letter was de-
Hvered by a messcoger, who at once de-
parted before he saw ar hal any communien-
tlon with him.

LETTRR FROM GOMEZ.

The letter is as follows:

To Willlum MceKinley,
United States.—8ir: The herole Cuban peo-
e possess o characteristie quality of its
moral belng, and deyveloped to a high de-
gree, oneg of the most noble sintiments,
namely, gratitode; whoever ans done welt
for Cuba wina for himsalf forever the life~
long recognition of the sons of Cuban soll,

Your great peoplo have given to the whole
world an exnmple of lofity wvirtue, and ts
the sonme and stain of 8pain; not only has
it shown compassion before the great misfor.
tunes brouzht an Cuba by the Teroclous
Spanlsh palley but has extended a helping
aand to the unhuppy victims of the war-
:?rv carrled on by the army of that na-

.

The gratitude of this people must be on
a par with that great and generous hmpulse,
ana If Caba, by its geographleal sltuation
and the necessity of Ity commerclsl oxist-
ence, 18 called to maintain, onee Caat it is
free, and for the mutuni benclit of both
ceuntries, closer relutions with your great
republic than with any other noatlon what-
evir from this day forward, Cuba w!ll con-
slder Iteelf bound by o closer tie In too
wffectizn it bears for the noble Amerlean
magnanimity.

However true and minute may be the re-
ports that you have heard, never will vou
be able to form a just conception of all
the bioodzhed, the misery, tie ruin and the
sorrow  eiused to the afMlicted Cubins to
obtain Its Independence, and  how  the
despotie splirit of Spain, Ircltated to the
lnut degree before the most just of all re-
belllons, has revelied In the most fmp'a-
cable destruction of everything, llves .und
property,

The nation which at one time adopted
the Ingulsition and Invented it2 tortures
lnstly concelyved the concentration scheme,
the most norrible of all means to martyrize
and then to annihilate an entire people,
and If It hos stopped in the path of de-
struction it Is due in a greal measure to
the eory of Indignation wilvn the Kknowl-
vidge of such horrors ananimously  drew
from the states over which you kovern.

The p oople who arz saved from extinoiion
and whose evils your gifts as=nage aure the
people for whoss Jiberty we dally =h ! our
hicod on the neids of hattie; th: country
whoge Independence we new conguer at the
point of the sword, For them I8 alzo . r us;
blgod of our bloog and flesh of our flesh,
we must rejoic: with them in thelr joys
and we weep and sympathize with thom
in thelr sorvows and griefa,

ASKS AID FOR HIS PEOPLE.

Be no! surprigsad, then, that as the gen-
cril-in-chicf of thiz Coban army, I am so
deply movied ot 'the wave of compassion
which agitates your noble country and that
I acceds to the ‘sguest of the patriots 1
commnnd to appmr befors yvou, Lhe repre-
aentative of the 'great nation, ns the ex-
poanent of our mampnse gratitude,

1 have therefgre, sir, to fulill a con-
solentions duty by _selting forth a fact
which 1 beg vot' will please transmi: to the
knowledge of thé pirsons to whom |2 recoms
monded the phflanthropic mis<lon of sue.
coring the unhappy, destitute Cubang, and
In order that dgnsrance of cerfaln ante=
codenta may npk deprive many needy ones
of the enjoyment of that American charity.

The revolu'lon, as absoluie master of the
country, hns nevir prohibited any celtizen,
whatever his natlonulity, from earning his
living and It has happened that s soon as

Presldent of the

the barbarouy pongentration deorce  wad
dercgated. innupmerable families have lefl
and still leave Lm-

s, ity for thoe floldas.
pelled by hunger ro wrest from ‘he frultful
Cuban vegetation the meana of relliving
th: most pressing nieds of life, those un-
happy heings lgnore the fact that If the
Spaniards by steel and privation have
shraouded thewr bhearts In mourning, so also
It may be sald that the flora of Quba was
In mourning, devastated by the bullet and
torch,

Whercfore, belng In the rame clroum-
stinees, these unfortunatea have the same
moral right tad particlpate In the relief fur-
nighed to needy Cubuans by Your generous
prople. Many a widoxy, many a mo her,
miny an orphan do we meet In our wuay,
who naks of us succor that we are not able
to give bu! most sparingly, and therefore,
upon pointing out to them the charlity
nwikened In thelr behalf in your nolble na-
tlon, 1 desire to honor myseif by offering
my sérvices to co-operate In the noble
work wi'h all the power and mauns within
the reach of the forces L commund,

I wm, eir, with the most distingulshed
conzlderation, M. GOMEZ,

March 1 Ueneral Le2 reports that the dis-
tribution of food, medicines and clothing to
the destitute s proceading  eatisfactorily.
“The work.,” he seys. “bas been well or-
ganlzed and systematized uader the super-

to | vislon acd direction of Mios Clara Barien,
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o ——— —

R TIAN

ilemt of the Red Cross of the Unilted
tates, and her active and experiencel as-
slatant.”

