TESTINONY BEFORE COURT

—

Detailed Statements Relating to the Wrack
- of the Maine,
BEAR OUT THE FINDINGS RETURNED

Ensign Powelson, Capiain Sigehee,
Consul Lee, Diveras and Othera
Tell Whnt They Know
of the Mnatter,
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on board ship, Every possible care was
taken to avold accldent. All visitors were
werutinlged before belng allowed to come on
board the ship. Nobody was allowed un-
accompanied.  Special “lookouts” were re-
quired at night. No unauthorized boats were
allowed to approach the ship.

There was fine dircipline, ohedient crews,
quiet men. He wes In the captain’s office
at tho time of the exploxion; felt a very
heavy shock and heard nolse of falllug
objects on deck. Thought the ship was be-
ing fired upon. Wans told by capiain to seo
boat® were lowered, He saw few men com-
fng, mostly oMcers. He saw no reason to
flood the magazine because water was coming
up. He siw fire forward. Hooata began to
erowil around the wreck. He induced boats
to take the wouaded to different vessels, He
ordered a list taken of the saved and
wounded. ‘There was excellent diacipline
Lfter the explosion, Orders were followed
with promptness of a Arill. The only order
not obeyed was the order to leave the ship.

He first examined the wreck at daylight
the following morning, He took a gig with
Lieutenant Hood and a few men and at-
tempted to board the wreck. He was warned
off by an armed boat's craw of Spanlards and
then pulled around the wreck. There were
still some burning fragmenta,

On the sixteenth day Lleutenant Coms-
mander Wainwright, sald:

“Nearly all the powder tanks show sigos
of having been subjected to outside pressurc
as §F presacd against the powder inalde, and
thelr encs are also crushed la. I =saw two
€lx-inch tenke that were opened at the seams
and were pressed down flat ua it by exertion
of conslderable force.'

UNKNOWN WITNESS,

A witnicas waa Introduced whode name wos
suppressed by agrecrent between him and
the court. He had to talk through an ln-
terpreter, This witness was crossing ubout
7:90 o'clock on the morning of the 15th from
Havana to Reglas on a ferry boat, He was
sitiing near three Spanish officera, two of the
army, one of the navy, and a citlzen.

They were lalking about the Maine. Omne
of the army ofcers sald: “That le nearly
arranged.”

The citizen nsked If making explosions In
the bay would not endanger Havapa, The
officer sald, “No."” It was arranged so that
it would simply explode, open the vessel,
and It would sink Immediately, The ather
man jocusely explained, “Oh, T will take
plenty of beer on that occaslon.*

Someostie camo by and they suddenly
stopped the conversation, They had said it
wias @ shame |t (the Maine) should be in the
bay, and they would blow It up anyhow,

REICEIVER A WARNING LETTER,

Henry Drain, a clerk in the United States
conanlate, Havana, was examined as to the
receipt of an anonymous letter recelved by
the consul genemal in regard to the explosion
af the Malne, Witneas produced the letter,
the date of which was Fehruary 18 of the
present year., There was no signature, it be-
ing slgned, “An admirer."”

Drain sald It secmed to be the document
of a fairly well educated man. It was writ-
ten lu Spanlgh. The translation was pro-
duced and was handed to the judge advocate
and read by him, The letter waa referred to
in the record ae belng marked “F,' but was
not appended.

In response 6 the queation as to whether
anything had been done to ascertaln the
truth of the statements contained in the let-
ter, the witness sald that he had,

He asked Qeneral Lee to look Into the
matter, and he did not appear to know what
to do, saylng he had no secrsl service
money,

A max by the name of Pepe Taro was
mentioned In the letter. Witness sald he
had tried to discover the whereabouts of
the man and the ome to whom he spoke
sald the name was a mistake, that the man
mentioned had dled a few days before the
exploslon of the Maine, and that the letter
referred to a Pepe Barquin, that he also
had died suddenly about two or three days
after the explosion of the Maine. The wit-
ness declared his informant was Mr. Charles
Carbonnell, an American citizen.

HNSIGN POWELSON CALLED,

BEnsign W. V. N, Powelson was called the
third Jday of the court. He testified that he
hnd been present on the Maine every day
from the arrival of the boat Fern and dur-
ing a gveat deal of the diving.

In reply to a question to tell the court all
about the condition of ths wreck hie sald the
forward part of the ship, forward of the
after amokestack, had been to all appear-
ances campletely destroyed. The counlng
tower lay In a poaltion opposite the door
leading to the superstructure aft and to
starboard, Inclined at about 110 degrees to
the vertical with the top of the conning
tower Inboard. Continulng he described
with close detall the condition under the
main deck on the port side, The fixturea
were completely wrecked, while fixtures In
the same position on the starboard slde were
In' aome cases almost Intact, The balk-
head betweon the maln and berth decks at
the conning tower support had bean blown
alt on hoth aldes, but a great deal moee on
the port than on the atarboard side. The
fire room hatch Immediately baft of the
conning tower had been blown in three di-
rections, aft, to starboard and to port, The
protective deck under the cooning tower
supports was bent In two directions, the
plates on the starboard slde being bent up
and on the starboard side bent down.

In reply to an Inquiry as to whether he
meant with reference to thelr original posl-
tions Enalgn Powelson replied affirmatively.

The beam supporting the protective deck
& few Inches abaft of the armored tube, to
port of the midship line, was bent up to
starboard of the midship Mne, Juat forward
of the conning tower underncath the main
deck two beams met at right angles; one
beam was broken and pushed from port to
starboard, A grating was found on the poop
awnlng Jjust forward of the aflter searci-
light. A plece of the alde plating just abaft
of the starboard turret was viaible, This
place was bent ouwtward and then the for-
ward end bent upward and folded backward
upon Iself.

FPLATING PUSHED OUT TO STARBOARD,

“This plate was sheared from the rest of
the plating below the water line, This plat-
ing below the water llne has been pushed

to starboard."”

~ The armored gratings of the engine room
nateh were blown off. A compesltion strainer
waa pleked up from the bottom on the star-
board quarter at a point about opposite the
poop capatan and about seventy feet from it
The chief engincer thought the strainer wus
from the fremen’'s wash room. It was pot
m strainer in the ship's side,

Near the plece of outside plating to which
witness teferred above he sald there were
pleces of red shellaced planks. . On these
planks was bolted a composition track two
foches wide and an inch thick.

Euslgn Powelson then eaked 1! the court
meant for him to say anything about what
the divers reported or just what he saw.

The juidge advocate replied that he would
like to have bhim state any lmportant dis-
coveries whilch might lead the court to draw
eome conclusion as to Wie cause and if a
diver gave such loformation to state the
diver's pame, Belore dong so the judge ad-
vooale maked witness to state If the forward
and after part of the ship were In line.

Enslgn Powelson replled that as far as he
could judge they were not. The end where
the explosion ocevrred seemed to be pushed
from port to starboard feom 6 to 10 de-
grees, he should judge, with the apex to the
starboard. The dlvers reported to wilness
that at & point where the ten-inoh ghell
room #should be they discovered ten-lnch
shells regularly arranged, but the ship had
sunk down so much that some of the shells
wire in the mud.

HOLE NEAR PORT 8IDE.

Guuner Morgan reported that In walklog

“on the bottom he fell iuto a hole on the

port side and went down In the mud.
also reported that as far as he could §
everylhing seemed to be bent upward
the viclaity of this hole, He also reported

T

that the plates seemed to have besn pushed
over to the starhoard and then bent down.

Emsign Poweison then sald that a six<inch
powder tank that he saw, appsarad to be an
emply tank by the explosion. as It
was not badly dented and merely ripped the
length of the meam, A ten-inch tank was
battered out of any concelvable shape.

Continuing, witness sald the divers up to
the night before he was then oo the stand
had pot been on the outside of the ship, The
mud was too deep for them to walk on the
botiom.

“What e the condition of the starboard
turret?" witness was asked,

“To my knowledge it has not been found,
gir,” was the answer. IHe underatood some-
thing had been found und.r the place where
the turret formerly waa, but Its exact char-
peter had not been determined.

“What Impreasion s produced upon your
mind by the reporta so far as you have
quoted them?' Ensign Powelnon was asked

“From reporis alone, or from the appeay-
enice of the wreck?”

“Either from such reports or the comfdi-
tlens which you belleve to exist?”

EXPLOSION ON PORT SIDE.

“The Impreasion produced upon me,” re-
plled the witness, “ls that an explosion took
place well to port of the midship line, and
at a point In the length about opposite the
conning tower." y

Witneas, n reply to further questions, sald
his opimion was baeed upon the observation
of things above water., He gave no welght
to Mr. Morgan's statement about falling into
a hole on the port slde, because Morgan
might have been mistaken about it

Referring to hls notes made of things on
the Malne, Epalgn Poweson sald that the
are of the engine room telegraph and the
ehaft of the steering gear coming down
through the armored tube (turret) was bent
from port to starboard. The port side of
the protected deck was discovered with a
greasy deposit, the starboard side belng com-
paratively free from It

Tho torward smoke pipe between the main
and superatructure decks did not show any
slgns of the Internal pressure of gases.

On the main deck forward of the conning
tower where the fore and aftor angle bulb
beam was located the planking was blown oft
on the only remalning plate of the main deck
on the port alde, while the wood was satill
attached to that part on the stanboard side
between the conning tower base and the
turrets. What witness saw would Indlcate
that the pressure lifted the protective deck
up on the port aile, and the protective deck
on the starboard slde held fast and bent that
deek downward, Witness here exhibited two
sketohes to the court, showing Jdlagram of
varlous parta of the sunken ship aud ex-
plained them to the court,

The witness' evidence about the strip on
the starboard slde of the outside plating of
the ship which was folded and rolled back
was recalled to him and Powelson sald he
could see the plate underneath It was bent
ontward, as he could sep it, as It was only
two feet under water where the shear oc-
curred, Witness had taken soundings and
had found five fathoms of water on both
slides of the Malne down to the mud, Tak-
Ing & fourteen-pound léad line and dragging
with a whoerry for obstructions on the port
slle, drngeing clese to where he thought
the waterways would be found, he found no
obsiructions whatever, On the starhoard
oide were no obstructions for twenty feet
where he had reason to belleve the water-
ways had originally been.