He says that the number of the poor and
deatitute s 20 Jarge that It Is Impossible
to relleve large numbers in each locality,
but that he can state with confidence that
under the present system of divtribution the
stipplies are wot lost or wasted, but reach
those for whom they are mtended.

CONSUL BARKER I8 HANDICAPPED,

March 14 he encloses a letier from Consul
Barker of Sagua, who requests him to
tranamit the following letter, which ls ad-
dressed to him (Genwral Lee):

Dear 8ir: 1 will taank you to communi-
cate to the depariment uas quickly as
possible the fact that the military com-
mander and other officers of the military
positively refuse to allow the reéconcentra-
dos to whom I am issuing food In its raw
state to procure fuel with which to cook
the food.
1n addition, they prohibited this class of
people (1 am only giving food to about one-
fifth of the destitute) from gathering vege-
tablea from within tne protection of the
fortrosges, telling them “the  Amerfcans
propose Lo feed you, and to the Amerieans
you musi look.'" Yours truly,

WALTER B, BARKER, Consul,

March 18 QGeneral Lee luformed the de-
partment that the governor general, by de-
cres March 5, prorogued In all parts to March
a1, 1869, the decroe of the general govern-
ment of April 19, 1807, relative to the sus-
penslon of legal procecdings against real
estate with the reeervation of what may be
agreed upon by the Insular chambers, “ln
due season.”

March 24 General Lee cabled that the work
of relle! was progressing and gave detalle
about the diatribution of supplies and added:
“Have been greatly assisted by Mr,
Klopsch."

March 28 General Lee reports that instrue-
tions have been given by the civil govern-
ment of Havana that the alealdeg and other
authorities shall not glve out any facts about
the reconcenttados, and If any of the Ameri-
can rellef committees ehould make inquiries
concerning them all such Inquiries smust be
referted to him.

General Lee's dispatehea conclude with a
dlspateh under date of April 1, transmitting
the decree of the governor general terminat-
ing the concentration,

Thera ls one communieation from Owen
McGarr, conel at Clenfuegos, under (ate of
January 10, Informing the deiartment that
the sugar mille In his district had  heen
grinding since the first of the mionth, He says
the utmost diligence i3 required to prevent
the firing of the oine Nelds, and coneludes:
“The sugar crop Is the aupport of all clussca,
eapuclally the laboring classes; should it be
deviroyed a famine wauld be Inevitahle"

BRICE REPORTS FROM MATANZAS,

The communications from Mr. Brice, con-
sul at Matanzas, number only seven or eight
and moest of them are briel. The correspond-
onee from him beging with November 17 lasi
nnd eclesed with Februury 8, 1808, Probably
the most steiking feature of Mr. Brice's com-
munications Is a distinet artiele written on
January 18 last and devoted to Cuban destl-
tution. In this he notes the receipt of a
clreular letter of the State department dated
ten days before.

“This,”" he says, "Intimated that help Is to
bo extended by the United States to the
atarving people of Cuba., The news of this
relief has been known,'" he continues, “lor
tho last two woeeks aml has extended all over
the province. This consulate has been over-
whelmed with people of all elapscs, asking to
ba remembered when this relief comes."

Mr. Hrice then glves a number of facts i1-
lustrating the suffering in the province. e
=1ys there are in Matanzas province alone
$0.000 people who are In actual starvation
condition and without food, clothing and med-
leinge, Continulng, he says:

In addition to the aboy
familles of the better elusces, and formerly
well to do, who today are llving on one
meal & duy and that very scant. Thoy huve
s0ld or piwned furniture, jewelry, clothing.
ote., o eke aut an existenes antll all s
gans, er nearly 20, Too | 1d to bheg, they
sulfer in silence and many e of starvation,
The daughter of a former governor of this
provivee wasz sesn begging In the stroets
tincognito) of this olty,

Muny of thesa people call on me privately
s my resldency, asking and praving for
God's sake 1o o remembered when this re-
lief comes frem the United States,

Oune has to be here, know and mingle with
the people to fully rea'lze the terrible desti-
tutlon and misery exlating In Cuba, It Is
fo be hoped that this relief from the United
Statea will come qulekly, for hundreds are
dyving an!ly of starvation. Condltlons are
dreadful end no rellef afforded Ly the Span-
'sh authorities,

NO SYMPATHY WITH AUTONOMY.

In his ficst communication, eerles dated
November 17, Mr. Brice stated tha! nelther
the Spaniards or Cubans of that sectlon
woere In sympathy with the proposed auton-
omy and reforms. He noted the issuance of
the order to mualcipal authorities to [=sue
rations and clothing, bult no attentlon was
ald it. In this communication he places the
feath rate at over eighty peesons dally,
roarly all of whom are dying for waat of
food, medicines, and clothing.

“*As 1 write this,"” he says, “a dead negro
woman lles In the street withio two yards
of this consulate, starved to deatt. She died
wome time thls morning, and wili He there
miybe for days.'

Mr. Brice also notes the lssuance of an
orilee allowing the reconpentradoz to retuin
to_the country, but he sayas the restrietiang
In the ovder are such as to practically pro-
wibit, It they went,” he sayvs, “what would
thoy do without money, food or shelter?”
Adding, "only thcae who van obtain em-
alorment on sugar plantatiops ecan live. In-
strprata day no one will be allowed to grind
in the province of Matanzas, This sltuation
I indesd deplorable, and I am [cee to say
g rea2l help ean be expected from the Span-
'ah goverament, and the fate of the remaln-
ing eoncentradog la slow, lingering death
from starvation.”

Writlng on Decomber 17, Mr. Brice says
that the relief offered to the reconcentrados
wnd other people by the Spanish authorities
Ia Ineffectusl, 1 have,” he says, “personally
vigited the head masters of diatribution sta-
tlong, Two thousand ratlons were glven out
for a few daye only Lo 8000 persons. There
are more than 12,000 starving people in thia
ait7 today. One out of four or aix reéceiyve twao
sunees of riee, one aud a Gall ounces of
ferked heef, and aometimes a small plece of
hread per dlem. Even thls rating of food haa
been dlacontinued sinee December 11."

Mr, Nrice mentloned several instances of
Aletress, ameng others the following: In a
famlily 2 aeventoen, living lan an old lime
kiln, all were dead except three, and they
karely allve.

Ho says again that General Blanco's order
allawing reconcentrades to return and cultl-
vate thelr ecrops Is inopemative and of no
avall.

Writing on January 18 he says: “The poor
aro shut up in cities and towna like rate to
starve. We have ffteen of elzhteen famlilles
of Americans among the reconcentrados who
awn property in the country, and were they
allowed to go to thelr homes could make a
rood living. All these have begged and
pleaded with the authoritiea under Blanco's
order, only to be refused.”

CONAUL BARKER'S REPORTS,

Consul parker covere the conditions exist-
Ing in Sunta Clara provinee In a number of
communications, beginning on November 20,
1507, and clesing on March 24 last. His Jet-
ters constitute one long story of distress, of
vickness, destitution and death, until, Indeed,
tho pleture, even as drawn in the plain lan-
guage of official communications, iv revolting.

Mr. Barker devoted comparatively little
soace to political questions, but one or Lwo
of hia letters are along these linca. Prob-
ably the most notabhle of these Is his com-
munication of Januvary 10 last, in which he
voluntleers some sageesilone to the Depart-
ment of State. From this commusnleation
the following extracts are taken:

When Spain will admit defeat no mortal,
in my ‘aunrble Judigment, dare  predlet,
Pendlng thiz ndmission on lis part, *hou-
sands of human belngs, sulltless of belng
or having sny part in the insurrection, ara
dying for want of sustenance. This eondl-
tion mnst continue to Increase. ¢

The U'nlted Htates, In taking actlon rela-
tive to Cuba, whidh seems Inevitable, de-
sires to aveld a clash with Spain. Then
It congress altar our clilzen  laws by
amending the statute relatlve to the de-
claration required of persons  bhecoming
citizens by naturalization, #o that ihe sub-
jeots ar clitizens of any government at
prosent residing ot Cuba may go before
any Unlted States consul In that Island
and make declaration of Intentlon of be-
coming n eltlgon of the United States, and
shall entitle them to recognition as cltizens
until the expirntlion of two years, when
taey be required to reside In the United
Sinten until flve years shall have elapaed
before granted naturallzation papers,

With such a privilese I nm confulent B
per cent of the resldent Spanlards will avall
themselves of the opportunity of rebuking
the mother country for atts ting to folst

are a thousand

upon them changss in the exclting laws of

— -

the Island. Such a step would cautlon the
home gubjects, a8 woll an Une government,
o aequicse, without disturbance, In the
foss of the hlulul.