Mr. Powelson contlnued to say that Olsen
told him he had found a hole cut in a plate
twenty-five feet from the angle of the V and
exhibited a sketch showing that the keel
line was found by him sloplng down sixty-
five degrees below the horlzontal and to porl.
The point where he had found the keel wea
ahout tweaty feet under water. He had not
followed the keel at that point ss the plat-
ings between opened out mo that he had
rotlilng to support him.

Mr. Powelson sald Olsen testified that
about twenty feet from the alulece valve he
found an opening in the ehlp’'s elde. He
had found boarding mear the sea suction in
apartment A 10, about twenty-one feet from
the slulce valve in an almost vertical posi-
tion, although it was origlnally horlzontal.

REASONS FOR HIS DEDUCTIONS.

“I1t you conslder the section of the ship
between frames elghteen and thirteen,”
comt:nued Powelson, “and consider that the
part nf the bottom floating between frame
elghteen and frame fiftecn is bent out at a
right angle, and then that the whole section
Is turned forward (hirough 90 degrees, you
will pleture the position in which the plates
are now found, This plating could either
hava beon shoved out from the after slde
or it could have been pushed In from the for-
ward alde, The only Indlcation es to how
thie was done was the wooden boarding. If
the after part of the plating find been pushed
out from the imelde, the board would have
brokem at the angle which the plates make,
I# the forward portion of the plating had
peen pushed In the boards would have been
torn away from the after plating as In the
case with the plates now."

The judge edvocate asked Mr. Pawelson
how ho looked upon Olsen’s testimony, in
view of his knowledge of the Malne and the
drawings of the vessel?

He replled that he
tremely accurate.

The judgo advocate asked Mr. Powelson
whal he deduced from all this testimony re-
eolved from the diver that forencon, to-
getber with what luformation he had before,

Mr. Powelson replied that he thought the
exploaion occurred on the port slde some-
where about frame elghteen, ceater of Im-
pact. The ship yielded at seventeen and alsy
at fifteen, but it was pretty hard to say es-
actly wheee the Impact came. Frame fifleen
wis blown in,

“How do you eccount for the immense
damage done abreast of the reserve maga-
zlne, whera there is nothing left, whercas
between frames sixteen and eighteen you
have found damaged plates?” Mr. Powelson
waa asked,

vMy ldea,t e replied, ***la that If the ship
was raised up at frame clghteen the maga-
zlnes, oue or all of them, after that were
exploded, for some powder tanks that I have
seen I think were exploded, while others I
have seem were mnot exploded. 1 saw a
coffea can that was brought up this morning
which was ebout ea badly battered as moat
of the powder cases that came up. It looked
In very much the eame condltion.”

“When you say some of the powder
tanks had, In your opinlon, exploded and
some had not, do you refer to six-inch
tanks only, or two-inch tanks also?"

*1 refer to both, ns I have seen one six-
inch tank that was very little ripped open
and T saw one this morning that had first
been opened and flattened out with evi-
dences of burnt powder on it, 1 saw one
ten-inch tank that wae scarcely battered at
all and had only the head of It gene. I
also saw ten-inch tanks with the packing,
whieh looked Hke excelslor, unburnt, o that
in my oplulon some, but not all, of the
ten-lnech and six-inch charges were ex-
ploded.”

Mr. Poweleon sald four or five tanks had
been brought up that morning, but he did
not see all of them, The one he had seen
was exploded and burst out so that the
caee formed almost a plain surface. The
ten-inch tank had its head removed, but
it had preserved Ita approximate shape,

When questioned further as to what he
regarded as the cause of the Injuriee Mr.
Powelson sald: "On the bottom forward,
where that frame was thrown up, It would
goem to me that force was communicated
some dlatance through the water, because [t
was lifted up instead of being battered In,
1t was a force that was cushioned in some
way, because the diver tells me there was

repgarded It as ex-

™

& bulge of plates between the two
and such a dent as that would be a cushion
pressure,

slon, 4t may have occurred wft and the
frames forward of the transverse armor be-
Ing woaker than they are aft, the ship
might bave beon lifted up there by this
eushlon presaure from further aft.”

YHostrock me,” contlnued Mr. Powolaon,
speaking of the aame part of the vessel,
“that the mina there could have been very
olose to those plates that were lifted up,
becanse, wa | say, the plates are not so
mueh damaged, but bent 4n the form of a
V and raised up a vertioal distance. It
sooms to me that the mine was somewhat
removed and the pressure came (hrough the
water, which produced that cushion sort of
preasure.’t

NO PLATING BLOWN OUTSIDE.

In answer to questions he eald there was
nothing left of the port plating at all. He
drageed along the ontslde to see If anything
had fallen out and found nothing, Winess
thought the #hip ca the port side was en-
tirely gone opposite a point Indicated on a
diagram handed to the court. I4 was en-
trely hlown up. %

Thls concluded Enalgn Powelson’s testi-
mony on the third day.

Ensign Powelson was recalled on the sixth
day, when he said that shice hia last tostl-
mony he has received a book of specifications
of the Maine. Refreshing hle memory from
these records, he said the platea of the pro-

l'm'li\'n deck were one-inch thick, welghing

forty pounds per square foot.

Fosign Powelson, wishing to give some
tostimony regardlag the wreck, Gunoer's
Mate Olgen, the diver, was admlitted In order
that he might correct any erroneous state-
meont, the two having worked together, Mr.
Powelson sall on February 26 Diver Oloen
reported to him that on coming up from
below he had followed the forward and after
wings of V shape made by iho bottom plat-
ing at frame seventecn, and sald on the for-
ward wing of the V the plates ran down
on & very steep slant and then turned under
and out under the starboard side, that just
above where the plates descend to go under
the starboard slde he found two demte as if
the plating had becn bulged in between the
frame from the oulelde.

The court asked the slze of these two
dents. Mr. Powelson replied that Lhey were
about two and onoe-half feet long and bulged
in about slx Inches, He further teatified that
Olsen agaln went down sand came to the
surtace at 11 o'clock, saylng he thought he
bad found the flat kecl. Qlsem had reported
that the keel was slopmg downward about
forty-five degrecs and to port with the after
part of the keel uppermost. FHe sald he
had explored the after wing of the V and
had found & semi-circular hole about two
feet In diameter with rivet holes all around
it. He eald that seml-circular hole was
about twenty feet from the top of the V
made by tho bottom plating. He sald the
plate presented a jagged appearance as it it
had beem torn, and that a crack had ex-
temdad from the bottom edge of the seml-
circular hole a distance of about elght
inches, and that the platee about this faole
were bent away from the green side of the
plating,

SHOWS HIS PILANS,

Enslgn Powelson was recalled February
26, and stiowed the plans of the Maine from
which he @©ad identified the bottom plates
that were blown up through the upper deck

The finding ot these plates on top of the
wreck, clear ahove water, was among the
first and most important points of evidence
clearly dieproving the possibility of an In-
ternal explosion.

After  minutely  deseribing the bottom
plates with thelr coating of paint and other
marks by whivhh they were identified, Pow-
elson sald they must bave beem blown up
thirty-elght or thirty-nine feet to reaeh
thele present pasition,

Bestde the bottom plates, Powelson found
some pleces from the bottom compartment
lodged In the angle of the bottom plates
that protruded above the water, The berth
deck over thls boltom compartment was also
on top of the wrock, and twenty feet for-
ward of the plates, while this eection of the
main deck bas disappeared.

The diver who had been working for Pow-
elson on this Investigation informed him
he had found the ammunition of the &lx-
|Iil§h magazine pushed over to the atarboard
elde.

Enslgn Poweleon was recalled on the
aleventh day and described the reports made
to him by the divers, which were afterward
directly Lestified to belore the board.

“March 6" etstified Powelson, “I sent
Olsen down the plece of keel, the vertieal
keel, to make further explorations of the
10-inch ‘magazine. He went down to where
the kee] became horlzontal at {rame 23,
walked aft about twenty-five feel and
climbed over a lot of wreckage consisting of
plates and bulkhcads standing upright. The
upper ends were ragged, and he erawled over
them to what he thought was a part of a
boller. He could not give definite details,
but he thought it was a boller.

WRECKAGE WAS CURVED.

“A little aft he walked to port clear of
the ship in the mud. He was at the time
forward of the break of the ship at frame 41,
About ten feet In he found wreckage, He
exariined’ this plata and found It curved as
It it were a part of the ship. It pointed
taward the starboard bow, but it was so
dark he could not dlstingulsh the color, All
the edges of the plating were rough. The
compartment seemed to be abwut two and
a hall or tlree feet wide.

“Forward from this point he found a aix-
inch tank. It waa Intact and waas sent up.
It proved to be a full tank. He found a
lot of broken tanks split up on the seams,
and one tank the cover of ‘which has holes
in It

“He found a lot of mud which was brought
up and which looked lke dissolved powder.
There was any quantity of similar mud In
the same place, The mud around the tanks
was black, that of the harbor is gray.”

Hnslgn Powelson was recalled on Maech
15, and explained how he got the data for
his aketches which played auch an important
part In the work of the court. He sald he
gent divers down at various golats along
the line of the keel aa it lay brokem and
twisted on the barbor bed. Then he got
fn a boat and located the points on the keel
by a lead line.

He established stationa at the main maat,
the port crane, emokestack, ete., and from
theee bases he: would get ite bearing by
angles of his lead line as It cested on the
keel and other polnts of the wreckage under
water, Thus he was enabled to plat & map
of the wreck both albiove and below waler
that was mathematioully correct.