Mr, Barker then suggests that the Un'ted
States shall offer Iis mood oMces to 2pain
with a view of securing an armistice of
twenty days' duration for the purpose of dls-
cusing the terms of settlement betweon
Spain and the Insurgents, the Unliel States
to be the umpire. Pending negotlationg he
would have all troops quartered and held ia
the large fortified coast towns, In ordor that
the reconcentrados may return to the coun-
try and to employment,

He adds that the rellet from *he United
States must be contlnued or the people muat

(mtarve so lomg as there I= an armed Spanish

soldier In the country, “since the people, fer
fear of belmg murdered, do not go to thelr
country homes."
REIGN OF TERROR PREVAILS,
On January 16 Mr. Barkor sayva;

In this consular district a relgn of terror

and anarchy prevails svhich the authorities,
If g0 dlsposed; are utterly powerliss to cone-
trol or In any measure subdue, Astde from

the sufforin chised by .. nparillele '1‘.‘—"'"'-”"“ In_orider to operate thelr mills,
destitution, T I'N:.uﬂ‘ ”"). F‘i?u,ll‘ilmt lltl,:lr;lll:!l Fhis leaves the SUEAF wrower entirely In
Wy assuming a critlenl stage. As stoted | ”11" hands of tha Cubans in revolt s to
heretofore, in no way have the authoritfes | WHither they will be allowed 1o grind
departed from the poliey pursued by the without Itiu-lrnm_--- or fear of total destrucs
late, but not lumented, General Wesler, | tion of thelr property. | Know that stirict
Spanish troops, as well ns the guerilias | orders have bheen glven to suberdinate com-
under the criuel chiefs, Carreras, Olavar. manders that under no elfcumatinees Illl:l!t
etta, and Lagzo, continue to deapoll the it be permitied (o grind, under ponaity
country and drench It sith the blood of | for viniation of the order for destruction of

non-combatants,

Although the “bande” of the

1o estates, It restricts thelr operations to
thoss having a gurrison. Lust week o num-
ber belonging to the “sta ana®™ estate, lo-
cated within o league of Bawui, and owned
by George Thorndike of Newport, R T,
were driven off after returning nnd refuscd
A permit ns a protection by the military
commitider, Mayor Lomo, one of the
trusted offeers under the Weyler regime,

The latter part of Mr., Harker's ocorre-
gpondence, beginning with March 12, ls de-
voted to a statemiat of the relief labors,
and an estimate of the funds wejuired to
continue thils work, He etates thit from
Februaty 15 to March 12 he cared for 1,200
persons, Inereasing the number ot the rellef
list after that date to 2,000, He then detalls
the work done by the Red Oross society, the
varions loeal committecs and other, to each
of whom he gives due eredit,

Having done this, Mr. Barker stated his
opinion to be that if pravision coull be made
to care for 26,000 personsg la that proviace
whoever would he left might manage to sur-
vive, He thought to kcep 25,000 porsons
allve wonld require clghty tons of provisions

a month. He then stated that of the 5,000 | ayaurt purkue.  Among  property  Holders,
utterly destitute in that olty the mayor had | whether Ametloans or of othep nationalitics, s
in a manner relleved about one-third of the | he savs there 18 bt ofe sentlment. This
nuwmber with rations of vliee and beans, senthment s, “Hands off,” or suych notive
in this communication Mr, Barke* lodl- | jntervention s will quickly terminate the L.
ented that the Spanizh loeal anthoritios were | strig (e, Thev, he sayvs, l:.l'i‘llﬂ)' depreento