Ry comparing this with the original plans
of the vessel it was possible to tell just how
much and In what direction any part of the
Ma:ne had been distorted by the explosion
withiout relyicg on under water estimates
by the divers.

GUNNER'S MATE OLSEN.

Chief Gunner's Mate Olsen of the Unilted
States steamship Towa told how he had been
éent to Havana for the purpese of doing
diving duty on the wreck. He had descended
four times, making about eight or nine
hours of total examination. Olsen told how
on his first descent he went over the for-
ward port of the ship. To use his own ex-
pression, ha said: “I found the wreck all
blowesd up. I found a lot of grate bars dowa
toera." The second time he went down fur-
ther forward and there located a lot of ten-
inch sheils, Forward of thaae the plates
wero bent Inboard over them.

Aszked If he Imagined himself leoking for-

ward he stated that he did, Golug over the
plates ho struck Into a lot of eix-inch shells
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So the plates In that part of the
ship not having been broken in the explo- |

frames ! with the slings on them, Going to the right

witnesa siated he foumld a lot of wreckage,
It seomed to have 3”‘ lown over the star-
board. Oleen stated thdt he put hia hand
Into the cracks and Hrelght out several six-
rounder shells. oo

The next time hegwent down, Olsen testl-
fied he went outside the ahip, torward of the
cvmne, on the port wile, Ha [ollowed the
bottom along end feungd that the ship's elde
was blown outwnrd,llqu alongside the crane
it could be walked ob

“At the part whers she Is blown up com-
plotely,” witneas said,| ‘‘part of her bottom
plates are turned up,  Then you follow the
bottom from there up’ and the plates are
blown outboard. At the top and under-
neath the bottom they are blown lnboard
mid bent o, Mml.p hree feet forward of
that epot there s a pléve of Iron lald along
the bulkbead. The Bkin of the inside of the
double bhottoms s curled like a sheet of
paper Inboard from stem to atern.

Amidships on the same place there |s an
armor plate, one plate complete, the top of
the plate standing up. The plate ls in-
climed over the starboard complately. It
etemds up with the thick part of the plate
down. It & lnclined forward, sud over Lo
starboard.

Gunner's Mate Smith, who had previoualy
testified, was reculled. He told of Lhree
trips down in diving dress February 28
During one of these he located the break
in the keel where the ship's back was
broken by the explosion. He found a hole
{n the bottom about seven feet deep aud
soven feet in diameter, The muddy bottom
of this hole was harder than elsewhere. In
this hole he found a tin about twenty by
twenty inches. “There was a place In It
with a blg square hole where a gasket bad
been and 1 sent It up.”

Coming back from hia trip Into the outer
submarine world the diver came across a Jot
of 6-pounder shells and ahell cases, some
of them not even broken away from the
shells. Laying right acroas the middle of
the 10-inch shell room he found an armor
plate that had been torn Away from the
ship's slde. These plates taper toward the
bottom, which ls thus eaay to distinguish,

The plate on being ripped loose by the
explesion had turned a complete somersault
and landed with the thick edge In the mud,
and the plate leaning obliguely over the
wresk of the shell room. There were aix-
inch powder tanks scattered over the 10-loch
shell room most of them split. A number
of them were sent up, but more remained.

On hia fourth trip down he slid down the
outside of the &hip by the port crane.

““The skin of the ship,” he sald, “is In
good condition till you come to the jageged
opening leading into the 6-inch shell room
before mentioned, Here the steel edges are
blown Inward."

Crawling Into the hole he felt the double
bottom and the jagged edges of the cement
turned up.

He described In detall the 10-inch powder
tanks found here, nione of them apparently
exploded, but with the soldered seams aplit
und the cases flattened. Some llds were to
ba found.

Witness was questloned very closely as to
the plates he found blown inward and
whether they might not have been bulk-
heads, but he Insisted thut they were the
outsldo ekin of the ship near the bottom,
and lomted them accurately on the plang
about the middle of the six-Inch shell room,
whera “in a big eirele there 1s none of the
outslde of the ship left at all.”

Ho gald ho had not been Into the ten-lneh
magazine on the starboard side, which was
buried under & mass of wreckage. He did
not find the forward turret, but it wns mles-
Ing from the place where it belonged.

The importance of this testimony caused
it 4o be gone over and' over agaln, and ad-
ditfonal questions along the line already In-
dicated wers put, but they only served to
point out more clearly that ubreast of the
six-inch shell roomr the whole slde of the
ship hnd disappeared, from the harbor bed
to water line, and 'the edges of the plates
wera turned inward. Further, the ten-inch
magazino had not exploded.

Chiet Gupmer Charles Morgan, who was
in charge of the divers; corroborated Smith
in almost every partiedlar,

Gurner's Mate Carl Rundquist, one of the
divers, sald he went down in the after pait
of the tem-inch magazine and found a lot
of empty tem-inch powder tamks, dozens ol
them with pleces ‘hlown In all directions.
They did not look as i they had been ex-
ploded by a charge inside. It looked ns If
i pressure from the putside had opened them
up. The ragged edges ol the ship were bent
inboard. The bottom:of the ship was all
blown up. Found a bole in the bottom of
the ship. Looked as it it was blown up from
the outside, ““because mo expicsion from the
inside could make a hole llke that; the
pleces of armor plates also showed they
were blown from the outside from the way
they were bt

Rundquist, being recalled, testified to the
progress of his exploration. He went down
sMarch 1 on the port side, and found the
berth deck eloping aft to starboard. There
wail coal several feet deep just forward of
the crane: none of it had beem blowa out
of the ship on that side. He also found a
ten-lneh tank and powder bags, which he
gent up. He also found a bunch of wires,
“about fifty of them in a bunch.'

In the afternooa he wemt down in the
same placo and followed the armor plate and
found the brenk where the armor plate ended.
Here he found & long string of heavy wire
fifteen feet long.

Agked as to the condition of the backing
of the armor, he replied: “The end was all
twisted and tora gad ragged edges, and then
they all Jooked pointed inboard, 1 also ex-
amined the upper part of the backing and
found the inside corner gone.'

Licutenant John Heod, senlor watch officer,
in charge of the powler divisiom, sald he
had Inspected the magazines and shell rooms
and there was nothing stored there contrary
to the ordnance regulations.

Mr. Hood was oficer of the deck part of
the time, and while acting in that capacity
he had not noticed any hoatile demonstra-
tion afioat in the way of boats approaching
tho ship.

Lieutenant George F. Holman, who per-
formed the duty of navigator and ordnmance
oficer, and was in charge of the electric
plant, testified that all possible precaution
was taken to prevent aceldent, ‘The tem-
perature of the magazines was taken dally.
Tho electric wires were separmated from the
magazine by a double plating of glass. He
noticed nothing at the time of the explosion
to Indlcate that anytbing was the matter
with the electric works, .

The examiner referred to Holman's large
experience in matters of explosives, and
MI;md his impression of the whole affair. He
sald:

“My Impresszion, not yet verified by divers'
findings, 1s that a very heavy mine went off
unlor the Mame's bottom. The nolse pro-
duced by a heavy mine would be great In It-
sol!, and adding to the geonnd  exploglon
would make the two practically one and the
samo explosion.”

Licutépant G. P. Plow was the officer
of the day at the time of the explosion, and
recelved the reports at 8§ p. m. He eaid the
usual reports were made that the lights,
fires and everything were secure. He had
perfect confidence ln Lhe reporis of his men.
He gave a vivid description of the senes fol.
lowing the explosion.

Mess Attendant Johm H. Tarpin was the
last man who saw Lientenant Jenkins. He
gald it was a Jjarring: exploslop, juat ooe
solld explosion, and the ship heaved and
1ifted and then all was dark.

Tarpin met Lleutenant
meas room, and at that time the
up to his breast. Mr Jenkins started for-
ward and the whole cempartmbnt it up.

‘“That whole compartment where the tor-

Jenkins In tho
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pedoes were 1it right up and T saw Mr.
Jenkins throw up both hands and fall rlght
by the steerage pantry.” He sald the ex-
plosion sounded to him like distant thunder.

James P, Forsyth, commander United
States navy at the Key West atation, testi-
fied that on February 17 he had the anthra-
cite coal plle at Key West thoroughly ex-
ami]ned for “inferuals.'" None were dlscov-
ered.

Passed Apsistant Engineer Bowers, senior
assistant engineer to the chief, was ex-
amined particularly as to the precautions
taken on board the Maine on spontaneous
combustion. He sald the order had beea to
inspect the bunkers every day and log them.
In the cr -~ of the bunkers that had an escape
door they had always opened those doors.

He was on duly on the day before the ex-
plosion. The In bunker A, he sald, had
been stored in Norfolk or Newport News.
There was about forty tons of It, and it was
soft coal. The bunkors Immediately alt
were empty. Phe door lesdiog from Lhe
bunker to the ten-inech deading room was
kopt closed, : o

The after bollers, he sald, were practieally
banked and were In good condition, and he
dld not consider that there was any danger
of thelr having too much pressure for safety
on the evening of the exploslou.

Mr. Bowers said there had never been a
fire from spontaneous combustion in the bun.
kers. They had once thought they had such
a fire, but It was from a leaky exhaust pipe
from the {ce machine.

CAPTAIN MAHAN SEES A FIGHT.

Nothing but a Decided Backdown Can
Prevent It

NEW YORK, March 28.—Captain A. T,
Mahan, author of ‘‘The Influence of Sea
Power Upon Hliatory,” before salling for
Europe said:

“War I8 imminent, There must either be
fighting or a backdown somewhere, No one
who knows the feellng of the Cuban Insur-
gents belleves for a moment that they can
be induced to submit.