willing to accept ald (ram the Unlted States,

and he adided that while he had been uei- | jhe oasses encmiss to American interests
erally doubtful of the willlngness of the | aqd brinegs no corresponding advantage.
military authorities to recelve thls assis- On November 20 Mr, Hyatt says:
tance he hal acccpted thely co-operation The text of the new putotiomy as pub-
when convineed it was tesdered with gln- | Hehed here s not mectlie with favae by
Copity. ; most m-ni;-l-T}luf lh.f- ,upi-ln'l’n!:, 'l;h--r-} I|s.
- Qe - _— 10vEver, o eeling o roedie nm fife
[-\PI“-‘-‘_I--“ IS ESTIMATE. sinee the change In the captain l:"ll"r-ll!: ‘
On March 25 Mr. Barker bocrensod his | ship.
cstimate as to the amount of food neces- A partlon of thip dispateh Is withheld by

sary to keep life in the peeple of that prov-
Ince. In the telegram of that date he gakl
that fifty tons were needed for that tlme
and that the distress was far greater thin
his former reports had shown.

In the letter of this date he recounts the
particulars of a visit to fanta Clara, the seat
of government of the province of the game

name, where hoe says he learned from hig | lem of existence. A census of the island
awa agents and also from the goverpap of | 10Ken today, ns eompaged with the one
that province that the number of persons in | tiken three years ngo, I foel contident,

4 would snow that“two ~thinde of the resl-

actual want exceeded any estimate which he
had previously sent to the government, and
he had sald only three days before that he
thought twenty tons per month should be
added to the elghty tons previcusly sug-
gueated, In this communication of March
20 Mr. Darker says:

* 7 Spanish government I8 concerned men doing
The distress I slmply |, heartranding. | wenrly ns they please, The Insurgents and
\} hole fanillivs, without elotilog 1o hide | yhelr” sympathizers  will  unquestionably
thelr nakedness, are sleeping on the bare | gake advantage of the revocitlon to got

ground, without bedding of any kind, with-
out food, save to such as we have been
able to rencn with provistons gent by our
own nolve people. And the most Alstross-
Ing feature i8 that fully 50 per cent are il
and without medical attention,

Mr. Barker adds that If $5.000 could bhe
telegraphed to Consul General Lee, blankets,
cots und medielnes could be purchased there
and In the several towns adfacent, and thus
save the thousands who muat die if com-
pelled to await the seading of these sup-
pllcs from the United States,

“1 have,”" he says, “found the clvil gov-
ernor willing to lend every ald in his powes,
but he admits that he ean do nothinz but
nealat, with his clvil officialy, in expediting
rellel sent by the United States, The mill-
tary obstruct In every way peesible”

Ian the earller portlen of h!s correspond-
ence, Me. Barker indicates the reasors why
General Blaneo's crders relleving the recon-
centrades must prove of no avall. He says
that while the frst article of the order
granty permisgion to the starving class to
return toe the country, the seccmd artiels
abrogates this permission in exacting that
the places to which they go must be gar-
risoned,

This conditlom alone, he says, will pre-
clude over one-kaif of these poor unfor-
temates, for thelr homes are: In ruin, amd
the sugar estates able to malntaln a guard
can eare for but a small percentage of the
whaole.

Mr., Bavker savs that while he does not
question the gobd Intention of those now in
power, yot "It Is a self-evidemt fact that
the authoritica are utterly helpless to ox-
tend any reliel to those who have thus far
survived the pamgs of hunger.”

Mr. Barker says that his o'sevvation does
not besr out the statement made hy the
captaln general to the Epanish minlstor, that
“extenslve zones of cultlvaiion have been
organizsd, the dally rations are provided by
the state, and that work I+ furalshed.

MILITARY 18 POWERLESS,

Mr. Barker alzo points out the Impracti-
cability of grinding eane under the present
vonditions. He says in his letter of Novems-
ber 20 that he Interviewed most of the large
planters In his consul distrlet and that they
had stated that unlesg assured of Immunity
from the Insurgent chlef Gomez, they would
not attemwpt to grind, as by so doing they
would leopardize thelr property. He adds
thiat It l& an “unquestioned fact that the mil-
Itary 1s powerless to give this necessary pro-
tection,"

Mr. Barker devoira much space to the suf-
ferirz and mortality of the peonle of his
provinee. He places the mortality figurss for
six of the principal citles of his district for
the period beginning with January 1, ending
November 15, 1887, at 80,851, He saya this
Is the officlal record and that fully 25 per
eent of should be added to cover deaths of
whick no record was kept.