“Spaln eurely will not take a backward
step. To do en would be to overthrow the
monarchy, and It would be gquite as bad for
the United States to recede from Ha posl-
tion,"

Captaln Mahan says we could not fail to
win, even If we were sadly behind both on
the number of ships and quality of ord-
nance. ''For,” he explained, “it dsn't ships,
it is not guns and it is not armor plate pri-
marily that win In & fight, but men, and
American men are superior in  physique,
power of endurance, marksmanship and
moral courage to Spanish men, I do nol
mean to decry the Spanlards and I have no
prejudice against them because they are
not Americans, but I have studled them
carefully and 1 cannot bold otherwise than
that they are Inferlor to our men in the
qualities named."

As for armed Intervention by any Euro-
pean power in Spuin's behalf Captain Mahan
believes that the most unllkely thing in the
world.

VYeterana to Man Interlior Powsts.

UTICA, N. Y., March 28.—A letter from
the department commander of the Grand
Army of the Republic, Colonel A, D. Shaw,
to Secretary of War Alger, suggesta that in
cae of need the veterans he could pul into
the flald could be used to man statlons where
rederal troops are now located that all regu-
lars might be free for use at the front In
cae of war. This would obviate the necessity
of holding regulars at such places as Buf-
falo, Sacketts Harbor, Plattsburg, ete. Sec-
retary Alger thanks Colonel Shaw for hia
offer and says that he is very much inter-
osted in the suggestions, but hopes the
future turn of eévents may make it unnédces-
sary to adopt it

Savy Nuys Another Yacht.

HOATON, March 28.—The yacht Hermolne,
which was owned by the late Henry L.
Pierce, has been sold to the Unitel States
government by the executors of the Plerce
estate. The boat was Clyde built and ls
seven yeara old. Its speed maximum is fif-
teen kuots, with a erulsing speed of twelve
¥nots. The yacht has been In winter quar-
ters at New York. Orders have been lasued
to have it taken at oace to the Brooklyn

navy yard,
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JACKIES ARE ENTHUSIASTIC

American Tars at Hamoton Roads Cheer
Their New Commander.

CHEERS GREET COMMODORE SCHLEY

e

Rnixes Hin Fing on the Hrovkiyn and
Takes Command of the Flylng
Squnidron—Men on the Fleet
Sceent  Actlve Duty.

FORT MONHOE, Va.. March 28.—(With
the Amerlecan Flylng Squadron, Hamplon
Ronde, March 28.)—More than usual enthu-
slasm was displayed today by the officers
and men of timt portlon of the American
fiing squadron already assembled here
when Commedore W, 8, Schley took com-
mand, There {s always a pelfunciory duly
40 be done In such caies, DUL the duty today
was performed with an [ll-concealed enthu-
slasm that bordered upon & breach of discl-
pline. Officers smiled, however. The newly
detailed commander could not, in bils pleas-
ure at such a greeting, find fault, and the
men were allowed to give full vent to thelr
feclings. The significance of the greeting
was in the general feeling that the first
step toward the completion of what will
be the free fighting squdron had been taken
and the men apparently were gmiified, bolh
with the step and with the cholee of com-
manders, for Commodore Schley ls known
as n conservative, yet absolutely [earivss
and determined fighter,

Commodore Schley left Washington last
night and arrlved at Fort Monroe early this
morning. He was met by an casiga and a
boat crew of sallors, who relleved him of
his baggage and recelved lmformation that
he would go aboard the Brooklyn, whbich he
has designated as flagahip.

At 9:80, after breakfust, the commander
of the Brooklyn, wilh some petty offlcers,
took Commodore Schley aboard a launch and
conveyed him to the fleet, which lles near
Newport News. The commodore was In
civillan dress, but was sealuted with the
usual formalities as he passed up the Brook-
lyn's companlonway to begin active service.
He was shown to quarters which are move
elaborate than upon amy war ship afloat,
having been prepared for exhlbit when the
Brooklyn vigited HEngland during the queen'a
jubllee. Within a halt hour after boarding
ship Commodore Schley, In full uniform, was
ready to take command and the men of the
fleet were deummed to quarters with the
yards manoed, the marines on deck and ofs
ficera and gunners at posti,

ENTHUSIASTICALLY GREETED,

Commodore Schley stepped to the bridge
of the Brooklyn and, reading hls commls-
glon as commander, took posscssion. At the
same Instant hle flag was broken from the
Brooklyn's masthead and one of the big
guns belched forth a ealute which wus
answered from the Massachusetts lying
near,

Then enthuslasin broke locse, and there
was & roar of applause from the deck and
yards, Bhortly after the oMcers of the bat-
tieship Masaachusetts came abonrd, and, to-
gether with the officers of the Brooklyn,
pald thelr respects.

The second step In the formation of the
squadron will ke place this week, when
the asslgnment of vessels ls complete. For
speed and strength this squadron will be
unexcelled, At present the battleship Mas-
gachusetts, of 10,288 tops and capable of
plghteen knots an hour, and the protected
first-olass crulser Brooklyn, of 0.271 tons
anl capable of twentystwo knots un hour,
form the nucleus of the aquadron,

During the week it Iy expected that the
Minneapolis, of 7,735 tons, with a speed of
twenty-three knots, and the Columbia, 6,735
tons, with a speed of twenty-three knols,
will be added. While these fighting shipa
aro rated as crulsers only, they are of the
type equal to the best battleshipa of Spain.