“Undoubtedly," he says, “one-half the con-
centrated peonle have dled, and teday sol-
diers are companlon vietims of the surviving
non-combatants, Thie death roll is the mute,
aithough convinclng proof of the loss of the
attemnt of stamnping out the rebellion. 1
do not feel that 1 am speaking wrongly, when
I say that ninety daya will bring 75 per cent
of the population te starvation. The suffer-
Inz among the troops, as well ng the recon-
ctptrados, slmply beggars sortrayal.

On Decemrer 18 Mr. Parker relates the
narticulars of a vigit he made to the prin-
clpal railroad towns In his consular district,
which tour had been underiaken Lo verlly
the vprevious statements, Speaking of this
trip, which eovered the towns of Eanta Clara,
Cruites, Evperanzza, Jicoten and Santa Do-
migo, be says:

The destitution s simply too harrowing to
reeite and muat become Intensifted ecach day,

The death rate for last month shows an
Increnss of about 2 per cent.  In theso
tlowng I got my Information from the

mavaors of each, Prom them 1T lsarned that
while there was an lssue of food ronning
from three to five days, biginning on the
M®th ultimo, econsisting of three ounces of
bacon or jerked baef and elx ouncis of ricoe
for adults and half thig a'lowance for ohll-
dren under 14 yeara, the plttunce given was
sufliclent only for one-fourth to one-tenth of
the sturving. No further rell:f has been
given up to date and the mayors of these
towns ave suthority for stating that the
cuptain meneral !I."H'\ ordered the discontin.
uance of the food to the reconcentrados
CUTS OFF THE SUPPLY.

This order from the captain gencral was
anparently given because of the insufficlency
of the food supply for the Spanish woldiera,
The mayor of Saaia Clara had also told Me
Harker that the military commander had la-
formed him that he was to give food to no
one having relatlons In the lnsurrection,
which wonld inelude 76 per cent of the dest]-
tute. Feom this Mr. Barker sald that however
slncero may be the desire to belp Lhe recon-
centrados by the Spanish authoritics, they
are powerless to do so for want of means,
and popular subscriptions have proved a total
{allure, “because the Cubsus are poorly

enptain-
guneral provides that laborers may returi

——

'

fixed and the Spanlsh posltively will contrib-
ute nothing.'

Mr. Barker dwella in neacly all his com-
murications upon the paucity of the fond for
Spanleh soldlers, In the letter of Decomber
14 he sayn:

In my recent trips T found the Spanish
soldiers are not only suffering for neces-
sary fool, but T was often appealed to by
thess pitiable creatures for medicine. One
hias only to look upon them to be assured
, of the needa complained of.

In his letter of Decomber 28 Mr. Parker
repeats h'ls ohservations upon the suffering
lmlI destitution am- ug the reconcentrados,
saying:

How could the sltuation bo  otherwlss,
sitce the island Is  producing  absolutely
nothing save some grow!8g cane and al the
samo tme completely exhaustod of all food?
Rellef alone can be abtalned from the outer
world In the way of charitubie contribution,
To grind cane without interruption would
be the means of savitie the llves of thou-
sands who, without this ald, within thirty
to Torty days must die of actunl hunger,
Over a month slnee the plantore were offle
{ clal'y advised of Spain's inabiiity 1o provide

property.
| m many places in Mr. Barker's lotter
stars are Ingeriel, showing that portlods have
been omitted. These omissions are (0 places
gencrally where he deals with the condition
of the reconcentivmdos.

FROM SANTIAGO DE CURA,

The reports of the condition of afalrs &t
Santlago are made by Consul I I, Hyatt,
begloning on November 16 last. Mr. Hyatt
had then but recently retumied to the isiand
and he beging his reports with a review of
the conditlons of the lnsurgents and of the
autonomists,

He had been disposel, he sald, to beliove
that the Insurgeats were weakening, and
that the autonomists were coming to the
front. After investigntion, however, he was
convineed that such was tot the fact. The
charge of poiley as expressed by Captain
Genernl Bianco is, as he says, doubtless
modlifying the feelibg of resentment whieh
formerly prevalled, and should the experl-
ment prove discouraging to the lnsurgents
would pfobably smooth the way to pacificas
tinn,

In this same

commuwiication Mr,

dlscisses the polley which the Unlted States

Hyatt

cofistant agitation, which makes the govern-

the State department.
Writing on December 5 lust
sald:
The reconcentration odlet 18 relnxed, bat
not removeld, hut many people have reached
) where it 18 a matipr of entire In-
moee to thim wiether It 1s removed
or not, for they hove 9ost a1l in the probe.