You can't get over facts and It's time
wasted to go ‘round them—When we
suy we are in the optical goods business
woe mean that we have everything in
the way of spectacles, glissas, lenses
and frames you are likely to reguive or
your physician to preseribe—When it
comes to fitting you with the glosses
sultable to your needs you recelve com-
petent attention and the best gomls to
be had in town at anywhere neiar the
price—Put on your glasses and look ut
the facts—Eye examinations free,

The Aloe & Penfold Co

Leading Selentille Opticianms,

08 Farn . m Stireet . OMAHA

te Faxton Hotel |y

The Brooklyn, partieularly, ls the highest
type of a fghting machine and s equip=
meat of rapld-fire guns exceeds both in
number and ealiber any frat-clage battleship
of Spain. In apced the squadron will be uns
excelled, I average spead, even Il it waits
for the heavy battieship Massachusets, being
21.5 knows. ‘The four best boats in Lhe
Spagish feet average but 18.56 knots.

Commodore Schley sald this morning to
the Assoclated DPress ecepresentatiye: 1
have no orders o wmove, nor do 1 lemow
when any will come. We are ready to
move at the soortest kind of notiee upoe
e completion of the fleet.”

In addition to Admiral Schley, these offis
cers teportnd to the squadron today. Lieus
tenant Sears, detached from the Nawul homoj
Lleutenant B, W. Wells, jr., detached {rom
the Monndnock; Naval Cadet E. McAuley, jr,
detached from the New York.,

SENATOR MONEY TALKS ON CUDA.

Saym He Haw Only Contempt for Peaces
fnl Negotintions,
WASHINGTON, March 28.—In the sennte
today Mr. Money of Missl=slppl apoke on the
Cuban situstion. He sald that the tesk he
had set himseld was perhaps of supereroga-
tlon, as Mr. Prestor, Mr. Gallinger and Mr,

Thurston had alren ted tu the sensie
the conditiens. in m #a thex Bad seen

them. Their sialements nwere conciss, bril-
lapt and eloquemt; and whila he dld not
hope o add much the infurmation .:
had furnishef, b t It bla duty to

and to speak mow.,

Mr. Money rald he was willing to go to
any extent to feed the starving, cloihe the
raked and relleve the slek upon that un-
happy island, but he was satinfied no definite
resilte could be obtained by the employment
of such means alone,

He sald he was certain theit while Weyler
was a willing Instrument, he was in fact
only an instrument In the bands of a higher
powoer—a power that had deliberately de-
termined upon a plan of slarvation and ex-
termination. ‘That frighiful and Inhuman
gchome had been Inaugurated In the brain
of Canovas, the all-powerful prime minister
of Spaln, who preceded Sagasia,

“That plan of reconcentration and starvh.
tlon and death,” declared Mr, Money, “waa
deliberately planned with the definlie and
Mstinet purpose In view of destroylog a
population that 8pain cannot control—a peo=-
ple in whose breasta the desire for lberty
{8 as strongly Instilled ag it was In Lhe
breasts of our forefathers."

After d'scussing the situation in  Cuba
among the reconcentrados as he found It,
Mr. Money declared that much time had been
wazated in efforts to bring about peace on
tho Island through sutonomy and through
diplomatic agencies, ‘'Such negotiations are
not perhaps Imbeclle,” sald he, "but thelr
inutility ought to suggest [tself to the com=
monest mind,"

Ho declared that Independence and inde-
pendence alone would satisfy the Cubans,
As long as the yellow fiag of Spaln saluies
the sky of the aficted island Mr. Monoy
belleved the Cubana would dle to a msn
rather than accept anything less than Inde-
pendence,

Mr. Money sall there was but one remedy,
and that such action by the United States
as would bring the war im Cuba to an end,
He thought we should make declsive de.
mandy on Spain for the cessatlon of hoatili.
ties In Cuba, as we stand responsible to his-
tory for our action now.

It such action should bring war, let war
come, ""Any sort of war la bevtor,” sald hae,
“that a rotting peace.” In the present condis
tion of this country a tempest was needed
to clear the atmosphere, pnd he was firm o
the belief that an honorable war with Spain
would be from many polnts of view a leslr-
alble consummation of our pressant ditfenlity.

“This government,'" he sald, “will do noth.
Ing to tarnish the brilliant lustre of its past
While we do not and sha® not a9l for thd
approvel of other nations, we will always
command their respest, I any power, great
or small, *hould lnterfera with us wo vhould
atill stamd undaunted, [ despaic of pescefnl
negotintions, and now lave a contempt for
them."

Thirty-five years make o gensration, That
s how long Adolph Fisher of Zanesyille, O.,

suffered from plles. He was cured by usng
three boxvs of DeWitt's Witch Hazel Balve.
—