Mr Hyatt

dents are missing, anl the Spanlsh army
would make no betiter showlni,

PFFECTS ARE DISAPPOINTING,
On December 14 Mr. Hyatt wroto:

The order of reconcentration 18 now snt-
Isfactorily wiped out and =0 far as the

from the towns and cltlegs what they need
and otherwlse sirengthen their enuse.

The effocts on agrioultiral ‘pursults will
be disappoleting, beeause tae great major-
ity of those who would or should tnke up
the work jolned the Insurgent forees when
compelled to feave thelr homes, and tap
portion which came within the lines of re-
concentration are women, chilkidren, old and
atekly perople, most of whom scem to have
little interest In the probiem of Ife.
There 18 no one to take these people hnok
to the flelds dod wtilige thelr remaining
strength,  Thelr ‘aousces are  destroyed;
thelr flelds ave avergrown with weads; the
have no seods to plant, and If they ha
they ecannot live sixty or elghty days until
the erop matures, which, when grown,
would more than Hkely be tnken by one or
the other of Une contending parties,
Closing this communication Mr,
anys:

I glve It as my opinlon, an opinlon that

{& not bhlased In favor of Cubpa, that Spain

will be compelled to proscente o far more
vigorous war than hus yet been done If it
conquerg peace in Cubu, 1 think I speak
ndvisedly winen I say that In this end of

the Island at least there are many thousand
aquire miles where the foot of the Span-

il soldier nas never trod,

Within this gone the insurgents have thele
familles, corral thelr norges and eattle and

ralse thelr erops. Why Spaln with n large

bhody of as obodient and brave soldlers ns

ever shouldered g gun has not penctrated

thesgy grounds and =seattered to tae four ‘,
winds the comparatively small body of men
who are there I8 o question T willl not at-
tempt 10 answer,

As 1 write 2 man Is dying In the atreet
In front of my door, the third In a compur=
atively gnory time,

Mr. Hyail’s letter of December 21 deals
fargely with the siekress and the death rate
on the kland, which he characterizes as holo-
caust, Statistics, he eays, make a gelevous
showlng, but come far éhort of the truth,
The disease, he cays, Is generally brought on
by Insulliclent food. He enentions some who
ate attacked who have plenty, but these dle
quickly, while others die or make very slow
recovery.

DISEASE AFFLICTSE THE PEOPLE.
The prevaillug disease s aometlnes called
paaludal fever, and al others la grippe, and
it s epldemic rathee than contaglous. At the
date of this letter ffom 30 to 40 per cent of

Hyatt

(Continued on Beventh Page.)
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PIMPLES

Gured By
ticury :
SIAP»

The most effcctive skin purifying and
beautifying soap in the world, ns well as
purest and sweetest for tollet, bath, and
numery.

It is the only preventive of leplu.
blackhoads, red, rough, and olly skin, red,
rough hands with shupeless nails, dry,
thin, and falling bair, and simple baby
blemishes, It is so because it strikes at
the cause of most complexional distigura-
tions, wviz,, e Croooep, IKRITATED,
i"xn.nunn, OVvERWORKED, OR SLudGisd *

ORE.

Isufferedl two years with Acne, 1have tried
all kindsof tlmdfmnm but thoy did me no qourl

have used ninecakes of your Soar, and I am
curod. My skin is as smooth as suy baby.

Fub, 22, 180%, LEE L. FISHER,

#2134 N, Compton Ave,, Bt. Louls, Mo, 7

Defore using CUTICCRA BoAP, my faco and
hands wero just is rough as they conld beand
wmy face was all covered with phuples. 1 was
wifit 1o look at, hu!.fa!wr using lt‘utu.-lr:::
Boar three wecks my face wis equal to ve »
Feb, G, 1508, PAUL l)l'_?l’ltk, Chuler. La.

1 sufTered with hlw@ﬁlfé;{l;‘::lﬂt:!;lul’ﬂ:f.
y At (M Ty s
a‘l:nf ::2:::!:!;&':1'::;31nlble,‘l;::n did weno ,
. CUTIeU A BOAP durod b
Fobio s, La V. GILLIAM, Cak T O, Vao

nled Wrﬂ with plmples
nnl t‘.‘l':e’ ::::. i e& & uslng %Jrﬁu
Boar. Ina u? short time lh-.llpg
deapeared 0 s FOSTER,
Coeb. 17 1a08." Dizmont, Alleghang Ov., Fa

-




